
books written by charles bukowski
Books written by Charles Bukowski have left an indelible mark on the world of
modern literature, particularly within the realms of gritty realism, raw
emotion, and unflinching honesty. As a prolific author, Bukowski’s works
often explore themes of loneliness, addiction, love, and the struggles of the
working class, all conveyed through his distinctive voice and candid
perspective. His books continue to resonate with readers who appreciate
unvarnished storytelling and the reflection of life's more raw and unfiltered
moments. This article delves into Bukowski’s most significant publications,
exploring his literary style, notable works, and the impact he has had on
contemporary writing.

Introduction to Charles Bukowski’s Literary
Style
Charles Bukowski’s writing style is characterized by its straightforward
language, colloquial tone, and autobiographical elements. He often drew from
his own experiences, depicting characters and situations rooted in his life
as an outsider struggling with poverty, alcoholism, and relationships. His
work is frequently categorized as dirty realism and confessional literature,
giving readers an unvarnished look at the underbelly of American life.

Bukowski’s poetry and prose are known for their rhythmic flow, punchy
sentences, and candid honesty. Unlike traditional literary figures, Bukowski
rejected societal conventions and embraced a rebellious attitude, which is
reflected both in his themes and his voice. His ability to blend humor with
despair, and tenderness with brutality, makes his work compelling and deeply
human.

Major Books Written by Charles Bukowski
Throughout his career, Bukowski published numerous novels, poetry
collections, and short story anthologies. Some of his works have achieved
cult status, influencing countless writers and artists.

Novels and Major Prose Works
Bukowski’s novels often narrate semi-autobiographical stories centered around
his alter ego, Henry Chinaski. These books offer insights into his worldview
and his depiction of American life.

Post Office (1971) – One of Bukowski’s most famous novels, it tells the
story of Henry Chinaski working at a dysfunctional postal service. The
book explores themes of alienation, monotony, and the brutality of



mundane work.

Factotum (1975) – This novel follows Chinaski’s various jobs across
different blue-collar settings, emphasizing the struggle to find purpose
and stability in a transient, often grim, existence.

Women (1978) – Focusing on Bukowski’s tumultuous romantic relationships,
this book offers a raw and explicit portrayal of love, lust, and
emotional vulnerability.

Ham on Rye (1982) – A semi-autobiographical coming-of-age story, it
delves into Bukowski’s childhood, highlighting themes of bullying,
poverty, and the search for identity.

Hollywood (1989) – A satirical look at Bukowski’s brief stint working in
Hollywood, this novel blends humor with critique of the film industry
and celebrity culture.

Poetry Collections
Bukowski’s poetry is perhaps his most enduring legacy, capturing fleeting
thoughts, emotions, and observations with brevity and punch.

Love Is a Dog from Hell (1977) – A collection that explores love,
desire, and the darker sides of human relationships with raw intensity.

The Last Night of the Earth Poems (1992) – Published posthumously, this
collection features some of Bukowski’s final works, reflecting on
mortality, aging, and reflection.

Poems Written Before Jumping Out of an 8-Story Window (1991) – As the
title suggests, these poems delve into despair, mortality, and
existential dread with stark honesty.

Notes of a Dirty Old Man (1969) – A compilation of Bukowski’s columns
and poetry, showcasing his gritty take on everyday life and societal
hypocrisy.

Short Story Collections
Bukowski’s short stories often mirror his novels’ themes, depicting
characters on the fringes of society.

Hot Water Music (1983) – A collection of semi-autobiographical stories



infused with humor, despair, and raw honesty.

South of No North (1978) – Stories set in Los Angeles, exploring themes
of loneliness and existential struggle.

The Influence and Legacy of Bukowski’s Works
Bukowski’s books have had a profound influence on contemporary literature,
especially within the genres of beat poetry, punk, and countercultural
movements. His candid approach to taboo subjects challenged societal norms
and opened doors for many writers to explore personal and uncomfortable
topics.

Impact on Literature and Culture
Bukowski’s unfiltered voice inspired a generation of writers to embrace their
authentic selves and write without fear of judgment. His works have been
praised for their honesty and depiction of the underrepresented.

