august is a wicked month

August is a wicked month, a phrase that might initially evoke images of mischief or malevolence, but in
reality, it encapsulates a complex blend of historical significance, cultural nuances, and environmental
phenomena that make August a uniquely challenging and intriguing period of the year. As summer
reaches its peak in the northern hemisphere, August stands out not just for its warmth and vibrancy
but also for its reputation as a month that tests endurance, patience, and adaptability. From scorching
heatwaves to historically tumultuous events, August’s reputation as a "wicked" month is rooted in a

rich tapestry of stories and realities that deserve a closer examination.

The Historical Roots of August’s Wicked Reputation

August in History: A Month of Turmoil and Tragedy

Historically, August has been marked by significant upheavals and tragedies that have left lasting

scars in various societies. Some notable events include:

e The Assassination of Julius Caesar (44 BC): Perhaps one of the most famous historical events
linked with August is the assassination of Julius Caesar on the Ides of August. This event shifted
the course of Roman history and exemplifies how August has been a month of political

upheaval.
e The Summer of 1914: The outbreak of World War | was set into motion during late July and
early August, with several European nations declaring war on each other, plunging the continent

into chaos.

* Disasters and Pandemics: Numerous natural disasters and health crises have occurred in



August, from devastating hurricanes to outbreaks of disease, further cementing its reputation as

a turbulent month.

Superstitions and Cultural Beliefs

In many cultures, August has been associated with superstition and ominous omens. For example:

¢ In some European traditions, August is considered unlucky due to its association with harvest

failures and natural disasters.

¢ Ancient civilizations sometimes viewed August as a month of transition that could bring
misfortune if certain superstitions were ignored, such as neglecting to harvest crops at the right

time.

These historical and cultural associations contribute to the perception of August as a wicked or

foreboding month, often intertwined with stories of hardship and upheaval.

Environmental Challenges and Weather Phenomena in August

Heatwaves and Extreme Temperatures

One of the defining features of August across many regions is the intense heat. As the peak of

summer, August frequently brings:



¢ Record-breaking heatwaves that strain infrastructure and threaten health.

* Increased cases of heatstroke and dehydration, especially among vulnerable populations.

» Wildfires in regions like California, Southern Europe, and Australia, fueled by dry conditions and

high temperatures.

These environmental challenges make August a demanding month for both people and ecosystems,

often leading to crises and emergency responses.

Hurricanes and Storms

August is also the height of hurricane season in the Atlantic Ocean, with many storms forming and

making landfall during this month. Notable aspects include:

¢ The formation of powerful hurricanes like Katrina (2005) and Harvey (2017), which caused

widespread destruction.

¢ Flooding, property damage, and displacement of communities.

¢ The need for advanced warning systems and disaster preparedness, which are continually

tested during August storms.

The intensity and frequency of these weather phenomena reinforce the perception of August as a

"wicked" time of year, especially in vulnerable coastal regions.



August in Cultural and Literary Contexts

The Poetic and Literary Portrayals of August

Throughout literature and poetry, August has often been depicted as a month of both beauty and
foreboding. Some common themes include:
» Poignant reflections on the fleeting nature of summer and life itself.

¢ Descriptions of the waning days of warmth, hinting at the impending arrival of autumn and

change.

¢ Metaphors of heat and dryness symbolizing emotional or societal unrest.

For example, poets like William Wordsworth and Emily Dickinson have used August to explore themes

of transition, mortality, and the passage of time, subtly reinforcing its wicked reputation.

Popular Culture and August’s Dark Side

In modern media, August is sometimes associated with ominous events:
* Horror movies often set scenes during the hottest month of summer, emphasizing discomfort
and danger.

* News reports frequently highlight natural disasters, accidents, and tragedies that occur during

August, perpetuating its "wicked" label.



e Historical films depict August as a time of chaos and conflict, echoing real-world events.

This cultural portrayal helps sustain the perception of August as a month that challenges resilience.

