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William Shirer The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich

William Shirer’s The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich stands as one of the
most comprehensive and influential accounts of Nazi Germany’s tumultuous
history. Published in 1960, this monumental work synthesizes decades of
research, firsthand accounts, and Shirer’s own journalism experience to
provide an in-depth chronicle of how Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party ascended
to power, governed Germany, and ultimately faced downfall. This article
explores the significance of Shirer’s work, the themes it covers, and its
enduring impact on historical scholarship.

Introduction to William Shirer and His Work

Who Was William Shirer?

William L. Shirer (1904-1993) was an American journalist, war correspondent,
and historian. His career spanned several decades, during which he reported
from Europe for major outlets like CBS News. Shirer’s firsthand experiences
as a journalist in Nazi Germany provided him with unique insights that would
inform his later historical work.

The Context of the Book’s Publication

Published in 1960, The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich emerged during a
period of reflection and reckoning with the atrocities of World War II and
the Holocaust. The book was the culmination of Shirer’s extensive research,
including access to Nazi documents, interviews with survivors, and his own
observations from living in Germany during the 1930s and 1940s.

Overview of the Book’s Structure and Content

Part I: The Rise of Nazi Power

This section examines the socio-economic and political landscape of post-
World War I Germany that facilitated the Nazi ascent:

e The Treaty of Versailles and its repercussions



e The economic devastation of the Great Depression
e The political instability and the failure of democracy
e The Nazi Party’s propaganda and mass appeal

e Hitler’'s leadership and strategic machinations

Part II: The Consolidation of Power

Shirer details how Hitler and the Nazis eliminated political rivals and
established a totalitarian regime:

e The Reichstag Fire and the Enabling Act
e The suppression of opposition parties and civil liberties
e The establishment of a police state and Gestapo

e The Gleichschaltung (coordination) process to unify German society under
Nazi ideals

e The use of propaganda and mass rallies to solidify control

Part III: Nazi Policies and the Expansion of the
Reich

This segment covers the internal policies and external ambitions:
e Anti-Semitic laws and the persecution of Jews
e Rearmament and violation of the Treaty of Versailles
e The annexation of Austria (Anschluss) and the Sudetenland

e The invasion of Poland and the beginning of WWII

Part IV: The Fall of the Third Reich

Shirer narrates the catastrophic decline:

e The Allied advances and the collapse of Nazi defenses



e The internal dissent and Hitler’s declining health
e The fall of Berlin and Hitler’s suicide

e The aftermath and the Nuremberg Trials

The Key Themes and Insights of Shirer’s Work

The Power of Propaganda and Indoctrination

Shirer emphasizes how Nazi propaganda was pivotal in shaping public opinion
and maintaining control. The regime’s mastery of mass messaging created a
unified, yet manipulated, society that believed in its ideology.

The Role of Leadership and Personality

The book explores Hitler's charismatic leadership, strategic cunning, and
ruthless determination. Shirer highlights how Hitler’'s personal ambitions and
ideology drove the policies and decisions of the regime.

The Dangers of Totalitarianism

A recurring theme is the destructive nature of totalitarian rule. Shirer
details how the Nazi regime systematically dismantled democratic
institutions, suppressed dissent, and committed atrocities.

The Factors Leading to the Regime’s Downfall

Shirer argues that internal hubris, overreach, and the relentless Allied
military pressure ultimately led to the regime’s collapse. The moral and
military failures of Nazi Germany are thoroughly examined.

Historical Significance and Impact

Scholarly Reception

The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich was hailed for its meticulous detail,
comprehensive scope, and vivid storytelling. It became a definitive account
for both historians and general readers interested in understanding Nazi
Germany.



Educational and Cultural Influence

The book has been widely used in academic settings to teach about the dangers
of totalitarian regimes, the causes of WWII, and the Holocaust. Its detailed
analysis helps readers grasp the complex interplay of political, social, and
economic forces.

