
not 9 o'clock news
not 9 o'clock news has become a phrase that resonates with many who seek alternative
perspectives on current events, satire, or simply a more relaxed approach to news consumption.
While the traditional 9 o'clock news slot remains a staple in many households, the emergence of
shows, platforms, and media outlets that deviate from this schedule or style highlights a shift in how
audiences engage with news. This article explores the origins, evolution, and significance of "not 9
o'clock news," offering insights into its role in modern media, its unique characteristics, and its impact
on viewers.

---

Understanding the Concept of "Not 9 O'clock News"

What Does "Not 9 O'clock News" Refer To?
The phrase "not 9 o'clock news" typically alludes to news programs or updates that:
- Are aired outside the traditional 9 PM time slot
- Present news with a different tone, style, or perspective
- Offer alternative commentary, satire, or entertainment-based reporting

This concept challenges the conventional schedule of evening news broadcasts that aim for broad,
often family-oriented audiences. It often signifies a move toward more niche, specialized, or
unconventional news formats.

The Origins of the Phrase
The phrase gained popularity in the UK and other countries as a colloquial or humorous way to
describe:
- News programs that air later in the evening or at different times
- Shows that deliberately avoid the mainstream 9 o'clock slot
- Satirical or parody news programs that mock or critique traditional news formats

It is also closely associated with satirical programs like "Not the Nine O’Clock News," a British
television comedy series that aired from 1979 to 1982, which used humor and satire to critique
current events and media.

---

The Evolution of "Not 9 O'clock News"



Historical Context and the Rise of Satirical News
The tradition of satirical news dates back decades, with shows like:
- "The Daily Show" (USA)
- "Have I Got News for You" (UK)
- "Not the Nine O’Clock News" (UK, 1979-1982)

These programs aimed to:
- Provide comic relief from traditional news
- Offer critical commentary on politics, society, and media
- Engage younger audiences or those skeptical of mainstream outlets

The Impact of "Not the Nine O’Clock News" (1979-1982)
This British TV series was groundbreaking, featuring:
- Sharp satire and parody
- A mix of sketches, musical parodies, and topical humor
- Influential comedians like Mel Smith, Griff Rhys Jones, and Rowan Atkinson

The show challenged viewers to think critically about the news and media portrayal, setting the stage
for future satirical and alternative news formats.

Modern Variants and Platforms
In recent years, "not 9 o'clock news" has expanded into:
- Online platforms like YouTube, TikTok, and social media channels that produce news satirization
- Podcasts and independent media outlets that deliver news outside traditional schedules
- Late-night shows and web series that blend entertainment with current affairs

These variants emphasize:
- Flexibility in timing
- Innovative presentation styles
- Audience engagement through humor, memes, and interactive content

---

The Characteristics of "Not 9 O'clock News" Formats

Key Features
Shows or platforms labeled as "not 9 o'clock news" often share the following traits:
- Timing Flexibility: Air at unconventional hours, often late at night or online
- Satirical or Parody Content: Mocking or critiquing news stories and media outlets
- Informal Tone: Use of humor, irony, and sarcasm
- Audience Engagement: Interactive segments, social media interaction, and community building
- Niche Focus: Covering specific topics like politics, pop culture, or social issues with a unique lens



Examples of Popular "Not 9 O'clock News" Content
- "The Daily Show" (US): Combines comedy with in-depth political analysis
- "Last Week Tonight" (US): Focuses on investigative reporting with satire
- "Have I Got News for You" (UK): Panel game show critiquing current events
- YouTube channels: Such as "The Young Turks," "Secular Talk," and various parody news outlets

---

The Significance and Impact of "Not 9 O'clock News"

Changing Media Consumption Habits
The rise of "not 9 o'clock news" formats reflects shifting habits:
- Moving away from scheduled, scheduled mainstream broadcasts
- Preference for on-demand, bite-sized, or entertainment-infused news
- Increased skepticism towards traditional media outlets

Fostering Critical Thinking
Satirical and alternative news programs serve as tools for:
- Encouraging viewers to question official narratives
- Highlighting biases and misinformation
- Promoting media literacy in a complex information landscape

Influence on Traditional News Media
Mainstream outlets have responded by:
- Incorporating satire and humor into their reporting
- Creating their own late-night or online segments
- Recognizing the importance of engaging younger audiences through unconventional formats

Promoting Diversity and Inclusion
Many "not 9 o'clock news" platforms:
- Address social issues more openly
- Amplify marginalized voices
- Use humor to challenge stereotypes and societal norms

---

The Future of "Not 9 O'clock News"