Why August Continues to Be Seen as a Wicked Month

Combining Environmental, Historical, and Cultural Factors

The perception of August as a wicked month is a confluence of various factors:

¢ Environmental extremes such as heatwaves and storms cause tangible hardship.
¢ Historical events, including wars and disasters, are often concentrated or remembered in August.

e Cultural narratives and superstitions reinforce a sense of foreboding around this time of year.

Together, these elements create a potent image of August as a challenging and sometimes dangerous

month.

The Modern Perspective: Resilience and Adaptation

Despite its reputation, August also serves as a reminder of human resilience:

o Communities unite to recover from natural disasters.



¢ Innovations in weather forecasting and disaster management have improved safety.

* People adapt their routines, making the most of the month’s vibrancy while staying vigilant.

This resilience demonstrates that while August may be wicked in its challenges, it also fosters strength

and unity.

Conclusion: Embracing August’s Wicked Charm

While the phrase "August is a wicked month" captures the hardships and tumult associated with this
summer period, it also invites us to consider the lessons and beauty embedded within its challenges.
From historic upheavals to environmental trials, August tests our patience and resilience, yet it also
offers moments of reflection, growth, and renewal. Recognizing the complexities of August allows us to
approach it with both caution and curiosity, appreciating its wicked reputation as a reflection of nature's
power and human history, but also as an opportunity to endure and thrive amidst adversity. So, as we
navigate the heat, storms, and stories of August, let us remember that even in its wickedness, there

lies an enduring spirit of resilience and hope.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'August is a wicked month' imply about August?
It suggests that August can be a challenging or tumultuous month, often associated with difficulties,
chaos, or intense experiences.

Is 'August is a wicked month' a common saying or reference?

While not a widely known proverb, the phrase has gained popularity in certain literary and cultural

contexts to describe August's unpredictable nature.



Why do some people consider August a 'wicked' month?

People may associate August with heatwaves, holidays ending, or personal struggles, making it feel

like a difficult or 'wicked' time.

Are there historical or literary origins to the phrase 'August is a
wicked month'?

The phrase is often linked to literary works or poetic expressions that depict August as a time of chaos

or hardship, though its origins are more colloquial than historical.

How can one cope with the 'wicked' aspects of August?

To cope, individuals can focus on self-care, planning relaxing activities, staying hydrated, and

maintaining a positive outlook despite the challenges.

Does the perception of August as a 'wicked' month vary by region?

Yes, in regions with extreme heat or certain cultural events, August may be seen as particularly tough,

while in others it might be viewed more favorably.

Is there a cultural or symbolic significance to August being called a
'wicked' month?

Culturally, August's reputation as a 'wicked' month can symbolize a period of transition, culmination of

summer hardships, or an ominous time before autumn.

Can the phrase 'August is a wicked month' be used metaphorically in
other contexts?

Yes, it can be used metaphorically to describe any period or situation characterized by chaos,

difficulty, or unpredictability beyond the month of August.



Additional Resources

August is a Wicked Month: An In-Depth Examination of Its Complexities and Contradictions

Introduction: The Dual Nature of August

August stands at the crossroads of summer's waning heat and the onset of autumn's promise. Often
perceived as a month of transition, it carries with it a paradoxical reputation—simultaneously the peak
of leisure and the harbinger of impending change. However, labeling August as simply "another month"
does not do justice to its layered character. In fact, many consider August to be a wicked month—one

filled with contradictions, challenges, and societal tensions that warrant a closer look.
This article aims to explore the multifaceted nature of August, analyzing why it has earned a reputation

that some might describe as wicked. We will delve into historical, cultural, social, and psychological

perspectives, examining how this particular month affects individuals and societies alike.

Historical Roots of August’s Reputations

Ancient Significance and Historical Events

August's name derives from the Roman Emperor Augustus, signifying its historical importance.
Originally the sixth month in the Roman calendar, it was later renamed in his honor, symbolizing power

and authority. Historically, August has borne witness to numerous pivotal events:



- War and Conflict: Many wars, rebellions, and political upheavals occurred during August, including
notable battles and revolutions.
- Harvest and Transition: In agrarian societies, August marked the end of the harvest season, often

associated with abundance but also with the hard work and struggles that came before.