Criticisms and Limitations

While largely celebrated, some critics argue that Shirer’'s perspective is
influenced by the Cold War era’s anti-communist sentiments. Additionally, as
a journalist rather than an academic historian, some have questioned the
interpretive nuances of his work.

Legacy of William Shirer’s Work

Influence on Historical Literature

Shirer’'s detailed narrative set a high standard for popular history books
about Nazi Germany. It inspired subsequent historians and writers to approach
the subject with rigor and depth.

Remaining Relevance Today

The themes of Shirer’s book—such as the dangers of unchecked
authoritarianism, propaganda, and fanaticism-remain relevant in contemporary
discussions about political extremism.

Continuing Educational Value

Despite some criticisms, Shirer’s work continues to serve as an essential
resource for understanding the rise and fall of one of history’s most
infamous regimes. Its vivid storytelling and comprehensive research make it a
timeless reference.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of
Shirer’s Work

William Shirer’s The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich remains a monumental
achievement in historical writing. Through meticulous research, vivid
narration, and insightful analysis, Shirer provides a detailed chronicle of
how Nazi Germany emerged from chaos to become a brutal dictatorship, and how
it ultimately crumbled amidst the devastations of war. The book not only
documents a pivotal chapter of history but also serves as a stark warning of



the perils of totalitarianism, propaganda, and unchecked power. Its legacy
endures as a vital resource for understanding one of the darkest periods in
human history and the importance of safeguarding democratic principles.

If you need a more detailed expansion of any section or additional insights,
feel free to ask!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of William Shirer's 'The Rise
and Fall of the Third Reich'?

The book provides a comprehensive history of Nazi Germany, detailing how
Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party rose to power and ultimately led to World War
IT and the fall of the Third Reich.

Why is William Shirer's book considered a seminal
work on Nazi Germany?

Because it combines detailed research, eyewitness accounts, and Shirer's
journalistic perspective to offer an in-depth and accessible history of the
Nazi regime, making it a foundational text in Holocaust and WWII studies.

What period does 'The Rise and Fall of the Third
Reich' cover?

It covers the period from the early 20th century, including the rise of
Hitler and the Nazi Party, through the fall of Berlin in 1945, ending with
the Nazi defeat in World War II.

How has William Shirer's background as a journalist
influenced his writing of the book?

Shirer’'s background as a foreign correspondent allowed him to provide
firsthand accounts, detailed reporting, and a journalistic perspective on the
events leading to and during the Nazi regime.

What are some of the key themes explored in 'The
Rise and Fall of the Third Reich'?

Key themes include the rise of totalitarianism, the consolidation of power by
Hitler, the mechanisms of Nazi propaganda, the persecution of Jews and
minorities, and the causes and consequences of World War II.



Has 'The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich' been
criticized or challenged academically?

While highly regarded, some critics have pointed out that Shirer’s work
reflects certain biases and limitations of his time, and some details have
been questioned or reinterpreted by later scholars, but it remains a
foundational text.

What impact did Shirer’s book have on public
understanding of Nazi Germany?

The book significantly shaped Western perceptions of Nazi Germany, bringing
detailed, accessible history to a broad audience and increasing awareness of
the atrocities committed under the Third Reich.

Are there any recent editions or adaptations of 'The
Rise and Fall of the Third Reich'?

Yes, the book has been reprinted multiple times, including updated editions
with additional commentary and annotations, and has been adapted into
documentaries and audio formats for modern audiences.

How does William Shirer describe Hitler’s rise to
power in his book?

Shirer details Hitler’s strategic political maneuvers, use of propaganda, and
exploitation of economic and social unrest in Germany to galvanize support
and seize control of the government.

Why is 'The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich' still
relevant today?

The book remains relevant as a detailed case study of how authoritarian
regimes can rise, the dangers of extremism, and the importance of vigilance
against totalitarianism and genocide in contemporary society.

