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Edinburgh, the capital city of Scotland, is renowned for its rich history, stunning architecture, and
vibrant cultural scene. When exploring the geographical and administrative aspects of Edinburgh,
many people wonder: what county is Edinburgh in? This question often arises due to the complex
historical and administrative boundaries that have evolved over centuries. In this article, we will delve
into the historical counties of Scotland, the current administrative divisions, and clarify exactly where
Edinburgh fits within these boundaries.

---

Historical Context of Scottish Counties

To understand the county in which Edinburgh is located, it is essential to grasp the historical
development of Scottish counties and their significance.

Origins of Scottish Counties
Scotland's counties, known as "shires," date back to medieval times. They were established primarily
for administrative, judicial, and military purposes. Many of these boundaries have remained relatively
consistent, although some have changed or been replaced over time.

Role of Counties in Scottish History
Counties played a vital role in shaping local governance, land ownership, and regional identity. They
served as units for taxation, law enforcement, and local administration.

---

Current Administrative Divisions of Scotland

In recent decades, Scotland has undergone administrative restructuring, leading to the creation of
council areas that sometimes differ from traditional counties.

The Scottish Council Areas
Since 1996, Scotland has been divided into 32 council areas, which serve as the primary local
government units. These areas are responsible for local services such as education, transportation,
and planning.



Relationship Between Traditional Counties and Council Areas
While traditional counties are still recognized historically and culturally, they no longer serve as
administrative boundaries. Instead, council areas are used for local governance, though many people
still refer to traditional county names colloquially.

---

Which County is Edinburgh Located In?

Understanding where Edinburgh fits requires distinguishing between historic counties and current
administrative divisions.

Edinburgh's Historical County
Historically, Edinburgh was part of the county of Midlothian, often called "Midlothian" or "Murray" in
older records.

Official Administrative Location
Today, Edinburgh is situated within the City of Edinburgh council area, which functions as a unitary
authority. This means that for local governance, Edinburgh is not part of a larger county but is a
standalone administrative region.

Traditional County vs. Modern Governance
- Traditional County: Midlothian (historical context)
- Modern Administrative Area: City of Edinburgh council area

---

Understanding the Historical County of Midlothian

To gain a comprehensive understanding, let's explore the traditional county that Edinburgh was part
of:

Location and Boundaries
Midlothian is situated southeast of the Scottish capital, encompassing Edinburgh and surrounding
towns and villages.



Historical Significance
- It was established as a shire in medieval times.
- Historically, it served as a key administrative and judicial region.

Current Status
While Midlothian remains a ceremonial county used for certain administrative and ceremonial
purposes, it no longer functions as a governing body.

---

Other Relevant Administrative and Ceremonial
Boundaries

Aside from the traditional and modern divisions, there are other boundaries worth noting:

Ceremonial Counties
Ceremonial counties in Scotland are used for the purposes of lieutenancy and include traditional
county boundaries. Edinburgh, as part of Midlothian, is within the Midlothian ceremonial county.

Lieutenancy Areas
Lieutenancy areas are used for the appointment of Lord-Lieutenants. Edinburgh falls within the
Midlothian lieutenancy.

Parliamentary Constituencies
In terms of political representation, Edinburgh is divided among several constituencies for the UK
Parliament and the Scottish Parliament, which do not necessarily align with historic counties.

---

Summary: Clarifying the Question

To succinctly answer the question:

Historically, Edinburgh was part of the county of Midlothian.1.

Administratively today, Edinburgh is a city and a council area on its own, known as the City of2.
Edinburgh.



Ceremonially, Edinburgh is still associated with Midlothian, which functions as a ceremonial and3.
lieutenancy area.

---

Why Does the County Question Matter?

Understanding the distinction between historical, administrative, and ceremonial boundaries is
important for various reasons:

Genealogy and Historical Research: Knowing the historic county (Midlothian) helps locate old
records.

Legal and Administrative Purposes: Modern governance is based on council areas, so Edinburgh
operates independently of traditional counties.

