candace bushnell sex and the city book

candace bushnell sex and the city book has become a cultural phenomenon,
inspiring a beloved television series, movies, and a dedicated fan base
worldwide. As the original source material that sparked the iconic portrayal
of New York City single life, this book offers readers a behind-the-scenes
look at the lives, loves, and friendships of the women of Manhattan. In this
article, we explore the origins, themes, and impact of Candace Bushnell’s
seminal work, along with its adaptation into the famous TV series, and its
lasting influence on pop culture.

Introduction to Candace Bushnell’s "Sex and the
City"

Who is Candace Bushnell?

Candace Bushnell is an American author, journalist, and columnist known for
her sharp wit and keen observations on urban life. Before writing "Sex and
the City," she gained notoriety as a columnist for The New York Observer,
where she chronicled the lives of New York’s high society and single women.
Her writing style combined candid honesty with humor, capturing the essence
of modern womanhood in the city.

The Origin of the Book

"Sex and the City" was published in 1997 as a collection of Bushnell’s
columns and essays that originally appeared in her columns. These stories
vividly depicted the dating scene, social scene, and personal struggles of
women navigating Manhattan’s high-paced lifestyle. The book’s candid
portrayal of sexuality, relationships, and independence resonated with many,
leading to its widespread popularity.

The Themes and Content of the Book

Exploration of Modern Womanhood

At its core, "Sex and the City" explores the complexities of being a single
woman in New York City during the 1990s. Bushnell’s stories highlight themes
of independence, career ambition, sexual freedom, and the quest for love. The
characters often grapple with societal expectations versus personal desires,
making their stories both relatable and provocative.



Character Breakdown

The book primarily follows four women, each with distinct personalities and
life philosophies:

e Sarah Jessica Parker’s Carrie Bradshaw — The quintessential writer and
romantic, often reflecting on love and dating.

e Miranda Hobbes — The pragmatic lawyer balancing her career and personal
life.

e Charlotte York — The idealistic romantic seeking true love and
traditional values.

e Samantha Jones — The confident, sexually liberated public relations
executive.

These characters serve as archetypes of different approaches to life and
relationships, representing a broad spectrum of female experiences.

Insights into Relationships and Sex

Bushnell’s candid writing delves into the realities of modern sexuality,
emphasizing women’s autonomy over their bodies and choices. She discusses the
importance of communication, independence, and self-awareness, challenging
traditional notions of romance and fidelity.

The Transition from Book to Screen

The Birth of the TV Series

In 1998, HBO adapted Bushnell’s "Sex and the City" into a television series,
which ran for six seasons until 2004. The show was created by Darren Star and
became a cultural landmark, renowned for its frank dialogue and stylish
portrayal of urban life.

Differences Between the Book and the Series

While the TV series drew heavily from the book’s characters and themes, it
expanded on the stories, added new plotlines, and developed the characters
further. Some key differences include:

e The TV series introduced various story arcs that were not present in the
book.



e It portrayed more detailed relationships and conflicts, making the
characters more multidimensional.

e Some characters and storylines were fictionalized or altered for
television storytelling.

Impact of the TV Series

The show popularized the term "Sex and the City" and made the characters
household names. It influenced fashion, language, and attitudes towards
women's independence, and sparked conversations about sexuality and urban
living.

Legacy and Cultural Significance

Literary Impact

Candace Bushnell’s book challenged traditional narratives about women’s
roles, promoting a narrative of empowerment and self-discovery. It opened the
door for more honest discussions about female sexuality and autonomy in
mainstream media.

Influence on Fashion and Lifestyle

The characters’ stylish wardrobes and city-chic aesthetics set trends that
continue to influence fashion. The show’s depiction of single women’s social
lives, careers, and dating rituals also shaped modern perceptions of urban
womanhood.

Criticism and Controversies

Despite its popularity, the book and show faced criticism for perpetuating
stereotypes or glamorizing materialism and superficiality. Some argued that
it presented an idealized version of New York City and single life that
wasn’t universally attainable.

Relevance Today



Modern Reinterpretations

Several years after the original series ended, "Sex and the City" was
rebooted with the HBO Max series "And Just Like That.." which revisits the
characters and themes in a contemporary context, reflecting ongoing
conversations about gender, sexuality, and friendship.