Additional Resources

William Shirer: The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich is a monumental work
that remains one of the most comprehensive and compelling accounts of Nazi
Germany ever written. As a seasoned journalist and historian, Shirer’s
detailed chronicle offers readers an in-depth understanding of the complex
socio-political forces, personalities, and events that shaped one of the
darkest chapters in modern history. This review will delve into the book’s
content, structure, strengths, and weaknesses, providing a thorough analysis
for both history enthusiasts and casual readers alike.



Introduction to William Shirer’s Masterwork

William L. Shirer’s The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich was first published
in 1960 after more than a decade of meticulous research. Drawing upon a vast
array of primary sources—including Nazi documents, personal diaries, and
interviews—Shirer constructs a detailed narrative that traces the ascent of
Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party, their consolidation of power, and
ultimately, their downfall. The book’s significance lies not only in its
comprehensive scope but also in Shirer’s journalistic insight, which lends a
vivid immediacy to the historical account.

Scope and Structure of the Book

Scope

The book covers approximately 600 pages, spanning from Germany’'s post-World
War I turmoil to the defeat of Nazi Germany in 1945. It explores key themes
such as the economic upheaval of the Weimar Republic, the propaganda
machinery, the Nazi ideology, and the military strategy of the Third Reich.
Shirer doesn’t limit himself to political history; he also examines cultural,
social, and diplomatic aspects, providing a holistic view of the era.

Structure

The book is organized into several sections:

- The background and rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party

- The consolidation of power and the establishment of the totalitarian regime
- The aggressive foreign policy and expansionism

- The Second World War and the Holocaust

- The decline, collapse, and fall of Nazi Germany

This logical progression allows readers to follow the chronological
development while also understanding the interconnectedness of various
factors.

Strengths of the Book

Thorough Research and Use of Primary Sources

Shirer’s access to firsthand documents and interviews lends authenticity and
depth to the narrative. His detailed descriptions of events, speeches, and

internal Nazi communications provide a vivid picture of the era. For example,
his recounting of Hitler’'s speeches and internal deliberations gives readers



insight into the Flhrer’s psyche and strategic thinking.

Engaging and Accessible Writing Style

Despite the complexity of the subject matter, Shirer’s writing remains
accessible. He balances scholarly rigor with storytelling flair, making the
book engaging for a broad audience. His ability to weave personal anecdotes,
diplomatic dispatches, and historical analysis creates a compelling narrative
that holds the reader’s interest.

Comprehensive Coverage

Few works offer such an extensive overview of Nazi Germany. Shirer doesn’t
shy away from the uncomfortable truths, including the barbarity of the
Holocaust and the moral failures of the German society. His detailed
chronicle ensures that readers gain a nuanced understanding of how a nation
could descend into such horror.

Educational Value

The book serves as an excellent resource for students, historians, and
general readers seeking an authoritative account of the Third Reich. Its
chronological clarity, combined with thematic insights, makes it a valuable
reference for understanding the causes, events, and consequences of Nazi
rule.

Weaknesses and Criticisms

Potential Bias and Perspective

While Shirer endeavors to provide an objective account, some critics argue
that his background as an American journalist may introduce cultural or
political biases. His portrayal of Hitler and the Nazi leadership tends to be
highly critical, which, while justified, might oversimplify some internal
Nazi dynamics or underestimate the complexity of German society.

Scope Limitations

Despite its breadth, the book inevitably reflects the limitations of
available sources at the time of writing. Certain aspects, such as the
perspectives of ordinary Germans or the detailed inner workings of the Nazi
bureaucracy, might be underrepresented or interpreted through a Western lens.



Density and Length

At over 600 pages, the book can be daunting for casual readers. Its detailed
descriptions and extensive footnotes might slow down those seeking a quicker
overview of the era. For readers interested in a more concise account,
supplementary summaries or abridged editions might be preferable.

Features and Notable Highlights

- Extensive use of primary sources: Shirer’s access to Nazi documents and
diaries provides authenticity.

