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The assassination of Jesse James by the coward Robert Ford

The assassination of Jesse James by the coward Robert Ford remains one of the most infamous episodes in
American Old West history. This event not only marked the tragic end of one of the most notorious outlaws
but also highlighted themes of betrayal, heroism, and the complex relationship between outlaws and the public.
To fully understand this pivotal moment, it is essential to explore the lives of Jesse James and Robert Ford, the
circumstances leading to the assassination, and the subsequent impact on American folklore and history.

Who Was Jesse James?

The Life and Legend of Jesse James

Jesse Woodson James was born on September 5, 1847, in Missouri. Rising to notoriety during the post-Civil
War era, Jesse became a legendary outlaw and bank and train robber, leading the James-Younger Gang. His
reputation was built on daring heists, swift getaways, and a charismatic persona that captivated the
American public, especially in the Midwest.

Despite his outlaw activities, Jesse James was also viewed by some as a Robin Hood figure, allegedly sharing his
loot with impoverished neighbors and sympathizing with Confederate causes during the Civil War. His criminal
career spanned from the early 1870s until his death in 1882, during which he became one of the most wanted men
in the United States.

Jesse James’ Impact and Public Perception

- Robin Hood Persona: Many admired Jesse for his defiance of authority and his perceived support for the common
man.
- Media and Propaganda: Newspapers of the time both sensationalized his exploits and painted him as a villain.
- Mythology Formation: Over time, Jesse became a symbol of rebellion and outlaw heroism, fueling legends that
persisted long after his death.

Who Was Robert Ford?

The Life of Robert Ford

Robert Newton Ford was born on February 15, 1862, in Missouri, just a few years before Jesse James’ death.
Growing up in a rural environment, Ford became enamored with the outlaw legend and sought a place in the
world by aligning himself with the lawless.

He joined the James-Younger Gang as a member but was often seen as fragile and unremarkable compared to
Jesse’s larger-than-life persona. Ford’s background was marked by ambition and a desire for notoriety, which
would later influence his decision to betray Jesse James.



Ford’s Motives and Character

- Desire for Fame: Ford admired the James gang and sought recognition by associating with them.
- Financial Incentives: He was promised bounty money for capturing or killing Jesse James.
- Personal Ambitions: Ford’s aspirations went beyond mere participation; he sought to elevate his status
through infamy.

The Lead-Up to the Assassination

Jesse James’ Decline and Vulnerability

By 1882, Jesse James’ criminal activities had waned, and he was considered more of a folk hero than a dangerous
outlaw. He had become somewhat cautious, and his gang had diminished in size. The public’s perception of him was
complicated—some still saw him as a villain, others as a Robin Hood figure.

Interestingly, Jesse’s interactions with the public and law enforcement had become more cautious, but he was
still a marked man. His reputation as a dangerous outlaw persisted, and tensions within his circle grew.

Robert Ford’s Plan and Motivation

- Ford and other gang members had been offered bounties for Jesse’s capture.
- Ford’s relationship with Jesse was complex; he was both a follower and secretly discontent.
- Ford’s desire for fame and a better life motivated him to consider betrayal.

Events Leading to the Shooting

- Jesse James was living relatively quietly in St. Joseph, Missouri, under an assumed name.
- Ford and his brother, Charles Ford, decided to act.
- On April 3, 1882, Ford visited Jesse’s house under the pretense of friendship, supposedly to warn him about
danger.
- Jesse James, trusting Ford, allowed him into his home, unaware of Ford’s true intentions.

The Assassination: The Fateful Day

The Moment of Betrayal

On that fateful day, Jesse James sat in his home, unaware that his supposed friend was about to execute him.
Robert Ford pulled out a small pistol, aiming it at Jesse’s back, and fired. The shot struck Jesse in the back of
the head, killing him instantly.

- The act was sudden and unexpected.
- Jesse’s death was quick, and the scene was marked by shock and disbelief.
- Ford immediately claimed he was aiming to scare Jesse but accidentally shot him.



The Aftermath of the Shooting

- Robert Ford’s act was seen by many as cowardly and treacherous.
- Ford was arrested and faced public outrage, but he was also praised by law enforcement for his role.
- The event was widely covered in newspapers, sparking debates about loyalty, heroism, and morality.