Adaptations and Cultural References
Several of Bukowski’s works have been adapted into films, most notably Barfly
(1987), starring Mickey Rourke and Faye Dunaway, which captures the spirit of
his poetry and prose. His influence extends beyond literature into music,
visual arts, and pop culture.

Why Read Books by Charles Bukowski?
Readers are drawn to Bukowski’s books for various reasons:

Authenticity: His unvarnished depiction of life's hardships resonates
deeply.

Relatability: Many find comfort in his portrayal of loneliness,
addiction, and the pursuit of meaning.

Unique Voice: His poetic yet colloquial style makes his work accessible
and impactful.

Countercultural Spirit: Bukowski’s rebellious attitude encourages
readers to challenge societal norms.



Conclusion
Books written by Charles Bukowski offer a candid window into the raw edges of
human experience. Whether through his gritty novels, evocative poetry, or
captivating short stories, Bukowski’s work continues to inspire and provoke
thought. His willingness to confront uncomfortable truths with humor and
honesty has cemented his place as one of the most influential and enduring
voices in American literature. For those seeking unfiltered stories that
speak to the complexities of life, Bukowski’s books remain a vital and
compelling choice.

Further Reading and Recommendations
If you’re new to Bukowski or wish to explore his work further, consider
starting with some of his most acclaimed titles:

Post Office1.

Factotum2.

Women3.

Ham on Rye4.

Love Is a Dog from Hell5.

These works showcase the breadth of his talent and provide a comprehensive
introduction to his unique literary universe.

---

Note: Always check for the latest editions and collections of Bukowski’s work
to enjoy his writings in the best available formats.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most famous books written by
Charles Bukowski?
Some of Charles Bukowski's most famous books include 'Post Office,' 'Women,'
'Ham on Rye,' 'Factotum,' and 'Hollywood.'

Which of Charles Bukowski's books is considered his



autobiography?
'Ham on Rye' is widely regarded as Bukowski's semi-autobiographical novel,
depicting his childhood and adolescence.

Are Charles Bukowski's books primarily poetry or
prose?
Bukowski's work includes both poetry and prose, with many of his books being
novels or short story collections, often reflecting his raw, gritty style.

What themes are commonly explored in Charles
Bukowski's books?
His books often explore themes like alcoholism, loneliness, poverty,
relationships, and the struggles of working-class life.

Is 'Factotum' by Charles Bukowski based on his own
experiences?
Yes, 'Factotum' is a semi-autobiographical novel that draws heavily from
Bukowski's own life as a struggling writer and his various menial jobs.

Has Charles Bukowski written any poetry collections
that are widely acclaimed?
Yes, collections like 'Love is a Dog from Hell' and 'The Last Night of the
Earth Poems' are highly acclaimed and showcase his raw poetic voice.

What is the significance of 'Women' among Bukowski's
works?
'Women' is a semi-autobiographical novel that explores Bukowski's tumultuous
relationships and his perspective on love and sexuality.

Are Charles Bukowski's books still popular today?
Yes, Bukowski's works remain influential and popular among readers who
appreciate gritty realism, counterculture themes, and unfiltered honesty.

Has Charles Bukowski's work been adapted into films
or plays?
Yes, several of his works, including 'Factotum' and 'Barfly,' have been
adapted into films, highlighting his impact on popular culture.



Where can I find collections of Charles Bukowski's
writings?
His writings are available in numerous collections, including 'The Charles
Bukowski Omnibus,' 'The Most Beautiful Books of Charles Bukowski,' and
various anthologies of his poetry and stories.

Additional Resources
Books written by Charles Bukowski have cemented his reputation as one of the
most distinctive and influential voices in American literature. Known for his
raw, unfiltered depiction of life on the margins, Bukowski’s work offers
readers an unvarnished look into the gritty realities of urban existence,
alcoholism, love, failure, and the pursuit of meaning amid chaos. His writing
style—marked by bluntness, humor, and a poetic sensibility—resonates deeply
with those seeking authenticity and raw emotion. Over the decades, Bukowski's
prolific output has spawned a vast array of novels, poetry collections, and
short stories, each contributing to his legacy as a countercultural icon.