- Vivid descriptions: The book vividly portrays events like the Reichstag
Fire, the Nuremberg Laws, and the Blitzkrieg campaigns.

- Biographical sketches: In-depth profiles of Hitler, Goebbels, Himmler, and
other key figures.

- Holocaust coverage: A detailed account of the systematic genocide,
emphasizing the moral and human dimensions.

- Analysis of propaganda: Examination of how Nazi propaganda shaped public
opinion and maintained power.

- Diplomatic insights: Insights into the diplomatic failures and diplomatic
negotiations leading up to WWII.

Impact and Legacy

The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich has cemented itself as a foundational
text in the study of Nazi Germany. Its detailed narrative has influenced
countless historians and educators, and it remains a primary recommendation
for anyone seeking a comprehensive understanding of the period. The book also
contributed to the broader awareness of the mechanisms of totalitarian
regimes and the importance of vigilance against such ideologies.

Conclusion: A Landmark in Historical Literature

William Shirer’s The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich stands out as a
towering achievement in historical writing. Its meticulous research, engaging
prose, and comprehensive scope make it an indispensable resource for
understanding one of history’s most turbulent eras. While it has some
limitations, particularly regarding potential biases and the physical length
of the work, these do not diminish its overall value. For readers willing to
invest the time, Shirer’s book offers a profound, detailed, and sobering
account of how a nation can spiral into chaos and destruction, serving as
both a historical record and a stark warning for future generations. Whether
approached as an academic resource or a compelling narrative, it remains a
seminal work that continues to educate and inform decades after its



publication.
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william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: Rise And Fall Of The Third Reich
William L. Shirer, 1990 The classic history of Adolph Hitler's rise to power and his dramatic defeat.

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich
William Lawrence Shirer, 1960

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich
William Lawrence Shirer, 1992 The definitive history of Nazi Germany.

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich
William L. Shirer, 2011-10-23 National Book Award Winner: The definitive account of Nazi Germany
and “one of the most important works of history of our time” (The New York Times). When the Third
Reich fell, it fell swiftly. The Nazis had little time to destroy their memos, their letters, or their
diaries. William L. Shirer’s sweeping account of the Third Reich uses these unique sources,
combined with his experience living in Germany as an international correspondent throughout the
war. The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich earned Shirer a National Book Award and continues to be
recognized as one of the most important and authoritative books about the Third Reich and Nazi
Germany ever written. The diaries of propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels, as well as evidence and
other testimony gained at the Nuremberg Trials, could not have found more artful hands. Shirer
gives a clear, detailed, and well-documented account of how it was that Adolf Hitler almost
succeeded in conquering the world. With millions of copies in print, The Rise and Fall of the Third
Reich is a chilling and illuminating portrait of mankind’s darkest hours. “A monumental work.”
—Theodore H. White

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Rise and Fall of Adolf Hitler William
L. Shirer, 2013-04-18 A concise and timely account of Hitler’'s—and fascism’s—rise to power and
ultimate defeat, from one of America’s most famous journalists. American journalist and author
William L. Shirer was a correspondent for six years in Nazi Germany—and had a front-row seat to
Hitler’s mounting influence. His most definitive work on the subject, The Rise and Fall of the Third
Reich, is a riveting account defined by first-person experience interviewing Hitler, watching his
impassioned speeches, and living in a country transformed by war and dictatorship. Shirer was
originally commissioned to write The Rise and Fall of Adolf Hitler for a young adult audience. This
account loses none of the immediacy of The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich—capturing Hitler’s
ascendence from obscurity, the horror of Nazi Germany’s mass killings, and the paranoia and
insanity that marked the fuhrer’s downfall. This book is by no means simplified—and is sure to
appeal to adults as well as young people with an interest in World War II history. “For nearly 100
years William L Shirer has spoken to us of fascism, Nazis, and Hitler . . . [He] tells the unvarnished
truth as he experienced it . . . I figured this school-type book wasn’t going to tell me anything new.
But when I started reading, I realized that I wasn’t reading for the facts anymore. I listened to his
story and heard the urgency in his voice: a voice from nearly 60 years ago telling us the truth about
today.” —Daily Kos

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich
William Lawrence Shirer, 1985-10-01 The classic history of Adolph Hitler's rise to power and his
dramatic defeat.