Consequences and Legacy

The Immediate Aftermath

- Ford and his brother Charles were charged with murder but later acquitted on grounds of self-defense.
- Robert Ford received a monetary reward for his betrayal, which he used to settle debts and start a new life.
- Jesse James’ death marked the end of an era, but his legend only grew.

The Mythologization of Jesse James

- Jesse James became a larger-than-life folk hero, romanticized in songs, stories, and movies.
- His death at the hands of Robert Ford added to the myth of betrayal and treachery that surrounds outlaws.
- The event symbolized the complex relationship between outlaw heroes and their perceived enemies.

The Fate of Robert Ford

- Ford’s life after the murder was tumultuous; he struggled with his notoriety.
- He moved to Colorado, where he was eventually murdered in 1892 by a man seeking revenge for Jesse James’
death.
- Ford’s death further cemented his place in outlaw legend as both a traitor and a tragic figure.

Historical and Cultural Significance

The Impact on American Folklore

- The story of Jesse James’ death is woven into American folklore as a tale of betrayal.
- It exemplifies themes of loyalty, greed, and the tragic consequences of ambition.
- The narrative has inspired countless books, movies, and songs that romanticize the Old West.

Lessons and Reflections

- The assassination underscores the complex morality of outlaws and lawmen.
- It highlights how fame and infamy can influence individuals’ actions.
- The event serves as a cautionary tale about trust and betrayal.



Conclusion

The assassination of Jesse James by the coward Robert Ford remains a defining moment in the history of the
American West. It encapsulates the tumultuous nature of frontier justice, the allure of outlaw legends, and
the tragic consequences of betrayal. Jesse James’ death at the hands of Ford not only ended a notorious
criminal career but also cemented his place in American mythos. Meanwhile, Robert Ford’s role as the man who
shot Jesse has forever been associated with treachery, making his story a cautionary tale about ambition and
morality. As history continues to remember these figures, their story remains a powerful reflection of the
complex tapestry of heroism and villainy that characterized the Old West era.

Frequently Asked Questions

What led to Robert Ford's decision to assassinate Jesse James?

Robert Ford, a member of Jesse James's gang, believed that killing James would earn him fame and a reward, and he
also wanted to prove his loyalty and gain favor with the authorities, leading to his decision to shoot Jesse
James.

How did the public react to Jesse James's assassination?

The public was divided; some viewed Jesse James as a notorious outlaw and celebrated his death, while others
felt sympathy for him and saw the killing as treacherous, especially since Ford was considered a traitor.

What was Robert Ford's fate after killing Jesse James?

Robert Ford initially received a monetary reward and some fame but later faced hostility and was eventually
killed in 1892 by Edward O'Kelley, another man seeking revenge for Jesse James's death.

How accurate is the portrayal of the assassination in popular media?

Many movies and books dramatize the event, often romanticizing or sensationalizing it; however, historical
accounts acknowledge the treacherous nature of Ford's act and the complex motives behind it.

What was Jesse James's legacy following his death?

Jesse James became a legendary figure of the American Old West, symbolizing outlaw rebellion and resistance; his
life and death continue to inspire numerous stories, films, and historical debates.

Did Jesse James suspect Robert Ford was planning to kill him?

There is evidence to suggest Jesse James was wary of betrayal, but whether he specifically suspected Ford was
planning to kill him remains uncertain; Ford's betrayal was considered a shock at the time.

How has the story of Jesse James and Robert Ford influenced American
culture?

Their story has become a quintessential tale of outlaw heroism and treachery, inspiring countless movies,
books, and legends that explore themes of loyalty, betrayal, and the rugged frontier spirit.



Additional Resources
The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford is a film that delves deep into themes of heroism,
betrayal, myth-making, and human vulnerability. Directed by Andrew Dominik and based on the novel by Ron
Hansen, this 2007 Western drama offers a contemplative and visually stunning portrayal of the notorious
outlaw Jesse James and the tragic figure of Robert Ford, whose betrayal ultimately led to Jesse’s death. The
film is not merely a recounting of historical events but an exploration of the complex psychological and
emotional landscapes of its characters, set against the vast, haunting backdrop of the American West.

