
durrell the corfu trilogy
Durrell the Corfu Trilogy: An In-Depth Exploration of Gerald Durrell’s Literary
Masterpiece

Introduction

The Corfu Trilogy, penned by the renowned British author and naturalist Gerald Durrell,
stands as a timeless classic that vividly captures the enchanting allure of the Greek island
of Corfu. Through humor, warmth, and rich descriptions, Durrell transports readers to a
bygone era, offering an intimate glimpse into his childhood and the vibrant life of his family.
This trilogy not only celebrates the scenic beauty and cultural richness of Corfu but also
provides a heartfelt narrative that has captivated readers worldwide for decades.

In this article, we delve into the origins, themes, and significance of Gerald Durrell’s Corfu
Trilogy, exploring why it remains a must-read for lovers of travel literature, humor, and
natural history alike.

Background and Context of the Corfu Trilogy

Gerald Durrell: The Man Behind the Trilogy

Gerald Durrell (1925–1995) was a British naturalist, zookeeper, conservationist, and prolific
author. His writings often blend humor, adventure, and a profound love for nature. Durrell’s
charismatic storytelling made him a beloved figure in literary circles, with his most famous
work being My Family and Other Animals, the first book in the Corfu Trilogy.

Durrell’s childhood in Corfu during the 1930s profoundly influenced his life and work. His
family’s adventures, eccentricities, and encounters with local residents form the core of the
stories told in the trilogy, which combines autobiographical elements with vivid descriptions
of the island’s landscapes and wildlife.

The Origins of the Corfu Trilogy

The trilogy comprises three semi-autobiographical books:

1. My Family and Other Animals (1956)
2. Birds, Beasts and Relatives (1969)
3. The Garden of the Gods (1978)

Originally written as separate memoirs, these books were later compiled into the trilogy,
offering readers a seamless narrative of Durrell’s childhood and family life on Corfu.

The stories are set mainly during the 1930s, capturing a period of cultural and political



change in Greece, while also portraying the idyllic and often humorous life of a young boy
immersed in nature and surrounded by a colorful cast of characters.

Key Themes and Highlights of the Corfu Trilogy

1. Nostalgia and Childhood Adventure

One of the most compelling aspects of Durrell’s trilogy is its nostalgic tone. The books
evoke a sense of innocence and wonder, recounting childhood adventures with a mix of
humor and poignancy. Readers are transported to a simpler time when exploring the
countryside, gathering insects, or observing animals was a grand adventure.

Highlights include:

- Durrell’s fascination with local wildlife
- His interactions with family members, especially his eccentric mother and father
- The humorous misadventures of the young Gerald

2. Rich Depictions of Corfu’s Landscape and Culture

Durrell’s vivid descriptions paint Corfu as a lush, vibrant paradise. He captures the natural
beauty of the island’s olive groves, mountains, beaches, and forests, creating a sensory-
rich experience for readers.

Cultural insights include:

- Local customs and traditions
- The influence of Greek Orthodox Christianity
- Interactions with local residents, including farmers, shopkeepers, and fishermen

3. Humor, Eccentric Characters, and Family Dynamics

The trilogy is renowned for its humor and memorable characters. Durrell’s family members
are portrayed with warmth and wit, each contributing to the lively tapestry of island life.

Notable characters include:

- Margo, Gerald’s older sister
- Leslie, the adventurous older brother
- Aunt Hermione and other family friends
- The local inhabitants who add authenticity and humor



4. Passion for Nature and Conservation

Throughout the trilogy, Durrell’s love for animals and nature is evident. His fascination with
collecting insects, studying local fauna, and his early environmental awareness underpin his
later conservation efforts.

Key points:

- The detailed observations of flora and fauna
- The importance of preserving natural habitats
- Introduction to the concept of biodiversity

Significance and Impact of the Corfu Trilogy

Literary Influence and Reception

Gerald Durrell’s Corfu Trilogy has become a cornerstone of travel and nature literature. Its
blend of humor, autobiography, and vivid descriptions has earned it critical acclaim and a
devoted readership worldwide.

