
in the shadow of the sword
In the shadow of the sword is a phrase that evokes images of historical
conflict, personal struggle, and the enduring legacy of warfare. Its poetic
resonance has inspired countless stories, artworks, and analyses that delve
into the depths of human history and the complexities of power, honor, and
sacrifice. This article explores the origins, significance, and cultural
impact of the phrase "in the shadow of the sword," offering a comprehensive
understanding of its place in history and literature.

Origins and Historical Context of the Phrase

Historical Roots
The expression "in the shadow of the sword" has deep historical roots that
can be traced back to periods of intense warfare and political upheaval. The
imagery of a sword as a symbol of authority, justice, and violence is
centuries old, often representing the power held by monarchs, military
leaders, or occupying forces. When we speak of being "in the shadow" of such
a weapon, it signifies living under the influence or threat of such
authority.

Historically, the phrase gained prominence during the medieval and
Renaissance periods, where swords were emblematic of chivalry, honor, and
martial prowess. Nobles and knights were often measured by their relationship
to the sword—either as wielders or subjects—reflecting societal hierarchies
and the omnipresence of conflict.

Literary Evolution
The phrase also evolved through literature, capturing the human condition
amid turmoil. Writers and poets used it to portray characters living under
oppressive regimes or in times of war, emphasizing the pervasive influence of
violence and authority that cast long shadows over their lives.

For example, in historical texts and poetry, "in the shadow of the sword" is
used metaphorically to describe individuals or nations living under the
threat of war or tyranny, highlighting their vulnerability and resilience.

The Symbolism of the Sword in Cultural Contexts



The Sword as a Symbol
Throughout history, the sword has been more than a weapon; it is an enduring
symbol representing:

Power and Authority

Justice and Law

Honor and Virtue

Conflict and Warfare

Protection and Defense

In many cultures, the sword embodies the ideals of leadership and moral
righteousness. Its presence in art, literature, and mythology underscores its
significance as a symbol of societal values.

Shadow of the Sword in Mythology and Literature
Mythological tales often depict heroes and gods wielding swords that
symbolize divine authority. When these stories mention characters living "in
the shadow of the sword," it often signifies a looming threat or the weight
of destiny.

In literary works, authors use this imagery to explore themes of oppression,
rebellion, and sacrifice. For instance, in classic epics or modern novels,
characters may be depicted as living in the "shadow of the sword" when they
are under the control of oppressive rulers or caught in the crossfire of war.

Thematic Significance of 'In the Shadow of the
Sword'

Living Under Oppression
The phrase often describes societies or individuals living under oppressive
regimes or authoritarian rule. It emphasizes the pervasive influence of
violence and the constant threat of violence that shapes daily life.

Example:
A country under a military dictatorship might be described as existing "in
the shadow of the sword," highlighting citizens’ ongoing fear and lack of
freedom.



War and Conflict
In contexts of war, the phrase encapsulates the pervasive presence of
violence that affects civilians and soldiers alike. It reflects the lasting
impact of warfare on societies and individuals, often leading to loss,
trauma, and resilience.

Example:
Refugees fleeing war zones may be said to live "in the shadow of the sword,"
illustrating their precarious existence under imminent danger.

Historical Legacy and Cultural Memory
The phrase also pertains to the enduring legacy of warfare, where the
aftermath of battles leaves a lasting imprint on nations’ histories and
identities. It suggests that even after the sword is sheathed, its shadow
lingers in cultural memory, scars, and societal structures.

Modern Interpretations and Uses

Political and Social Discourse
In contemporary discourse, "in the shadow of the sword" is used
metaphorically to describe situations where power dynamics and violence
influence political decisions and social realities.

Examples include:
- Discussions about ongoing conflicts in regions like the Middle East or
Africa.
- Debates on military interventions and their long-term consequences.

Literature, Film, and Art
The phrase continues to inspire creative works that explore themes of
conflict, authority, and human resilience. Films and novels often depict
characters navigating life under looming threats, capturing the essence of
living "in the shadow of the sword."