Continued Cultural Impact

The book remains a foundational text for understanding the portrayal of women
in urban settings. Its themes continue to resonate with new generations
navigating love, career, and independence.

Conclusion

Candace Bushnell’s "Sex and the City" book is more than just a collection of
essays; it’s a groundbreaking commentary on modern womanhood, sexuality, and
urban life. Its influence extends beyond literature into popular culture,
fashion, and societal perceptions. Whether as a standalone book or through
its iconic television adaptation, "Sex and the City" remains a defining
exploration of contemporary female experiences in the city that never sleeps.
Its legacy endures as a testament to women’s empowerment, independence, and
the pursuit of happiness amidst the hustle and bustle of New York City.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the relationship between Candace Bushnell's
book and the 'Sex and the City' TV series?

Candace Bushnell's book 'Sex and the City' served as the primary source
material for the TV series, inspiring its characters and themes, although the
show expanded beyond the book's original stories.

How does Candace Bushnell's 'Sex and the City' book
differ from the TV series adaptation?

While the book is a collection of real-life columns and stories reflecting
Bushnell's observations on single women in New York, the TV series dramatizes
and fictionalizes these stories to create a cohesive narrative with recurring
characters.

Is Candace Bushnell's 'Sex and the City' book a
novel or a collection of essays?

The book is a collection of essays and columns based on Bushnell's



experiences and observations, rather than a traditional novel.

What themes are explored in Candace Bushnell's 'Sex
and the City' book?

The book explores themes such as love, relationships, sexuality, friendship,
and the challenges faced by single women in urban life.

Has Candace Bushnell written other books related to
'Sex and the City'?

Yes, Candace Bushnell has authored several related books, including 'Lipstick
Jungle', 'The Carrie Diaries', and 'Sex and the City: The Novel', expanding
on themes of women’s independence and urban life.

Why is Candace Bushnell's 'Sex and the City' book
considered a significant work in contemporary
women's literature?

Because it candidly portrays the complexities of modern urban women’s lives,
relationships, and sexuality, influencing popular culture and sparking
discussions about women's independence and social norms.

Additional Resources

Candace Bushnell Sex and the City Book: An In-Depth Exploration of Its
Impact, Themes, and Cultural Significance

The phrase Candace Bushnell Sex and the City book conjures a multifaceted
cultural phenomenon that has left an indelible mark on modern literature,
television, and perceptions of urban femininity. While many are familiar with
the popular television series and subsequent film adaptations, the origins of
this cultural juggernaut trace back to Candace Bushnell’s groundbreaking 1996
collection of essays, Sex and the City, which was originally published as a
book. This investigative article delves into the origins of Bushnell’'s work,
its thematic core, its influence on popular culture, and the enduring legacy
it has carved out in the landscape of contemporary storytelling.

Origins and Context of Candace Bushnell'’s Sex
and the City



From Newspaper Columns to Book Publication

Candace Bushnell, a seasoned journalist and columnist, initially gained
notoriety through her columns in The New York Observer. Her witty, candid
explorations of single life in Manhattan resonated with a wide audience,
capturing the complexities, contradictions, and often comedic realities of
urban dating. These columns, characterized by sharp observations and candid
anecdotes, were eventually compiled into the 1996 book Sex and the City.

Bushnell's Sex and the City served as a semi-autobiographical reflection of
her experiences and those of her friends, offering a voyeuristic glimpse into
the lives of single women navigating love, career, and self-discovery in New
York City. The book’s candid tone and focus on female independence
distinguished it from traditional narratives about women and romance
prevalent at the time.

The Cultural Milieu of the 1990s

The 1990s was a pivotal decade for discussions of gender roles, sexuality,
and urban lifestyles. The rise of the "girl power" movement, the increasing
visibility of single women in professional environments, and a shifting
attitude towards sexuality created fertile ground for Bushnell’s work. Her
portrayal of women who refused to conform to traditional expectations
challenged societal norms and offered a fresh perspective on female agency.

Moreover, the decade saw the proliferation of media that celebrated
individualism and urban chic, from fashion to music to television. Bushnell'’s
book fit seamlessly within this cultural landscape, offering a narrative that
was both relatable and aspirational for many young women.