---

Overview of Charles Bukowski’s Literary Style
and Themes

Bukowski’s work is characterized by its candid, often brutally honest
portrayal of life. His style combines elements of confessional poetry, noir
fiction, and autobiographical storytelling, creating a voice that is both
visceral and poetic. His themes frequently revolve around:

- The struggles of the working class
- Alcoholism and addiction
- Romantic relationships and loneliness
- The search for identity and meaning
- Rebellion against societal norms

Most of his stories are semi-autobiographical, drawing heavily from his own
experiences, which lends authenticity and immediacy to his work. His language
is colloquial, often vulgar, but always purposeful, serving to strip away
pretenses and reveal raw human emotion.

---



Major Works by Charles Bukowski

Bukowski’s bibliography can be broadly divided into poetry, novels, and short
story collections. Each category showcases different facets of his literary
talent.

Poetry Collections

Bukowski published numerous poetry books, which remain some of his most
celebrated works.

Notable Poetry Collections:

- Poems and Drawings (1960)
- The Last Night of the Earth Poems (1968)
- Love is a Dog from Hell (1977)
- The Night Torn Mad With Rain (1986)
- The People Look Like Flowers (1985)

Features:

- Raw emotional expression
- Accessibility for new readers
- Intimate glimpses into his life and psyche

Pros:

- Powerful and evocative language
- Concise yet impactful
- Offers a quick immersion into Bukowski’s worldview

Cons:

- Some find his poetry too colloquial or repetitive
- Lacks the narrative structure found in his novels

---

Novels and Semi-Autobiographical Works

Bukowski’s novels are perhaps his most enduring contribution to literature,
blending autobiography with fiction.

Key Novels:

- Post Office (1971)



- Factotum (1975)
- Women (1978)
- Ham on Rye (1982)
- Hollywood (1989)

Features:

- Semi-autobiographical narratives
- Gritty realism with dark humor
- Focus on outsider characters and their struggles

Pros:

- Deeply engaging character studies
- Richly detailed depiction of American working-class life
- Accessible language that captures the voice of the marginalized

Cons:

- Pessimistic tone may be off-putting for some
- Repetitive themes of failure and despair
- Some critics argue his work lacks traditional literary depth

---

In-Depth Analysis of Key Works

To truly appreciate Bukowski’s contributions, it’s essential to explore some
of his most influential books in detail.

Post Office

As Bukowski’s first major novel, Post Office introduces the protagonist Henry
Chinaski, an alter ego of Bukowski himself. The book chronicles Chinaski’s
years working at the U.S. Postal Service, highlighting the monotony,
frustration, and alienation of blue-collar life.

Highlights:

- Vivid depiction of the drudgery of manual labor
- Dark humor amidst bleak circumstances
- An autobiographical glimpse into Bukowski’s early life

Impact:

- Sets the tone for many of Bukowski’s later works
- Celebrates the resilience of the outsider



Ham on Rye

Often hailed as Bukowski’s best novel, Ham on Rye is a semi-autobiographical
coming-of-age story that explores childhood, adolescence, and the struggles
with identity.

Features:

- Harsh but poetic depiction of growing up in a working-class family
- Themes of alienation, bullying, and self-awareness
- Rich, evocative language blending brutality with tenderness

Pros:

- Deeply personal and emotionally resonant
- Provides insight into Bukowski’s formative years
- Combines humor with tragedy effectively

Cons:

- Can be emotionally intense and uncomfortable
- Some readers may find the language abrasive

Women

This novel explores Bukowski’s complex relationship with women and love. It’s
candid, controversial, and often provocative.

Features:

- Unfiltered portrayal of romantic and sexual relationships
- Themes of obsession, loneliness, and desire
- Autobiographical elements mixed with fiction

Pros:

- Honest and unflinching portrayal of human sexuality
- Adds depth to the understanding of Bukowski’s view on love and
relationships

Cons:

- Contains misogynistic language and themes that may offend
- Some interpret it as perpetuating stereotypes

---



Bukowski’s Poetry: A Closer Look

Bukowski’s poetry often complements his novels by providing lyrical,
condensed reflections on similar themes. Collections like Love is a Dog from
Hell showcase his mastery of language and ability to distill complex
emotions.