---

Overview of the Film

The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford is a meticulous character study that combines
poetic cinematography with a slow, deliberate narrative style. The movie is distinguished by its atmospheric
tone, richly layered performances, and philosophical musings on fame and infamy. Its narrative structure is non-
linear, often reflecting on memories and internal thoughts, which invites viewers into the minds of both Jesse
James and Robert Ford.

The film stars Brad Pitt as Jesse James, a charismatic yet conflicted outlaw, and Casey Affleck as Robert
Ford, a young, insecure man obsessed with Jesse’s legend. The film’s tone is contemplative, almost meditative,
emphasizing mood over action, and capturing the fading myth of the American frontier.

---

Historical Context and Accuracy

Historical Background
Jesse James was a legendary figure of the American Old West, leading the James-Younger Gang in a series of bank
and train robberies. His outlaw persona was intertwined with the tumultuous period of Reconstruction after
the Civil War. Robert Ford, a member of Jesse’s gang, became infamous for shooting Jesse in 1882, claiming to do
so to collect a reward and out of perceived loyalty.

Historical Accuracy
While the film is rooted in real events, it takes artistic liberties to deepen character development and thematic
exploration. For example:
- The film emphasizes the psychological complexity of both Jesse and Robert, which historical records only hint
at.
- It portrays Robert Ford as more conflicted and sympathetic than traditional narratives, aligning with the
film’s focus on obsession and betrayal.
- The film’s depiction of Jesse’s personality and the circumstances of his death are largely faithful but stylized
for cinematic effect.

Pros:
- Thoughtful interpretation of historical figures
- Deep psychological insight into characters
- Artistic liberties enhance thematic depth

Cons:
- Some historical details are simplified or altered



- May mislead viewers unfamiliar with actual events

---

Performance and Characters

Brad Pitt as Jesse James
Brad Pitt’s portrayal captures Jesse James as a charismatic, conflicted outlaw who is both a folk hero and a
flawed man. His performance conveys a mixture of charm, weariness, and a sense of impending doom. Pitt’s
presence lends a magnetic quality to Jesse, emphasizing his role as a legendary figure struggling with his own
myth.

Strengths:
- Charismatic and nuanced performance
- Captures Jesse’s internal conflict
- Embodies the mythic quality of the outlaw

Weaknesses:
- Some viewers may find his portrayal somewhat detached emotionally
- The film’s slow pacing can obscure the character’s development

Casey Affleck as Robert Ford
Casey Affleck delivers a compelling portrayal of Robert Ford, a man consumed by admiration and envy. His
portrayal is subtle and layered, revealing Ford’s internal turmoil, insecurity, and eventual moral descent.
Affleck’s performance is often praised for its quiet intensity and vulnerability.

Strengths:
- Deeply nuanced and emotionally resonant
- Effectively conveys Ford’s obsession and guilt
- Creates empathy for a complex character

Weaknesses:
- Some may find Ford’s character slow to develop
- The portrayal is so internalized that it may appear subdued

---

Thematic Analysis

Heroism and Myth-Making
One of the central themes of the film is the construction of heroism and how myths are created around figures
like Jesse James. The film questions whether Jesse’s outlaw persona is a product of genuine heroism or societal
need for legends. The cinematography and narrative emphasize how Jesse’s image is crafted and how it affects
those around him, especially Robert Ford.



Betrayal and Morality
The act of Robert Ford shooting Jesse is depicted not just as a betrayal but as a tragic culmination of
obsession, admiration, and moral ambiguity. The film explores whether Ford’s act was cowardice or a misguided
attempt at heroism himself, blurring the lines between villain and victim.

Fame, Infamy, and Identity
The film reflects on the desire for fame and recognition, illustrating how individuals seek to define themselves
through association with larger-than-life figures. Jesse’s fame is contrasted with Ford’s quiet desperation to
be noticed, culminating in a tragic collision of identity and legacy.

---

Visual Style and Direction

Cinematography
Andrew Dominik’s direction is complemented by Roger Deakins’ breathtaking cinematography, which captures the
expansive American landscape with poetic grace. The use of natural light, muted color palettes, and deliberate
framing evoke a sense of timelessness and melancholy.

