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Terry Pratchett the Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents

Terry Pratchett’s literary legacy is vast and multifaceted, but among his most beloved works is The

Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents. This novel, part of the acclaimed Discworld series,

combines humor, adventure, and sharp social commentary through the charming story of a street-

smart cat and a group of intelligent rats. In this article, we’ll explore the background of the book, its

themes, characters, and why it continues to captivate readers worldwide.

---

Overview of The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents

Introduction to the Book

Published in 2001, The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents is a standalone novel within

Terry Pratchett’s expansive Discworld universe. It is targeted at middle-grade readers but has a charm

and wit that appeal to all ages. The story is a satirical take on fairy tales, featuring a clever twist on

the classic Pied Piper legend.

Plot Summary

The novel follows Maurice, a street-smart, talking tomcat who leads a band of rats that have been

taught to read and write. The rats have a scam: they "mow" townspeople by pretending to infest their

towns, then leaving after Maurice’s “pied piper” act. However, their scheme takes a dark turn when



they arrive in the town of Bad Blintz, where they encounter unexpected dangers, moral dilemmas, and

a deeper understanding of their own nature.

---

The Themes and Messages of the Novel

Satire of Fairy Tales and Morality

Pratchett cleverly subverts traditional fairy tale tropes by giving the rats intelligence and agency.

Instead of mindless vermin, they become characters with motives and moral complexities. The book

questions the notions of good and evil, right and wrong, and explores how stories shape perceptions.

Exploration of Free Will and Morality

The characters grapple with questions about whether they are responsible for their actions, especially

as their scam leads to unintended consequences. Maurice, the clever cat, often reflects on the morality

of their schemes, illustrating themes of responsibility and conscience.

Critique of Societal Structures

Pratchett uses the setting and characters to critique societal issues such as exploitation, greed, and

the abuse of power. The town of Bad Blintz is a microcosm of broader social dynamics, highlighting

the importance of ethics and empathy.

---



Characters in The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents

Maurice

- A street-smart, talking cat who is the de facto leader.

- Known for his wit, cunning, and moral dilemmas.

- Serves as the narrator and moral compass of the story.

The Educated Rodents

- A diverse group of rats, each with distinct personalities and backgrounds.

- Taught to read and write, which gives them a unique perspective.

- Their names and traits include:

Darktan: The skeptical leader of the rats.

Hamnpork: The naive but optimistic rat.

Gaspode: A dog who plays a crucial role.

Other Key Characters

- The Pieman: A mysterious figure whose role impacts the story’s climax.

- The Townspeople: Represent societal complacency and greed.

- The Mayor of Bad Blintz: A symbol of authority and corruption.

---



The Unique Writing Style and Humor of Terry Pratchett

Humor and Satire

Pratchett’s signature humor combines wit, irony, and satire. He often uses comedic dialogue and

clever wordplay to highlight societal quirks and moral issues.

Accessible Language and Storytelling

Despite its satirical depth, the novel’s language is accessible, making it suitable for middle-grade

readers, yet layered enough for adult readers to appreciate the nuances.

Philosophical Underpinnings

Pratchett weaves philosophical questions seamlessly into the narrative, prompting readers to think

critically about morality, choice, and societal norms.

---

The Impact and Legacy of The Amazing Maurice and His

Educated Rodents

Award Recognition

The novel was awarded the Carnegie Medal and the Locus Award for Best Young Adult Book,

cementing its status as a significant work in children’s literature.



Adaptations and Cultural Influence

- The story has been adapted into a stage play and audiobook.

- It has inspired numerous discussions on storytelling, morality, and social issues.

- The characters and themes are frequently referenced in popular culture, especially in discussions of

fairy tale subversions.

Educational Value

The book encourages critical thinking, empathy, and understanding of complex ethical issues, making

it a valuable resource for educators and parents.

---

Why The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents

Continues to Captivate Readers

Timeless Themes

The novel’s exploration of morality, responsibility, and societal critique remains relevant, resonating

with readers of all ages.