Why Read Bukowski’s Poetry?

- To experience the immediacy of his voice
- To find inspiration in raw honesty
- To appreciate his poetic craftsmanship amidst colloquial language

Notable Poems:

- “Bluebird”
- “The Laughing Heart”
- “Roll the Dice”

These poems exemplify Bukowski’s talent for capturing universal feelings of
vulnerability, hope, and despair with simple but powerful language.

---

The Legacy and Criticism of Bukowski’s Work

Bukowski remains a controversial figure. His admirers praise his honesty,
originality, and unflinching portrayal of life’s darker aspects, while
critics often point to his misogyny, cynicism, and sometimes gratuitous
language.

Advantages of His Work:

- Provides an authentic voice of the marginalized
- Influenced countless writers and poets
- Challenges traditional notions of beauty and morality in literature

Disadvantages:

- Can be seen as perpetuating negative stereotypes
- His worldview may seem nihilistic or defeatist
- Not suitable for readers seeking uplifting or optimistic narratives

---



Conclusion: Why Read Charles Bukowski?

Books written by Charles Bukowski offer a visceral, unfiltered glimpse into
the human condition. His work is invaluable for those interested in raw
storytelling, poetic language, and the outsider’s perspective. Whether
through his poetry collections or his gritty novels, Bukowski’s voice remains
a powerful testament to resilience in the face of adversity. His books
continue to inspire, provoke, and challenge readers to confront uncomfortable
truths about life, love, and the pursuit of authenticity.

Final thoughts:

- Ideal for readers who appreciate candid, unpolished storytelling
- A significant influence on modern literature and alternative voices
- An enduring testament to the beauty found in imperfection and chaos

Embracing Bukowski’s work means stepping into a world of raw emotion,
imperfect humanity, and unapologetic honesty—an experience that is as
challenging as it is rewarding.

