
paul theroux railway bazaar
Paul Theroux Railway Bazaar is a captivating travelogue that offers readers a
vivid and immersive journey through some of the most intriguing and lesser-
known railway routes across Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. This
compelling book, published in 1975, is not just a travel memoir but also a
detailed exploration of the diverse cultures, landscapes, and histories
encountered along the train lines that span continents. Theroux’s vivid
storytelling, keen observations, and insightful reflections make the Railway
Bazaar a must-read for travel enthusiasts, history buffs, and those
fascinated by the human stories woven into the fabric of train journeys.

---

Overview of Paul Theroux's Railway Bazaar

Background and Inspiration
Paul Theroux, an acclaimed American travel writer and novelist, embarked on
his iconic journey in 1973. His aim was to traverse the legendary railway
routes that connect distant regions of the world, experiencing and
documenting the diverse cultures, political landscapes, and everyday lives of
the people he encountered. The result was the publication of The Great
Railway Bazaar: By Train Through Asia, which has since become a classic in
travel literature.

Theroux's inspiration stemmed from a desire to explore the world beyond
conventional tourism, seeking genuine human interactions and authentic
cultural experiences. His journey took him over 12,000 miles, covering routes
such as the Orient Express, the Trans-Siberian Railway, and the Indian
Pacific, among others.

Structure and Content
The book is structured as a chronological account of Theroux’s journey,
divided into segments based on the different railway routes he traveled. Each
chapter provides detailed descriptions of the landscapes, stations, trains,
and the people he met along the way.

Theroux's narrative combines:
- Rich historical context
- Personal anecdotes
- Cultural insights
- Critical observations on political and social issues

This blend creates a layered and nuanced portrayal of each region.



---

Major Routes Covered in the Railway Bazaar

The book intricately weaves together various iconic train journeys, each with
its unique character and significance.

1. The London to Istanbul Route
Theroux begins his journey in London, traveling through Western Europe and
into Turkey. This route introduces readers to the European landscapes, the
diverse cultures of the Balkans, and the historic city of Istanbul.

2. The Trans-Siberian Railway
One of the most legendary train journeys in the world, the Trans-Siberian
stretches across Russia from Moscow to Vladivostok. Theroux explores the
vastness of Siberia, the changing landscapes, and the Russian way of life.

3. The Indian Subcontinent
Theroux’s travels through India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh delve into the
vibrant, chaotic, and culturally rich environments of South Asia. He
describes the crowded trains, colorful markets, and complex social dynamics.

4. Southeast Asia and Beyond
The journey continues through regions like Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia,
highlighting their diverse cultures, colonial histories, and modern
developments.

5. The Middle East to North Africa
Theroux explores routes through Turkey, Egypt, and Morocco, revealing the
crossroads of civilizations and the enduring influence of history on
contemporary life.

---

Key Themes and Insights in Paul Theroux's



Railway Bazaar

Cultural Encounters and Human Stories
A hallmark of Theroux’s writing is his focus on people. He vividly captures
the daily lives of passengers, train staff, vendors, and locals, offering
readers intimate glimpses into diverse cultures and social customs.

Historical and Political Context
Theroux doesn’t shy away from discussing the political climates of the
regions he visits. He reflects on colonial legacies, political upheavals, and
the challenges faced by developing nations, enriching the narrative with
historical depth.

Travel as a Reflection of Modernity and Tradition
The book illustrates the tension between tradition and modernity,
highlighting how railways serve as arteries of commerce, cultural exchange,
and national identity.

Personal Reflection and Style
Theroux’s journalistic yet personal style invites readers into his inner
thoughts, doubts, humor, and contemplations, making the journey feel
authentic and relatable.

---

Significance and Impact of the Railway Bazaar

A Landmark in Travel Literature
The Great Railway Bazaar is considered one of the most influential travel
books of the 20th century. Its detailed narrative, combined with Theroux’s
storytelling talent, has inspired countless travelers and writers.