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich
William L.. Shirer, 1962

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: Berlin Diary William L. Shirer, 2002-05-28
By the acclaimed journalist and bestselling author of The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, this
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day-by-day, eyewitness account of the momentous events leading up to World War II in Europe is
now available in a new paperback edition. CBS radio broadcaster William L. Shirer was virtually
unknown in 1940 when he decided there might be a book in the diary he had kept in Europe during
the 1930s—specifically those sections dealing with the collapse of the European democracies and
the rise of Nazi Germany. Berlin Diary first appeared in 1941, and the timing was perfect. The
energy, the passion, the electricity in it were palpable. The book was an instant success, and it
became the frame of reference against which thoughtful Americans judged the rush of events in
Europe. It exactly matched journalist to event: the right reporter at the right place at the right time.
It stood, and still stands, as so few books have ever done—a pure act of journalistic witness.

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: "This Is Berlin" William L. Shirer,
2014-11-17 The legendary CBS news journalist’s selection of iconic World War II radio broadcasts
from countries throughout Europe. William L. Shirer was the first journalist hired by CBS to cover
World War II in Europe, where he continued to work for over a decade as a news broadcaster. This
book compiles two and a half years’ worth of wartime broadcasts from Shirer’s time on the ground
during WWIIL. He was with Nazi forces when Hitler invaded Austria and made it a part of Germany
under the Anschluss; he was also the first to report back to the United States on the armistice
between France and Nazi forces in June of 1940. His daily roundup of news from Paris, Vienna,
Berlin, Rome, and London, which documented Nazi Germany and the conditions of countries under
invasion and at war, became famous for its gripping urgency. Shirer brought a sense of immediacy
to the war for listeners in the United States and worldwide, and his later books, including the
seminal Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, became definitive works on World War II history. This
collection of Shirer’s radio broadcasts offers all the original suspense and vivid storytelling of the
time, bringing World War 1I to life for a modern audience.

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Long Night Steve Wick, 2011-08-02
The story of legendary American journalist William L. Shirer and how his first-hand reporting on the
rise of the Nazis and on World War II brought the devastation alive for millions of Americans When
William L. Shirer started up the Berlin bureau of Edward R. Murrow's CBS News in the 1930s, he
quickly became the most trusted reporter in all of Europe. Shirer hit the streets to talk to both the
everyman and the disenfranchised, yet he gained the trust of the Nazi elite and through these
contacts obtained a unique perspective of the party's rise to power. Unlike some of his esteemed
colleagues, he did not fall for Nazi propaganda and warned early of the consequences if the Third
Reich was not stopped. When the Germans swept into Austria in 1938 Shirer was the only American
reporter in Vienna, and he broadcast an eyewitness account of the annexation. In 1940 he was
embedded with the invading German army as it stormed into France and occupied Paris. The Nazis
insisted that the armistice be reported through their channels, yet Shirer managed to circumvent the
German censors and again provided the only live eyewitness account. His notoriety grew inside the
Gestapo, who began to build a charge of espionage against him. His life at risk, Shirer had to escape
from Berlin early in the war. When he returned in 1946 to cover the Nuremberg trials, Shirer had
seen the full arc of the Nazi menace. It was that experience that inspired him to write The Rise and
Fall of the Third Reich—the magisterial, definitive history of the most brutal ten years the modern
world had known—which has sold millions of copies and has become a classic. Drawing on
never-before-seen journals and letters from Shirer's time in Germany, award-winning reporter Steve
Wick brings to life the maverick journalist as he watched history unfold and first shared it with the
world.