Emerging Trends
The landscape is continually evolving with:
- Increased use of digital platforms and social media
- Integration of multimedia elements like memes, videos, and interactive content
- Greater audience participation and user-generated content

Challenges and Opportunities
While offering many benefits, "not 9 o'clock news" formats face challenges such as:
- Maintaining journalistic integrity
- Navigating misinformation and parody dangers
- Ensuring accessibility and credibility

Opportunities include:
- Reaching global audiences
- Fostering community engagement
- Innovating with new storytelling techniques

Conclusion
"Not 9 o'clock news" symbolizes a broader movement towards diverse, flexible, and critically
engaging media. Whether through satire, parody, or alternative reporting, these formats enrich the
media ecosystem by providing audiences with multiple ways to stay informed, entertained, and
critically aware of the world around them.

---

SEO Keywords and Phrases to Consider
- Not 9 o'clock news
- Alternative news programs
- Satirical news shows
- Comedy news shows
- UK satire programs
- Online news satire
- Late-night news formats
- Media literacy and satire
- Influence of satirical news
- Future of alternative news

---

In summary, "not 9 o'clock news" embodies a dynamic, evolving segment of the media landscape that
challenges traditional news paradigms through humor, satire, and flexible delivery. As audiences
continue to seek engaging and critical perspectives, these formats will likely grow in influence,
shaping how we consume and interpret current events in the years to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main focus of the 'Not the 9 O'Clock News'
comedy series?
It was a satirical news parody that lampooned current events, politics, and social issues through
sketches and sketches-based humor.

Who were the main cast members of 'Not the 9 O'Clock News'?
The main cast included Mel Smith, Griff Rhys Jones, Pamela Stephenson, Rowan Atkinson, and Tony
Hendra.

When did 'Not the 9 O'Clock News' originally air on television?
The show aired from 1979 to 1982 on BBC One.

How did 'Not the 9 O'Clock News' influence British comedy?
It pioneered satirical and topical humor on British TV, paving the way for later shows like 'Have I Got
News for You' and influencing generations of comedians.

Are any of the cast members from 'Not the 9 O'Clock News'
still active in comedy today?
Yes, several cast members, such as Griff Rhys Jones and Rowan Atkinson, continue to have active
careers in comedy, acting, and entertainment.

What are some memorable sketches from 'Not the 9 O'Clock
News'?
Notable sketches include parodies of political figures, satirical takes on current events, and recurring
characters that became iconic in British comedy.

Has 'Not the 9 O'Clock News' been revived or adapted in
recent years?
There have been no official revivals, but its legacy influences modern satirical comedy, and some cast
members have referenced the show in interviews.

What was the reception of 'Not the 9 O'Clock News' during its
original run?
It was critically acclaimed and popular with audiences, praised for its sharp wit and political
commentary.



How does 'Not the 9 O'Clock News' compare to other satirical
news programs?
It was one of the pioneering British satirical news shows, setting the template for future programs
with its blend of comedy and topical satire.

Where can I watch episodes of 'Not the 9 O'Clock News'
today?
Some episodes are available on DVD, streaming platforms, or archived on BBC's website, but
availability may vary depending on your region.

Additional Resources
Not 9 O'clock News: An In-Depth Analysis of a British Comedy Institution

The Not 9 O'clock News stands as a seminal piece of British television comedy, shaping the landscape
of satirical programming from its inception in the late 1970s. As a pioneering sketch show that
combined biting political commentary with sharp humor, it not only entertained audiences but also
challenged societal norms and reflected the tumultuous political climate of its era. This article aims to
explore the show's origins, format, cultural significance, key contributors, and legacy, providing a
comprehensive understanding of its place in British television history.

---

Origins and Development of Not 9 O'clock News

Historical Context
The late 1970s in Britain was a period marked by political upheaval, economic struggles, and social
change. The country faced inflation, strikes, and a general sense of uncertainty, which created fertile
ground for satire and political commentary. During this era, traditional news and comedy formats
often failed to capture the public's frustrations or offer incisive critique.

Conception and Production
The show was conceived as a response to the need for a satirical take on current affairs, aiming to
parody the tone and style of mainstream news programs while injecting humor and irreverence. It
was produced by the BBC's independent production arm, initially airing in 1979, and was designed to
be a late-evening program that could appeal to a broad, politically aware audience.

The creators—comprising a team of writers, performers, and producers—sought to blend news parody
with comedy sketches, creating a hybrid that would become a blueprint for future satirical shows.