Engaging Characters and Plot

The charismatic characters and fast-paced plot keep readers invested, blending humor with suspense.



Unique Perspective on Fairy Tales

Pratchett’s inventive reinterpretation of classic stories offers fresh insights and encourages readers to

question traditional narratives.

Multilayered Storytelling

The book’s clever writing appeals both to children and adults, offering entertainment and thought-

provoking themes simultaneously.

---

Conclusion

Terry Pratchett’s The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents stands out as a masterful blend of

satire, adventure, and moral inquiry. Through the clever characters of Maurice, the educated rats, and

the townspeople of Bad Blintz, Pratchett invites readers to reflect on societal norms, morality, and the

power of storytelling. Its enduring popularity is a testament to Pratchett’s skill in crafting stories that are

both entertaining and thought-provoking. Whether you’re a fan of fairy tale retellings, humorous

fantasy, or social commentary, this novel offers a delightful and meaningful reading experience that

continues to inspire and entertain generations of readers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Amazing Maurice and His Educated

Rodents' by Terry Pratchett?

The novel explores themes of deception, greed, and the nature of intelligence, highlighting how

appearances can be deceiving and questioning what truly constitutes wisdom.



How does 'The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents' differ from

traditional fairy tales?

Unlike typical fairy tales that often have clear moral lessons, this book satirizes those stories by

presenting morally complex characters and emphasizing that things are not always as they seem.

Who are the main characters in 'The Amazing Maurice and His

Educated Rodents'?

The story centers around Maurice, a street-smart rat, along with his group of educated rats, a young

boy named Keith, and a sinister scorpion named The Plague, among others.

What inspired Terry Pratchett to write 'The Amazing Maurice and His

Educated Rodents'?

Pratchett was inspired by classic fairy tales and wanted to create a satirical take that challenged

traditional narratives, blending humor with social commentary.

Is 'The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents' suitable for

children?

Yes, it is a young adult novel that appeals to both teens and adults, featuring humor, adventure, and

thoughtful themes suitable for a wide age range.

Has 'The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents' won any

awards?

Yes, it won the Carnegie Medal in 2001, recognizing its excellence in children's literature.



How does the book fit within Terry Pratchett's Discworld universe?

While it is a standalone story, it features the signature humor and satire characteristic of Discworld,

and some characters or references may loosely connect to the broader discworld series.

What are some notable reviews or receptions of 'The Amazing Maurice

and His Educated Rodents'?

The novel received critical acclaim for its clever storytelling, humor, and social commentary, and is

praised for its engaging plot and memorable characters, making it a popular choice among fans of

Pratchett's work.

Additional Resources

Terry Pratchett’s “The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents” stands as a captivating testament

to the author’s unique blend of wit, satire, and thoughtful storytelling. Published in 2001, this novel

diverges from Pratchett’s renowned Discworld series to present a standalone story that intertwines

fantasy, humor, and social commentary. It showcases Pratchett’s mastery in crafting narratives that

are as entertaining as they are intellectually engaging, appealing to both young readers and adults

alike.

---

Introduction to the Novel and Its Context

Overview of the Book

“The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents” is a fantasy novel set in a world where animals

possess a surprising level of intelligence and independence. At its core, the story follows Maurice, a



street-smart cat, and a band of highly educated rats who are capable of speech and complex

reasoning. Together, they embark on a series of adventures that challenge perceptions of morality,

intelligence, and social structures.

Placement within Pratchett’s Literary Universe

While not part of the extensive Discworld series, this novel reflects Terry Pratchett’s signature

style—blending humor with social critique. It stands as a standalone work, yet it shares thematic

threads with his other books, such as the exploration of societal norms, the absurdity of human nature,

and the importance of critical thinking. Published in the early 21st century, it also highlights Pratchett’s

evolving approach to storytelling, appealing to a broader audience.

---

Major Themes and Messages

Satire of Fairy Tales and Traditional Morality

One of the defining features of Pratchett’s work is his subversion of classic fairy tale tropes. In “The

Amazing Maurice,” he takes familiar elements—talking animals, magic, and heroism—and twists them

to expose the often simplistic morality behind traditional stories. The novel questions whether heroes

are always right and whether morality is black-and-white.

