
the hound of the baskervilles book
The Hound of the Baskervilles Book is a timeless classic in the detective
fiction genre, written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. As one of the most famous
Sherlock Holmes novels, it has captivated readers for over a century with its
intriguing plot, atmospheric setting, and compelling characters. This article
explores the key themes, plot details, and historical significance of The
Hound of the Baskervilles book, providing insights into why it remains a
must-read for fans of mystery and detective stories.

Overview of The Hound of the Baskervilles Book

Background and Publication
Published in 1902, The Hound of the Baskervilles is the ninth novel featuring
Sherlock Holmes and Dr. John Watson. Though written after some of the other
Holmes stories, it was set earlier in the timeline, taking place in the
moorlands of Devonshire. The novel was serialized in The Strand Magazine
before being published as a standalone book, contributing to its widespread
popularity.

Plot Summary
The story revolves around the mysterious death of Sir Charles Baskerville,
who is believed to have been killed by a supernatural hound haunting his
family. To investigate the case, Sherlock Holmes and Watson are called upon.
Holmes deduces that the legend of the demonic hound is more than just
folklore and that human motives are behind the terrifying events. Watson is
sent to Baskerville Hall to observe and gather evidence, uncovering secrets
and confronting danger along the way.

Major Themes in The Hound of the Baskervilles

Supernatural vs. Rational Explanation
One of the central themes in The Hound of the Baskervilles is the conflict
between superstition and logic. The legend of the ghostly hound represents
irrational fear and myth, but Holmes employs scientific reasoning and
deductive skills to uncover the real motives behind the supposed supernatural
occurrences.



Inheritance and Family Legacy
The novel explores how family history and inherited curses influence
characters’ lives. The Baskerville family’s ancestral curse serves as a
backdrop for the story, emphasizing how past deeds and legends can shape
present events.

Good vs. Evil

The novel portrays the battle between moral righteousness and malicious
intent.

The heroism of Holmes and Watson contrasts with the sinister motives of
the antagonist.

Key Characters in The Hound of the Baskervilles

Sherlock Holmes
The legendary detective uses his exceptional deductive reasoning to unravel
the mystery. Holmes’s keen observational skills and scientific approach are
central to solving the case.

Dr. John Watson
Holmes’s loyal friend and confidant, Watson, acts as the narrator for much of
the story. His practical perspective complements Holmes’s analytical mind.

Sir Henry Baskerville
The heir to the Baskerville estate, Sir Henry is a central figure in the
story. His arrival at Baskerville Hall sparks the unfolding of the mystery.

Stapleton
Mr. Stapleton is a naturalist and neighbor to the Baskerville family. His
mysterious behavior and connection to the legend make him a key suspect.



Mrs. Barrymore and Barrymore
The household servants, whose actions and motives add layers of intrigue to
the story.

Setting and Atmosphere

The Moors of Devonshire
The novel’s setting in the desolate, mist-covered moors creates a foreboding
atmosphere that enhances the suspense. The rugged landscape, with its hidden
paths and eerie bogs, plays a vital role in the story’s mood.

Baskerville Hall
The ancestral estate provides a gothic backdrop, emphasizing themes of
tradition, legacy, and mystery. Its isolated location makes it the perfect
setting for a detective story filled with secrets.

Impact and Legacy of The Hound of the
Baskervilles

Influence on Detective Fiction
As one of the most celebrated works in Sherlock Holmes canon, The Hound of
the Baskervilles established many conventions of detective fiction, such as
the use of scientific reasoning and the importance of logical deduction. Its
success inspired countless detective stories and adaptations across various
media.

Adaptations and Cultural References
The novel has been adapted into numerous films, television series, radio
dramas, and stage productions. Notable adaptations include:

The 1939 film starring Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce.

The 1988 British television series.

The 2002 BBC adaptation.

Its iconic imagery, especially the spectral hound, has become a staple in



popular culture, influencing horror and mystery genres.

Why Read The Hound of the Baskervilles Today?

Timeless Appeal
The novel’s masterful blend of gothic atmosphere, suspense, and logical
deduction continues to captivate readers. Its themes of rationality
confronting superstition remain relevant in contemporary discussions about
science and belief.

Educational Value
Readers can learn about deductive reasoning, forensic science, and the
importance of critical thinking through Holmes’s methods. The book also
offers insight into Victorian society and its values.

Entertainment and Adventure
With its suspenseful plot, vivid characters, and eerie setting, The Hound of
the Baskervilles provides a thrilling reading experience that keeps readers
engaged from start to finish.

