
hell is empty and the devils are all
here
Hell is empty and the devils are all here. This haunting phrase, often
attributed to William Shakespeare’s The Tempest, encapsulates a profound
reflection on human nature, society, and the presence of evil in the world.
It suggests that the true source of chaos, cruelty, and malevolence is not
some distant, infernal realm but rather resides within ourselves and among
the people we encounter daily. This article explores the origins of this
evocative statement, its philosophical and literary implications, and how it
resonates with contemporary issues.

---

Origins and Literary Significance of the Phrase

Shakespeare’s The Tempest
The phrase originates from William Shakespeare’s play The Tempest, written in
the early 17th century. In Act I, Scene II, the character Gonzalo reflects on
the nature of the world and human society, stating:

> "Hell is empty and all the devils are here."

This line is spoken in the context of a storm and shipwreck, symbolizing
chaos and disorder. Gonzalo’s remark implies that the evil and wickedness we
associate with hell are, in reality, present among us—embedded in human
institutions, relationships, and individual actions.

Interpretations and Symbolism
The phrase can be interpreted in multiple ways:
- Literal Interpretation: Evil spirits or devils are not confined to hell but
walk among humans.
- Metaphorical Interpretation: The 'devils' symbolize human vices, moral
corruption, and societal wickedness.
- Philosophical Perspective: It questions the distinction between good and
evil, suggesting that evil is not an external force but inherent within human
nature.

---



The Philosophical Underpinnings

Human Nature and Innate Evil
Philosophers have long debated whether humans are inherently good or evil.
The phrase aligns with views that posit human nature contains the potential
for malevolence:
- Thomas Hobbes argued that without societal constraints, humans would
descend into chaos, driven by self-interest.
- Sigmund Freud’s concept of the id reflects primal instincts that can be
destructive.
- Jean-Paul Sartre emphasized existential freedom, which entails moral
responsibility for one’s actions.

The Shadow Self
Carl Jung’s psychological theory of the shadow suggests that every individual
harbors darker aspects of their psyche. Recognizing that these 'devils'
reside within is essential for self-awareness and growth.

Societal Reflection of Inner Evil
Societies often project their own wickedness onto external enemies or
institutions. The phrase underscores that:
- Corruption, violence, and injustice are often rooted in human behavior.
- External conflicts mirror internal struggles with morality.

---

Historical and Cultural Contexts

Historical Examples of Human Malevolence
Numerous events exemplify the idea that 'devils are here':
- Wars and Genocides: The Holocaust, Rwandan genocide, and other atrocities
reveal the capacity for mass evil.
- Political Corruption: Abuse of power and authoritarian regimes demonstrate
how leaders can embody malevolence.
- Crimes and Violence: Everyday violence and crime highlight the persistent
presence of evil in society.



Cultural Depictions of Evil
Many cultures have depicted evil as something external or internal:
- Religious Texts: The Bible describes Satan as a fallen angel embodying
evil, but also emphasizes human susceptibility.
- Mythology: Creatures like demons, monsters, and spirits symbolize
humanity’s fears and darker tendencies.
- Modern Media: Films, literature, and art often explore themes of evil
lurking within or among us.

---

The Societal Implications

Understanding Evil in Society
Recognizing that ‘the devils are here’ prompts us to examine societal
structures and cultural norms:
- Institutional Corruption: When institutions fail ethically, they become
breeding grounds for malevolence.
- Social Inequality: Poverty, discrimination, and marginalization can foster
environments where evil manifests.
- Media and Influence: The proliferation of violence in media can desensitize
individuals, blurring the line between fiction and reality.

Responsibility and Moral Vigilance
Acknowledging the presence of evil within society places responsibility on
individuals and communities to:
- Uphold moral standards.
- Challenge injustice.
- Foster empathy and understanding.

---

Contemporary Relevance and Reflection

Modern Challenges
Today’s world faces numerous issues where ‘devils’ seem pervasive:
- Terrorism and Extremism: Ideologies that promote violence are rooted in
human beliefs and actions.
- Corruption and Abuse: Scandals and systemic corruption reveal the darker
side of human ambition.