The Nature of Intelligence and Education

A central motif is the role of education and intelligence. The rats, often underestimated by humans, are

portrayed as intelligent, resourceful beings capable of strategic thinking. Their education is a metaphor

for the importance of knowledge, critical thinking, and self-awareness. The novel suggests that

intelligence is not solely a human trait and that understanding and education can empower even the

seemingly insignificant.



Deception and Exploitation

The plot revolves around a con—a scheme devised by Maurice and his rat companions—to scam local

townspeople into paying for “pied piper” services that will rid them of rats. This deception mirrors real-

world scenarios where exploitation and greed lead to moral dilemmas. The story explores the grey

areas of morality, challenging readers to consider whether ends justify means.

Community and Identity

The characters, especially the rats and Maurice, grapple with questions of identity and belonging. The

rats’ desire for independence and respect mirrors human struggles with social acceptance and self-

identity. The themes encourage reflection on how communities function and the importance of

understanding and valuing different perspectives.

---

Character Analysis and Development

Maurice: The Cunning Cat with a Heart

Maurice is a quintessential anti-hero—clever, pragmatic, and somewhat cynical. His character

embodies the survival instincts of street-smart animals, but he also displays moments of genuine care

and moral complexity. Throughout the novel, Maurice evolves from a self-serving con artist to a leader

who recognizes the importance of friendship and integrity.

The Educated Rats: Wrench, Dangerous Beans, and Pea

- Wrench: The pragmatic and cautious rat, often the voice of reason within the group.

- Dangerous Beans: The philosophical and introspective rat, who questions their existence and

morality.



- Pea: The young and naive rat, representing innocence and curiosity.

Together, these characters showcase diverse personalities and philosophies, creating a dynamic

ensemble that drives the narrative. Their development highlights themes of self-awareness, bravery,

and the importance of education.

Other Supporting Characters

- The Pied Piper: A mysterious figure whose role in the story is layered with ambiguity, symbolizing

manipulation and the allure of easy solutions.

- The Townspeople: Represent societal gullibility and the consequences of naivety.

---

Narrative Structure and Style

Humor and Wit

Pratchett’s writing is characterized by sharp wit, clever wordplay, and humorous dialogues. His humor

often serves to satirize societal norms, poke fun at human follies, and make complex themes

accessible.

Narrative Voice

The novel features a third-person narrative that provides insight into multiple characters’ thoughts and

motivations. Pratchett’s narrative style balances humor with serious reflection, creating a layered

storytelling approach.

Pacing and Plot Development



The plot moves swiftly, combining moments of humor, suspense, and philosophical musings. The

story’s pacing keeps readers engaged while allowing space for character development and thematic

exploration.

---

Critical Reception and Literary Significance

Reception by Critics and Readers

“The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents” was widely praised for its clever storytelling and

thematic depth. Critics appreciated its ability to entertain while provoking thought on ethical issues and

societal structures. It won several awards, including the Carnegie Medal and the British Fantasy

Award, underscoring its impact and literary merit.

Educational and Moral Lessons

The novel’s messages about critical thinking, the importance of education, and questioning authority

resonate with educators and parents. Its accessible language and engaging plot make it a valuable

tool for discussions on morality and social responsibility with young readers.

Place in Modern Fantasy Literature

Pratchett’s work in this novel exemplifies how fantasy can serve as a mirror to real-world issues. It

stands alongside other modern classics that use allegory and satire to explore human nature,

cementing Pratchett’s reputation as a master storyteller who elevates genre fiction into meaningful

literature.

---



Impact and Legacy

Influence on Readers and Writers

The novel continues to inspire readers of all ages, encouraging critical thinking and ethical reflection.

Its memorable characters and inventive plot have influenced writers in the fantasy genre, emphasizing

the importance of humor and social critique.