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The rise and fall of Adolf Hitler William
Lawrence Shirer, 1984

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Collapse of the Third Republic William
L. Shirer, 2014-10-22 The National Book Award-winning historian’s “vivid and moving” eyewitness
account of the fall of France to Hitler’s Third Reich at the outset of WWII (The New York Times). As
an international war correspondent and radio commentator during World War II, William L. Shirer
didn’t just research the fall of France. He was there. In just six weeks, he watched the Third Reich



topple one of the world’s oldest military powers—and institute a rule of terror and paranoia. Based
on in-person conversations with the leaders, diplomats, generals, and ordinary citizens who both
shaped the events and lived through them, Shirer constructs a compelling account of historical
events without losing sight of the human experience. From the heroic efforts of the Freedom
Fighters to the tactical military misjudgments that caused the fall and the daily realities of life for
French citizens under Nazi rule, this fascinating and exhaustively documented account brings this
significant episode of history to life. “This is a companion effort to Shirer’s The Rise and Fall of the
Third Reich, also voluminous but very readable, reflecting once again both Shirer’s own experience
and an enormous mass of historical material well digested and assimilated.” —Kirkus Reviews
(starred review)

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Nightmare Years, 1930-1940
William L. Shirer, 2001 As European correspondent for a number of American newspapers during
the 1930s, William L. Shirer witnessed at first hand many of the pivotal events in the buildup to
World War II. At the Nuremberg rallies, when Hitler roared through the streets celebrating his
newly-won domination of Germany, Shirer was there. In Munich, as Chamberlain abandoned the
Czechs, Shirer was there. In Vienna during the night of the Anschluss, in Berlin, when Hitler loosed
his Blitzkrieg on Poland and began the war, Shirer was there. Through articles, broadcasts and
translations of Hitler's speeches, Shirer tirelessly tried to warn the world of the terrible evil that was
growing in Germany. The Nightmare Years, a No. I bestseller when first published in America in
1984, is not only the fascinating eyewitness account of this cataclysmic decade, but also the more
personal story of a young American caught in tense and desperate times, struggling to survive and
provide a life for himself and his family as the world lurched inexorably towards war. 'More than any
conventional history book, Shirer's memoirs let a reader relive history' -People 'A superb journalist.
..Shirer was close enough to Hitler to feel the Nazi leader's messianic personal force. ..An unusually
fine book' -Time 'No one ever did more to explain the rise of the Nazis' -Barbara Tuchman 'An
outstanding achievement of journalistic history; indeed it is the best kind of accurate and absorbing
history' -Washington Post

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Nightmare Years, 1930-1940 William
L. Shirer, 2014-01-30 The famous journalist and author of The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich
documents his front row seat at the pivotal events leading up to World War II. In the second of a
three-volume series, William L. Shirer tells the story of his own eventful life, detailing the most
notable moments of his career as a journalist stationed in Germany during the rise of the Third
Reich. Shirer was there while Hitler celebrated his new domination of Germany, unleashed the
Blitzkrieg on Poland, and began the conflict that would come to be known as World War II. This
remarkable account tells the story of an American reporter caught in a maelstrom of war and
politics, desperately trying to warn Europe and the United States about the dangers to come. This
memoir gives readers a chance to relive one of the most turbulent periods in twentieth century
history—painting a stunningly intimate portrait of a dangerous decade. “Mr. Shirer stirs the ashes of
memory in a personal way that results in both a strong view of world events and of the need for
outspoken journalism. Had Mr. Shirer been merely a bland ‘objective’ reporter without passion while
covering Hitler’s Third Reich, this book and his other histories could never have been written.”
—The New York Times