Cultural Identity: Many residents and institutions still identify with traditional counties, including
Midlothian.

Travel and Geography: Recognizing boundary differences aids in navigation and regional
understanding.

---

Additional Insights into Edinburgh’s Location and
Regional Identity

While the main focus is on counties, it’s useful to understand how Edinburgh’s geographical location
influences its identity:

Geographical Position
- Situated on the southern shore of the Firth of Forth.
- Surrounded by the historic county of Midlothian, with neighboring regions like East Lothian and West
Lothian.

Regional and Cultural Identity
- Edinburgh often stands apart due to its status as the capital and cultural hub.
- It is part of the historic Lothian region, which also includes East and West Lothian.



---

Conclusion

In conclusion, the question of what county Edinburgh is in can be answered from various
perspectives:

- Historically, Edinburgh was part of Midlothian.
- Administratively today, Edinburgh is a city council area called the City of Edinburgh.
- Ceremonially, Edinburgh still falls within the boundaries of Midlothian.

Understanding these distinctions provides clarity and enriches one’s knowledge of Scotland’s complex
regional geography. Whether for historical research, travel, or cultural appreciation, recognizing the
layered boundaries helps appreciate Edinburgh’s unique position within Scotland.

---

If you're interested in exploring more about Edinburgh's history, administrative divisions, or travel
tips, stay tuned for our detailed guides and updates.

Frequently Asked Questions

What county is Edinburgh located in?
Edinburgh is situated within the historic county of Midlothian, Scotland.

Is Edinburgh part of Midlothian county?
Yes, Edinburgh is primarily in Midlothian, although it has a complex administrative history.

Has Edinburgh always been in Midlothian county?
Historically, Edinburgh was part of Midlothian, but administrative boundaries have changed over time.

What is the administrative county for Edinburgh today?
Today, Edinburgh is a city with its own council area and is not part of a traditional county for
administrative purposes.

Does Edinburgh belong to any specific county now?
In modern administrative terms, Edinburgh is a city council area and does not belong to a specific
county.



Are there any other counties associated with Edinburgh?
Historically, Edinburgh was in Midlothian, but in contemporary governance, it functions independently
of county designations.

Why is Edinburgh considered part of Midlothian historically?
Because historically, Edinburgh was within the boundaries of Midlothian, but administrative
boundaries have evolved over time, and now it functions as a separate city council area.

Additional Resources
What county is Edinburgh in? This question often arises among travelers, students, historians, and
residents alike as they seek to understand the geographic and administrative placement of Scotland’s
capital city. Edinburgh, renowned for its historic landmarks, vibrant cultural scene, and political
significance, is situated in a specific administrative region that has evolved over centuries. To fully
grasp the answer, it is essential to explore the historical counties of Scotland, the administrative
boundaries in modern times, and how Edinburgh fits into this geographical tapestry.

---

Historical Context of Scottish Counties

The Origins of Scottish Counties
Historically, Scottish counties, also known as shires, emerged during the medieval period, primarily in
the 12th and 13th centuries. These divisions were initially based on the territories of local lords and
were formalized over time for administrative, judicial, and taxation purposes. The concept of counties
in Scotland was heavily influenced by Norman and Anglo-Saxon models, but they also retained unique
Celtic elements.

The counties served as fundamental units of local governance, with county councils established in the
late 19th century under the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1889. These counties became the
primary administrative regions until significant reforms in the late 20th and early 21st centuries.

Traditional vs. Administrative Counties
It’s crucial to differentiate between traditional (or historic) counties and the modern administrative
boundaries:

- Traditional counties: These are based on historical boundaries and are often used in cultural,
genealogical, or sporting contexts.
- Administrative counties: These are current governmental regions responsible for local services,
which may not align perfectly with traditional borders.



In Scotland, the historic counties include names like Midlothian, Lanarkshire, and Angus, among
others. However, administrative boundaries have shifted significantly over time, especially following
local government reorganization.