Adaptations and Cultural References

While primarily a literary work, “The Amazing Maurice” has inspired stage adaptations, audiobooks,

and discussions about its themes. Its enduring relevance highlights Pratchett’s ability to craft stories

that transcend time and culture.

---

Conclusion: A Masterpiece of Wit and Wisdom

In “The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents,” Terry Pratchett once again proves his mastery

of blending humor, fantasy, and social commentary. Through vivid characters, sharp satire, and

insightful themes, he challenges readers to question assumptions, value education, and recognize the

complexity of morality. The novel’s enduring appeal lies in its clever storytelling and its capacity to

entertain while prompting meaningful reflection. It remains a shining example of Pratchett’s talent for

creating stories that are as thought-provoking as they are delightful, securing its place as a modern

classic in the realm of fantasy literature.
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Rodents

  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: The Amazing Maurice and
His Educated Rodents Terry Pratchett, 2009-10-06 In this standalone Discworld novel, bestselling
fantasy grandmaster Sir Terry Pratchett turns a classic fairy tale on its head, and no one will ever
look at the Pied Piper—or rats—the same way again! “Hilarious, moving, scary, impishly vulgar, and
wickedly wise.” —Locus Carnegie Medal Winner * ALA Best Fiction for Young Adults * New York
Public Library Books for the Teen Age * VOYA Best Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror * Book
Sense Pick The Amazing Maurice runs the perfect Pied Piper scam. This streetwise alley cat knows
the value of cold, hard cash and can talk his way into and out of anything. But when Maurice and his
cohorts decide to con the town of Bad Blinitz, it will take more than fast talking to survive the
danger that awaits. For this is a town where food is scarce and rats are hated, where cellars are
lined with deadly traps, and where a terrifying evil lurks beneath the hunger-stricken streets.... The
Discworld novels can be read in any order, but The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents is a
standalone. This book’s feline hero was first mentioned in the Discworld novel Reaper Man and stars
in the movie version of his adventure, The Amazing Maurice, featuring David Tenant, Emilia Clarke,
Hamish Patel, and Hugh Laurie. Fans of Maurice will relish the adventures of Tiffany Aching,
starting with The Wee Free Men and A Hat Full of Sky!
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: The Amazing Maurice
and his Educated Rodents Terry Pratchett, 2022-09-27 *New Special film edition of the 28th novel
in the bestselling Discworld series - soon to be a Sky Original movie! * Join the world of The Amazing
Maurice, the Carnegie Medal winning novel by Terry Pratchett. IT'S A RAT-EAT-RAT WORLD... Rats!
They're everywhere: in the breadbins, dancing across tabletops, stealing pies from under the cooks'
noses. So, what does every town need? A good piper to lure them away. That's where Maurice comes
in! A streetwise tomcat with the perfect money-making scam. Everyone has heard the stories about
rats and pipes, and con-cat Maurice finds a stupid-looking kid with a pipe, and has his very own
plague of rats - strangely educated rats... But in Bad Blintz, someone is playing a different tune and
now Maurice and his rats must learn a new concept: evil.... 'An astonishing novel' Financial Times
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: The Amazing Maurice
and His Educated Rodents Terry Pratchett, 2002-11 A talking cat, intelligent rats, and a strange
boy cooperate in a Pied Piper scam until they try to con the wrong town and are confronted by a
deadly evil rat king.
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: The Amazing Maurice and
his Educated Rodents Terry Pratchett, 2022-06-28 Maurice, a streetwise tomcat, has the perfect
money-making scam. Everyone knows the stories about rats and pipers, and Maurice has a
stupid-looking kid with a pipe, and his very own plague of rats - strangely educated rats . . . But in
Bad Blintz, the little con suddenly goes down the drain. For someone there is playing a different tune
and now the rats must learn a new word. EVIL. It's not a game anymore. It's a rat-eat-rat world. And
that might only be the start . . . 'Ethically challenging, beautifully orchestrated, philosophically
opposed to the usual plot fixes of fantasy.' The Guardian 'An astonishing novel' Financial Times
Written by the beloved and acclaimed fantasty writer, Terry Pratchett.
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: Terry Pratchett's the
Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents Terry Pratchett, Matthew Holmes, 2011 Terry
Prattchett's immortal Amazing Maurice in a musical adaptation, with everything you need for
schools to perform.
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: The Amazing Maurice
and his Educated Rodents Terry Pratchett, 2022-10-25 *New Special film edition of the 28th novel