- Environmental Destruction: Exploitation of resources reflects greed and
disregard for future generations.

Psychological and Social Strategies
Addressing the presence of evil requires:
- Psychological Awareness: Recognizing one’s own shadow and potential for
harm.
- Education: Promoting moral and ethical understanding.
- Community Engagement: Building societies that discourage malevolent
behaviors.

Hope and Redemption
While the phrase underscores the ubiquity of evil, it also suggests the
importance of:
- Personal accountability.
- Compassion and forgiveness.
- Striving for goodness in everyday actions.

---

Conclusion: Confronting the Devils Within and
Around Us

The evocative phrase, “hell is empty and the devils are all here,” challenges
us to confront the uncomfortable truth that evil is not an external threat
isolated to some fiery pit but an intrinsic part of human existence. It calls
for introspection, societal responsibility, and vigilant moral conduct.
Recognizing the presence of our own ‘devils’—our flaws, biases, and
destructive tendencies—is the first step toward creating a more just and
compassionate world. Ultimately, understanding that the source of chaos and
malevolence lies within us empowers us to seek change, redemption, and the
hope of a better future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the phrase 'Hell is empty and
the devils are all here'?
The phrase originates from William Shakespeare's play 'The Tempest,' spoken
by the character Ariel in Act 1, Scene 2, symbolizing chaos or evil present
among humans rather than in hell.



How is the phrase 'Hell is empty and the devils are
all here' used in modern culture?
It is often used to describe situations where evil, chaos, or malevolent
behavior is evident in society or among people, suggesting that evil is not
confined to hell but exists among us.

What are some popular contexts where this quote is
referenced today?
The quote appears in literature, movies, music, and social commentary,
especially when discussing corruption, moral decline, or chaotic events in
society.

What does the phrase imply about human nature?
It implies that evil or malevolent traits are inherent in humans and that
chaos or wickedness can be found among us rather than in some distant,
infernal realm.

Are there any notable adaptations or
reinterpretations of this phrase?
Yes, many authors, filmmakers, and artists have reinterpreted the phrase to
explore themes of moral ambiguity, societal breakdown, or the presence of
evil within ordinary individuals.

How does understanding the phrase enhance its
relevance in current events?
It encourages reflection on how societal issues, corruption, or malevolent
actions are often rooted in human behavior, urging a closer look at our
collective responsibility and moral choices.

Can this phrase be seen as a warning or a call to
action?
Yes, it serves as a warning that evil and chaos are present among us,
prompting individuals and societies to confront and address these issues
proactively rather than ignore them.

Additional Resources
Hell is empty and the devils are all here: An In-Depth Exploration of Human
Morality and Society



---

Introduction

The phrase, "Hell is empty and the devils are all here," originates from
William Shakespeare's play The Tempest (Act 1, Scene 2). Over centuries, this
evocative line has transcended its theatrical roots to become a powerful
metaphor in literature, philosophy, sociology, and even everyday discourse.
It suggests that the true malevolence, chaos, and evil we associate with hell
are not confined to some supernatural realm but are present among us—embedded
within human society, institutions, and individuals.

In this article, we will delve into the historical origins of the phrase,
analyze its thematic significance, and explore its implications in
understanding human nature, societal dynamics, and the manifestation of evil.
We will also examine how this idea influences contemporary thought and
discourse, making it a vital lens through which to view morality, justice,
and societal responsibility.

---

Historical and Literary Origins

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest

The phrase appears in William Shakespeare’s The Tempest, spoken by the
character Trinculo. Initially, the line refers to the idea that the wicked
spirits or "devils" have escaped from hell and are now wandering freely among
humans. Shakespeare’s use of the phrase plays with the notion that evil is
not an external force confined to a supernatural realm but is intrinsic to
human nature or society itself.