Features:
- Wide, panoramic shots of the West
- Use of natural lighting to emphasize realism
- Intimate close-ups that reveal characters’ inner struggles

Editing and Pacing
The film’s slow pacing allows for reflective contemplation but may test the patience of some viewers. The
editing emphasizes mood and character interaction over plot progression, creating an immersive experience that
encourages viewers to ponder the characters’ internal worlds.

Pros:
- Enhances the poetic tone
- Builds emotional resonance gradually

Cons:
- Might feel sluggish for audiences expecting action
- Requires patience and engagement

---

Music and Sound Design
Nick Cave and Warren Ellis composed the evocative score, which underpins the film’s somber tone. The music is
sparse yet powerful, often matching the quiet intensity of the characters’ internal states.

Features:
- Minimalist score emphasizing mood
- Use of ambient sounds to enhance realism
- Silence used effectively during tense moments



Pros:
- Deepens emotional impact
- Reinforces the film’s contemplative atmosphere

Cons:
- Limited musical variety
- Some may find it too subdued

---

Critical Reception and Legacy
Upon release, The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford received critical acclaim for its
artistry, performances, and thematic depth. It was praised for its visual beauty and contemplative tone but
also noted for its slow pace. Over time, it has gained recognition as a modern classic and a profound
meditation on myth and mortality.

Pros:
- Visually stunning and thematically rich
- Powerful performances, especially by Affleck
- Thought-provoking exploration of heroism and betrayal

Cons:
- Not universally accessible due to pacing
- Some viewers may prefer more action-oriented Westerns

---

Conclusion
The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford stands out as a masterful exploration of myth,
morality, and human frailty set against the vastness of the American West. Its poetic visuals, layered
performances, and philosophical themes elevate it beyond a typical Western, transforming it into a meditation
on the nature of fame, the cost of idolization, and the tragic consequences of betrayal. While its deliberate
pace and somber tone may not appeal to all audiences, its artistic achievements make it a significant film that
invites reflection long after the credits roll. Whether viewed as a historical recounting or as a profound
character study, it remains a compelling and beautifully crafted film that challenges viewers to reconsider the
myths they hold about heroes and villains alike.