in the bestselling Discworld series - soon to be a Sky Original movie! * Join the world of The Amazing
Maurice, the Carnegie Medal winning novel by Terry Pratchett. IT'S A RAT-EAT-RAT WORLD... Rats!
They're everywhere: in the breadbins, dancing across tabletops, stealing pies from under the cooks'
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noses. So, what does every town need? A good piper to lure them away. That's where Maurice comes
in! A streetwise tomcat with the perfect money-making scam. Everyone has heard the stories about
rats and pipes, and con-cat Maurice finds a stupid-looking kid with a pipe, and has his very own
plague of rats - strangely educated rats... But in Bad Blintz, someone is playing a different tune and
now Maurice and his rats must learn a new concept: evil.... 'An astonishing novel' Financial Times
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: Activities Based on The
Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents by Terry Pratchett Eileen Jones, 2016
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: Oxford Playscripts: The
Amazing Maurice and his Educated Rodents Terry Pratchett, Stephen Briggs, 2003-04-17 An
engaging clasroom playscript. Maurice is no ordinary cat. He's amazing. He can think, he can
talk...and he has an amazing scam going. And all he needs to pull it off is an army of intelligent rats
and one stupid-looking kid. But when his gang enter Bad Blintz, the town they have decided to con
next, they soon realize that all is not as it should be - and decide to investigate. Three squads of rats
spread out under the town, their mission to dismantle traps, bury poison, do some serious widdling,
and to find out exactly what those resident rat-catchers are up to...
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: Terry Pratchett Craig
Cabell, 2012-06-04 The extraordinary life story of one of the most beloved writers in the world,
including his courageous battle with Alzheimers With worldwide sales of more than 65 million copies
in 37 languages, Terry Pratchett's novels are eagerly awaited by his legions of fans year after year.
Featuring an in-depth look at the man and his work, as well as on-screen adaptations and a
collector's guide, this is essential reading for any fan. His first Discworld novel, The Colour of Magic,
was released in 1983 and ever since then the series, with its whimsical heroes and fiendish foes, has
delighted both young and old alike. In 2007 Pratchett announced that he had been diagnosed with
Alzheimer's disease. He has courageously faced the disease head-on, equaling the determination of
his characters in his vivid and satirical novels. This book examines his extraordinary life, showcased
against the backdrop of more than 40 years of irreverent artistic achievements. For devoted fans it
features appendices of more than 60 pages listing Pratchett's works on screen and at the theatre, a
complete UK bibliography and collector's guide, and a note about cats.
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: Power and Society in Terry
Pratchett’s Discworld Justine Breton, 2025-04-24 A critical deep-drive into conceptions of power and
society in Terry Pratchett's Discworld novels, this book brings together experts in fantasy literature,
political sciences, economics, philosophy, history, and journalism to consider the intricate social
tapestry of one of the most intricate worlds in modern fantasy. Surveying the Discworld's
institutionalised power structures from government and police to civil services, banks and societies,
it explores ideas such as language, translation, humour, crowds, community, justice and coercion in
the series' major works. Featuring analyses of novels such as Men at Arms, Equal Rites, Carpe
Jugulum, Guards! Guards!, Jingo, Night Watch, Wyrd Sisters, Witches Abroad and many more, this
collection illuminates how Pratchett juxtaposed his narratives with contemporary reflections on
social constructs. Broken down into parts looking at social power dynamics, building and destroying
worlds and the power of language, the book offers a much-needed corrective to the dearth of
scholarship on one of fantasy literature's worldbuilding titans.
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: Fantasy Fiction Frances
Sinclair, 2008 Handbook of fantasy fiction for teachers, librarians, parents and guardians and
children themselves in which to find many titles of fantasy fiction that they like, or may be tempted,
to read. Includes groups such as classic fantasy, comic fantasy, Arthurian, dark fantasy, animals and
dragons.
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: Discworld and the
Disciplines Anne Hiebert Alton, William C. Spruiell, Donald E. Palumbo, 2014-04-22 This collection
of new essays applies a wide range of critical frameworks to the analysis of prolific fantasy author
Terry Pratchett's Discworld books. Essays focus on topics such as Pratchett's treatment of noise and
silence and their political implications; art as an anodyne for racial conflict; humor and cognitive