Context within the play

In the scene, Trinculo reflects on the chaos and treachery unfolding around
him, implying that malevolence is not supernatural but resides within human
characters. The line captures a sense of disillusionment and the realization
that evil is not an external threat but an internal, pervasive force.

Evolution of the Phrase in Cultural Discourse

Over time, the phrase has been adopted and adapted across various contexts:

- Literature and Philosophy: Used to critique societal ills and human
depravity.



- Political Commentary: To suggest that corruption and evil are endemic
within institutions.
- Popular Culture: Referenced in films, music, and art to symbolize the idea
that evil is omnipresent in human affairs.

This evolution underscores the enduring relevance of the concept—that evil is
not purely external but resides within human society, often disguised or
normalized.

---

Philosophical and Theological Perspectives

Human Nature and Innate Evil

Philosophers and theologians have long debated whether humans are innately
good, evil, or a mixture of both. The phrase aligns with the perspective that
humans harbor the potential for malevolence within their nature.

- Thomas Hobbes believed that human beings are inherently selfish and
violent, requiring societal structures to curb their tendencies.
- Jean-Jacques Rousseau argued that humans are naturally good but corrupted
by society.
- The phrase suggests that, regardless of innate tendencies, societal
circumstances often reveal or amplify the "devils" within.

The Concept of Original Sin and Moral Fallibility

In Christian theology, the idea that "the devils are all here" aligns with
notions of original sin—the idea that humanity is inherently fallen and
predisposed to evil. This perspective holds that:

- Evil resides within human beings due to their fallen nature.
- Societal institutions often reflect this innate depravity.
- The line emphasizes the universality of moral struggle.

Existentialism and Moral Ambiguity

Existentialist thinkers like Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert Camus explored
themes of human freedom, responsibility, and moral ambiguity. They suggested
that:

- Evil is not an external force but a consequence of human choices.



- Society often acts as a mirror reflecting the "devils" within individuals.
- Recognizing this internal presence is crucial for authentic moral
responsibility.

---

Manifestations of "The Devils Are All Here" in
Society

This section examines how the metaphor manifests in real-world contexts,
illustrating the assertion that malevolence and chaos are embedded within
human institutions and behaviors.

Corruption and Power

Throughout history, political and corporate corruption exemplifies how the
"devils" reside within societal structures:

- Political Scandals: Abuse of power, nepotism, and dishonesty reveal moral
decay at the highest levels.
- Corporate Malfeasance: Fraud, environmental degradation, and exploitation
demonstrate greed and malevolence in business.

Key traits observed:

- Lack of accountability
- Prioritization of personal or organizational gain over societal well-being
- Erosion of public trust

Violence and Conflict

War, terrorism, and domestic violence are stark manifestations of human
depravity. They underscore how societal conditions, ideological extremism,
and personal animosities unleash the "devils" within individuals and groups.

Examples include:

- Genocide and ethnic cleansing
- Organized crime syndicates
- Domestic abuse patterns



Discrimination and Social Injustice

Prejudice, racism, sexism, and other forms of discrimination reflect societal
acceptance or normalization of evil behaviors.

Impacts:

- Marginalization of vulnerable groups
- Systemic inequality
- Social fragmentation

Psychological and Cultural Factors

The environment, upbringing, and cultural influences can foster or suppress
these "devils." Cultures that normalize violence or discrimination
inadvertently reinforce the presence of evil.

---

Implications for Morality, Justice, and Society

Understanding that "the devils are all here" carries profound implications
for how we approach morality and justice.

Recognition of Human Fallibility

Acknowledging the pervasiveness of evil urges humility and self-awareness. It
suggests that:

- No individual or society is immune from moral failings.
- Vigilance and self-criticism are essential.
- The fight against evil is ongoing and collective.

Responsibility and Accountability

If evil resides within society, then:

- Societal institutions must be scrutinized and held accountable.
- Citizens have a moral duty to challenge injustice.
- Justice systems should address root causes, not just symptoms.