---

Modern Administrative Structure of Scotland

Unitary Authorities and Regions
Since 1996, Scotland has been divided into 32 unitary authorities, each with its own council
responsible for local governance. These authorities are designed to streamline administration,
replacing the previous two-tier system of counties and districts.

In this context, Edinburgh falls under the jurisdiction of the City of Edinburgh Council, which functions
as a unitary authority. This means that for governance purposes, Edinburgh is managed as a single
entity rather than being part of a larger county.

Lieutenancy Areas and Cultural Regions
Though administrative boundaries have changed, certain regions like lieutenancy areas remain
significant for ceremonial purposes. Edinburgh is part of the lieutenancy area of the City of Edinburgh,
which coincides with its council boundaries.

Culturally and historically, Edinburgh is often associated with the historic county of Midlothian, which
is discussed in the next section.

---

What County is Edinburgh in? The Traditional and
Historical Perspective

Midlothian: The Historic County
The most accurate answer to the question “what county is Edinburgh in?” from a historical standpoint
is Midlothian. Historically, Midlothian was one of the 33 historic counties of Scotland, and it
encompassed the city of Edinburgh and its surrounding areas.

- Geographical Extent: Midlothian stretched from the southern parts of Edinburgh outwards into the
Scottish Borders and the surrounding countryside.
- Historical Significance: The county played a vital role in Scotland’s medieval and early modern
history, serving as a hub for trade, governance, and military operations.



Today, Midlothian is still recognized as a distinct council area, but its borders are somewhat different
from the historic boundaries, which have been adjusted over centuries.

The Role of Midlothian in Scottish History
Midlothian’s significance extends beyond its geographic boundaries. It was a central area during the
Wars of Scottish Independence and has a rich cultural heritage, including historic towns like Dalkeith
and Bonnyrigg. Edinburgh’s proximity to Midlothian has historically influenced its development as a
political, educational, and cultural center.

---

Why Is the Confusion About Edinburgh’s County?

Changing Administrative Boundaries
One of the main reasons for confusion is the complex history of administrative reforms in Scotland.
Over the years, counties have been replaced or overlapped by modern administrative regions, leading
to a disconnect between traditional and current boundaries.

- 1996 Reforms: Transition from counties and districts to 32 unitary authorities.
- Cultural Identity: Despite administrative changes, many residents and institutions continue to
identify with historic counties like Midlothian.

Use of the Term “County” in Contemporary Contexts
In modern Scotland, the term “county” is often used in a cultural or ceremonial sense rather than an
official administrative one. For example, postal addresses, sporting organizations, and historical
references still mention counties such as Midlothian when referring to Edinburgh’s broader area.

---

Summary and Conclusion

Final Answer
In the context of historical and traditional geography, Edinburgh is located in Midlothian, a historic
county of Scotland. This designation reflects its longstanding geographic and cultural ties to the
Midlothian area, which has shaped its identity over centuries.



Modern Administrative Perspective
From an administrative standpoint, Edinburgh is a unitary authority within the City of Edinburgh
Council area. It is not part of a larger county for governance purposes, but rather a standalone
administrative region.

The Broader Significance
Understanding which county Edinburgh is in offers insights into Scottish history, administrative
evolution, and cultural identity. While contemporary governance is organized around local councils,
the historical counties like Midlothian remain vital in understanding Scotland’s regional heritage.

---

Additional Points of Interest
- Cultural Significance: Many festivals, traditions, and historical sites in Edinburgh are associated with
the wider Midlothian area.
- Geographical Boundaries: The boundary between Edinburgh and neighboring regions like East
Lothian or West Lothian further complicates the picture, as these areas have distinct identities and
histories.
- Tourism and Heritage: Visitors often explore not only Edinburgh’s city center but also the
surrounding historic counties and regions to gain a comprehensive understanding of Scotland’s rich
past.

---

In conclusion, while modern governance places Edinburgh within the City of Edinburgh council area,
its roots lie firmly in the historic county of Midlothian. Recognizing this duality is essential for anyone
seeking to understand Edinburgh’s place within Scotland’s complex geographic and administrative
landscape.
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