The Assassination Of Jesse James By The Coward Robert Ford

  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: The Assassination of Jesse
James by the Coward Robert Ford Ron Hansen, 2013-05-28 A powerful novel of the infamous
Western outlaw and his killer: “The best blend of fiction and history I’ve read in a long while” (John
Irving). By age thirty-four, Jesse James was already one of the most notorious and admired men in
America. Bank robber, train bandit, gang leader, killer, and beloved son of Missouri— James’s many
epithets live on in newspapers and novels alike. As his celebrity was reaching its apex, James met
Robert Ford, the brother of a James gang member—an awkward, antihero-worshipping
twenty-year-old with stars in his eyes. The young man’s fascination with the legend borders on
jealous obsession: While Ford wants to ride alongside James as his most-trusted confidant, sharing
his spotlight is not enough. As a bond forms between the two men, Ford realizes that the only way
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he’ll ever be as powerful as his idol is to become him; he must kill James and take his mantle. In the
striking novel that inspired the film of the same name starring Brad Pitt and Casey Affleck,
bestselling author Ron Hansen retells a classic Wild West story that has long captured the nation’s
imagination, and breathes new life into the final days and ignoble death of an iconic American man.
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: The Assassination of Jesse
James by the Coward Robert Ford Ron Hansen, 1984-11-01 Portrays the skittish younger brother of
a James gang member whose fascination with Jesse James grew to a fierce desire to become the
legendary outlaw
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: The Assassination of Jesse
James by the Coward Robert Ford , 2007
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: The Assassination of Jesse
James by the Coward Robert Ford Ron Hansen, 1983 A fictionalized portrait of the legendary
outlaw Jesse James, his violent career, and his murderer, Robert Ford, in an epic tale of the Old
West.
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: The Assassination of Jesse
James by the Coward Robert Ford Nick Cave,
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: The Assassination of Jesse
James by the Coward Robert Ford Andrew Dominik, 2005
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: No Shit? 100 Original Facts
about Movie the Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford Elizabeth Garling, 2013-02
In this book, we have hand-picked the most sophisticated, unanticipated, absorbing (if not at times
crackpot!), original and musing movie reviews of The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward
Robert Ford. Don't say we didn't warn you: these reviews are known to shock with their
unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be startled by their biting sincerity; others may be
spellbound by their unbridled flights of fantasy. Don't buy this book if: 1. You don't have nerves of
steel. 2. You expect to get pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've heard it all.
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: Encyclopedia of Contemporary
Christian Fiction Nancy M. Tischler, 2009-09-10 A biographical encyclopedia of American and
British Christian-themed writers from World War II to the present, covering acclaimed literary works
and popular evangelical fiction. Encyclopedia of Contemporary Christian Fiction: From C.S. Lewis to
Left Behind spans the entire breadth of Christian-themed British and American writing from World
War II to the present—well-known and less familiar authors, acclaimed literary novels, and popular
writing in a variety of genres (mysteries, thrillers, romances), works that explore matters of faith,
works that challenge orthodoxy and church practices, and works wholly written by and for devout
evangelicals. Encyclopedia of Contemporary Christian Fiction offers 90 alphabetically organized
entries covering the field's most important writers. Each entry includes a brief biography, religious
and educational background, a survey of major works and themes, and a summary of critical
response, as well as a bibliography of major works and criticism. By examining evocative, sometimes
overlooked Christian elements in modern fiction, and by exploring the depth and scope of popular
evangelical fiction, Encyclopedia of Contemporary Christian Fiction offers the richest, most
complete portrait of the role of faith in modern English writing ever published.
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: Jesse James and the Movies
Johnny D. Boggs, 2014-01-10 This illustrated filmography analyzes the plots and players of the more
than forty motion pictures about the legendary Missouri outlaw Jesse James (1847-1882), from the
silent era to the 21st century. Among the films and actors covered are Jesse James (1939) with
Tyrone Power, Kansas Raiders (1950) with Audie Murphy, The Great Northfield Minnesota Raid
(1972) with Robert Duvall, and The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford (2007)
with Brad Pitt. Each evaluation compares Hollywood's version of history to the hard facts. A brief
biography of the outlaw provides an overview of his life and career. Also examined are European
films, made-for-television movies and continuing TV series that have featured episodes involving
Jesse James.