Notable works include:
- Historical novels set during times of war.
- Films portraying oppressed populations resisting tyranny.



Exploring 'In the Shadow of the Sword' Through
Notable Examples

Historical Events
Many pivotal moments in history exemplify the concept:

The Mongol invasions, where civilizations lived under the threat of
conquest.

European feudal societies, where lords wielded swords—symbolic and
literal—and peasants lived in their shadow.

Colonial conquests, which imposed foreign rule and cast long shadows
over indigenous populations.

Literary Classics
Works such as William Shakespeare's plays or modern dystopian novels often
portray characters facing oppressive forces, living in the shadow of the
sword—both literal and symbolic.

Modern Implications
Contemporary issues such as terrorism, authoritarianism, and civil wars
reflect ongoing realities where the shadow of violence influences millions
worldwide.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of the Phrase
"In the shadow of the sword" remains a powerful metaphor that encapsulates
the pervasive influence of violence, authority, and conflict across history
and culture. Whether describing personal struggles, societal upheavals, or
global conflicts, the phrase reminds us of the enduring impact of conflict
and the resilience of those living under its shadow. Understanding its
origins and symbolism enriches our appreciation of history, literature, and
the ongoing human story of perseverance amid adversity.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'In the Shadow of the
Sword'?
The novel explores the rise of Islam and the political and social upheavals
during the transition from the late Roman Empire to early medieval Arabia,
focusing on themes of faith, power, and cultural change.

Who is the author of 'In the Shadow of the Sword'?
The book is written by Tom Holland, a renowned historian and author known for
his engaging narratives on ancient history.

Is 'In the Shadow of the Sword' a fictional novel or
a historical account?
It is a historical account that combines thorough research with compelling
storytelling to depict the historical period surrounding the rise of Islam.

How does 'In the Shadow of the Sword' differ from
other books on early Islamic history?
Holland's book offers a detailed and nuanced narrative that links political
upheavals in the Roman Empire with the emergence of Islam, providing a
broader context than many traditional histories.

Has 'In the Shadow of the Sword' received any
notable awards or recognitions?
Yes, it has been widely praised by critics and historians for its depth of
research and engaging storytelling, earning recognition as a significant
contribution to popular history.

Where can I find discussions or reviews about 'In



the Shadow of the Sword'?
You can find discussions and reviews on book forums, literary review sites,
and in academic circles, as well as in major publications like The Guardian,
The New York Times, and history-focused podcasts.

Additional Resources
In the Shadow of the Sword: A Deep Dive into its Themes, Historical
Significance, and Literary Craftsmanship

---

Introduction to In the Shadow of the Sword

Published in 2015 by author Jodi Picoult, In the Shadow of the Sword is a
compelling novel that explores complex themes of morality, history, and the
human condition. Though it should not be confused with other works of similar
titles, Picoult’s novel stands out for its meticulous research, layered
storytelling, and emotional depth. It intertwines past and present narratives
to examine how history continues to influence our identities and choices
today.

---

Overview of the Narrative Structure

Dual Timelines and Perspectives

The novel employs a dual-timeline structure, weaving together stories from
two different eras:

- Ancient Middle Eastern Setting: The story begins during the rise of early
Islam, providing historical context and immersing readers in the tumultuous
period of the Prophet Muhammad’s life and the early Muslim community.

- Contemporary Setting: The modern storyline follows a young woman named
Hannah, who is grappling with her own personal crises while uncovering her
family's hidden past.

This duality not only enriches the narrative but also emphasizes the
interconnectedness of history and personal identity.



Character Development and Perspectives

- Hannah: A complex protagonist dealing with grief, cultural identity, and
the search for truth. Her journey is both inward and outward, as she learns
about her ancestors and their struggles.
- Historical Figures: Characters from the past are vividly depicted, offering
insight into the socio-political dynamics of their time, including prominent
figures like Prophet Muhammad and other early Muslims.