Influence on Travel Culture
The book has popularized the idea of train journeys as a means to explore the
world intimately. It also sparked renewed interest in classic train routes
and the cultures associated with them.



Documenting a Vanishing Era
Theroux’s account captures a period in history when many of these routes and
the cultures surrounding them were undergoing significant change due to
modernization, political shifts, and globalization.

---

Modern Relevance and Legacy

Contemporary Travel and Train Enthusiasm
Today, train travel remains a popular and romanticized mode of exploration.
The routes Theroux describes have seen upgrades, increased tourism, and
renewed interest, partly driven by books like his.

Preservation of Cultural Heritage
Theroux’s detailed descriptions serve as a historical record, emphasizing the
importance of preserving the cultural and historical significance of these
railways amid rapid development.

Inspiration for Modern Travelers
Readers inspired by the Railway Bazaar often embark on their own journeys
along the routes described, seeking authentic experiences and cultural
understanding.

---

Conclusion
Paul Theroux Railway Bazaar stands as a monumental work that combines travel
adventure, cultural observation, and literary craftsmanship. It offers an
unparalleled window into the diverse world of train travel across continents,
capturing the romance, challenges, and human stories that make train journeys
timeless. Whether you are a seasoned traveler, a history enthusiast, or
simply someone curious about the world, this book provides a compelling
narrative that celebrates the enduring allure of the railway as a bridge
between nations and peoples.

---



Additional Resources for Enthusiasts

Related Books: Consider reading Theroux’s other travel works such as
Dark Star Safari or The Old Patagonian Express for similar explorations.

Documentaries and Films: Several documentaries explore the iconic routes
Theroux traveled, offering visual complements to his narrative.

Railway Preservation Societies: Engage with organizations dedicated to
maintaining historic train routes and cultural heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Paul Theroux's 'The Railway Bazaar' about?
'The Railway Bazaar' is a travel memoir where Paul Theroux recounts his
journey by train across Asia, exploring diverse cultures, landscapes, and
personal reflections along the way.

Why is 'The Railway Bazaar' considered a classic
travelogue?
It's regarded as a classic due to Theroux's vivid storytelling, detailed
observations, and insightful commentary on the social and political
landscapes of the countries he traveled through.

Which countries does Paul Theroux visit in 'The
Railway Bazaar'?
Theroux travels through countries including the UK, France, Germany, Turkey,
India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Malaysia, among others.

How has 'The Railway Bazaar' influenced travel
literature?
'The Railway Bazaar' has inspired many travelers and writers by emphasizing
immersive travel and cultural exploration, establishing a benchmark for
detailed and honest travel narratives.

Are there any adaptations or related works to 'The
Railway Bazaar'?
While there are no direct adaptations, Theroux's detailed travel writings and



documentaries have expanded on similar themes, and his other books explore
similar journeys and cultural insights.

What makes Paul Theroux's writing style in 'The
Railway Bazaar' unique?
Theroux's style is characterized by honest, sometimes humorous, and
perceptive observations, blending personal anecdotes with historical and
cultural context to create an engaging narrative.

Is 'The Railway Bazaar' suitable for modern
travelers?
Yes, it offers timeless insights into train travel and cultural encounters,
though some details may be dated, making it a valuable read for those
interested in travel history and personal exploration.

Additional Resources
Paul Theroux Railway Bazaar: An In-Depth Investigation into a Literary
Journey Through Asia and Beyond

The phrase Paul Theroux Railway Bazaar evokes a sense of adventure,
nostalgia, and literary craftsmanship. It refers to the renowned travel
narrative penned by Paul Theroux, published in 1975, which chronicles his
epic journey from London through Asia, Africa, and the Middle East by train.
This work has cemented its place as a seminal piece in travel literature,
inspiring countless explorers and readers alike. Yet, beyond its surface as a
travelogue, the Railway Bazaar warrants a closer, investigative look—delving
into its origins, impact, controversies, and enduring legacy.