Preventative Measures and Societal Healing

Strategies to mitigate the influence of these "devils" include:

- Education promoting moral development and empathy
- Strong legal frameworks
- Promoting transparency and accountability
- Cultivating inclusive and equitable communities

Ethical Leadership and Cultural Change

Leaders set the tone for societal values. Ethical leadership can:

- Dismantle corrupt practices
- Inspire integrity and compassion
- Foster societal resilience against malevolence

---

Modern Relevance and Cultural Reflections

The phrase continues to resonate in contemporary discourse, especially amid
global crises and societal upheavals.

Media and Popular Culture

Films like The Devil's Advocate, Se7en, and The Silence of the Lambs explore
themes of evil lurking within human society, echoing the idea that "hell is
empty."

Music, literature, and art often depict the struggle between good and evil,
emphasizing that "the devils" are among us.

Social Movements and Awareness

Movements against corruption, inequality, and violence emphasize the need to
confront the "devils" within societal structures and individuals.

Psychological and Sociological Studies



Research into human aggression, prejudice, and moral psychology supports the
idea that evil is rooted in human nature and environment, reinforcing the
metaphor.

---

Conclusion: Embracing the Reality of Our Inner
Demons

"Hell is empty and the devils are all here" serves as a sobering reminder
that evil is not an external, distant force but intricately woven into the
fabric of human society. Recognizing this truth encourages humility,
responsibility, and vigilance. It compels us to look inward and
outward—acknowledging the potential for malevolence within ourselves and
striving to create a more just, compassionate world.

By understanding that the "devils" are present among us, we are better
equipped to confront, challenge, and ultimately transcend the darker aspects
of human nature. The journey toward morality and societal harmony begins with
honest acknowledgment of these internal and external demons, and a collective
resolve to keep them in check.