The books are praised for:

- Their engaging storytelling style
- Their ability to evoke nostalgia and curiosity
- Their educational value in promoting appreciation for wildlife and conservation

Adaptations and Cultural Legacy

The popularity of the trilogy has led to various adaptations, including:

- A highly acclaimed television series, The Durrells, which aired from 2016 to 2019, bringing
the stories to a new generation
- Stage adaptations and audiobooks

Durrell’s depiction of Corfu has significantly influenced tourism to the island, inspiring
visitors to explore its natural beauty and cultural sites.

Educational and Environmental Importance

Durrell’s early interest in wildlife and conservation, showcased in the trilogy, helped raise
awareness about environmental issues. His work laid the groundwork for modern
conservation efforts, emphasizing the importance of protecting biodiversity.



Why Read the Corfu Trilogy Today?

For Travel Enthusiasts

The trilogy offers an immersive journey into Corfu’s landscapes, history, and local culture,
making it a perfect prelude for travelers planning to visit the island.

For Nature and Wildlife Lovers

Durrell’s detailed descriptions and passion for animals inspire respect and curiosity about
the natural world.

For Fans of Humor and Autobiography

The books’ humorous anecdotes and warm family portraits make for engaging and
heartwarming reading.

Conclusion

Gerald Durrell’s Corfu Trilogy remains a beloved literary treasure that combines
autobiographical storytelling, humor, and environmental passion. Its vivid portrayal of
Corfu’s landscapes, wildlife, and local culture continues to enchant readers, inspiring both
travel and conservation efforts. Whether you are a lover of nature, history, or simply great
storytelling, the trilogy offers a captivating window into a unique slice of Greek island life,
seen through the eyes of one of the 20th century’s most charming authors.

Embark on this literary journey to experience the magic of Corfu through Durrell’s eyes and
discover why his trilogy endures as a classic of travel and nature literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Durrells of Corfu Trilogy' and why is it
popular?
'The Durrells of Corfu Trilogy' is a series of autobiographical books by Gerald Durrell that
depict his family's life on the Greek island of Corfu. Its popularity stems from its charming
humor, vivid descriptions of island life, and nostalgic portrayal of family adventures and
eccentric characters.



Which books are included in 'The Durrells of Corfu
Trilogy'?
The trilogy includes three books: 'My Family and Other Animals,' 'Birds, Beasts and
Relatives,' and 'The Garden of the Gods.' These autobiographical works chronicle the
Durrell family's experiences from their move to Corfu through their adventures and
relationships.

How does 'The Durrells of Corfu Trilogy' differ from the
TV series 'The Durrells'?
While the TV series 'The Durrells' is inspired by the books and dramatizes the family's life
on Corfu, it takes creative liberties and adds fictional elements for entertainment. The
books are more detailed, humorous, and provide a genuine autobiographical account of
Gerald Durrell's childhood and family life.

What themes are explored in 'The Durrells of Corfu
Trilogy'?
The trilogy explores themes such as family bonds, adventure, the beauty of nature, cultural
differences, and the humorous challenges of expatriate life. It also highlights Gerald
Durrell's passion for animals and conservation.

Why is 'My Family and Other Animals' considered a
classic?
'My Family and Other Animals' is considered a classic because of its witty storytelling, vivid
characterizations, and charming depiction of childhood innocence. It has remained beloved
worldwide for its humorous and heartfelt portrayal of a family’s life on Corfu.

Additional Resources
Durrell The Corfu Trilogy: An In-Depth Exploration of a Literary Classic

In the landscape of 20th-century literature, few works capture the charm, eccentricity, and
vibrancy of a place quite like Gerald Durrell’s The Corfu Trilogy. This series of semi-
autobiographical novels—comprising My Family and Other Animals (also published as My
Family and Other Animals), Birds, Beasts and Relatives, and The Garden of the Gods—offers
a vivid, humorous, and affectionate portrait of Corfu, the Greek island that became Durrell’s
home in the 1930s. Over the decades, these books have transcended their genre to
become beloved classics, inspiring adaptations, tourism, and scholarly discourse. This
article undertakes a comprehensive investigation into Durrell The Corfu Trilogy, examining
its origins, themes, narrative style, cultural impact, and enduring relevance.

---



Origins and Context of the Trilogy

Biographical Foundations

Gerald Durrell (1925–1995), a British naturalist, writer, and founder of the Durrell Wildlife
Conservation Trust, penned the trilogy based on his childhood and adolescence on Corfu.
Growing up in a chaotic, eccentric family, Durrell’s vivid storytelling draws heavily from his
own experiences, blending humor with affection. His personal history—marked by a love for
animals, nature, and the idiosyncratic characters of his family—serves as the backbone of
the trilogy.