In this comprehensive review, we will explore the origins of Theroux’s
journey, the narrative structure of the Railway Bazaar, its cultural and
literary significance, and the criticisms it has faced over the years. We
will also analyze its influence on travel writing and examine how it
continues to resonate in contemporary travel culture.

---

Origins and Context of the Railway Bazaar

Background of Paul Theroux

Paul Theroux, born in 1941 in Medford, Massachusetts, is an acclaimed



novelist and travel writer. Before embarking on the Railway Bazaar, Theroux
had established himself as a prolific author with works such as The Great
Railway Bazaar (the original title) and later novels like The Mosquito Coast.
His background in journalism and travel writing positioned him uniquely to
undertake the journey that would lead to this iconic book.

Theroux’s motivation for the trip was multifaceted: a desire to explore the
landscapes and cultures of Asia, to understand the human condition across
different societies, and to document the experience with literary depth. The
journey was also driven by a personal quest for adventure and a fascination
with the romanticism of train travel.

The Journey Begins: 1973-1974

In 1973, Theroux set out from London, embarking on a 10-month voyage that
took him through 20,000 miles across over a dozen countries. His route
included the United Kingdom, France, Italy, Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, India,
Sri Lanka, Southeast Asia, and parts of Africa. The narrative chronicles this
odyssey, with Theroux meticulously recording his observations, encounters,
and reflections.

This period was one of global upheaval—post-colonial transitions, Cold War
tensions, and social upheavals colored the regions he traversed. Theroux’s
keen eye for detail and subtle critique allowed him to capture these complex
realities, making the Railway Bazaar more than just a travel diary.

---

The Literary Structure and Style of the Railway
Bazaar

Narrative Technique and Voice

Theroux’s storytelling combines journalistic precision with literary flair.
His tone oscillates between contemplative, humorous, and critical, offering a
layered view of the diverse environments he encounters. His prose is
characterized by vivid descriptions, sharp observations, and an undercurrent
of empathy.

His narrative voice is both personal and analytical. While recounting
encounters with locals, fellow travelers, and officials, Theroux also
reflects on broader themes such as cultural imperialism, modernization, and
human resilience.



Major Themes Explored

- Cultural Encounters: The complexities of cross-cultural interactions,
language barriers, and social customs.
- Transportation as Metaphor: The train as a symbol of connection,
transition, and the passage of time.
- Post-Colonial Realities: The lingering effects of colonialism and the
emergence of new national identities.
- Humanity and Isolation: Encounters with individuals that reveal universal
hopes, fears, and struggles.
- Change and Tradition: The tension between modern development and enduring
cultural practices.

Chapter Structure and Key Segments

The book is organized geographically, with each chapter dedicated to a
specific region or country. Notable segments include:

- London to Istanbul: The start of the journey, observing Europe’s
transition.
- Iran and Pakistan: Navigating borders and cultural tensions.
- India and Sri Lanka: Encounters with spirituality, poverty, and vibrant
markets.
- Southeast Asia: The rise of tourism and economic change.
- Africa: Concluding the journey with reflections on post-colonial Africa.

This structure allows readers to follow Theroux’s physical journey while also
experiencing his emotional and intellectual evolution.

---

Impact and Cultural Significance

Influence on Travel Literature

The Railway Bazaar is widely regarded as a pioneering work that elevated
travel writing from mere reportage to a form of literary art. Theroux’s
detailed observations, combined with his narrative style, set a precedent for
future travel authors. It inspired writers like Bill Bryson, Pico Iyer, and
others who sought to blend storytelling with cultural analysis.

The book’s popularity also contributed to a broader appreciation of train
travel as a mode of exploration—romanticized in its own right and emblematic
of a slower, more contemplative approach to discovering the world.



Public Reception and Critical Acclaim

Upon publication, the Railway Bazaar was lauded for its vivid descriptions
and insightful commentary. Critics appreciated Theroux’s ability to capture
both the exotic and mundane aspects of travel, providing a nuanced
perspective that challenged stereotypes.

Readers found it captivating and often cited it as a catalyst for their own
adventures. Its enduring popularity has ensured its status as a classic in
travel literature.