These historical associations embed a certain gravity into the month, contributing to its reputation as a

wicked period—one of intensity, upheaval, and transition.

Notable Events that Shape August’s Darker Side

- Assassinations and Political Turmoil: Several political assassinations and coups have historically
taken place in August, symbolizing chaos and violent power struggles.
- Natural Disasters: August has also been a month for natural calamities—hurricanes, heatwaves, and

floods—further underscoring its unpredictability and destructive potential.

Thus, history paints August as a period fraught with turbulence, laying the groundwork for its current

reputation.

Cultural and Societal Perspectives

The Cultural Significance of August

Across various cultures, August carries both celebratory and ominous connotations:

- Festivals and Celebrations: Many cultures hold festivals in August, celebrating harvest, community,



and tradition.
- Superstitions and Folklore: Conversely, some societies harbor superstitions that cast August as a

month of bad luck or foreboding, perhaps due to historical calamities or seasonal transitions.
For example, in parts of Europe, August was considered a time when spirits were strongest, and

caution was advised.

The Societal Struggles During August

August often symbolizes the crescendo of societal tensions:

- End of Vacation Season: In many Western countries, August marks the end of summer holidays,
leading to a sense of loss and the return to routine.

- Back-to-School Anxiety: Students and parents grapple with anxiety and stress as the academic year
approaches.

- Workplace Burnout: Employees often experience heightened workload, attempting to meet summer

deadlines before the fall.

This collective pressure and transition contribute to an underlying sense of unease, reinforcing

August’s wicked reputation.

Psychological and Emotional Dimensions

The August Blues: A Seasonal Affective Disorder?



Many individuals report feelings of melancholy, restlessness, or anxiety during August, sometimes

called the "August Blues." Several psychological factors contribute:

- End of Leisure: The end of vacation and leisure activities can trigger feelings of disappointment or
dread.

- Seasonal Changes: Subtle shifts in daylight and temperature can influence mood, exacerbating
feelings of sadness or irritability.

- Uncertainty and Transition: The approaching autumn signals change, often associated with loss or

the end of carefree days.

This emotional turbulence adds a personal dimension to August’s wicked reputation.

The Psychological Impact of Societal Expectations

Society’s narratives about August—culminating in new beginnings or endings—can influence collective

psyche:
- Pressure to Achieve: The back-to-school and work routines prompt a sense of urgency and anxiety.
- Fear of Missed Opportunities: As summer slips away, individuals often feel a sense of regret or

missed chances.

This blend of societal expectations and personal insecurities further cements August’s complex, wicked

character.

The Contradictions Embedded in August

August embodies a series of contradictions that make it uniquely wicked:



- Pleasure vs. Melancholy: It’'s a month of vacations, outdoor fun, and social gatherings, but also of
endings and farewells.

- Abundance vs. Scarcity: The harvest brings plenty, yet the approach of fall signals scarcity and
austerity.

- Celebration vs. Reflection: Festivals celebrate life, but the same period prompts reflection on mortality

and change.

This duality creates an environment of tension, making August a month that challenges individuals’

emotional resilience.

Why August Continues to Earn Its Wicked Reputation

Modern-Day Manifestations

In contemporary society, August’s wicked reputation persists through:

- Workplace Dynamics: Increased workloads, deadlines, and the "end of summer" pressure.

- Climate Extremes: August is often the hottest month, with heatwaves that can cause health issues
and discomfort.

- Societal Tensions: Political upheavals, protests, and societal conflicts sometimes peak during this

time.

Environmental Challenges



- Climate Change: Rising global temperatures intensify August’s heat,
making it more oppressive and dangerous.
- Natural Disasters: The prevalence of hurricanes and wildfires in

August highlights its destructive potential.