The books were written during a period when Durrell was exploring the boundaries of travel
literature, memoir, and fiction. The first volume, My Family and Other Animals, was
published in 1956, followed by the subsequent volumes which expanded on the same
setting and characters. These works gained popularity not just for their humor but for their
detailed and affectionate depiction of Corfu as a place teeming with life.

Historical and Cultural Backdrop

The trilogy is set primarily in the 1930s, a time when Corfu was experiencing a mixture of
traditional Greek life and influences from the British expatriate community. The island’s
unique blend of cultures, dialects, and customs forms a vibrant backdrop for Durrell’s
stories. The interwar period was also a time of transition, and the island’s landscape and
society are depicted with both nostalgia and keen observation.

Durrell’s portrayal of Corfu is not merely scenic; it’s imbued with a sense of discovery,
adventure, and the exoticism that comes with a foreign landscape. The books serve as a
window into a world that was rapidly changing, capturing a snapshot of Corfu’s pre-war
charm.

---

Literary Analysis of the Trilogy

Narrative Style and Tone

One of Durrell’s most distinctive qualities as a writer is his engaging narrative voice. His
prose is characterized by a lively, humorous tone that invites readers into the chaos and
warmth of his family life. The language is accessible yet vivid, often peppered with
humorous asides and sharp observations.

Durrell’s storytelling employs a first-person narrative that creates intimacy and immediacy.



His tone oscillates between comic exaggeration and tender reflection, balancing the
absurdities of his family’s antics with genuine affection. This tone fosters a sense of
nostalgia and authenticity that resonates deeply with readers.

Themes and Motifs

Several recurring themes underpin the trilogy:

- Family and Eccentricity: The Durrell family itself is a motif of chaos, love, and eccentricity.
The characters are exaggerated yet endearing, highlighting the importance of familial
bonds amid eccentricities.

- Nature and Biodiversity: Durrell’s passion for animals and the natural world is evident
throughout. He vividly describes the flora and fauna of Corfu, emphasizing conservation
and the intrinsic value of biodiversity.

- Cultural Encounters: Encounters with local Greeks, British expatriates, and other visitors
serve to explore themes of cultural exchange, identity, and adaptation.

- Humor and Absurdity: The books revel in the comedic potential of everyday life, and
Durrell’s wit often lampoons societal norms and human folly.

Structural Elements

The trilogy’s structure is episodic, with each chapter functioning as a self-contained
vignette or story. This episodic style echoes the natural flow of memories and childhood
anecdotes, making the books accessible and engaging. The narrative’s chronological
progression is intertwined with thematic explorations, creating a layered reading
experience.

---

Deep Dive into the Books: Individual Analysis

My Family and Other Animals

This inaugural volume is perhaps the most famous, introducing readers to the Durrell
family’s arrival on Corfu. The vivid descriptions of the island’s landscapes, the colorful
characters of the family, and Durrell’s humorous observations make it an enduring classic.

Notable features include:

- The eccentric family members, especially the eccentric mother, Louisa Durrell, whose love



for her children and the island permeates the narrative.
- Durrell’s obsession with animals, leading to humorous and sometimes chaotic encounters
with local wildlife.
- The depiction of the island’s sights, smells, and sounds, painted with rich detail.

Birds, Beasts and Relatives

The second book expands on the chaos, with more adventures involving local characters,
animals, and the family’s interactions. Durrell delves deeper into the local culture, including
humorous episodes with local villagers and quirky characters like the eccentric Mr.
Kralefsky.

Themes of exploration and curiosity dominate, alongside a deeper appreciation for Corfu’s
natural beauty.

The Garden of the Gods

The final volume reflects a period of transition, with Durrell nearing adulthood and
contemplating leaving Corfu. It’s more reflective than the previous two, capturing a sense
of nostalgia and the bittersweet nature of change. The book also explores the natural
history of the island more scientifically, showcasing Durrell’s burgeoning interest in
conservation and natural sciences.