Legacy in Popular Culture

The book has influenced numerous documentaries, travel programs, and literary
works. Its title and concept have become synonymous with adventurous train
journeys across Asia and beyond. The idea of retracing or inspired by
Theroux’s path continues to inspire modern travel enthusiasts.

---

Criticisms and Controversies

Orientalism and Cultural Biases

Some critics have argued that Theroux’s portrayals, while insightful,
sometimes veer into orientalist stereotypes. His observations, rooted in
Western perspectives, occasionally romanticize or exoticize the regions he
visits. This has sparked discussions about the limits of Western travel
narratives and the importance of cultural sensitivity.

Representation and Authenticity

Others have questioned whether Theroux’s personal perspective captures the
full diversity of the regions. As a seasoned traveler and observer, his voice
is often dominant, which may overshadow local narratives. Some critics
suggest his approach reflects a western-centric view that can inadvertently
reinforce power imbalances.

Evolution of Theroux’s Views



It’s noteworthy that Theroux’s subsequent works reveal a more complex and
sometimes critical stance towards his earlier perceptions. The Railway
Bazaar, therefore, represents both a product of its time and a starting point
for ongoing debates about travel, representation, and cultural understanding.

---

Enduring Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Revival and Reprints

Decades after its initial publication, the Railway Bazaar remains in print,
continually attracting new generations of readers. Editions often include
forewords or essays contextualizing its significance, and audiobook versions
have expanded its accessibility.

Inspiration for Modern Travelers

Today’s travelers, inspired by Theroux’s journey, often undertake similar
routes, documenting their experiences via blogs and social media. The
romantic allure of train travel persists, and the book serves as both a guide
and a philosophical reflection on the voyage.

Academic and Literary Analyses

Scholars analyze the Railway Bazaar within postcolonial studies, travel
writing genres, and cultural studies. Its narrative raises questions about
authenticity, representation, and the ethics of travel, making it a valuable
text in academic discourse.

---

Conclusion: A Journey Worth Revisiting

The Paul Theroux Railway Bazaar stands as a landmark in the landscape of
travel literature. Its detailed, vivid account of a cross-continental train
journey offers more than mere adventure—it provides a lens into the
complexities of post-colonial societies, human resilience, and the enduring
allure of exploration.

While it is not without its critiques, the book’s literary craftsmanship and



cultural insights continue to inspire and challenge readers. It invites us to
contemplate our own journeys—both physical and introspective—and reminds us
of the transformative power of travel.

Whether viewed as a historical document, a literary masterpiece, or a travel
blueprint, the Railway Bazaar remains an enduring testament to the human
spirit’s quest to connect, understand, and explore. For anyone interested in
the intersections of travel, culture, and storytelling, Theroux’s journey
offers a compelling roadmap—one that continues to beckon explorers to embark
and discover anew.