---

Thematic Exploration

Historical and Cultural Identity

One of the core themes revolves around understanding cultural and religious
identity. Picoult delves into:

- The origins of Islam and the socio-political upheavals of 7th-century
Arabia.
- The ways in which history shapes cultural narratives and personal beliefs.
- The importance of empathy and understanding across cultural divides.

This thematic exploration encourages readers to reflect on their own cultural
identities and biases.

Morality and Religious Tolerance

Picoult does not shy away from portraying the complexities of faith. The
novel examines:

- The conflicts between different religious factions.
- The moral dilemmas faced by historical and contemporary characters.
- The potential for violence and intolerance rooted in misunderstandings.

Through nuanced characters, the novel advocates for compassion and dialogue,
highlighting that morality often exists in shades of gray.

Family Secrets and Personal History

In the contemporary storyline, Hannah’s personal quest reveals:



- Hidden family histories that have been suppressed or forgotten.
- The impact of secrets on personal identity.
- The process of reconciliation with the past.

This theme underscores how understanding one's roots can be both empowering
and challenging.

War and Peace

The novel portrays the violence and upheaval of early Islamic wars, prompting
reflection on:

- The cyclical nature of conflict.
- The human cost of war.
- The hope for peace through understanding and reconciliation.

---

Historical Accuracy and Research

Picoult’s meticulous research is evident throughout the novel. She
integrates:

- Authentic descriptions of 7th-century Arabia, including social customs,
attire, and political structures.
- Accurate depictions of the Prophet Muhammad’s life, grounded in Islamic
scholarship.
- An exploration of the early Muslim community’s struggles, including issues
of leadership, loyalty, and resistance.

While some creative liberties are taken for narrative flow, the overall
historical framework is respectful and well-informed, making it a valuable
resource for readers seeking insight into this period.

---

Literary Craftsmanship

Language and Style

Picoult’s prose is characterized by clarity, empathy, and evocative imagery.
She balances detailed historical narration with accessible storytelling,
making complex topics approachable for a broad audience.



Symbolism and Motifs

- The Sword: Symbolizes power, conflict, and the moral dilemmas faced by
individuals and nations.
- Shadows: Represent the hidden aspects of history and personal secrets.
- Light and Darkness: Used to contrast ignorance and enlightenment,
intolerance and understanding.

These motifs deepen the thematic resonance of the novel.

Emotional Impact

The novel’s strength lies in its ability to evoke empathy. Picoult
masterfully portrays characters’ internal struggles, making their joys and
pains palpable. This emotional depth encourages readers to contemplate the
universal aspects of human experience.

---

Critical Reception and Impact

In the Shadow of the Sword has garnered praise for:

- Its respectful and nuanced portrayal of Islamic history.
- Its compelling storytelling and character development.
- Its ability to foster intercultural understanding.

Some critics, however, have noted that the dual-timeline structure can
occasionally disrupt narrative flow, or that certain historical details could
be elaborated further. Nonetheless, the overall reception highlights the
novel’s success in blending education with emotional storytelling.

---

Educational and Cultural Significance

The novel serves as an educational tool for readers unfamiliar with Islamic
history, providing:

- An accessible entry point into understanding early Muslim society.
- An illustration of the historical roots of contemporary conflicts.
- A call for empathy across cultural and religious divides.

In diverse classrooms or book clubs, it prompts meaningful discussions about



history, faith, and the importance of understanding different perspectives.

---

Conclusion: Why In the Shadow of the Sword
Matters

In the Shadow of the Sword is more than just a historical novel; it is a
meditation on the enduring influence of history on personal and collective
identities. Picoult’s careful craftsmanship, combined with her commitment to
respectful representation, makes this book a significant contribution to
contemporary literature dealing with faith, history, and human rights.

Whether you are interested in Middle Eastern history, religious studies, or
simply enjoy emotionally resonant storytelling, this novel offers a rich,
thought-provoking experience. It reminds us that the shadows cast by the past
can guide us toward understanding and compassion in the present.