---

Cultural and Literary Impact

Influence on Travel and Memoir Genres

Durrell’s trilogy has significantly influenced how travel and autobiographical stories are
told. Its blend of humor, detailed observation, and personal reflection set a precedent for
subsequent writers in travel literature and memoirs. The books’ accessible language and
vivid imagery have made them perennial favorites among diverse readerships.

Popular Adaptations and Media

The trilogy’s popularity has led to various adaptations:

- Television: The most notable adaptation is the 1987 BBC series The Durrells, which
brought renewed attention to the books. The series showcased Corfu’s landscape and
characters, blending humor with heartfelt storytelling.



- Theatrical and Literary: Excerpts and adaptations have appeared in theatrical productions,
and the books continue to inspire writers, naturalists, and travelers.

Tourism and Cultural Legacy

Corfu has embraced the trilogy’s legacy, with many sites associated with the Durrell family
becoming tourist attractions. The island’s museums, guided tours, and festivals celebrate
Durrell’s contribution to its cultural heritage, drawing literary enthusiasts and travelers
alike.

---

Enduring Relevance and Critical Perspectives

Why Durrell The Corfu Trilogy Remains Relevant

Despite being set in a specific historical context, the trilogy’s themes of family, curiosity,
and love for nature remain universal. Its humorous tone and vivid descriptions continue to
appeal to modern readers seeking escapism, nostalgia, or insight into human nature.

Critical Reception and Scholarly Discourse

While widely celebrated, some critics have discussed the trilogy’s nostalgic tone as
potentially romanticizing a bygone era. Scholars have also analyzed Durrell’s depiction of
local culture, noting both the affection and the paternalistic outlook present in the
narratives.

---

Conclusion: An Investigation into the Literary
Significance of Durrell The Corfu Trilogy

Durrell The Corfu Trilogy stands as a testament to the power of storytelling rooted in
personal experience, natural beauty, and humor. Its enduring popularity underscores its
universal appeal—an inviting portrait of childhood, family chaos, and the natural world set
against the stunning backdrop of Corfu.

As a literary work, it blurs the lines between memoir, travelogue, and fiction, capturing a
sense of place that has captivated generations. Its influence extends beyond literature into
tourism, media, and conservation, illustrating the profound impact of Durrell’s affectionate



portrayal of a small Greek island and its inhabitants.

In an era increasingly conscious of environmental and cultural preservation, Durrell’s
celebration of Corfu’s biodiversity and local customs remains both relevant and inspiring.
Whether read for entertainment, education, or cultural enrichment, The Corfu Trilogy
continues to enchant, educate, and evoke a sense of wonder—affirming its place as a
timeless classic in regional and world literature.