Conclusion
The Hound of the Baskervilles book remains a pillar of detective literature,
showcasing Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s storytelling brilliance. Its compelling
combination of mystery, gothic atmosphere, and rational investigation has
ensured its place in literary history. Whether you are a longtime fan of
Sherlock Holmes or new to the series, reading this novel offers a rich
experience filled with suspense, intrigue, and timeless themes. Dive into the
moors, uncover the secrets behind the legend, and discover why this classic
continues to enthrall readers around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Hound of the
Baskervilles'?
The novel follows Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson as they investigate the
mysterious death of Sir Charles Baskerville and the legend of a supernatural



hound terrorizing the Baskerville family on the moor.

Who is the author of 'The Hound of the
Baskervilles'?
Arthur Conan Doyle is the author of 'The Hound of the Baskervilles'.

What role does the legend of the supernatural hound
play in the story?
The legend of the spectral hound serves as the central mystery and atmosphere
of fear, leading characters to believe in a supernatural curse affecting the
Baskerville family.

How does Sherlock Holmes solve the mystery in the
novel?
Holmes uncovers that the supposed supernatural hound is a real dog used by
the villain to frighten and eliminate members of the Baskerville family,
revealing a human motive behind the legend.

Why is 'The Hound of the Baskervilles' considered
one of Sherlock Holmes's most famous cases?
Because of its atmospheric setting, intricate plot, and the blend of
supernatural elements with rational investigation, making it a classic
example of detective fiction.

Additional Resources
The Hound of the Baskervilles is a quintessential work of detective fiction
that has captivated readers for over a century. Authored by Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle, this novel features the legendary detective Sherlock Holmes and his
loyal companion Dr. John Watson as they unravel the mysterious death of Sir
Charles Baskerville and the legend surrounding a supernatural hound haunting
the Baskerville family. Its compelling blend of Gothic horror, Victorian
intrigue, and sharp detective work has cemented its status as one of the most
beloved and enduring mysteries in literary history.

Overview of The Hound of the Baskervilles

Published in 1902, The Hound of the Baskervilles is often considered one of
Conan Doyle’s greatest works. It was written after Holmes’s apparent death in
"The Final Problem," yet it was published before Doyle’s return to the
character in later stories. The novel is set predominantly in the moorlands
of Devon, England, where the Baskerville family’s ancestral home lies. The
story is narrated through Watson’s perspective, offering an intimate look at



the investigation and Holmes’s brilliant deductive reasoning.

The plot revolves around the legend of a supernatural hound that has
supposedly cursed the Baskerville family for generations, causing mysterious
deaths. When Sir Charles Baskerville is found dead on the moor, Watson is
dispatched to investigate and protect the heir, Sir Henry Baskerville. The
novel expertly weaves folklore, suspense, and rational detective work to
create a gripping narrative that keeps readers guessing until the final
revelation.

Themes and Motifs

Gothic Atmosphere and Supernatural Elements

One of the most striking features of The Hound of the Baskervilles is its
Gothic atmosphere. The moor, with its swirling fog, eerie howls, and desolate
landscape, creates a foreboding backdrop that enhances the suspense. The
legend of the supernatural hound embodies themes of fear, superstition, and
the power of myth to influence human behavior.

Rationality versus Superstition

Conan Doyle juxtaposes the supernatural legend with Holmes’s rational
detective methods, emphasizing the Victorian belief in science and logic. The
novel explores how superstitions can be manipulated or misunderstood, and how
rational inquiry can dispel myths that threaten rational society.

Family Legacy and Honor

The Baskerville family’s history, including the curse and the tragedies that
have befallen its members, underscores themes of family honor, inheritance,
and the consequences of ancestral sins. The novel delves into how past
secrets influence present events.

Character Analysis

Sherlock Holmes

Holmes’s portrayal in this novel is classic—brilliant, perceptive, and
analytical. His methodical approach to solving the mystery is showcased
through deductive reasoning, keen observation, and scientific inquiry.
Holmes’s logical prowess shines as he unravels the complex web of legend and
deception.

Dr. Watson

As the narrator, Watson provides a grounded perspective, often expressing
skepticism towards the supernatural elements while documenting Holmes’s
insights. His loyalty and bravery are evident as he ventures into the moor to
observe and protect Sir Henry.



Sir Henry Baskerville

The young, impulsive heir to the Baskerville estate, Sir Henry is both brave
and somewhat naive. His desire to claim his inheritance makes him a target
for danger. His character provides a contrast to Holmes’s cool rationality.

Stapleton

The antagonist of the story, Stapleton, is a cunning and sinister figure who
manipulates the legend of the hound for personal gain. His character adds
layers of deception and menace to the plot.

Other Characters

- Dr. Mortimer: The initial introducer of Sir Charles’s death and the one who
seeks Holmes’s help.
- Barrymore: The household servant with a secret.
- Selden: The escaped convict lurking in the moor, adding an element of
danger and mystery.