These factors contribute to the perception of August as a wicked

month—one characterized by chaos, discomfort, and uncertainty.

Psychological Impact of the “Wicked” Label

Labeling August as wicked influences societal perceptions, often

leading to a self-fulfilling prophecy:

- Expectation of bad luck or hardship can exacerbate stress.
- Cultural narratives reinforce negative stereotypes, affecting mental

health and community morale.

Understanding this phenomenon is crucial for re-framing August’s

image and recognizing its potential for renewal and resilience.



Reclaiming August: Opportunities Amidst the Challenges

Despite its reputation, August also offers opportunities for growth,

reflection, and renewal:

- Personal Reflection: As the season shifts, it’s a chance to evaluate
goals and plan for the future.

- Community Building: Festivals, gatherings, and shared experiences
can foster connection and resilience.

- Environmental Awareness: August’s challenges highlight the

importance of climate action and sustainability.

By acknowledging its wicked aspects, individuals and societies can
harness August’s transformative potential rather than succumb to its

negativity.



Conclusion: Embracing the Wickedness

Labeling August as a wicked month captures its complex, often
contradictory nature. From historical upheavals to cultural tensions,
societal pressures to personal struggles, August embodies a spectrum
of intense emotions and events. Yet, within its challenges lie

opportunities for growth, reflection, and renewal.

Understanding the layered realities of August allows us to navigate its
difficulties with awareness and resilience. Rather than viewing it solely
as a wicked or foreboding period, we can recognize it as a pivotal
time—one that tests our strength but also offers the chance for
transformation. Embracing August’s wickedness, therefore, becomes a

pathway to deeper understanding and eventual renewal.

In summary, August’s reputation as a wicked month is rooted in its

historical significance, cultural symbolism, societal pressures, and



psychological impacts. Its contradictions and turbulence make it a
period of intense experience—sometimes challenging but also ripe
with potential. Recognizing this duality enables us to approach August
with a nuanced perspective, turning its wickedness into an opportunity

for growth and resilience.
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august is a wicked month: Censorship Derek Jones, 2001-12-01 Censorship: A World
Encyclopedia presents a comprehensive view of censorship, from Ancient Egypt to those modern
societies that claim to have abolished the practice. For each country in the world, the history of
censorship is described and placed in context, and the media censored are examined: art,
cyberspace, literature, music, the press, popular culture, radio, television, and the theatre, not to
mention the censorship of language, the most fundamental censorship of all. Also included are
surveys of major controversies and chronicles of resistance. Censorship will be an essential
reference work for students of the many subjects touched by censorship and for all those who are
interested in the history of and contemporary fate of freedom of expression.

august is a wicked month: Edna O'Brien and the Art of Fiction Maureen O'Connor, 2021-10-15
Edna O'Brien and the Art of Fiction provides an urgent retrospective consideration of one of the
English-speaking world's best-selling and most prolific contemporary authors. This study considers
the pioneering ways O'Brien represents women's experience, family relationships, the natural world,
sex, creativity, and death, and her work's long anticipation of movements such as #metoo.

august is a wicked month: Beneath the Blood Moon Darren Wills, 2020-03-04 A woman
gives birth in a dingy upstairs room. Her baby is bought illegally by a wealthy couple. Thirty-five
years later, Dominic Walker, a teacher, is arrested for murder - but his story is too fantastic for the
police to believe...

august is a wicked month: The Cambridge History of Twentieth-Century English
Literature Laura Marcus, Peter Nicholls, 2004 Publisher Description

august is a wicked month: The Oxford Encyclopedia of British Literature David Scott
Kastan, 2006-03-03 From folk ballads to film scripts, this new five-volume encyclopedia covers the
entire history of British literature from the seventh century to the present, focusing on the writers
and the major texts of what are now the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland. In five
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hundred substantial essays written by major scholars, the Encyclopedia of British Literature includes
biographies of nearly four hundred individual authors and a hundred topical essays with detailed
analyses of particular themes, movements, genres, and institutions whose impact upon the writing
or the reading of literature was significant.An ideal companion to The Oxford Encyclopedia of
American Literature, this set will prove invaluable for students, scholars, and general readers.For
more information, including a complete table of contents and list of contributors, please visit
Www.oup.com/us/ebl