Durrell The Corfu Trilogy

  durrell the corfu trilogy: The Corfu Trilogy Gerald Durrell, 2016-11-29 National Bestseller:
The complete trilogy that inspired Masterpiece production The Durrells in Corfu in one volume. The
tales of a naturalist and his family, who left England for the Greek island of Corfu—where they
interacted with fascinating locals of both human and animal varieties—these memoirs have become
beloved bestsellers and inspired the delightful series that aired on PBS television. Included in this
three-book collection are: My Family and Other Animals: Ten-year-old Gerald Durrell arrives on
sun-drenched Corfu with this family and pursues his interest in natural history, making friends with
the island’s fauna—from toads and tortoises to scorpions and geckos—while reveling in the joyous
chaos of growing up in an unconventional household. Birds, Beasts and Relatives: Written after a
boyhood spent studying zoology, this memoir is part nature guide, part coming-of-age tale, and all
charmingly funny memoir. The Garden of the Gods: In the conclusion of the trilogy, Durrell shares
more tales of wild animals and his even wilder family, including his mother, Louisa, and his siblings
Lawrence, Leslie, and Margo, in the years before World War II. “[Durrell’s] books have an unfailing
charm. . . . It is a tribute to his skill that one never tires of his accounts” (Chicago Tribune). This
ebook features an illustrated biography of Gerald Durrell including rare photos from the author’s
estate.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: Fauna and Family Gerald Durrell, 1979
  durrell the corfu trilogy: Corfu Trilogy Gerald Durrell, 2016-03-03
  durrell the corfu trilogy: The Corfu Trilogy Gerald Durrell, 2006-08-03 The Corfu Trilogy
consists of the popular classic My Family and Other Animals and its delightful sequels, Birds, Beasts
and Relatives and The Garden of the Gods. All three books are set on the enchanted island of Corfu
in the 1930s, and tell the story of the eccentic English family who moved there. For Gerald, the
budding zoologist, Corfu was a natural paradise, teeming with strange birds and beasts that he
could collect, watch and care for. But life was not without its problems - his family often objected to
his animal-collecting activities, especially when the beasts wound up in the villa or - even worse - the
fridge. With hilarious yet endearing portraits of his family and their many unusual hangers-on, The
Corfu Trilogy also captures the beginnings of the author's lifelong love of animals. Recounted with
immense humour and charm, this wonderful account of Corfu's natural history reveals a rare,
magical childhood. For the passionate zoologist, Corfu was a natural paradise, teeming with strange
birds and beasts that he could collect, watch and care for. But life was not without its problems -
Gerald's family often objected to his animal-collecting activities, especially when the beasts wound
up in the family's villa or - even worse - the fridge. Gerald Durrell evokes his island paradise with
passion and wonder.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: The Durrells of Corfu Michael Haag, 2017-04-20 The Durrell family
are immortalised in Gerald Durrell's My Family and Other Animals and its ITV adaptation, The
Durrells. But what of the real life Durrells? Why did they go to Corfu in the first place - and what
happened to them after they left? The real story of the Durrells is as surprising and fascinating as
anything in Gerry's books, and Michael Haag, with his first hand knowledge of the family, is the ideal
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narrator, drawing on diaries, letters and unpublished autobiographical fragments. The Durrells of
Corfu describes the family's upbringing in India and the crisis that brought them to England and
then Greece. It recalls the genuine characters they encountered on Corfu - Theodore the biologist,
the taxi driver Spiro Halikiopoulos and the prisoner Kosti - as well as the visit of American writer
Henry Miller. And Haag has unearthed the story of how the Durrells left Corfu, including Margo's
and Larry's last-minute escapes before the War. An extended epilogue looks at the emergence of
Larry as a world famous novelist, and Gerry as a naturalist and champion of endangered species, as
well as the lives of the rest of the family, their friends and other animals. The book is illustrated with
family photos from the Gerald Durrell Archive, many of them reproduced here for the first time.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: Birds, Beasts and Relatives Gerald Durrell, 2016-10-11 The follow-up
to My Family and Other Animals and the inspiration for The Durrells in Corfu: A naturalist's memoir
of his family's time on a Greek island. In the years before World War II, Gerald Durrell's family left
the gloomy shores of England for the sun-drenched island of Corfu. Against this picturesque
backdrop, Durrell fondly recalls his family's disorderly household and outrageous antics, including
their interactions with locals of both human and animal varieties. After a boyhood spent studying
zoology and acquiring the island's exotic insects, reptiles, birds, mammals, and sea creatures as
pets, Durrell's budding naturalism would later bloom into a passion for conservation that would last
a lifetime. Filled with clever observations, amusing anecdotes, and childlike wonder, Birds, Beasts
and Relatives is half nature guide, half coming-of-age tale, and all charmingly funny memoir. This
ebook features an illustrated biography of Gerald Durrell including rare photos from the author's
estate.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: The Garden of the Gods Gerald Durrell, 2016-10-11 Part of the
trilogy of memoirs that inspired the television show The Durrells in Corfu: A naturalist’s adventures
with animals—and humans—on a Greek island. When his family moved to a Greek island, young
naturalist Gerald Durrell was able to indulge his passion for wildlife of all sorts as he discovered the
new world around him—and the creatures and people who inhabited it. Indeed, Durrell’s years
growing up on Corfu would inspire the rest of his life. In addition to his tales of wild animals, Durrell
recounts stories about his even wilder family—including his widowed mother, Louisa, and elder
siblings Lawrence, Leslie, and Margo—with undeniable wit and humor. The final chapter in Durrell’s
reflections on his family’s time in Greece before the start of World War II, The Garden of the Gods is
a fascinating look at the childhood of a naturalist who was ahead of his time. This ebook features an
illustrated biography of Gerald Durrell including rare photos from the author’s estate.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: My Family and Other Animals Gerald Durrell, 2016-10-11 The
inspiration for The Durrells in Corfu, a Masterpiece production on public television: A naturalist's
account of his childhood on the exotic Greek island. When the Durrells could no longer endure the
gray English climate, they did what any sensible family would do: sold their house and relocated to
the sun-soaked island of Corfu. As they settled into their new home, hilarious mishaps ensued as a
ten-year-old Gerald Durrell pursued his interest in natural history and explored the island's fauna.
Soon, toads and tortoises, bats and butterflies—as well as scorpions, geckos, ladybugs, praying
mantises, octopuses, pigeons, and gulls—became a common sight in the Durrell villa. Uproarious
tales of the island's animals and Durrell's fond reflections on his family bring this delightful memoir
to life. Capturing the joyous chaos of growing up in an unconventional household, My Family and
Other Animals will transport you to a place you won't want to leave. This ebook features an
illustrated biography of Gerald Durrell including rare photos from the author's estate.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: Fauna and Family Gerald Durrell, 2012 Originally published: The
garden of the gods. London: Collins, 1978.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: Dining with the Durrells David Shimwell, Lee Durrell, 2019-03-28
'We lolled in the sea until it was time to return for tea, another of Mother's gastronomic triumphs.
Tottering mounds of hot scones; crisp paper-thin biscuits; cakes like snowdrifts, oozing jam; cakes
dark, rich and moist, crammed with fruit; brandy snaps brittle as coral and overflowing with honey.
Conversation was almost at a standstill; all that could be heard was the gentle tinkle of cups, and the