debugging; visual semiotics; linguistic stylistics and readers' perspectives of word choice; and
Derrida and the monstrous Regiment of Women. The volume also includes an annotated bibliography
of critical sources. The essays provide fresh perspectives on Pratchett's work, which has stealthily
redefined both fantasy and humor for modern audiences.
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: The Amazing Maurice:
The Art of the Film Ramin Zahed, 2023-01-17 The official art book for the animated movie The
Amazing Maurice, based on the Carnegie Medal-winning Discworld novel by Terry Pratchett
Maurice is a streetwise talking tomcat who comes up with a money-making scam by befriending a
group of talking rats and finding a dumb-looking kid who plays a pipe. When Maurice and company
reach the stricken town of Bad Blintz, they meet a bookworm called Malicia and their scheme soon
goes down the drain. The Art of the Film is a coffee table hardback celebration of the creative
process of bringing The Amazing Maurice to life, including exclusive concept designs, character
sketches, storyboards and production art, alongside insight from the artists, filmmakers and
directors.
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: Nation Terry Pratchett,
2009-09-14 Alone on a desert island — everything and everyone he knows and loves has been
washed away in a storm — Mau is the last surviving member of his nation. He’s completely alone —
or so he thinks until he finds the ghost girl. She has no toes, wears strange lacy trousers like the
grandfather bird, and gives him a stick that can make fire. Daphne, sole survivor of the wreck of the
Sweet Judy, almost immediately regrets trying to shoot the native boy. Thank goodness the powder
was wet and the gun only produced a spark. She’s certain her father, distant cousin of the Royal
family, will come and rescue her but it seems, for now, that all she has for company is the boy and
the foul-mouthed ship’s parrot, until other survivors arrive to take refuge on the island. Together,
Mau and Daphne discover some remarkable things (including how to milk a pig, and why spitting in
beer is a good thing), and start to forge a new nation. Encompassing themes of death and
nationhood, Terry Pratchett’s new novel is, as can be expected, extremely funny, witty and wise.
Mau’s ancestors have something to teach us all. Mau just wishes they would shut up about it and let
him get on with saving everyone’s lives!
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: The Intertextuality of
Terry Pratchett’s Discworld as a Major Challenge for the Translator Aleksander Rzyman,
2017-01-06 For the translator, intertexts are among chief problems posed by the source text. Often
unmarked typographically, direct or altered, not necessarily well-known and sometimes
intersemiotic, quotations and references to other writings and culture texts call for erudition and
careful handling, so that readers of the translation stand a chance of spotting them, too. For the
reader, the rich intertextuality of Terry Pratchett’s Discworld series is among its trademark features.
Consequently, it should not be missed in translations whose success thus depends significantly on
the quality of translation of the intertexts which, as is highlighted here, cover a vast and varied
range of types of original texts. The book focuses on how to deal with Pratchett’s intertexts: how to
track them down, analyse their role, predict obstacles to their effective translation, and suggest
translation solutions – complete with a discussion of the translation of selected intertextual
fragments in the Polish version, Świat Dysku, a concise overview of intertextual theories, and an
assessment of the translator’s work.
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: Fantasy and the Real
World in British Children’s Literature Caroline Webb, 2014-09-15 This study examines the
children’s books of three extraordinary British writers—J.K. Rowling, Diana Wynne Jones, and Terry
Pratchett—and investigates their sophisticated use of narrative strategies not only to engage
children in reading, but to educate them into becoming mature readers and indeed individuals. The
book demonstrates how in quite different ways these writers establish reader expectations by
drawing on conventions in existing genres only to subvert those expectations. Their strategies lead
young readers to evaluate for themselves both the power of story to shape our understanding of the
world and to develop a sense of identity and agency. Rowling, Jones, and Pratchett provide their