Thematic Analysis of Sex and the City

Exploration of Female Independence

At its core, Bushnell’'s Sex and the City celebrates the independence of women
in a rapidly changing society. The characters—mainly Carrie Bradshaw,
Charlotte York, Miranda Hobbes, and Samantha Jones—embody different facets of
femininity, emphasizing that women can seek fulfillment through careers,
friendships, and romantic pursuits without sacrificing their autonomy.

Key themes include:



- Self-discovery and empowerment: The characters often grapple with identity,
asserting their desires and boundaries.

- Friendship as a cornerstone: The narrative underscores the importance of
female camaraderie in navigating life's challenges.

- Sexual liberation: The book and subsequent adaptations normalize female
sexuality as a source of pleasure and self-expression.

Complexities of Urban Love and Dating

Bushnell’s work offers a candid portrayal of the modern dating scene,
characterized by a mix of hope, disappointment, and humor. The stories
explore:

- The fleeting nature of romantic encounters.
- The impact of societal expectations on women’s choices.
- The quest for meaningful connection amid superficial encounters.

The book’s frank discussions about sex, relationships, and emotional
vulnerability marked a departure from more conservative portrayals,
challenging taboos and encouraging open conversations.

Critique of Consumerism and Materialism

Another recurring motif is the emphasis on fashion, luxury, and consumer
culture. The characters’ obsession with designer labels and lavish lifestyles
reflect both aspirational desires and societal pressures. Bushnell explores
how materialism intersects with personal identity and self-worth, often
highlighting the contradictions faced by women striving for authenticity amid
commercial influences.

Impact and Reception of the Book

Initial Reception and Critical Response

When Sex and the City was published, it elicited a mixed but predominantly
positive response. Critics praised Bushnell’s sharp wit, honesty, and ability
to capture the zeitgeist of urban womanhood. Some critics, however,
questioned whether the portrayal of single women was overly indulgent or
superficial.

Despite this, the book resonated with a broad readership, especially women



who saw their own experiences reflected in Bushnell’s narratives. Its
candidness and humor fostered a sense of community among readers, who
appreciated the normalization of women’s sexual agency and independence.

Influence on Popular Culture

The book’s cultural influence skyrocketed when it was adapted into the HBO
television series Sex and the City in 1998. While the series expanded upon
themes from the book, it also infused them with new depth, humor, and visual
style, elevating the story to global prominence.

The series and subsequent films cemented the characters and themes in popular
consciousness, but the original book remains the foundational text. It
provided an authentic, unvarnished perspective that inspired countless women
and writers.

Comparison of Book and Media Adaptations

Differences in Tone and Content

While Bushnell’s Sex and the City book is a collection of essays and personal
reflections, the television series and films dramatize and fictionalize these
stories, adding depth to character arcs and introducing new plotlines.
Notable differences include:

- The book’s focus on Bushnell’s personal experiences and observations.
- The series’ development of fictional characters with distinct
personalities.

- The adaptation’s emphasis on humor, fashion, and entertainment, often
diverging from the more introspective tone of the original essays.

Legacy of the Book in the Context of the Series

Despite differences, the book remains the blueprint for the series’ core
themes. It laid the groundwork for exploring modern femininity in an urban
setting, influencing subsequent portrayals of single women in media.



The Enduring Legacy of Candace Bushnell’s Sex
and the City

Impact on Feminist Discourse

Bushnell’s work challenged traditional narratives about women and romance,

emphasizing independence, self-care, and sexual agency. It contributed to a
broader cultural shift that embraced diverse expressions of femininity and

rejected stigmas surrounding female sexuality.

Influence on Literature and Media

The success of the Sex and the City book and its adaptations inspired a wave
of similar stories that focus on contemporary women’'s lives, such as Girls,
Insecure, and Big Little Lies. It also opened doors for women writers to
explore urban, feminist themes with humor and honesty.

Criticism and Controversy

While celebrated, Bushnell’s portrayal of single women and materialism has
faced critique for perpetuating stereotypes or superficial values. Some argue
that the focus on fashion and nightlife oversimplifies complex issues faced
by women.

Yet, these critiques have not diminished the book’s influence but rather
enriched ongoing conversations about gender, sexuality, and societal
expectations.