---

In essence, the phrase challenges us to reflect on our complicity in
perpetuating evil and inspires ongoing efforts toward moral integrity. It is
a call to vigilance, empathy, and action—recognizing that the battle against
the "devils" begins within and extends to every corner of society.
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  hell is empty and the devils are all here: Hell Is Empty and All the Devils Are Here Kings
Players, 2019-06-15 This Shakespearean literary themed 6 x 9 inch blank lined journal, sports a
typeset quote, complete with runny ink blotches, reading 'Hell is empty and all the devils are here.',
from The Tempest, Act 1, Scene 2, Page 10. An ideal drama themed gift for lovers of the bard, of
theatre, students, and actors. Also makes a funny halloween gag gift for teachers returning to
school, or politicians elected to senate, congress, or Westminster after mid term or general
elections.
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: The Magicians Songs And Stories vol 1 Rachel
Lawson, 2024-05-14 The Magicians stories and songs lyrics by Rachel Lawson Good Quotes from :
The People From The Center of the Earth Good Quotes from : The People From The Center of the
Earth Glad you are open-minded most people just say I'm mad to believe in the star people! said the
Chicken. I believe in aliens! said Blake. You do? said the Chicken his eyes widening. Of course we
are aliens how could I not believe in us? said the not-so-human Blake. I am not a Flat Earther or a
hollow Earther. Nobody lives in the center of any planet, said Blake. Blake the Star People are real!
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said the Masked Chicken. No they aren't real still! said Blake. The Chicken pushed a News Paper at
Blake. Aliens from the center of the Earth take the Human race to court for ownership of the planet!
Blake read. Did you get this made as a joke? asked Blake. I never thought I'd say this to anyone!
Blake said, Take me to your leader? Who are you human I don't bother my leader with the rabble,
said the star person. Because I am Alexandrite Argent the Chief Justice of Sapphirus Argent, said
Blake. Whose that? asked the star person. He's my Grandfather he's only the Emperor of the
Universe! said Blake getting impatient with the star person. I will judge your case, said Blake. You
are biased, said the supreme leader. Yes but without me, your case cannot be legally judged I am the
only one who can judge Planetary cases, said Blake. What's wrong with him, said the supreme leader
seeing Lance's Emo son. Oh him he's just the Prince of Darkness, said Lance off-handedly. Hey!
snapped the offended Emo. Why are everyone happy these strangers want to evict humans from the
Earth? Jnr asked. It's our planet! said the Supreme Leader.
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: Once In A Blue Midnight Rachel Lawson,
2024-11-07 There were whispers that the reaper king Mortimer once lost his human form, his body,
his shell. Among the reapers, rumors changed it to his soul being stolen. This is what really
happened...
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: The Magicians Songs And Stories Vol 2 Rachel
Lawson, 2024-05-20 Stories and songs by Rachel Lawson from or based on her The Magicians series
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: The Dark Lord And Master and other
Magicians stories and songs Rachel Lawson, 2024-05-05 Ever since Blake revealed his identity as
Death, he has felt utterly disregarded. People just see Death, not the man he is. This is a day in his
life. Also, other stories and songs based on the books.
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: The Works of William Shakespere William
Shakespeare, 1854
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: Magicians Songs Rachel Lawson, 2025-04-06
Song lyrics by Rachel Lawson about or from her Gothic magicians and The Magicians Series stories.
Note that they are AI Lyrics for Suno AI and Udio AI, but they can be read as poems.
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: Am I Just A Shadow You Drew? Rachel Lawson,
2024-07-20 A book of poems and song lyrics and the story Am I Just A Shadow You Drew? At back of
the book one of the poems based on the story mentioned. Am I just a shadow you drew? Am I just a
shadow you drew? am I just a ghost you never knew? am I only a dream in your mind? why were you
so unkind? If I am only a nightmare of your sleepless night, I am lost in your world of terror and
fright. Am I just a shadow you drew?
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: All the Devils Are Here Louise Penny, 2020-09-01
INSTANT #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER PARADE MAGAZINE – ONE OF FALL'S MOST
ANTICIPATED BOOKS AARP'S MOST ANTICIPATED BOOKS OF FALL CRIMEREADS – ONE OF
THE BEST TRADITIONAL MYSTERIES OF THE YEAR GLOBE AND MAIL - TOP 100 BOOKS OF THE
YEAR CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR - ONE OF THE BEST NOVELS OF THE YEAR KIRKUS
REVIEWS - ONE OF THE BEST MYSTERIES/THRILLERS OF THE YEAR LIBRARY JOURNAL - ONE
OF THE BEST CRIME FICTION BOOKS OF THE YEAR The 16th novel by #1 bestselling author
Louise Penny finds Chief Inspector Armand Gamache of the Sûreté du Quebec investigating a
sinister plot in the City of Light On their first night in Paris, the Gamaches gather as a family for a
bistro dinner with Armand’s godfather, the billionaire Stephen Horowitz. Walking home together
after the meal, they watch in horror as Stephen is knocked down and critically injured in what
Gamache knows is no accident, but a deliberate attempt on the elderly man’s life. When a strange
key is found in Stephen’s possession it sends Armand, his wife Reine-Marie, and his former
second-in-command at the Sûreté, Jean-Guy Beauvoir, from the top of the Tour d’Eiffel, to the bowels
of the Paris Archives, from luxury hotels to odd, coded, works of art. It sends them deep into the
secrets Armand’s godfather has kept for decades. A gruesome discovery in Stephen’s Paris
apartment makes it clear the secrets are more rancid, the danger far greater and more imminent,
than they realized. Soon the whole family is caught up in a web of lies and deceit. In order to find