august is a wicked month: Not Pretty Enough Gerri Hirshey, 2016-07-12 In Not Pretty
Enough, Gerri Hirshey reconstructs the life of Helen Gurley Brown, the trailblazing editor of
Cosmopolitan, whose daring career both recorded and led to a shift in the sexual and cultural
politics of her time. When Helen Gurley Brown’s Sex and the Single Girl first appeared in 1962, it
whistled into buttoned-down America like a bombshell: Brown declared that it was okay— even
imperative—for unmarried women to have and enjoy a sex life, and that equal rights for women
should extend to the bedroom and the workplace. “How dare you?” thundered newspapers, radio
hosts, and (mostly male) citizens. But more than two million women bought the book and hailed her
as a heroine. Brown was also pilloried as a scarlet woman and a traitor to the women’s movement
when she took over the failing Hearst magazine Cosmopolitan and turned it into a fizzy pink
guidebook for “do-me” feminism. As the first magazine geared to the rising wave of single working
women, it sold wildly. Today, more than 68 million young women worldwide are still reading some
form of Helen Gurley Brown'’s audacious yet comforting brand of self-help. “HGB” wasn’t the ideal
poster girl for secondwave feminism, but she certainly started the conversation. Brown campaigned
for women'’s reproductive freedom and advocated skill and “brazenry” both on the job and in the
boudoir—along with serial plastic surgery. When she died in 2012, her front-page obituary in the
New York Times noted that though she succumbed at ninety, “parts of her were considerably
younger.” Her life story is astonishing, from her roots in the Ozark Mountains of Arkansas, to her
single-girl decade as a Mad Men-era copywriter in Los Angeles, which informed her first bestseller,
to her years at the helm of Cosmopolitan. Helen Gurley Brown told her own story many times, but
coyly, with plenty of camouflage. Here, for the first time, is the unvarnished and decoded truth about
“how she did it"—from her comet-like career to “bagging” her husband of half a century, the movie
producer David Brown. Full of firsthand accounts of HGB from many of her closest friends and
rediscovered, little-known interviews with the woman herself, Gerri Hirshey’s Not Pretty Enough is a
vital biography that shines new light on the life of one of the most vibrant, vexing, and indelible
women of the twentieth century.

august is a wicked month: Twelve Months of Romance (May, June, July, August) Margaret
Lake, 2014-01-10 May Flowers - An unlikely friendship that turns into an unpredictable love The
June Bridesmaid - Betty’s plans for seduction (or revenge) have to be put on hold Fireworks - It's
time for Connie to set off some fireworks of her own Dog Days of August - All Jan wants is a puppy
for her mother, not the love of her life

august is a wicked month: Edna O'Brien Kathryn Laing, Sinéad Mooney, Maureen O'Connor,
2006 As part of Pegasos, Kuunsankosken Kaupunginkirjasto of Finland presents a biographical
sketch about the Irish writer Edna O'Brien (1932- ). O'Brien has written plays, children's books,
essays, screenplays, and nonfiction about Ireland. Some of O'Brien's works include Country Girls
(1960), The Love Object (1968), Night (1972), Mother Ireland (1976), and A Fanatic Heart (1984).