Conclusion

The Candace Bushnell Sex and the City book stands as a seminal work that
captured a pivotal moment in cultural history. Its candid, humorous, and
unflinching portrayal of urban single women challenged societal norms and
celebrated independence and sexuality. The book not only launched a media
empire but also contributed significantly to feminist discourse, highlighting
the multifaceted nature of modern femininity.

Through its exploration of love, friendship, materialism, and self-discovery,
Bushnell’s Sex and the City remains a vital touchstone in understanding



contemporary urban life and women’s evolving roles within it. Its influence
endures, inspiring new generations of writers, filmmakers, and audiences to
question, celebrate, and redefine what it means to live authentically as a
woman in the city.

Candace Bushnell Sex And The City Book

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Sex and the City Candace Bushnell, 2011-05-11 Dive
into the mating habits of privileged New Yorkers in this hilarious collection of Bushnell’s newspaper
columns that inspired the hit HBO series. Sex and the City is a fantastic and sometimes terrifying
foray into the hearts, minds, and mating habits of modern-day New Yorkers. Traveling in packs from
lavish parties to high-end clubs, Bushnell’s vividly candid characters live out the never-ending
search for the perfect relationship. Bushnell’s firsthand commentary on the behavior of the rich and
famous is by turns witty and shocking, and always boldly true. In these pages you will meet “Carrie,”
the young writer looking for love in all the wrong places; “Samantha Jones,” the successful
proto-cougar who approaches sex just like a man; and “Mr. Big,” the captain of industry who jumps
from one bed to the next. Equal parts soap opera, gossip page, sociological study, and dating
manual, Sex and the City, Candace Bushnell’s former New York Observer column, has attracted a
cult following and been adapted into two major motion pictures and one of the most popular TV
series of our time. This is the groundbreaking work that both decoded and shaped a culture and a
generation. Praise for Sex and the City “An Armistead Maupin-like canvas tinged with a liberal
smattering of Judith Krantz.” —Publishers Weekly “Fascinating . . . . Hilarious . . . . Welcome to the
cruel planet that is Manhattan.” —The Los Angeles Times “Bushnell is a deft writer, possessing a sly
sense of humor and sharp insight into human behavior.” —People

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Sex and the City Candace Bushnell, Sarah Jessica
Parker, Kim Cattrall, Michael Patrick King, Darren Star, Kristin Davis, Cynthia Nixon, Home Box
Office (Firm), 2001

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Is There Still Sex in the City? Candace Bushnell,
2019-08-06 Six female friends endure the highs and lows of sex & dating after fifty in this novel by
the New York Times-bestselling author of Sex and the City. Set between the Upper East Side of
Manhattan and a country enclave known as The Village, Is There Still Sex in the City? follows a
cohort of female friends—Sassy, Kitty, Queenie, Tilda Tia, Marilyn, and Candace—as they navigate
the ever-modernizing phenomena of midlife dating and relationships. There’s “Cubbing,” in which a
sensible older woman suddenly becomes the love interest of a much younger man, the “Mona Lisa”
Treatment—a vaginal restorative surgery often recommended to middle aged women, and what it’s
really like to go on Tinder dates as a fifty-something divorcee. From the high highs (My New
Boyfriend or MNBs) to the low lows (Middle Age Madness, or MAM cycles), Bushnell illustrates with
humor and acuity today’s relationship landscape and the types that roam it. Drawing from her own
experience, in Is There Still Sex in the City? Bushnell spins a smart, lively satirical story of love and
life from all angles—marriage and children, divorce and bereavement, as well as the very real
pressures on women to maintain their youth and have it all. This is an indispensable companion to
one of the most revolutionary dating books of the twentieth century from one of our most important
social commentators. Praise for Is There Still Sex in the City? A Best Book of the Summer at Us
Weekly, Elle, Entertainment Weekly, Newsday, andPopSugar “Bushnell’s voice is as knowing and
sharp as ever.” —Jancee Dun, Washington Post “A collection of commentaries and recounted hijinks
(and lojinks) . . . Sometimes funny, sometimes silly, sometimes quite sad—i.e., an accurate portrait of


https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-022/candace-bushnell-sex-and-the-city-book.pdf

life in one’s 50s.” —Kirkus Reviews “The effervescent Bushnell still has the ability to make readers
laugh with her casually dry one-liners.” —Bookpage “Candace keeps her wits and her wit about her .
. . Bushnell is still plenty edgy, funny, and entertaining.” —Booklist