the truth, Gamache will have to decide whether he can trust his friends, his colleagues, his instincts,
his own past. His own family. For even the City of Light casts long shadows. And in that darkness
devils hide.
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: I See A Theme In This Rachel Lawson,
2025-03-14 Why the title? This book contains song lyrics from my music based on my stories.
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: The Tempest William Shakespeare, 1887
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: The Dramatic Works and Poems of William
Shakspeare William Shakespeare, 1841
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: Dramatic Works and Poems William Shakespeare,
1848
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: The Bible in Shakspeare William Burgess, 1903
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: The Locket And The Thief And Other Stories
Rachel Lawson, 2023-11-05 Reworked Omnibus of stories from Rachel Lawson's The Magicians
series, such as this Dark Fantasy-Gothic short story; The Locket And The Thief What if you lost the
last physical thing that reminds you of a lost beloved child through theft, and it happens to be found
upon the body of the now dead thief, and it is now in the hands of the police would you if you had
access to would you take it back? Is stealing back your own stolen thing, really theft or is it? This is
the situation where this coroner, Blake, finds himself in. On a lonely quiet misty night after midnight
in Melbourne, anything can happen and it did. At that hour, only the reckless and unprincipled
wander around. On such a night as this, a straggler from a theatre was wandering in the cool
calming night remembering a lost daughter who he'd lost many years ago on a night like this. This
day, to be exact, 28 years earlier. She was murdered with her husband as they walked the street he
was in. He came as he always did this night to lay a rose for them. He did so unbothered, for all the
times he had come. Before that night. He pulled out an old locket and looked at it sadly and opened
it, looking at the pictures inside it. They were his daughter and her husband. The father pulled a red
rose from his inside coat pocket and lay the rose on the wet road. As the father knelt laying the rose
there was a noise nearby on the road like a splash in the puddle, he looked up and saw a man with a
gun trained on him.
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: Drumbeat John Martino, 2021-05-03 As the
twenty-first century unfolds society is confronted with the normalization of warfare and political
violence and their growing allure for the young. Current global political events highlight the extent
to which young people have become the target of both State and non-State actors in the prosecution
of war and terror. The conduct of what we can refer to as social war has increasingly come to target
the young through media (social media, the internet and video games) and more directly through
acts of violence (the massacre of children, the reliance on child soldiers, and the use of children in
martyrdom operations) as legitimate forms of conduct. The appropriation of the young as political
and military materials through the processes of both radicalization and militarization warrants close
examination. Drumbeat examines these issues within the context of the ongoing process of
militarization and the establishment of a state of perpetual warfare. The book distinguishes between
radicalization, which refers to the application of propaganda and ideological methods by non-State
agents, and militarization, which refers to the application of propaganda and ideological methods by
State agents in order to effectively prosecute war. The focus of this book will be an examination of
the mechanisms through which forms of media and other digital and web-based artefacts – social
media, video and video games - assist in the militarization and radicalization of the young. There is a
growing body of evidence which points to the effectiveness of various forms of media in both the
recruitment of young people and the promotion of ideological frames. For example, non-State actors
(extremist religious groups and the Alt-Right) have been highly effective in appropriating new media
to project their propaganda messages and their appeal to young people. The book also argues that
militarization has become a powerful societal force, which is re-configuring the daily conduct of life
in the West. Just as radicalization seeks to prepare the young for the conduct of war, militarization
also functions to position the broader society for war. This is a new form of the civilizing process to



which Norbert Elias referred. In this context new media provides the conduits through which this
process is legitimized, celebrated and promulgated.
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: The Magicians: Tales Of The Necromancer
Rachel Lawson, 2023-12-22 NOT A KID BOOK Stories from The Magicians Series starring Lancelot
Alexander the Necromancer Good Quotes From The Haunting of the Necromancer a story in book
We are not fake anythings! said Lance. I could debate that with you, said Blake. Where is the ghost?
Blake said changing the subject. Now I have a ghost and a grim reaper in my lounge room! said
Lance infuriated. Grand Reaper? What's that? the ghost asked. Another name for a couch potato!
Lance hissed, Dork why you shouting, said Junior walking in the room. Oh, he's no bother, he has
good taste! Anyone who likes Neighbours is alright with me Blake said. You sure this isn't The
Munsters! Blake asked. I want to watch this! said the ghost standing up. Quit it stop using the voice
let him watch this! Blake said. He is a ghost he shouldn't be watching soapies! said Lance. Dork!
snapped Junior in protest.
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: The Congressional Globe United States. Congress,
1856
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: The Congressional Globe J.C. Rives, 1856
  hell is empty and the devils are all here: The Lutheran Witness , 1918
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