Paul Theroux Railway Bazaar

  paul theroux railway bazaar: The Great Railway Bazaar, by Paul Theroux (8 Cassettes). Paul
Theroux, Frank* Muller,
  paul theroux railway bazaar: The Great Railway Bazaar Paul Theroux, 2006 In this unique
and hugely entertaining railway odyssey, Theroux vividly recounts his travels--and the people,
places, and landscapes he encountered--on the Orient Express, the Khyber Mail, and the
Trans-Siberian Express, through such countries as Turkey, Iran, India, Southeast Asia, Japan, and
the Soviet Union.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: The Great Railway Bazaar Paul Theroux, 1975 The American
novelist's account of the landscapes, characters, mishaps, and adventures encountered on his grand
railroad excursion from London to Tokyo and back again on such classics as the Orient, Mandalay,
and Trans-Siberian Expresses
  paul theroux railway bazaar: The Great Railway Bazaar Paul Theroux, 1977 In this unique and
hugely entertaining railway odyssey, Theroux vividly recounts his travels--and the people, places,
and landscapes he encountered--on the Orient Express, the Khyber Mail, and the Trans-Siberian
Express, through such countries as Turkey, Iran, India, Southeast Asia, Japan, and the Soviet Union.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: Ghost Train to the Eastern Star Paul Theroux, 2008 Paul
Theroux returns to the transcontinental expedition that made Great Railway Bazaar a classic of
travel literature and realizes in rich, anecdotal detail how much the world has changed. Half a
lifetime ago, Paul Theroux virtually invented the modern travel narrative by recounting his grand
tour by train through Asia. In the three decades since, the world he recorded in that book has
undergone phenomenal change. The Soviet Union has collapsed and China has risen; India booms
while Burma smothers under dictatorship; Vietnam flourishes in the aftermath of the havoc America
was unleashing on it the last time he passed through. In Ghost Train to the Eastern Star, Theroux
re-creates that earlier journey. His odyssey takes him from eastern Europe, still hung-over from
communism, through tense but thriving Turkey into the Caucasus, where Georgia limps back toward
feudalism while its neighbor Azerbaijan revels in oil-fueled capitalism. Theroux is firsthand witness
to it all, encountering adventures only he could have: from the literary (sparring with the incisive
Nobel laureate Orhan Pamuk) to the dissolute (surviving a week-long bender on the Trans-Siberian
Railroad). Wherever he goes, his omnivorous curiosity and unerring eye for detail never fail to
inspire, enlighten, inform, and entertain.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: Riding the Rails with Paul Theroux Paul Theroux, 2018-06-19
The international bestselling author records his many insights and adventures traversing the world
by train in these 3 classic travel memoirs. The Great Railway Bazaar In 1973, Paul Theroux
embarked on his now-legendary journey from the United Kingdom through Europe, the Middle East,
and Southeast Asia. Asia's fabled trains—the Orient Express, the Khyber Pass Local, the Frontier
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Mail, the Golden Arrow to Kuala Lumpur, the Mandalay Express, the Trans-Siberian Express—are
the stars of a journey that takes Theroux on a loop eastbound from London's Victoria Station to
Tokyo Central, then back from Japan on the Trans-Siberian. The Old Patagonia Express Starting with
a rush-hour subway ride to South Station in Boston to catch the Lake Shore Limited to Chicago, Paul
Theroux takes a grand railway adventure first across the United States and then south through
Mexico, Central America, and across the Andes until he winds up on the meandering Old Patagonian
Express steam engine. Ghost Train to the Eastern Star Thirty years after the epic journey chronicled
in The Great Railway Bazaar, Paul Theroux retraces his 25,000-mile journey to witness and
experience a landscape drastically transformed by the intervening decades. The Soviet Union has
collapsed and China has risen; India booms while Burma smothers under dictatorship; Vietnam
flourishes in the aftermath of the havoc America was unleashing on it the last time Theroux passed
through.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: The Great Railway Bazaar Paul Theroux, 2000-04
  paul theroux railway bazaar: Summary of Paul Theroux's The Great Railway Bazaar Everest
Media,, 2022-03-27T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book.
Sample Book Insights: #1 I wanted to travel by train from London to Tokyo. I found passengers who
were willing to travel with me. Duffill was one of them. He was old and his clothes were far too big
for him, but he had many oddly shaped parcels wrapped in string and brown paper. #2 The train
was speeding through Clapham. I had left England behind. The sky was old. Schoolboys in dark blue
blazers, carrying cricket bats and school bags, were smirking on the platform at Tonbridge. We
didn’t stop at the larger stations. #3 I boarded the Paris Express, which was floodlit. I was
comforted by the thought that I could get to the Kurds without getting into a packet again. I sat
down with the roll-shredding couple, who explained that I'd have to ask the wine waiter. #4 I was
shocked by the cost of the meal, which was about ten dollars. I had my small revenge by leaving my
newspaper on the table in the dining car. The waiter took it from me and said, This is your paper,
before handing it back to me.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: Railway Bazaar Paul Theroux, 2006 Railway Bazaar, qui nous
conduit d'Istanbul à Delhi, et de Saigon à Osaka, avec un ticket retour Moscou-Londres, est le
premier récit de voyages de Paul Theroux. Les trains sont comme des souks, de fascinants bazars. A
chercher des trains, le voyageur trouve des passagers. Un imprésario, ancien de l'armée indienne.
Un junkie piqué à la morphine. Un dentiste chinois expert en prothèses dentaires. Des soldats
américains tenant la main à des Thaïlandaises. Chez Theroux, le burlesque et l'émotion sont de
véritables révélateurs ethnographiques. Pour savoir regarder les hommes, il sait aussi se fondre
dans les villes. Pourquoi personne ne part jamais de Singapour ? Qui veut découvrir l'Asie éternelle
et toujours changeante montera dans ce Railway Bazaar.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: The Great Railway Bazaar Paul Theroux, 2006-06-01 The
acclaimed author recounts his epic journey across Europe and Asia in this international bestselling
classic of travel literature: “Compulsive reading” (Graham Greene). In 1973, Paul Theroux embarked
on a four-month journey by train from the United Kingdom through Europe, the Middle East, and
Southeast Asia. In The Great Railway Bazaar, he records in vivid detail and penetrating insight the
many fascinating incidents, adventures, and encounters of his grand, intercontinental tour. Asia's
fabled trains—the Orient Express, the Khyber Pass Local, the Frontier Mail, the Golden Arrow to
Kuala Lumpur, the Mandalay Express, the Trans-Siberian Express—are the stars of a journey that
takes Theroux on a loop eastbound from London's Victoria Station to Tokyo Central, then back from
Japan on the Trans-Siberian. Brimming with Theroux's signature humor and wry observations, this
engrossing chronicle is essential reading for both the ardent adventurer and the armchair traveler.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: To the Ends of the Earth Paul Theroux, 1994-04-02 “There are
those who think that Paul Theroux is the finest travel writer working in English. This collection can
only enhance that reputation.”—The New York Times Book Review Author and travel writer Paul
Theroux does what no one else can: he travels to the isolated, unusual, and fascinating spots of the
world, and creates an elegy to them that makes readers feel they are traveling with him. Evocative,