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Summer and the City (The Carrie Diaries, Book 2)
Candace Bushnell, 2013-04-25 Meet teenage Carrie Bradshaw as she hits the bright lights, big city
of New York for the very first time! Find out how Carrie transforms from country girl to super-cool
fashionista in the second explosive CARRIE DIARIES novel from the globally bestselling author of
SEX AND THE CITY.

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Is There Still Sex in the City? Candace Bushnell,
2020-05-07 'Funny and honest dispatches from the world of modern dating' Vogue 'Bushnell's voice
is as knowing and sharp as ever' Washington Post 'Bittersweet, amusing and well observed' Viv
Groskop, Guardian 'Fuelled by chilled rosé, Sex and the City scribe Candace Bushnell is masterfully
decoding a new era of single life' USA Today Candace Bushnell gets personal in her new memoir - an
investigation into what happens when a woman of a certain age (okay, let's call it 'middle') finds
herself not-so-young, free and single in the city. MILFs, cougars, love, sex, divorce - Candace's
brilliantly funny and honest first-person account lays bare the truth behind middle-aged romance.
This is a pull-no-punches social commentary and an indispensable companion to one of the most
revolutionary dating books of the twentieth century.

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Summer and the City Tie-in Edition Candace
Bushnell, 2013-04-23 This sequel to The Carrie Diaries brings surprising revelations as Carrie learns
to navigate her way around the Big Apple, going from being a country sparrow to the person she
always wanted to be. With her signature wit and sparkling humor, Candace Bushnell reveals the
irresistible story of how Carrie met Samantha and Miranda, and what turned a small-town girl into
one of New York City's most unforgettable icons, Carrie Bradshaw. Summer is a magical time in
New York City, and Carrie is in love with all of it—the crazy characters in her neighborhood, the
vintage-clothing boutiques, the wild parties, and the glamorous man who has swept her off her feet.
Best of all, she's finally in a real writing class, taking her first steps toward fulfilling her dream. But
as it becomes increasingly difficult to reconcile her past with her future, Carrie realizes that making
it in New York is much more complicated than she ever imagined. Anyone with a dream, or anyone
who has wanted to create a fabulous new life, will want to follow Carrie’s adventures in glam, gritty
New York City. AnnaSophia Robb starred as sixteen-year-old Carrie in the TV adaptation of the
Carrie Diaries series.

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Candace Bushnell Novel Candace Bushnell,
2009-10-01

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Summer and the City Candace Bushnell, 2011-04-26
This sequel to The Carrie Diaries brings surprising revelations as Carrie learns to navigate her way
around the Big Apple, going from being a country sparrow to the person she always wanted to be.
With her signature wit and sparkling humor, Candace Bushnell reveals the irresistible story of how
Carrie met Samantha and Miranda, and what turned a small-town girl into one of New York City's
most unforgettable icons, Carrie Bradshaw. Summer is a magical time in New York City, and Carrie
is in love with all of it—the crazy characters in her neighborhood, the vintage-clothing boutiques, the
wild parties, and the glamorous man who has swept her off her feet. Best of all, she's finally in a real
writing class, taking her first steps toward fulfilling her dream. But as it becomes increasingly
difficult to reconcile her past with her future, Carrie realizes that making it in New York is much
more complicated than she ever imagined.

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Four Blondes Candace Bushnell, 2007-12-01 The
New York Times bestseller that “chronicles the glittering lives of semicelebrities, social aspirants,
and moneyed folk [with] withering precision” (The New York Times). From the author of Sex and the
City, this collection of novellas tells the stories of four women facing up to the limitations of their
rapidly approaching middle age in an era that worships youth. From the former it-girl heroine of
“Nice N’Easy,” who each summer looks for a rich man who’ll provide her with a house in the