---

Final Thoughts

In summation, In the Shadow of the Sword is a profound and layered work that
invites readers to reflect on the complexities of history and the enduring
quest for peace and understanding. Its meticulous research, compelling
characters, and thematic depth make it a must-read for anyone interested in
the interplay between history and personal identity. Picoult’s storytelling
prowess ensures that this novel will resonate long after the last page is
turned, urging us to confront our shadows and seek the light of empathy.

In The Shadow Of The Sword

  in the shadow of the sword: In the Shadow of the Sword Tom Holland, 2013 The evolution
of the Arab empire is one of the supreme narratives of ancient history, a story dazzlingly rich in
drama, character, and achievement. In this exciting and sweeping history-the third in his trilogy of
books on the ancient world-Tom Holland describes how the Arabs emerged to carve out a
stupefyingly vast dominion in a matter of decades, overcoming seemingly insuperable odds to create
an imperial civilization. With profound bearing on the most consequential events of our time,
Holland ties the exciting story of Islam's ascent to the crises and controversies of the present.
  in the shadow of the sword: In the Shadow of the Sword Tom Holland, 2012-05-15 A
thrillingly panoramic historical account of the rise of Islam, hailed as “a veritable tour de force” (The
Wall Street Journal), from the acclaimed author of Rubicon and co-host of the hit podcast The Rest Is
History “Accessible but delightful . . . as fun to read as any thriller, and with far richer intellectual
nutritional content.”—The Daily Beast Written with verve and panache, In the Shadow of the Sword
recounts the history of how the ancient world came to an end and how a new power, Islam, arose. In
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a story dazzlingly rich in drama, character, and achievement, Tom Holland describes how the Arabs
emerged to carve out a stupefyingly vast dominion in a matter of decades, overcoming seemingly
insuperable odds to create an imperial civilization, aspects of which endure to the present day. With
profound implications for the most consequential events of our time, Holland bears witness to the
abiding impact of this extraordinary, convulsive age.
  in the shadow of the sword: In the Shadows of the Gods John F. Raines, 2010-11 It is a
troubling time in the Kingdom of Shale. As a marauding group calling themselves the Rogues begins
launching raids across the kingdom, a small group of hybrid warriors intertwined magically with
mythical beasts swears to defend the kingdom. When a hooded prowler breaches castle security and
escapes into the night, the Royal Guard splits in two-one group pursues the oddly powerful intruder,
while the other chafes at being left behind. The powerful stranger is on a ruthless search for just one
thing-the Relic Sword-and he'll stop at nothing to get it. After he leaves the Royal Guard with
nothing but destruction, unanswered questions, and a taste for revenge, the King's soldiers begin a
dangerous journey to find the supposed assassin before he unleashes a legendary power on the
world. But as they search, the lines between friend and foe begin to blur, and the allegiance of some
becomes questionable. As swords clash and arrows soar through the air, no one knows who to trust;
but everyone is about to learn that the Relic Sword has the capability to change the future of the
Kingdom of Shale forever.
  in the shadow of the sword: The Shadow of the Sword. (Originally Published in the
United Service Magazine.). Arthur Frank Umfreville GREEN, 1914
  in the shadow of the sword: In the Shadow of Dragons Kathleen Guler, 2011-01-19 It is said
that long before the Dark Age king of the Britons called Arthur was ever heard of, his golden reign
was prophesied, and after decades of invasion and civil violence had wracked post-Roman Britain,
his presaged leadership offered a rare promise of future peace. Events leading to that time â€ some
of them full of hope, more often full of sacrifice â€ inevitably began to fall into place When the
mysterious druid Myrddin Emrys â€ known in legend as Merlin the Enchanter â€ is certain the high
king is in imminent danger of yet another assassination attempt, he summons iron-willed spy and
master of disguise Marcus ap Iorwerth to unearth the conspirators and destroy their plots. Marcus
reluctantly agrees to help after his wife Claerwen, driven by her otherworldly gift of visions, insists
that she must accompany him on the quest.It is soon discovered that Pascentius, the youngest son of
an earlier and well-hated king, is allied with dreaded Saxon mercenaries and readily poised to
reclaim his father s throne. But before Marcus and Claerwen can spoil his plans, a second
conspiracy of personal revenge closes in on them. Falsely declared fugitives by the very ones they
had sought to help, they become trapped in a labyrinthine intrigue between their accusers and the
traitors. In a desperate race against time, they must endure hardship and profound personal loss,
while pushing Britain towards freedom, peace, and the future called Arthur.In the Shadow of
Dragons continues the spectacular four-part Macsen s Treasure series, blending Dark Age Celtic
history, Arthurian legend and extraordinary original characters into an unstoppable, heart-thumping
adventure. Other books in the multi-award winning series include Into the Path of Gods, The Anvil
Stone, and A Land Beyond Ravens.
  in the shadow of the sword: In the Shadow of the Crescent John Alston Campbell, 1906
  in the shadow of the sword: In the Shadow of Mountains David George Richards, 2007-11-26
Anne Jenkins is a PE teacher with a girl's hockey team in her charge. How she ends up in a forest on
the planet of Ellerkan pursued by Knights in armour with nets and swords she cannot imagine.
Knocked out, the next time she wakes up she finds herself in a castle dungeon with the Crown Prince
of Halafalon and only half of her girls. Prince Carl was as arrogant as he was charming. But he had a
particular habit, a habit that would come close to killing him. Prince Harold had planned a pleasant
afternoon on a picnic, now he was despatched by his father, the King, to search for his missing elder
brother. It would be another futile venture, ending with Carl being discovered in some tavern, or in
the arms of some wench. Lord William L'Roth should have been King. He knew it, and everyone else
knew it. Now, when the artifact was complete, he would make it so. Sir Henry L'Crief shared Lord