august is a wicked month: The Oxford Encyclopedia of British Literature David Scott Kastan,
2006-03-03 From folk ballads to film scripts, this new five-volume encyclopedia covers the entire
history of British literature from the seventh century to the present, focusing on the writers and the
major texts of what are now the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland. In five hundred
substantial essays written by major scholars, the Encyclopedia of British Literature includes
biographies of nearly four hundred individual authors and a hundred topical essays with detailed
analyses of particular themes, movements, genres, and institutions whose impact upon the writing




or the reading of literature was significant. An ideal companion to The Oxford Encyclopedia of
American Literature, this set will prove invaluable for students, scholars, and general readers. For
more information, including a complete table of contents and list of contributors, please visit
www.oup.com/us/ebl

august is a wicked month: Wild Colonial Girl Lisa Colletta, Maureen O'Connor, 2006-08-15
Since the 1960 publication of her first novel, The Country Girls, award-winning Irish writer Edna
O'Brien has been both celebrated and maligned. Praised for her lyrical prose and vivid female
characters and attacked for her frank treatment of sexuality and alleged sensationalism, O'Brien and
her work seem always to spawn controversy, including the past banning in Ireland of several of her
works. O'Brien's attention to women's concerns such as sex, romance, marriage, and childbirth has
often relegated her to critical neglect at best and, at worst, outright contempt. This essay collection
promises to be a long overdue critical reevaluation and exciting rediscovery of her oeuvre. Wild
Colonial Girl situates O'Brien in Irish contexts that allow for an appraisal of her significant
contribution to a specifically Irish women's literary tradition while attesting to the potency of writing
against patriarchal conventions. Each chapter's clear and detailed readings of O'Brien's fiction build
a convincing case for her literary, political, and cultural importance, providing an invaluable critical
guide for an enriched appreciation of O'Brien and her work.

august is a wicked month: Disillusioned Decades - Ireland 1966-87 Tim Pat Coogan,
1987-12-01 From Sean Lemass to mass unemployment: Ireland changed between 1966 and 1987
and, Tim Pat Coogan argues in Disillusioned Decades, not for the betterThe year 1966 was one in
which to take stock: fifty years since the Rising, what had the Republic achieved? In Disillusioned
Decades, Ireland's most celebrated and controversial historian Tim Pat Coogan looks at a country in
bloom - Sedn Lemass was at the end of a successful term as Taoiseach, the economy appeared stable
and the newly founded Raidio Telifis Eireann was providing homes around Ireland with art and
culture through their television screens.Over the next 21 years, every aspect of Irish life was
changed dramatically and profoundly. By 1987, Ireland was a country characterised by high levels of
urbanisation, chronic unemployment, mass emigration and a heroin problem comparable in
percentage terms to New York. What happened in those pivotal 20 years? Tim Pat Coogan, famous
for his perceptiveness and sharp observations, was editor of national newspaper The Irish Press for
most of this period, reporting on the people and events that Disillusioned Decades analyses. Using
his in-depth knowledge of the political, cultural and social changes of the 1960s, 70s and 80s
rounded out with his personal reminiscences, in Disillusioned Decades Coogan steps back to view
the events in a wider context.Throughout Disillusioned Decades, Coogan paints a grim and
no-punches-pulled picture of Ireland's trajectory from 1966 to 1987. Sharply perceptive and
enlivened by frequent flashes of personal reminiscence, this book presents a wealth of information
and opinion in Coogan's distinctive and authoritative style.

august is a wicked month: The Coral Strand Ravinder Randhawa, 2018-03-21 From English
winters to Indian summers. From the cold streets of modern Britain to the glamorous, turbulent and
impassioned world of 1940’s Mumbai.

august is a wicked month: The Publishers Weekly, 1919

august is a wicked month: End Time Signs Kurt B. Bakley, 2012-07-27 Will Israel and the U.S.
be destroyed or partially destroyed in 2012-2019 or 2026-2030 and beyond and Muslims, Catholics
and communism take over most of the world? Were there strange things going around the sun, the
moon changing degrees and phases, stars that aren't where there suppose to be and the magnetic
poles changing mostly reported secretly in 2001-2011? Did NASA or scientists and astronomers
brush the pictures of them away so not to scare people? Did the Bible Code predict strange behavior
of the moon in 2011? Will a great tidal wave hit the U.S. East Coast in 2012-2019 and Yellowstone
Park super volcano erupt or a comet or asteroid hits the earth or Ocean in 2026-2030 and utterly
destroy the entire United States if it still around after the war of 2012-2019? Will the Muslims,
communism and Catholics persecute Christians, Americans and Jews all over the world bringing