Books Written By Charles Bukowski

  books written by charles bukowski: Charles Bukowski Fiction Collection Charles
Bukowski, 2014-09-16 “Wordsworth, Whitman, William Carlos Williams, and the Beats in their
respective generations moved poetry toward a more natural language. Bukowski moved it a little
farther.” –Los Angeles Times Book Review A collection of five of Charles Bukowski’s most popular
works, including: Pulp: Opening with Lady Death entering the gumshoe-writer's seedy office in
pursuit of a writer named Celine, this novel demonstrates Bukowski's own brand of humor. Barfly:
The screenplay of the 1987 movie. Ham on Rye: Charles Bukowski details the long, lonely years of
his own hardscrabble youth in the raw voice of alter ego Henry Chinaski. Post Office: It began as a
mistake. By middle age, Henry Chinaski has lost more than twelve years of his life to the U.S. Postal
Service. Women: After decades of slacking off at low-paying dead-end jobs, Chinaski sees his poetic
star rising at last. Now, at fifty, he is reveling in his sudden rock-star life.
  books written by charles bukowski: Run With The Hunted Charles Bukowski, 2012-12-26 The
best of Bukowski's novels, stories, and poems, this collection reads like an autobiography, relating
the extraordinary story of his life and offering a sometimes harrowing, invariably exhilarating
reading experience. A must for this counterculture idol's legion of fans.
  books written by charles bukowski: New Poems Book Three Charles Bukowski, 2013-01-31
Charles Bukowski was one of America's best-known writers and one of its most influential and
imitated poets. Although he published over 45 books of poetry, hundreds of his poems were kept by
him and his publisher for posthumous publication, This is the first collection of these unique poems,
which Bukowski considered to be among his best work.
  books written by charles bukowski: Open All Night Charles Bukowski, 2009-03-17 These 189
posthumously published new poems take us deeper into the raw, wild vein of Bukowski's that
extends from the early 1980s up to the time of his death in 1994.
  books written by charles bukowski: Women Charles Bukowski, 2009-10-13 “The Walt
Whitman of Los Angeles.”—Joyce Carol Oates, bestselling author “He brought everybody down to
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earth, even the angels.”—Leonard Cohen, songwriter Low-life writer and unrepentant alcoholic
Henry Chinaski was born to survive. After decades of slacking off at low-paying dead-end jobs,
blowing his cash on booze and women, and scrimping by in flea-bitten apartments, Chinaski sees his
poetic star rising at last. Now, at fifty, he is reveling in his sudden rock-star life, running three
hundred hangovers a year, and maintaining a sex life that would cripple Casanova. With all of
Charles Bukowski's trademark humor and gritty, dark honesty, Women, the 1978 follow-up to Post
Office and Factotum, is an uncompromising account of life on the edge.
  books written by charles bukowski: Factotum Charles Bukowski, 2009-10-13 “The Walt
Whitman of Los Angeles.”—Joyce Carol Oates, bestselling author “He brought everybody down to
earth, even the angels.”—Leonard Cohen, songwriter One of Charles Bukowski's best, this
beer-soaked, deliciously degenerate novel follows the wanderings of aspiring writer Henry Chinaski
across World War II-era America. Deferred from military service, Chinaski travels from city to city,
moving listlessly from one odd job to another, always needing money but never badly enough to keep
a job. His day-to-day existence spirals into an endless litany of pathetic whores, sordid rooms, dreary
embraces, and drunken brawls, as he makes his bitter, brilliant way from one drink to the next.
Charles Bukowski's posthumous legend continues to grow. Factotum is a masterfully vivid evocation
of slow-paced, low-life urbanity and alcoholism, and an excellent introduction to the fictional world
of Charles Bukowski.
  books written by charles bukowski: Post Office Charles Bukowski, 2002-05-31 It began as a
mistake. By middle age, Henry Chinaski has lost more than twelve years of his life to the U.S. Postal
Service. In a world where his three true, bitter pleasures are women, booze, and racetrack betting,
he somehow drags his hangover out of bed every dawn to lug waterlogged mailbags up mud-soaked
mountains, outsmart vicious guard dogs, and pray to survive the day-to-day trials of sadistic bosses
and certifiable coworkers. This classic 1971 novel—the one that catapulted its author to national
fame—is the perfect introduction to the grimly hysterical world of legendary writer, poet, and Dirty
Old Man Charles Bukowski and his fictional alter ego, Chinaski.
  books written by charles bukowski: Open All Night Charles Bukowski, 2000 A collection of
poems by contemporary American author Charles Bukowski.
  books written by charles bukowski: On Writing Charles Bukowski, 2015-07-28 Sharp and
moving reflections and ruminations on the artistry and craft of writing from one of our most
iconoclastic, riveting, and celebrated masters. Charles Bukowski’s stories, poems, and novels have
left an enduring mark on our culture. In this collection of correspondence—letters to publishers,
editors, friends, and fellow writers—the writer shares his insights on the art of creation. On Writing
reveals an artist brutally frank about the drudgery of work and canny and uncompromising about the
absurdities of life—and of art. It illuminates the hard-edged, complex humanity of a true American
legend and counterculture icon—the “laureate of American lowlife” (Time)—who stoically recorded
society’s downtrodden and depraved. It exposes an artist grounded in the visceral, whose work
reverberates with his central ideal: “Don't try.” Piercing, poignant, and often hilarious, On Writing is
filled not only with memorable lines but also with Bukowski’s trademark toughness, leavened with
moments of grace, pathos, and intimacy.
  books written by charles bukowski: Pulp Charles Bukowski, 2009-03-17 “The Walt Whitman
of Los Angeles.”—Joyce Carol Oates, bestselling author “He brought everybody down to earth, even
the angels.”—Leonard Cohen, songwriter Opening with the exotic Lady Death entering the
gumshoe-writer's seedy office in pursuit of a writer named Celine, this novel demonstrates Charles
Bukowski's own brand of humor and realism, opening up a landscape of seamy Los Angeles. Pulp is
essential fiction from Buk himself.
  books written by charles bukowski: Essential Bukowski Charles Bukowski, 2016-10-25
Edited by Abel Debritto, the definitive collection of poems from an influential writer whose
transgressive legacy and raw, funny, and acutely observant writing has left an enduring mark on
modern culture. Few writers have so brilliantly and poignantly conjured the desperation and
absurdity of ordinary life as Charles Bukowski. Resonant with his powerful, perceptive voice, his