readers with fantasies that are pleasurable and imaginative, but far from encouraging escape from
reality, they convey important lessons about the complexities and challenges of the real world—and
how these may be faced and solved. All three writers deploy the tropes and imaginative possibilities
of fantasy to disturb, challenge, and enlarge the world of their readers.
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: Secrets of The Wee Free
Men and Discworld Carrie Pyykkonen, Linda Washington, 2008-04-15 A fascinating guide to the
international bestselling Discworld series and the award-winning The Wee Free Men—soon to be a
major motion picture Before J. K. Rowling became the best-selling author in Britain, Terry Pratchett
wore that hat. With over 45 million books sold, Pratchett is an international phenomenon. His
brainchild is the Discworld series—novels he began as parodies of other works like Macbeth, Faust,
and The Arabian Nights. The Wee Free Men, one of Pratchett's most popular novels, will be made
into a movie by Spider-Man director Sam Raimi. It's the story of 9-year-old wannabe witch Tiffany
Aching, who unites with the Nac Mac Feegle (6-inch-tall blue men who like to fight and love to drink)
to free her brother from an evil fairy queen. A fun, interactive guide that will explore the land of
Discword, Secrets of The Wee Free Men and Discworld is filled with sidebars, mythology trivia, and
includes a bio of the fascinating author Terry Pratchett, and an in-depth analysis of his work. This
unofficial guide is a great resource for readers of The Wee Free Men and the other books of the
Discworld series.
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: The Magic of Terry
Pratchett Marc Burrows, 2020-07-30 An in-depth look into the life and writings of the bestselling
author of the Discworld novels, Good Omens, and Nation. The Magic of Terry Pratchett is the first
full biography of Sir Terry Pratchett ever written. Sir Terry was Britain’s bestselling living author*,
and before his death in 2015 had sold more than 85 million copies of his books worldwide. Best
known for the Discworld series, his work has been translated into thirty-seven languages, and
performed as plays on every continent in the world, including Antarctica. Journalist, comedian and
Pratchett fan Marc Burrows delves into the back story of one of UK’s most enduring and beloved
authors, from his childhood in the Chiltern Hills, to his time as a journalist, and the journey that
would take him—via more than sixty best-selling books—to an OBE, a knighthood and national
treasure status. The Magic Of Terry Pratchett is the result of painstaking archival research
alongside interviews with friends and contemporaries who knew the real man under the famous
black hat, helping to piece together the full story of one of British literature’s most remarkable and
beloved figures for the very first time. * Now disqualified on both counts. Praise for The Magic of
Terry Pratchett In this encompassing biography of the prolific fantasy and science-fiction author,
writer and comedian Burrows details both the writing accomplishments and the personal life of Sir
Terry Pratchett. . . . Burrows spoke to friends and family, and this biography has moments of
sadness, especially when discussing Pratchett’s fight with Alzheimer’s. But the book is also funny
and conversational in tone, and an excellent tribute to a beloved author.” —Booklist “Affable and
consistently engaging . . . Burrow’s buoyant, pun-peppered, and aptly footnote-flecked style . . .
helpfully marries his subject matter, propelling us through decade after decade of a heavily
writing-centric life while illuminating Pratchett’s complexities and contradictions without any drag
in the tempo.” —Locus Magazine “An impressively comprehensive, engagingly written biography.
****”—SFX
  terry pratchett the amazing maurice and his educated rodents: The Oxford Companion to
Children's Literature Daniel Hahn, Michael Morpurgo, 2015 The last thirty years have witnessed one
of the most fertile periods in the history of children's books. A fascinating reference guide to the
world of children's literature, this volume covers every genre from fairy tales to chapbooks; school
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