heartfelt sigh of some guest, accepting another slice of cake.' - My Family and Other Animals, Gerald
Durrell In Dining with the Durrells, David Shimwell has delved into the Durrell family archives to
uncover Louisa Durrell's original recipes for the scones, cakes, jams, tarts, sandwiches and more
that are so deliciously described by the Durrell family. From her recipe for 'Gerry's Favourite
Chicken Curry' to 'Dixie-Durrell Scones with Fig and Ginger Jam', and including the family stories
and photos that accompany them, this book will transport you to long lunches enjoyed on the terrace
of a strawberry-pink villa, sunshine-filled picnics among the Corfu olive groves and candlelit dinners
overlooking the Ionian Sea.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: My Family and Other Animals-TV TIE IN Edition Gerald Durrell,
2016-04-26 My Family and Other Animals is the bewitching account of a rare and magical childhood
on the island of Corfu by treasured British conservationist Gerald Durrell. This tv tie in edition
coincides with ITV's six part television series The Durrells. Escaping the ills of the British climate,
the Durrell family - acne-ridden Margo, gun-toting Leslie, bookworm Lawrence and budding
naturalist Gerry, along with their long-suffering mother and Roger the dog - take off for the island of
Corfu. But the Durrells find that, reluctantly, they must share their various villas with a menagerie of
local fauna - among them scorpions, geckos, toads, bats and butterflies. Recounted with immense
humour and charm My Family and Other Animals is a wonderful account of a rare, magical
childhood. 'Durrell has an uncanny knack of discovering human as well as animal eccentricities'
Sunday Telegraph 'A bewitching book' Sunday Times
  durrell the corfu trilogy: The Picnic and Suchlike Pandemonium Gerald Durrell,
2016-12-20 Uproarious antics fill this genre-crossing collection of six stories from the beloved British
naturalist and author of the Corfu Trilogy. The eccentric Durrell family sets off on an ill-fated
excursion in The Picnic and embarks on a Greek cruise in The Maiden Voyage. Next, things take a
turn for the diabolical when a solo Durrell runs into a former flame in The Public School
Education—and then finds trouble of a different sort in The Havoc of Havelock. Finally, the typically
jocular Durrell unexpectedly shifts to the macabre with the surprise cuisine of The Michelin Man and
the spine-tingling horror of The Entrance. With his knack for describing his often outlandish, always
entertaining adventures, Gerald Durrell serves up an engrossing blend of genres in this intriguing
collection of stories. Including both fiction and nonfiction, The Picnic and Suchlike Pandemonium
reveals the wide-ranging talents of the famed naturalist and memoirist. This ebook features an
illustrated biography of Gerald Durrell including rare photos from the author's estate.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: The Ark's Anniversary Gerald Durrell, 2017-02-21 The
conservationist whose work inspired Masterpiece production The Durrells in Corfu recounts the
early years of the Durrell Wildlife Park. At the age of six, Gerald Durrell confidently told his mother
he would one day have his own zoo. She told him it was a lovely idea and promptly forgot all about
it. But the young naturalist’s passion wasn’t about to fade away any time soon. Written for the
Durrell Wildlife Park’s twenty-fifth anniversary, The Ark’s Anniversary is the unconventional story of
how one man’s dream was transformed into the esteemed organization known today as the Durrell
Wildlife Conservation Trust, dedicated to saving endangered species from extinction. In the
beginning, everyone thought Durrell was crazy to place a zoo on the island of Jersey in the English
Channel. But that didn’t stop people from coming to see him and his menagerie of rare and exotic
animals, including celebrities like Richard Adams, Princess Grace, David Niven (who presided over
the wedding of two apes), and Princess Anne (who wrote the foreword to this book). The Ark’s
Anniversary is a delightful journey and a celebration of success for anyone who loves the natural
world. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Gerald Durrell including rare photos from the
author’s estate.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: Fillets of Plaice Gerald Durrell, 2016-12-20 The celebrated naturalist
and author of the Corfu Trilogy, shares more humorous reflections on a life spent among humans
and animals. In My Family and Other Animals and its sequels, Gerald Durrell writes of his family's
antics during their time on the Greek island of Corfu. In his later memoirs, he vividly describes his
expeditions to other, faraway places. In Fillets of Plaice, he compiles a quintet of hilarious stories