them before Kings and have them sent to prisons and torture and killed if they don't deny Christ and
convert to Islam? Will Muslims and people all over the world begin to mock and scoff at Christians
and the Bible because Israel and the U.S. are destroyed and no Rapture or end or Second Coming of
Christ happened? Several of the Bible prophecies predict God will not make a full end of the U.S.,
Israel and the world at this time and pockets of people and nations may or may not survive. God may
save the U.S., Israel and the world if the people repent and turn from their sins and begin to humble
themselves and heed the harbingers. But if they don't then these events may start to happen. This
book was written by June 12, 2012.

august is a wicked month: Hanging in the Balance Brian P. Block, John Hostettler, 1997-09-30
Hanging in the Balance traces the history of capital punishment in the United Kingdom from ancient
times to the modern day - through periods of reform until hanging for murder was finally abolished
by Parliament in 1969. It describes in detail the Parliamentary and public debates, and notes the
stance taken by organizations and individuals (including the tenacious and persistent Sydney
Silverman MP). The book collates data and references not previously brought together in one
place-and in exploring the underlying issues and the recurring arguments about deterrence,
retribution and expediency it provides an invaluable resource vis-a-vis the same debate in the many
countries where capital punishment still exists.Lord Callaghan was home secretary at the time of
abolition. His 'Foreword' conveys how strong his personal feelings were concerning the death
penalty from the time he entered Parliament in 1945. The book's closing chapters record how his
insistence that abolition should become permanent ultimately overcame the still considerable
opposition. Capital punishment was finally abolished in 1999 throughout the UK. For all practical
purposes this had already happened in 1969 when the Murder (Abolition of Death Penalty) Act 1965
was made fully effective into following a trial period.

august is a wicked month: London's Disasters John Withington, 2011-11-08 From AD 61, when
Queen Boudicca - outraged at her treatment at the hands of the Romans - marched on the city and
burned it to the ground, London has been hit by wave upon wave of destruction. This fascinating and
unique book tells the story of over 2000 years of disaster - fire, water, disease, pollution, accident,
storm, riot, terrorism and enemy action. It chronicles well-known episodes like the Great Plague of
1665 and the Blitz, as well as lesser-known events such as whirlwinds and earthquakes. This new
edition also includes the recent terrorist attack on 7 July 2005, as well as a new section on the crises
which have plagued the financial City, including the near-collapse of Britain’s banks during 2008
and 2009. London’s Disasters ultimately celebrates the spirit of the people of London who have risen
above it all and for whom London is still a great city in which to live and work.

august is a wicked month: Rebel Writers: The Accidental Feminists Celia Brayfield,
2021-07-22 'Make this your next inspirational read. Trust us, it's Oprah's Book Club worthy' Vice In
London in 1958, a play by a 19-year-old redefined women's writing in Britain. It also began a
movement that would change women's lives forever. The play was A Taste of Honey and the author,
Shelagh Delaney, was the first in a succession of young women who wrote about their lives with an
honesty that dazzled the world. They rebelled against sexism, inequality and prejudice and in doing
so challenged the existing definitions of what writing and writers should be. Bypassing the London
cultural elite, their work reached audiences of millions around the world, paved the way for
profound social changes and laid the foundations of second-wave feminism. After Delaney came
Edna O'Brien, Lynne Reid-Banks, Charlotte Bingham, Nell Dunn, Virginia Ironside and Margaret
Forster; an extraordinarily disparate group who were united in their determination to shake the
traditional concepts of womanhood in novels, films, television, essays and journalism. They were as
angry as the Angry Young Men, but were also more constructive and proposed new ways to live and
love in the future. They did not intend to become a literary movement but they did, inspiring other
writers to follow. Not since the Brontés have a group of young women been so determined to tell the
truth about what it is like to be a girl. In this biographical study, the acclaimed author, Celia
Brayfield, tells their story for the first time.
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