---

Format and Structure of the Show

Stylistic Elements
Not 9 O'clock News adopted a pseudo-news format, mimicking the visual and auditory style of
standard news broadcasts. This parody was achieved through:

- Mock news anchors delivering satirical headlines
- Pre-recorded sketches that portrayed exaggerated or fictional scenarios
- Mock interviews with characters representing political figures or societal archetypes
- Visual gags and editing techniques that enhanced comedic effect

The show's visual style was deliberately straightforward, often employing minimal sets and
straightforward camera work, which lent authenticity to the satire.

Content Breakdown
The program typically consisted of:
- News segments: Parodies of actual news stories, often exaggerated or twisted to highlight
absurdities.
- Political sketches: Satirical portrayals of politicians, government policies, and political institutions.
- Social commentary: Comedy sketches that addressed issues such as class, race, gender, and
cultural shifts.
- Recurring characters and themes: Memorable characters like "The Newsreader" or recurring parody
segments that became familiar to viewers.

Timing and Broadcast Slot
The title "Not 9 O'clock" was a tongue-in-cheek reference to its broadcast time, which was just after
the traditional 9 pm watershed, positioning it as a late-night satirical alternative to more conventional
news programs.

---

Cultural and Political Significance

Impact on British Comedy
Not 9 O'clock News revolutionized the landscape of British satire by demonstrating that comedy could
be an effective tool for political critique. Its success paved the way for subsequent programs such as
Spitting Image, The Day Today, and Have I Got News for You.



Key aspects of its influence include:
- Establishing satire as a respected genre within mainstream television
- Encouraging a new generation of comedians and writers to pursue politically engaged comedy
- Demonstrating that humor could serve as both entertainment and social commentary

Reflection of Political Climate
The show's content was deeply intertwined with the political upheavals of the late 1970s and early
1980s, including:
- The Thatcher government and its policies
- Economic crises and strikes
- The Falklands War
- The rise of new social movements

By lampooning these issues, Not 9 O'clock News resonated with viewers who felt disenfranchised or
skeptical of traditional news outlets, offering a satirical mirror to contemporary events.

Public Reception and Controversies
While popular among viewers seeking sharper commentary, the program occasionally courted
controversy, especially from political figures and conservative segments who viewed its satire as
disrespectful or subversive. Nevertheless, it maintained a reputation for intelligent, well-crafted
humor that challenged authority and questioned societal norms.

---

Key Contributors and Performers

Writers and Creators
The show's creative team included notable figures such as:
- John Lloyd: A pioneering television producer and writer, instrumental in shaping the show's tone.
- Peter Flannery: Contributed to writing, bringing a sharp political edge.
- Ian Hislop: A young writer who later became a prominent satirist and editor of Private Eye.

Performers and Cast
The cast featured a mix of established and emerging talents:
- Mel Smith: Known for his comedic timing and versatility.
- Griff Rhys Jones: Partnered with Smith in many sketches, providing comedic contrast.
- Ariane Sherine: Contributed to writing and occasionally performed.
- Additional Guest and recurring performers helped bring diverse characters to life.

Together, their performances and writing created a cohesive satirical voice that was both sharp and
accessible.



---

Legacy and Influence

Evolution of British Satirical Television
Not 9 O'clock News laid the groundwork for modern British satire, influencing numerous subsequent
programs. Its format, blending news parody with social critique, became a template adopted and
adapted by later shows like:
- Spitting Image (puppet-based satire)
- The Day Today (more surreal, fast-paced news parody)
- Have I Got News for You (panel show with satirical elements)
- Brass Eye (controversial satirical news)

Legacy in Popular Culture
The program's influence extended beyond television, impacting:
- The style and tone of political commentary in British media
- The careers of many comedians and writers who started or gained prominence through the show
- Public discourse, encouraging skepticism and critical engagement with news and politics

Revivals and Homages
While Not 9 O'clock News itself did not have a formal revival, its spirit persisted:
- In 2000, a reunion special celebrated its influence
- Elements of its style and humor permeate contemporary satire shows
- Its pioneering role is recognized in retrospectives on British comedy history

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Not 9 O'clock
News
The Not 9 O'clock News remains a landmark in British television, emblematic of a period when satire
became an essential part of political discourse. Its innovative format, sharp wit, and fearless critique
helped redefine what comedy could achieve on television. The show not only reflected the societal
tensions of its time but also contributed to shaping the future of political satire, inspiring generations
of comedians and writers.

As viewers and critics continue to analyze its legacy, the show's importance lies in its demonstration
that humor, when wielded with intelligence and courage, can be a powerful weapon against
complacency and injustice. The Not 9 O'clock News exemplifies how satire can serve as both
entertainment and a catalyst for social reflection, cementing its place as a true British comedy
institution.
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