breathtaking, intriguing, here is the armchair traveler's guide to the sites of the world he makes us
feel we know. Praise for To the Ends of the Earth “Reads like a wonderful novel.”—The Pittsburgh
Press “Powerful . . . This compendium unequivocally offers insight into the mind of a foremost
American fiction writer who became an accidental tourist.”—The Christian Science Monitor
“Theroux is a wonderful traveling companion. . . . To the Ends of the Earth combines the best of his
travel writing. . . . With him the reader shares a conversation with a sultan on a polo ground in
Malaysia; hears people ‘mourn with firecrackers, scattering cherrybombs on the tombstone’ in a
Chinese cemetery in Singapore; feels overdressed around nudists in Corsica; sees sandbagged
houses and bombcraters left in Vietnam on a cold December day in 1973.”—The Virginian-Pilot and
The Ledger-Star “Travel writing at its best . . . As you travel voyeuristically with Theroux, across the
vast wastelands of interior China, the convoluted cultures of Latin America or campy seacoast towns
of England, you're struck with his slightly jaundiced eye for the overlooked but telling detail, his
skeptic's ear for the offhand but important comment.”—The Houston Post
  paul theroux railway bazaar: The Global Politics of Contemporary Travel Writing Debbie Lisle,
2006-11-02 This book brings the 'serious' world of politics to the 'superficial' world of contemporary
travel writing.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: Travelling the World Paul Theroux, 1990 This book is author's
choice of his best travel writing, harvested from half a dozen of his books. He has chosen his
favourite people, his most vivid journeys, the landscapes that he treasures - some splendours, some
miseries, all memorable.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: The Imperial Way Paul Theroux, 1985 Chronicles an illustrated
railway journey through India, from Peshawar, full of Afghan refugees, through Agra, home of the
Taj Mahal, to flooded Chittagong on the Bay of Bengal.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: Travel Writing and Re-Enactment Lucas Tromly, 2023-09-07
Travel Writing and Re-Enactment: Echotourism explores the popular subgenre of travel narratives
that re-enact historically prominent journeys. Drawing on philosopher Walter Benjamin, this
monograph reads such re-enactments as quests for aura in which travellers seek to capture a sense
of distinction and historical profundity. Travel Writing and Re-Enactment frames the re-enactment of
past journeys in a number of contexts, including Benjamin’s writing on mechanical reproduction,
Judith Butler’s work on gender performance, and postmodern parody. Echotourist journeys are
surprisingly contingent and precarious, and force travellers to navigate historical changes involving
empire, gender, and travel practice in densely performative ways. Through close readings of
contemporary travel narratives, this monograph considers the legacies of Lord Byron, Charles
Darwin, Graham Greene, Mary Kingsley, and Ernest Shackleton, among others. Travel Writing and
Re-Enactment examines the way literary re-enactment expresses, and sometimes confounds, the
desire to find meaning through travel in the contemporary world.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: Going Places Robert Burgin, 2013-01-08 Successfully navigate
the rich world of travel narratives and identify fiction and nonfiction read-alikes with this detailed
and expertly constructed guide. Just as savvy travelers make use of guidebooks to help navigate the
hundreds of countries around the globe, smart librarians need a guidebook that makes sense of the
world of travel narratives. Going Places: A Reader's Guide to Travel Narratives meets that demand,
helping librarians assist patrons in finding the nonfiction books that most interest them. It will also
serve to help users better understand the genre and their own reading interests. The book examines
the subgenres of the travel narrative genre in its seven chapters, categorizing and describing
approximately 600 titles according to genres and broad reading interests, and identifying hundreds
of other fiction and nonfiction titles as read-alikes and related reads by shared key topics. The
author has also identified award-winning titles and spotlighted further resources on travel lit,
making this work an ideal guide for readers' advisors as well a book general readers will enjoy
browsing.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: English Literature for the IB Diploma David James, Nic Amy,
2011-08-04 For students studying the revised Language A Literature syllabus in English for the IB