visceral, hilarious, and transcendent poetry speaks to us as forcefully today as when it was written.
Encompassing a wide range of subjects—from love to death and sex to writing—Bukowski’s
unvarnished and self-deprecating verse illuminates the deepest and most enduring concerns of the
human condition while remaining sharply aware of the day to day. With his acute eye for the
ridiculous and the troubled, Bukowski speaks to the deepest longings and strangest predilections of
the human experience. Gloomy yet hopeful, this is tough, unrelenting poetry touched by grace. This
is Essential Bukowski.
  books written by charles bukowski: Run With the Hunted Charles Bukowski, 1993-03 An
introduction to Bukowski's life and work. Readers fresh to the world of Hank Chinaski, as well as
Bukowski's following, should find this collection of poems and excerpts from stories interesting.
Arranged not by date of publication, but by the period in Bukowski's life, the book falls between
anthology, best-of and memoir, bringing into focus the life and work of the writer.
  books written by charles bukowski: The Mathematics of the Breath and the Way Charles
Bukowski, 2018-06-12 “Genius could be the ability to say a profound thing in a simple way, or even
to say a simple thing in a simpler way.”—Charles Bukowski In The Mathematics of the Breath and
the Way, Charles Bukowski considers the art of writing, and the art of living as a writer. Bringing
together a variety of previously uncollected stories, columns, reviews, introductions, and interviews,
this book finds him approaching the dynamics of his chosen profession with cynical aplomb,
deflating pretensions and tearing down idols armed with only a typewriter and a bottle of beer.
Beginning with the title piece—a serious manifesto disguised as off-handed remarks en route to the
racetrack—The Mathematics of the Breath and the Way runs through numerous tales following the
author’s adventures at poetry readings, parties, film sets, and bars, and also features an
unprecedented gathering of Bukowski’s singular literary criticism. From classic authors like
Hemingway to underground legends like d.a. levy to his own stable of obscure favorites, Bukowski
uses each occasion to expound on the larger issues around literary production. The book closes with
a handful of interviews in which he discusses his writing practices and his influences, making this a
perfect guide to the man behind the myth and the disciplined artist behind the boozing brawler.
Born in Andernach, Germany, and raised in Los Angeles, Charles Bukowski (1920–1994) is the
author of over forty-five books of poetry and prose. David Stephen Calonne has written several books
and edited four previous volumes of uncollected Bukowski for City Lights.
  books written by charles bukowski: A Collection of Works by Charles Bukowski Jeffrey H.
Weinberg Books, Charles Bukowski, 1980*
  books written by charles bukowski: Charles Bukowski Barry Miles, 2009-10-06 'Fear makes
me a writer, fear and a lack of confidence' Charles Bukowski chronicled the seedy underside of the
city in which he spent most of his life, Los Angeles. His heroes were the panhandlers and hustlers,
the drunks and the hookers, his beat the racetracks and strip joints and his inspiration a series of
dead-end jobs in warehouses, offices and factories. It was in the evenings that he would put on a
classical record, open a beer and begin to type... Brought up by a violent father, Bukowski suffered
childhood beatings before developing horrific acne and withdrawing into a moody adolescence.
Much of his young life epitomised the style of the Beat generation - riding Greyhound buses,
bumming around and drinking himself into a stupor. During his lifetime he published more than
forty-five books of poetry and prose, including the novels Post Office, Factotum, Women and Pulp.
His novels sold millions of copies worldwide in dozens of languages. In this definitive biography
Barry Miles, celebrated author of Jack Kerouac: King of the Beats, turns his attention to the exploits
of this hard-drinking, belligerent wild man of literature.
  books written by charles bukowski: Come On In! Charles Bukowski, 2009-02-24 another
comeback climbing back up out of the ooze, out of the thick black tar, rising up again, a modern
Lazarus. you're amazed at your good fortune. somehow you've had more than your share of second
chances. hell, accept it. what you have, you have. you walk and look in the bathroom mirror at an
idiot's smile. you know your luck. some go down and never climb back up. something is being kind to
you. you turn from the mirror and walk into the world. you find a chair, sit down, light a cigar. back