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich
William L. Shirer, 1995

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Rise and Fall of the United States
Donald Przebowski, 2009-06-11 This is my fourth literary work. The fi rst novel, Aryan, the Last
Prussian examined man, war and society; the second novel, Over the Rainbow was concerned with
man and tyranny; and the third novel, Heroic Hearts focused on doctors in World War II. This
historical work examines the rise and fall of nations, the fundamental values upon which each nation
was erected, and the reasons for each nations collapse. The Greek historian Polybius proposed that
each nation experienced an evolutionary cycle: democracy, oligarchy, dictatorship, tyranny and



collapse. For the United States that evolutionary cycle is: individualism, democracy, oligarchy,
tyranny and collapse. The United States is experiencing its fi nal phase: tyranny. Its survival depends
upon the strength of the fundamental values upon which the nation was erected: individualism,
self-reliance and self-interest. This work will demonstrate that the fall of the U.S. is inevitable, and I
have selected from history those ideas and events that will lead to its fi nal collapse.

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Collapse of the Third Republic William
Lawrence Shirer, 1972

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Third Reich Thomas Childers,
2017-10-10 “Riveting...An elegantly composed study, important and even timely” (Kirkus Reviews,
starred review) history of the Third Reich—how Adolf Hitler and a core group of Nazis rose from
obscurity to power and plunged the world into World War II. In “the new definitive volume on the
subject” (Houston Press), Thomas Childers shows how the young Hitler became passionately
political and anti-Semitic as he lived on the margins of society. Fueled by outrage at the punitive
terms imposed on Germany by the Versailles Treaty, he found his voice and drew a loyal following.
As his views developed, Hitler attracted like-minded colleagues who formed the nucleus of the
nascent Nazi party. Between 1924 and 1929, Hitler and his party languished in obscurity on the
radical fringes of German politics, but the onset of the Great Depression gave them the opportunity
to move into the mainstream. Hitler blamed Germany’s misery on the victorious allies, the Marxists,
the Jews, and big business—and the political parties that represented them. By 1932 the Nazis had
become the largest political party in Germany, and within six months they transformed a
dysfunctional democracy into a totalitarian state and began the inexorable march to World War II
and the Holocaust. It is these fraught times that Childers brings to life: the Nazis’ unlikely rise and
how they consolidated their power once they achieved it. Based in part on German documents
seldom used by previous historians, The Third Reich is a “powerful...reminder of what happens when
power goes unchecked” (San Francisco Book Review). This is the most comprehensive and readable
one-volume history of Nazi Germany since the classic The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich.

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: In the House of the Hangman Jeffrey K.
Olick, 2005-09 The central question for both the victors and the vanquished of World War II was just
how widely the stain of guilt would spread over Germany. Political leaders and intellectuals on both
sides of the conflict debated whether support for National Socialism tainted Germany's entire
population and thus discredited the nation's history and culture. The tremendous challenge that
Allied officials and German thinkers faced as the war closed, then, was how to limn a postwar
German identity that accounted for National Socialism without irrevocably damning the idea and
character of Germany as a whole. In the House of the Hangman chronicles this delicate process,
exploring key debates about the Nazi past and German future during the later years of World War II
and its aftermath. What did British and American leaders think had given rise to National Socialism,
and how did these beliefs shape their intentions for occupation? What rhetorical and symbolic tools
did Germans develop for handling the insidious legacy of Nazism? Considering these and other
questions, Jeffrey K. Olick explores the processes of accommodation and rejection that Allied plans
for a new German state inspired among the German intelligentsia. He also examines heated
struggles over the value of Germany's institutional and political heritage. Along the way, he
demonstrates how the moral and political vocabulary for coming to terms with National Socialism in
Germany has been of enduring significance—as a crucible not only of German identity but also of
contemporary thinking about memory and social justice more generally. Given the current war in
Iraq, the issues contested during Germany's abjection and reinvention—how to treat a defeated
enemy, how to place episodes within wider historical trajectories, how to distinguish varieties of
victimhood—are as urgent today as they were sixty years ago, and In the House of the Hangman
offers readers an invaluable historical perspective on these critical questions.

william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich: The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich
Jack KAUFMAN, 1968



Related to william shirer the rise and fall of the third reich
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