  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: The Ridley Scott Encyclopedia
Laurence Raw, 2009-09-28 From his first feature film, The Duellists, to his international successes
Alien, Blade Runner, Thelma and Louise, Black Hawk Down, Gladiator, and American Gangster,
Ridley Scott has directed some of the most compelling films of the last 30 years. Apart from his work
as a film director, Scott has engaged in a vast range of activities, including that as a designer,
producer, film mogul, and advertising executive. The Ridley Scott Encyclopedia is the first book that
focuses on all aspects of his work in a wide-ranging career that spans nearly 50 years. The entries in
this encyclopedia focus on all aspects of his work and are divided into four categories. The first
focuses on Ridley Scott's work as a director, encompassing his feature films from The Duellists to
Body of Lies, as well as his work in television, including commercials. The second category focuses
on the people who have been involved in Scott's projects, including actors, directors, producers,
designers, writers and other creative personnel. The third focuses on general thematic issues raised
in Scott's work, such as gender construction, political issues, and geographical locations. Finally the
encyclopedia incorporates entries on films by other directors who have influenced Scott's approach
to his work as a director or producer. Each entry is followed by a bibliography of published sources,
both in print and online, making this the most comprehensive reference on Scott's body of work.
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: The American West on Film
Johnny D. Boggs, 2019-11-15 More than a history of Western movies, The American West on Film
intertwines film history, the history of the American West, and American social history into one
unique volume. The American West on Film chronicles 12 Hollywood motion pictures that are set in
the post–Civil War American West, including The Ox-Bow Incident, Red River, High Noon, The
Searchers, The Magnificent Seven, Little Big Man, and Tombstone. Each film overview summarizes
the movie's plot, details how the film came to be made, the critical and box-office reactions upon its
release, and the history of the time period or actual event. This is followed by a comparison and
contrast of the filmmakers' version of history with the facts, as well as an analysis of the film's
significance, then and now. Relying on contemporary accounts and historical analysis as well as
perspectives from filmmakers, historians, and critics, the author describes what it took to get each
movie made and how close to the historical truth the movie actually got. Readers will come away
with a better understanding of how movies often reflect the time in which they were made, and how
Westerns can offer provocative social commentary hidden beneath old-fashioned shoot-em-ups.
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: Cinematic States Gareth
Higgins, 2013-11-05 A Northern Irish writer explores his adopted homeland through film in this
irreverent yet moving journey through each of the 50 states. Set among a personal backdrop of
immigration memoir, he takes on American myths in their most powerful form—the motion
picture—by setting out to determine if a Kansas yellow brick road really does lead to the end of the
rainbow, and whether it first has to pass through Colorado's Overlook Hotel. Amid the multipurpose
woodchippers, friendly exorcists, and faulty motel showers, resurrected baseball players, and
miracle-working gardeners, he examines what the stories we tell reveal about American lives and
uses this to sum up what he has learned about the promises, failures, and hope that is America.
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: 100 Greatest Cult Films
Christopher J. Olson, 2018-04-12 The term “cult film” may be difficult to define, but one thing is
certain: A cult film is any movie that has developed a rabid following for one reason or another.
From highly influential works of pop art like Eraserhead and Faster, Pussycat! Kill! Kill! to trash
masterpieces such as Miami Connection and Fateful Findings, thousands of movies have earned
recognition as cult classics over the years, and new movies rise to cult status every year. So how do
viewers searching for the best or most important cult films decide where to start? In 100 Greatest
Cult Films, Christopher J. Olson highlights the most provocative, intriguing, entertaining, and
controversial films produced over the last century. The movies included here have either earned
reputations as bona fide cult classics or have in some way impacted our understanding of cult
cinema, often transcending traditional notions of “good” and “bad” while featuring memorable
characters, unforgettably shocking scenes, and exceptionally quotable dialogue. With detailed



arguments for why these films deserve to be considered among the greatest of all time, Olson
provides readers fodder for debate and a jumping-off point for future watching. A thought-provoking
and accessible look at dozens of cinematic “treasures,” this resource includes valuable information
on the films, creators, and institutions that have shaped cult cinema. Ultimately, The 100 Greatest
Cult Films offers readers—from casual cinephiles, film scholars, and avid fans alike—a chance to
discover or re-discover some of the most memorable films of all time.
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: Cross-Cultural Connections in
Crime Fictions V. Miller, H. Oakley, 2012-05-09 A collection of ten original essays forging new
interdisciplinary connections between crime fiction and film, encompassing British, Swedish,
American and Canadian contexts. The authors explore representations of race, gender, sexuality and
memory, and challenge traditional categorisations of academic and professional crime writing.
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: Masculinities in Literature
of the American West Lydia R. Cooper, 2016-11-15 The Western genre provides the most widely
recognized, iconic images of masculinity in the United States - gun-slinging, laconic white male
heroes who emphasize individualism, violence, and an idiosyncratic form of justice. This idealized
masculinity has been fused with ideas of national identity and character. Masculinities in Literature
of the American West examines how contemporary literary Westerns push back against the coded
image of the Western hero, exposing pervasive anxieties about what it means to act like a man.
Contemporary Westerns critique assumptions about innate connections between power, masculinity,
and American character that influence public rhetoric even in the late 20th and early 21st centuries.
These novels struggle with the monumental challenge of all Westerns: the challenge of being human
in a place where being a man is so strictly coded, so unachievable, so complicit in atrocity, and so
desirable that it is worth dying for, worth killing for, or perhaps worth nothing at all.
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: The 50 Greatest Westerns
Barry Stone, 2016-08-04 Author Barry Stone has served his apprenticeship as a western movie geek
and aficionado. The Magnificent Seven, The Wild Bunch, Red River – for 50 years the western has
been the only genre in a life that 'just ain't big enough for two'. He has written on the history of
cinema for the illustrated reference book Historica, is a regular attendee to western premieres for
FOX Studios Australia, and was recently a guest of the Museum of Western Film History in
Independence, California. Intrigued by the idea of frontier wilderness, of law and order vs
lawlessness, and a firm belief that 'the better the bad guy, the better the film', he goes beyond the
American south-west to pay homage to the Italian and even Australian western – and, after much
deliberation, he ranks them in order...
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: Quality Hollywood Geoff King,
2015-11-30 What defines 'quality' in contemporary Hollywood film? Although often seen as
inhospitable to such work, the studios of the blockbuster-franchise era continue to produce features
that make claims to higher status. Films such as The Social Network, The Assassination of Jesse
James by the Coward Robert Ford and Mystic River are marked as distinctive from the mainstream
norm. But how exactly, and how are such qualities mixed with more familiar Hollywood ingredients,
as found in larger doses in other examples such as Blood Diamond and the blockbuster-scale
Inception? Quality Hollywood is the first book to address these issues, featuring close analysis of
case study films, critical responses and the wider notions of cultural value on which these draw.
Geoff King argues that such films retain a presence as a minority strand of studio output. The
reasons for this combine factors relating to economics, the power of certain filmmakers and
Hollywood's investment in its own prestige.
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: Pop Culture Places Gladys L.
Knight, 2014-08-11 This three-volume reference set explores the history, relevance, and significance
of pop culture locations in the United States—places that have captured the imagination of the
American people and reflect the diversity of the nation. Pop Culture Places: An Encyclopedia of
Places in American Popular Culture serves as a resource for high school and college students as well
as adult readers that contains more than 350 entries on a broad assortment of popular places in