Diploma. Written by experienced, practising IB English teachers, this new title is a clear and concise
guide to studying the revised Language A Literature syllabus in English for the IB Diploma. Available
in print and e-book formats it covers all parts of the Language A Literature programme at both
Standard and Higher Levels, and contains a wide variety of text extracts including works originally
written in English and World literature in translation. Integrated into the coursebook are
information and guidance on assessment, Theory of Knowledge opportunities, Extended Essay
suggestions, and activities to help students read, think, discuss, write and present ideas.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: Writing Reviews for Readers' Advisory Brad Hooper, 2010
With energy and commitment born of professional experience and a deep love for graphic novels,
Goldsmith provides the first guide to the genre aimed specifically at readers advisors, while
presenting an abundance of resources useful to every librarian.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: Movement and Belonging Carol E. Leon, 2009 The uncertainties
and newness that surround us today prompt radical questions about ourselves and our relationship
with the external world. How do and can we belong to the places and spaces of today? Movement
and Belonging: Lines, Places, and Spaces of Travel describes current realities and suggests ways in
which you can define yourself in an ever-changing world. Using the travel writings of V. S. Naipaul,
Michael Ondaatje, Patrick White, and D. H. Lawrence, Movement and Belonging demonstrates that
«authentic» travel - embracing changing boundaries and cultures - enables you to create sites of
belonging where you can find your sense of self.
  paul theroux railway bazaar: A Time Travelers Guide to Istanbul Luther Hughes, 2015-11-20
This story takes place during one lunar cycle in the summer of 2013. A man takes his two daughters
to one of the world's great cities that exists in the center of history and our maps. Along the way
they meet some fascinating characters, and explore the complex relationship between imaginary
time, existentialism, Islam, Christianity, and the East and West. The sights and sounds of Turkey
make this a fun journey for who ever decides to read this book. If you plan to visit Turkey, this book
is a must read! This is Luther Hughes' sixth novel and his most personal.
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