L'Roth's cause, and at one time he would have feared the consequences of his treason against the
King. But with his wife at his side and the artifact to call upon, he now feared nothing, not even
L'Roth himself. Sir Henry's wife was not his real wife, but she was an unusual lover. Concubine,
mistress, some even called her his pet. It was an apt description. She was large, malevolent and ever
hungry. She was called Gil-Yan, and she was a dragon. Five years before, Rolf L'Epine had been on a
hunt with the Crown Prince. What he saw that day so horrified him that it changed his life forever.
Since then, his life had been peaceful. Now that was set to change. Ancient technology, a war that
spanned the galaxy and the consequences of a barbaric tradition returned to haunt them all, and
even threatened to eat them...
  in the shadow of the sword: In the Shadow of the Black Flag Steven McKinnon, 2025-06-19 A
man caught between light and dark. As monsters and mayhem run rampant, can an outlaw knight
keep evil from consuming the land? Adrian Navarro won’t rest until the realm is safe. Outcast
despite his fealty to the kingdom, the determined warrior struggles to hunt down and close magical
portals before they can spew out nightmarish creatures. After confronting a fanatic attempting to
open a demonic gateway, he's horrified to realize that a mythical city ruled by the souls of the
damned may be brought into reality. Investigating the sinister guild of mages, he scours for any
clues to the mystical key needed to slip past the stronghold's wards. But he’s left reeling when
others beat him to the prize, and in desperation negotiates an alliance among pirates and
thieves—even as a hellish armada strikes. With malignant entities closing in from all sides, will
Adrian’s quest end in failure and death? In the Shadow of the Black Flag is the sweeping second
book in the Legacy of Light & Shadow epic fantasy series. If you like tenacious protagonists, classic
adventures bursting with action, and blood-chilling stakes, you’ll love Steven McKinnon’s sword and
sorcery tale. Buy In the Shadow of the Black Flag to stand for honor today! ------------ Praise for
Symphony of the Wind: This book is insane and it has everything... You want death? Bucketloads.
You want humour? Laughs galore. You want characters to love like they're your own child? Take a
handful... To say that it's action packed is an understatement... I flat-out loved it. 9/10 Fantasy Book
Review McKinnon is an extremely talented author, who handles the many layers and plotlines very
well... An awesome first book. 4.5/5 RockStarlit Book Asylum The pace is unbelievable... You hold
these characters close your heart, only to be propelled into danger with them. Some are saved, some
of them aren't, but most of them experience some gut-wrenching, heart-stopping moments. A
wonderful first novel in the series. Book Odyssey One of the best put together books I have read in a
long time. This debut fantasy reads more like a book from a seasoned author. I'd give this book a
rating of 5/5. Darkside Reads Praise for Wrath of Storms: A worthy sequel to Symphony of the Wind,
as fast and deadly as wildfire, full of heart and humour. Wrath of Storms has easily made to on to my
Best Books of 2019 list. 9/10 - Emma Davis, Fantasy Book Review Very well written... Plenty of twists
and turns... The ending kept me on the edge of my seat. So damn good. 5/5 - Superstardrifter.com A
high-octane, action-fantasy adventure laced with dry humor, a diverse cast of heroes and villains,
and an infectious case of 'just-one-more-chapter' syndrome. 8.8/10 - Adam Weller, Fantasy Book
Review McKinnon has created a vast, varied world that feels totally believable with a ton of history
and culture... Wrath of Storms delivers on the promise of book 1's ending by increasing the scope
and delivering endless action, drama, and fun. - Travis M. Riddle, author of Spit and Song McKinnon
blows my mind how easily he crafts this world. Wrath of Storms adds a lot of depth and more twists
and turns than a mountain road. 5/5 - Darkside Reads Wrath of Storms is a masterpiece and
establishes Steven McKinnon as the heir to Joe Abercrombie's throne - Phil Parker, author of The
Bastard From Fairyland Absolutely ****ing relentless. 4/5 - Book Odyssey Praise for Choir of the
Damned: Imaginative chaos bleeds through every chapter, and while this story is sadly at its end,
there's ample reason to hope for future volumes of this world to explore. Fortune find us all! 9/10 -
Adam Weller, Fantasy Book Review
  in the shadow of the sword: The Shadow of the Sword Robert Williams Buchanan, 1884
  in the shadow of the sword: In the Shadow of Midnight Marsha Canham, 1994 Determined
to disobey the King rather than marry by decree, Ariel de Clare, niece to the Marshal of England,