from a thousand wars you look out from an open door into the silent night. Sibelius plays on the
radio. nothing has been lost or destroyed. you blow smoke into the night, tug at your right ear. baby,
right now, you've got it all.
  books written by charles bukowski: Hot Water Music Charles Bukowski, 2009-03-17 With his
characteristic raw and minimalist style, Charles Bukowski takes us on a walk through his side of
town in Hot Water Music. He gives us little vignettes of depravity and lasciviousness, bite sized
pieces of what is both beautiful and grotesque. The stories in Hot Water Music dash around the
worst parts of town – a motel room stinking of sick, a decrepit apartment housing a perpetually
arguing couple, a bar tended by a skeleton – and depict the darkest parts of human existence.
Bukowski talks simply and profoundly about the underbelly of the working class without raising
judgement. In the way he writes about sex, relationships, writing, and inebriation, Bukowski sets the
bar for irreverent art – his work inhabits the basest part of the mind and the most extreme absurdity
of the everyday.
  books written by charles bukowski: Storm for the Living and the Dead Charles Bukowski,
2017-11-07 A timeless selection of some of Charles Bukowski’s best unpublished and uncollected
poems Charles Bukowski was a prolific writer who produced countless short stories, novels, and
poems that have reached beyond their time and place to speak to generations of readers all over the
world. Many of his poems remain little known since they appeared in small magazines but were
never collected, and a large number of them have yet to be published. In Storm for the Living and
the Dead, Abel Debritto has curated a collection of rare and never- before-seen material—poems
from obscure, hard-to-find magazines, as well as from libraries and private collections all over the
country. In doing so, Debritto has captured the essence of Bukowski’s inimitable poetic style—tough
and hilarious but ringing with humanity. Storm for the Living and the Dead is a gift for any devotee
of the Dirty Old Man of American letters.
  books written by charles bukowski: Bukowski 100 Charles Bukowski, 2021-09-15 A collection
of 100 poems—on the occasion of his 100th birthday—from a writer whose transgressive legacy and
raw, funny, acutely observant writing have left a vivid mark Illuminated by a resonant voice and
conjuring the desperation and absurdity of being human, the perceptive poetry of Charles Bukowski
transcends its particular moment to speak to us as forcefully today as when it was written. Taking on
a wide range of subjects—from love to death to sex to writing—Bukowski’s unvarnished poetry
touches on enduring concerns while remaining sharply aware of the day-to-day. Collected on the
occasion of his 100th birthday, these poems present the classic Bukowski, speaking to the deepest
longings and strangest facets of the human experience. Granular yet expansive, this is tough,
unrelenting poetry touched by grace.
  books written by charles bukowski: Charles Bukowski Howard Sounes, 2007-12-01 “A lively
portrait of American literature’s ‘Dirty Old Man’.” —Library Journal A former postman and long-term
alcoholic who did not become a full-time writer until middle age, Charles Bukowski was the author of
autobiographical novels that captured the low life—including Post Office, Factotum, and
Women—and made him a literary celebrity, with a major Hollywood film (Barfly) based on his life.
Drawing on new interviews with virtually all of Bukowski’s friends, family, and many lovers;
unprecedented access to his private letters and unpublished writing; and commentary from Norman
Mailer, Allen Ginsberg, Sean Penn, Mickey Rourke, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, R. Crumb, and Harry
Dean Stanton, Howard Sounes has uncovered the extraordinary true story of the Dirty Old Man of
American literature. Illustrated with drawings by Bukowski and over sixty photographs, Charles
Bukowski is a must for Bukowski devotees and new readers alike. “Bukowski is one of those writers
people remember more for the legend than for the work . . . but, as Howard Sounes shows in this
exhaustively researched biography, it wasn’t the whole story.” —Los Angeles Times “Engaging . . .
Adroit . . . revealing.” —The New York Times Book Review “A must-read for anybody who is a fan of
Bukowski’s writing.” —The Globe and Mail (Toronto)
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