America. Covering places from Ellis Island to Fisherman's Wharf, the entries reflect the tremendous
variety of sites, historical and modern, emphasizing the immense diversity and historical
development of our nation. Readers will gain an appreciation of the historical, social, and cultural
impact of each location and better understand how America has come to be a nation and evolved
culturally through the lens of popular places. Approximately 200 sidebars serve to highlight
interesting facts while images throughout the book depict the places described in the text. Each
entry supplies a brief bibliography that directs students to print and electronic sources of additional
information.
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: The Encyclopedia of Best Films
Jay Robert Nash, 2019-10-23 This all-inclusive A-Z encyclopedia by one of the world's foremost
experts on cinema provides comprehensive annotations of the best films produced from 1914 on.
The work offers more than 5,000 three- to five-star entries (three stars=good; four stars=excellent;
five stars=masterpiece), and yes, author Jay Robert Nash has viewed every single one of them as
well as many more that did not make the cut. In addition to a precis, each film's entry also includes a
listing of the cast as well as the key principles involved in production, from the director to the hair
stylist. Especially unique to this book is a rating system that helps parents determine whether or not
a film is appropriate for their children. Unlike the industry rating system which can be influenced by
studio lobbying, Nash objectively evaluates each film and confers upon it one of four
recommendations for viewing: recommended, acceptable, cautionary, and unacceptable. Backmatter
includes a list of top films by genre (i.e. animated, drama, sports, mystery, adventure etc.) as well as
an annotated name index listing all persons mentioned along with their dates of birth and death.
Rounding out this essential volume for the film buff are over 500 still photos from the author's
private collection.
  the assassination of jesse james by the coward robert ford: Character-Based Film Series
Part 1 Terry Rowan, 2016-04-09 A group of films on a character-based series, which include Andy
Hardy, Benji, Billy Jack, Blondie, Captain Nemo, Dr. Kildare, The Falcon, Francis the Talking Mule,
Harry Potter, Henry Aldrich, Jason Voorhees, Jungle Jim. The Lone Ranger, Ma 8 Pa Kettle, Matt
Dillon, Michael Myers, Robin Hood, Santa Claus, Superman, Tarzan and Zorro. These and other
characters make this interesting book

Related to the assassination of jesse james by the coward
robert ford
The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford Based on Ron Hansen 's 1983
novel of the same name, the film dramatizes the relationship between Jesse James and Robert Ford,
focusing on the events that lead up to the titular killing
The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford   "The Assassination of Jesse
James by the Coward Robert Ford" is a handsomely mounted, film-school like study of the last days
of the infamous James' Gang by director
The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford ulty judge of character, a
prevaricator, a child at heart. He went everywhere unrecognized and lunched with Kansas City
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