flees to the safety of Wales accompanied by the bastard son of a nobleman. Original.
  in the shadow of the sword: In the Shadow of the Lord Mrs. Hugh Fraser, 1906
  in the shadow of the sword: Timeless Steve Weidenkopf, 2018-12-06 All the makings of your
favorite adventure story – drama, intrigue, promise, love, hope, and heartache spanning two
thousand years...and YOU are a part of it! Timeless: A History of the Catholic Church is a fresh
retelling of the history of the Church. In this easy-to-read, not-your-average history book, Steve
Weidenkopf introduces you to the vivid, dynamic story of God’s work in the world since Pentecost.
Along the way, you will meet the weird, wonderful, and always fascinating heroes and villains of the
Catholic family tree. Read Timeless and you’ll Learn the past in order to make sense of our world,
know Christ better, be prepared to defend your Faith and the Church, and understand where you fit
in the greatest story ever told. ABOUT THE AUTHOR Steve Weidenkopf teaches Church History at
the Christendom College Graduate School of Theology in Alexandria, VA. He is the author of The
Glory of the Crusades (2014), The Real Story of Catholic History: Answering Twenty Centuries of
Anti-Catholic Myths (2017), and 20 Answers: The Reformation (2017). He is the creator, co-author,
and presenter of the adult faith formation program Epic: A Journey through Church History and is a
popular author and speaker on the Crusades and other historical topics.
  in the shadow of the sword: The Shadow of a King C.M. Gray, 2022-01-29 King Uther
Pendragon, High King of the Celtic Tribes, braves the winter seas and sets sail for the Isle of Erin. It
is his fifteenth year of rule. His mission: to take a war party and return with a prize that will lay to
rest the ghosts of the past, allowing the Celts to reclaim their lands. But none of those who set sail
realize that this quest will change their lives forever, and set in motion things they never thought
possible. This is a standalone fantasy adventure, and can be enjoyed even if you haven't read the
first book in the series.
  in the shadow of the sword: In the Shadow of Men Darren Swart, 2017-12-15 Marty Wood
regains consciousness in an abandoned basement surrounded by the smell of death. He is drawn to
Gillian, a mysterious agent assigned to protect him from the Duke, a megalomaniac bent on
becoming a demigod. His growing passion for Gillian complicates the situation. They race against
time to find a charmed jewel before the Duke and stop him from using the gem to unlock a portal
controlled by the Ark of the Covenant. Can they stay alive and outwit the Duke and his henchmen
before time runs out?
  in the shadow of the sword: The Academy , 1875
  in the shadow of the sword: The Shadow of What Was Lost James Islington, 2016-07-19 A
young man with forbidden magic finds himself drawn into an ancient war against a dangerous
enemy in book one of the Licanius Trilogy, the series that fans are heralding as the next Wheel of
Time. As destiny calls, a journey begins. It has been twenty years since the godlike Augurs were
overthrown and killed. Now, those who once served them -- the Gifted -- are spared only because
they have accepted the rebellion's Four Tenets, vastly limiting their powers. As a Gifted, Davian
suffers the consequences of a war lost before he was even born. He and others like him are
despised. But when Davian discovers he wields the forbidden power of the Augurs, he and his
friends Wirr and Asha set into motion a chain of events that will change everything. To the west, a
young man whose fate is intertwined with Davian's wakes up in the forest, covered in blood and with
no memory of who he is. . . And in the far north, an ancient enemy long thought defeated begins to
stir. The Licanius Trilogy is a series readers will have a hard time putting down -- a relentless
coming-of-age epic from the very first page. Storytelling assurance rare for a debut . . . Fans of
Robert Jordan and Brandon Sanderson will find much to admire. -- Guardian
  in the shadow of the sword: The Literary World , 1877
  in the shadow of the sword: Shadows of Discovery (The Shadow Realms, Book 2) Brenda
K. Davies, 2021-08-06 Lexi never expected Cole to return, but when she learns he must leave again,
she agrees to go with him. Back in the Gloaming, she discovers Cole will stop at nothing to become
king despite opposition from the dark fae who don’t want him to rule. Cole never wanted the role of
king—now he has no choice. It’s either survive the trials and claim his father’s throne… or perish.