Hamptons, to the narrator of “Single Process,” who goes to London on a hunt for love and a good
magazine story, Candace Bushnell brings to life contemporary women in search of something
more—when the world is pushing for them to settle for less. Sexy, funny, and “mercilessly satirical”
(Publishers Weekly), Four Blondes is a knowing look at what lurks beneath our obsessions with sex,
celebrity, and social status. “Stiletto-sharp wit and dialogue...A compulsive read.”—OK Magazine

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Summer and the City TV Tie-in Edition Candace
Bushnell, 2013-04-23 This sequel to The Carrie Diaries brings surprising revelations as Carrie learns
to navigate her way around the Big Apple, going from being a country sparrow to the person she
always wanted to be. With her signature wit and sparkling humor, Candace Bushnell reveals the
irresistible story of how Carrie met Samantha and Miranda, and what turned a small-town girl into
one of New York City's most unforgettable icons, Carrie Bradshaw. Summer is a magical time in
New York City, and Carrie is in love with all of it—the crazy characters in her neighborhood, the
vintage-clothing boutiques, the wild parties, and the glamorous man who has swept her off her feet.
Best of all, she's finally in a real writing class, taking her first steps toward fulfilling her dream. But
as it becomes increasingly difficult to reconcile her past with her future, Carrie realizes that making
it in New York is much more complicated than she ever imagined. Anyone with a dream, or anyone
who has wanted to create a fabulous new life, will want to follow Carrie’s adventures in glam, gritty
New York City. AnnaSophia Robb starred as sixteen-year-old Carrie in the TV adaptation of the
Carrie Diaries series.

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Lipstick Jungle Candace Bushnell, 2024-09-24 At
once sharp and sweet this novel from the bestselling author of Sex and the City features three
ambitious women who will do anything to stay in power ( New York Magazine ). Victory Ford is the
darling of the fashion world. Single, attractive, and iconoclastic, she has worked for years to create
her own signature line. As Victory struggles to keep her company afloat, she learns crucial lessons
about what she really wants in a relationship. Nico O'Neilly is the glamorous, brilliant editor of
Bonfire Magazine—the pop-culture bible for fashion, show business, and politics. Considered one of
the most powerful women in publishing, she seems to have it all. But in a mid-life crisis, she
suddenly realizes this isn't enough. Wendy Healy's chutzpah has propelled her to the very top of the
cut-throat movie industry. When it becomes clear that a competitor is trying to oust her, something
has to give—and Wendy must decide between her career and her marriage. In Lipstick Jungle,
Bushnell once again delivers an addictive page-turner of sex and scandal that will keep readers
enthralled and guessing to the very last page. Her characters want the sweet, creamy sensation of
power, and it's Bushnell's account of how they got it, and how they keep it, that will really keep
readers turning pages. — Publishers Weekly Scintillating. — Booklist Classic Bushnell. — New York
Observer

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Sex and the city Candace Bushnell, 2006

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Summer and the city Candace Bushnell, 2011

candace bushnell sex and the city book: One Fifth Avenue Candace Bushnell, 2008-05
Bushnell turns a gimlet eye on the social and sexual politics of New York's elite, with the intertwined
stories of five women at one swanky Manhattan address.

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Is there still Sex in the City? Candace Bushnell,
2020-07-21 Vor mehr als zwanzig Jahren beschrieb Candace Bushnell in »Sex and the City« die
seltsamen Paarungsrituale der New Yorker. Damit veranderte sie die Popkultur und das Dating. Nun
liefert sie mit ihrem neuen autobiografischen Buch einen ungeschonten Blick auf die Hohepunkte
und Abgrunde des Datings jenseits der 50. Candace’ psychologisch genaue Beobachtungen sind mal
komisch, dann wieder berithrend, etwa wenn sie den »Irrsinn der Lebensmitte« beschreibt, die
Isolation nach der Scheidung oder den Schmerz der Erkenntnis, dass selbst die Schonsten unter uns
irgendwann unsichtbar werden. Die Krisen werden mit einem kiihlen Glas Rosé in der Hand und
guten Freundinnen in der Bar oder am Telefon durchgestanden. So zeichnet Candace Bushnell ein
humorvolles und ehrliches Bild von der heutigen Beziehungslandschaft und den Spezies, die sie
bevolkern.