that touch on all of the above and more—from his unconventional childhood to his passion for animal
conservation as an adult. His adventures range from a rollicking birthday party to a London pet shop
to the exotic locale of deepest Africa. Throughout it all, Durrell entertains with his signature
charming, witty voice. A compendium of outrageous tales, Fillets of Plaice is perfect for longtime
fans of Durrell's work, and anyone looking for a heartwarming, riotous read. This ebook features an
illustrated biography of Gerald Durrell including rare photos from the author's estate.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: Islands of the Mind Richard Pine, 2020-02-05 730 million
people—almost 10% of the world’s population—inhabit islands. One quarter of the states
represented at the United Nations are islands. Islands constitute almost twenty percent of the total
land area of Greece, and exhibit more significant aspects of biodiversity than other global contexts.
They are both occasions of triumph and occurrences of catastrophe. Islands are both open and
enclosed communities, points of arrival and departure. Islands exert a fascination for the visitor and
generate, in the islander, both positive and negative mindsets. The romantic fallacies about
self-sufficiency and insularity of islands are constantly challenged. This collection of essays by
scholars from some of the world’s most compelling islands—Jersey, Ireland, Tasmania, Corfu,
Ereikousa, Prince Edward Island, Malta—explores the psychology of islands, islanders and their
visitors, the literatures they stimulate, and the scientific, ethical and biogeographical issues they
present in an increasingly globalised world. Corfu, the home of Lawrence and Gerald Durrell in the
1930s, and host to literary and scientific enquiry, is the place where this collection was conceived,
and occupies a central place in its discussions.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: Golden Bats and Pink Pigeons Gerald Durrell, 2017-02-21 Travel
to Mauritius on a quest to save endangered species with the British naturalist whose work inspired
Masterpiece production The Durrells in Corfu. The green and mountainous island of Mauritius in the
Indian Ocean was once the home of the ill-fated dodo. The island saw many other animals vanish
from its soil, and by the 1970s, numerous species were close to being eliminated. Enter Gerald
Durrell. Durrell sets out on a search for bats and pink pigeons, climbing near-vertical rock faces to
find Telfair’s skinks and Gunther’s geckos, and swimming about coral reefs with multicolored marine
life. But rounding up a collection to take back with him to his animal sanctuary in the English
Channel won’t be easy: There are many dangers awaiting him. Golden Bats and Pink Pigeons is a
delightful and inspiring adventure by the author of My Family and Other Animals, among other
much-loved memoirs. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Gerald Durrell including rare
photos from the author’s estate.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: The Aye-Aye and I Gerald Durrell, 2016-12-20 First-rate
entertainment: The author of the Corfu Trilogy recounts his expedition to Madagascar and search for
the elusive, endangered aye-aye ( Publishers Weekly). In 1990, Gerald Durrell; his wife, Lee; and a
television crew embarked on a rescue mission to one of the most interesting places in the world: the
island of Madagascar. It was there that they hoped to record and capture the endangered aye-aye,
the world's largest nocturnal primate. Recognizable by its big eyes and long fingers, the strange,
rare aye-aye was an animal of incredible fascination for Durrell, one he felt compelled to conserve as
its habitat was taken away by deforestation. In this passionate memoir, Durrell's funny, vibrant voice
shines as he describes the magical landscape of Madagascar, the exotic animals that inhabit it, and
the challenges of his expedition to preserve an important part of our ever-changing world. This
ebook features an illustrated biography of Gerald Durrell including rare photos from the author's
estate.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: Three Singles to Adventure Gerald Durrell, 2017-02-21 Journey to
South America on a search for endangered species with the author of My Family and Other Animals.
In 1950, Gerald Durrell set off for British Guiana (now Guyana) to collect native wildlife and bring it
back to his Jersey Wildlife Preservation Trust on the island of Jersey in the English Channel. On his
journey, Durrell experienced all kinds of adventures: some amusing, some thrilling, and some
extremely irritating. He traveled up the Essequibo River into the lush tropical forests and trekked
across a landscape teeming with life and color. He encountered the sakiwinki monkey and the sloth