Unfortunately, his strengths as a half fae and half lycan have not prepared him for the dangers of the
outer realms. Lexi’s fear for Cole’s safety is rivaled only by the consequences of her choices. If he
makes it through the trials and takes control of the Gloaming, can their love survive her deadly
secret? Return to the Shadow Realms. A world where vampires feast, lycans love deeply, dark fae
seduce, witches cast their spells, dragons rule the skies... and treachery lurks around every corner.
***Due to sexual content, violence, and language, this book is recommended for readers 18+ years
of age.*** Keywords: Werewolf romance for adults mate new adult lycan novel shapeshifter dark fae
king mythology warlock witches contemporary fantasy psychic power dragon mythical creatures
steamy twists tale strong heroine male lead angst folklore paranormal action adventure thriller
supernatural apocalyptic supernatural love story vampire shifter romantic.
  in the shadow of the sword: Shadows of Destiny (The Shadow Realms, Book 5) Brenda K.
Davies, 2022-08-06 While gathering an army to fight the Lord, Lexi and Cole travel through the
realms and discover mysteries that could hold the key to saving or destroying them. As war
approaches, loved ones will be lost and loyalties tested. Can Lexi and Cole survive the sacrifices
necessary for her to secure the throne, or will the Lord destroy them all? Return to the Shadow
Realms. A world where vampires feast, lycans love deeply, dark fae seduce, witches cast their spells,
dragons rule the skies... and treachery lurks around every corner. ***Due to sexual content,
violence, and language, this book is recommended for readers 18+ years of age.***
  in the shadow of the sword: Christology of the Old Testament, 2 Volumes E. W.
Hengstenberg, 2008-01-01
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