candace bushnell sex and the city book: 4 Blondes Candace Bushnell, 2002-07-30 Blonde
Ambition Candace Bushnell created a sensation with her first book, Sex and the City, spawning an
HBO series that has become a phenomenon. With her sharp insight and uncensored observations of
the mating rituals of the Manhattan elite, Bushnell has become a celebrity in her own right—on
television, on the newsstands, and in bookstores across the globe. In a new collection of stories, 4
Blondes, the romantic intrigues, betrayals, victories, and insecurities of four modern women are told
with Bushnell's keen wit and sardonic eye. A beautiful B-list model in Nice N'Easy attaches herself
yearly to the man with the largest summer house in the Hamptons, but she soon realizes that
snagging a rich man and living in a fancy beach house won't necessarily bring her happiness. In
Highlights (for Adults), a high-powered magazine columnist doesn't feel that she needs a man; an
examination of her deteriorating marriage shows that her literary journalist husband could never
live up to her sexual or emotional expectations. Too many expectations overwhelm Princess Cecilia
in Platinum; her marriage to the world's most eligible bachelor leads to a descent into paranoia that
she chronicles in her journal. And in Single Process, an aging It girl worries that she is getting too
old to meet a local eligible bachelor, so she travels to London in search of a husband, where she
makes pithy observations about the differences between British and American men. Once again,
Bushnell returns to the land of the pretty and the powerful, breaking down bedroom doors with her
wry humor and frank portrayals of love and lust among the It people.

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Rules for Being a Girl Candace Bushnell, Katie
Cotugno, 2020-04-16 From Katie Cotugno and author of Sex and the City Candace Bushnell comes
this fierce and feisty exploration of feminism: standing up, speaking out and rewriting the rules.
Don’t be easy. Don’t give it up. Don’t be a prude. Don’t be cold. Don’t put him in the friendzone.
Don'’t act desperate. Don’t let things go too far. Don’t give him the wrong idea. Don’t blame him for
trying. Don’t walk alone at night. But calm down! Don’t worry so much. Smile! Marin is a smart,
driven, popular girl - she's headed for Brown when she graduates and has a brilliant career as a
journalist ahead of her. Especially in the eyes of English teacher Mr Beckett. He spends a lot of time
around Marin, and she thinks it's harmless . . . until he kisses her. No one believes Marin when she
tells them what happened, so she does the only thing she can: she writes an article called 'Rules for
Being a Girl' for the school paper to point out the misogyny and sexism that girls face every day. As
things heat up at school and in her personal life, Marin must figure out how to take back the power
and rewrite her own rules.

candace bushnell sex and the city book: Sex and the City and Us Jennifer Keishin
Armstrong, 2018-06-05 The bestselling author of Seinfeldia offers a fascinating retrospective of the
iconic and award-winning television series, Sex and the City, in a “bubbly, yet fierce cultural
dissection of the groundbreaking show” (Chicago Tribune). This is the story of how a columnist, two
gay men, and a writers’ room full of women used their own poignant, hilarious, and humiliating
stories to launch a cultural phenomenon. They endured shock, slut-shaming, and a slew of nasty
reviews on their way to eventual—if still often begrudging—respect. The show wasn’t perfect, but it
revolutionized television for women. When Candace Bushnell began writing for the New York
Observer, she didn’t think anyone beyond the Upper East Side would care about her adventures
among the Hamptons-hopping media elite. But her struggles with singlehood struck a chord. Beverly
Hills, 90210 creator Darren Star brought her vision to an even wider audience when he adapted the
column for HBO. Carrie, Miranda, Charlotte, and Samantha launched a barrage of trends, forever
branded the actresses that took on the roles, redefined women'’s relationship to sex and elevated the
perception of singlehood. Featuring exclusive new interviews with the cast and writers, including
star Sarah Jessica Parker, creator Darren Star, executive producer Michael Patrick King, and author
Candace Bushnell, “Jennifer Keishin Armstrong brings readers inside the writers’ room and into the
scribes’ lives...The writing is fizzy and funny, but she still manages an in-depth look at a show that’s
been analyzed for decades, giving readers a retrospective as enjoyable as a $20 pink cocktail” (The
Washington Post). Sex and the City and Us is both a critical and nostalgic behind-the-scenes look at
a television series that changed the way women see themselves.
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