with curiously green fur, heard the horrifying sounds of rampaging piranhas, and learned how to
lasso a galloping anteater. He even met an ill-tempered anaconda and an overly affectionate bird.
This remarkable memoir will take you into a wild place in another time, accompanied by the highly
entertaining naturalist whose writings inspired popular Masterpiece series The Durrells in Corfu.
This ebook features an illustrated biography of Gerald Durrell including rare photos from the
author’s estate.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: Encounters in Greek and Irish Literature Paschalis Nikolaou,
2020-03-20 Encounters in Greek and Irish Literature brings together literary experts in two
traditions and some contemporary novelists writing in them: this distinctive group includes Katy
Hayes, Mia Gallagher, Deirdre Madden, Paraic O’Donnell, Christos Chrissopoulos, Panos Karnezis,
Sophia Nikolaidou, and Ersi Sotiropoulos. Their work is presented in context, not only through
excerpts from published and unpublished fiction, but also through eight self-reflective essays that
enhance our understanding of these authors’ themes and modes. All these critical texts originate
from a unique gathering of scholars and creative talent held at the Ionian University, Corfu, in
October 2017, predominantly exploring Greek and Irish prose writing and the relationships between
them. This volume paints a more complete picture through added scenes from drama, poetry and
translation, and through considerations of the history and associations of two literatures at the
edges of Europe. Translation is integral to the dialogues fostered; the selected works by the Irish
and Greek writers can be read in both Greek and English, a manifestation of, and a further point in,
the reception of these authors beyond Greece and Ireland. The book opens with a comprehensive
introductory essay by Joanna Kruczkowska, and further insights into the creative mind and aspects
of publishing are provided through a roundtable with the authors recorded at the time of the festival.
This material further contributes to a remarkably structured look at the business of writing and the
workings of two literary systems.
  durrell the corfu trilogy: The Durrells Richard Bradford, 2025-06-05 A variously tragic tale of
escapism and assimilation, Richard Bradford's The Durrells explores the truth behind the image. The
Durrells are probably the most celebrated literary family of the 20th century. Gerald turned them
into celebrities with his tripartite memoir, beginning with My Family and Other Animals (1956)
which told of his experiences with his widowed mother Louisa and three siblings during their time in
1930s Corfu. We know of the Durrells from their own writings and from the image of them created
by TV, film and biographical accounts of specific figures. What we do not know is the truth. Using
previously unpublished material from the Jersey Archive, Richard Bradford unravels the lives of the
famous four children of the Corfu era – Larry, Gerry, Margo and Lesli – as they find themselves
geographically and emotionally divided amongst a backdrop of imperial decline and unrest. The
children of moneyed colonialists, they were already used to being treated with aghast fascination by
the island's locals, and by expatriate Britons as a disgrace to the homeland. Yet their story goes
beyond the Ionian Sea, and The Durrells delves into the complex social and political circumstances
in which the family lived, with seemingly constant threats of war and endangerment to both
themselves and their natural environment.
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