Plot Summary

The novel begins with Dr. Mortimer consulting Holmes and Watson about Sir
Charles Baskerville’s death, which appears to be caused by a spectral hound.
The legend suggests that a demonic hound haunts the Baskerville family,
punishing them for their ancestors’ sins. Holmes, initially skeptical, agrees
to investigate remotely, sending Watson to accompany Sir Henry to Baskerville
Hall.

Watson’s observations reveal strange occurrences—mysterious footprints,
threatening notes, and suspicious characters on the moor. As Watson explores,
he uncovers Stapleton’s true identity and motives, realizing that the
supposed supernatural hound is a real, ferocious dog trained to attack.
Stapleton’s plan is to eliminate Sir Henry so he can claim the Baskerville
estate, as he is a descendant of the Baskerville family.

Holmes, meanwhile, devises a plan to trap Stapleton. The climax unfolds on
the treacherous moor, where the killer’s attempt to kill Sir Henry with the
trained hound is thwarted. Stapleton is revealed to be the villain, and the
real nature of the hound—an aggressive, trained dog—comes to light. Justice
is served, and the legend is dispelled.

Literary Significance and Impact

Innovation in Detective Fiction

The Hound of the Baskervilles is celebrated for elevating detective fiction
from mere puzzle stories to a sophisticated exploration of character,
atmosphere, and social themes. Conan Doyle’s meticulous plotting and
character development set new standards for the genre.



Gothic Nostalgia

The novel successfully combines Gothic horror elements with the rational
detective story, appealing to a broad audience. Its atmospheric setting and
legendary motif have influenced countless adaptations, including films, TV
series, and stage productions.

Cultural Legacy

The novel’s enduring popularity has cemented the image of Sherlock Holmes as
a cultural icon. Phrases like “the game is afoot” and images of the moors and
the spectral hound have become ingrained in popular culture.

Pros and Cons

Pros

- Rich atmospheric setting: The moorlands and Baskerville Hall create a
vivid, immersive experience.
- Engaging blend of folklore and logic: Balances supernatural intrigue with
rational detective work.
- Strong characterizations: Particularly Holmes, Watson, and Stapleton.
- Timeless themes: Explores universal themes of fear, inheritance, and
deception.
- Masterful pacing: Maintains suspense from start to finish.

Cons

- Slow initial pace: Some readers may find the early chapters slow as
characters and background are introduced.
- Limited Holmes presence: Holmes’s involvement is less direct compared to
other stories, which might disappoint fans seeking more Holmesian action.
- Supernatural elements: The legend of the hound may seem cliché or overused
to modern readers, though the novel reveals a rational explanation.

Features and Highlights

- Atmospheric descriptions: The novel vividly depicts the bleak, misty moors
and Gothic mansion.
- Twist endings: Stapleton’s true identity and motives are revealed
dramatically.
- Use of folklore: The incorporation of legend adds depth and cultural
texture.
- Intricate plotting: Multiple false leads and red herrings keep readers
engaged.
- Psychological depth: Explores characters’ fears and motivations.

Conclusion

The Hound of the Baskervilles stands as a masterful amalgamation of Gothic
horror, detective ingenuity, and social commentary. Its enduring appeal lies



in Conan Doyle’s skillful storytelling, memorable characters, and the
atmospheric setting that elevates the simple mystery into a layered narrative
about myth, reality, and human nature. Whether you are a fan of classic
detective stories, Gothic tales, or compelling storytelling, this novel
offers a richly rewarding experience that continues to resonate with
audiences today. Its influence on the detective genre and popular culture
remains profound, making it a must-read for anyone interested in the art of
storytelling and the enduring allure of Sherlock Holmes.

The Hound Of The Baskervilles Book

  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles Arthur Conan Doyle, 2006
This edition is written in bold and font size 24. The Hound of the Baskervilles: Large Print is also
available in font size 16. When Sir Charles Baskerville is found dead with only gigantic paw prints
nearby to suggest his cause of death, the locals tell of witnessing a hellish hound that has been
stalking the moor. In this, Sherlock Holmes' most celebrated case, the great detective must pit his
wits against one of his greatest adversaries. This book has been adapted many times for stage and
screen and is as popular today as it was when it was first published over a hundred years ago. For
more information on our large print and extra large print books, why not visit us online, or go to
Amazon and search for: www.firestonebooks.com
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles Arthur Conan Doyle,
Pauline Francis, 2007 'The Hound of the Baskervilles' tells the story of the curse of the Baskerville
family - a family haunted by a terrifying hound on Dartmoor. The beast is though to be responsible
for killing many family members of the Baskerville family. Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson arrive to
investigate.
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles: Usborne Classics Retold
Henry Brook, 2013-09-01 The world's most famous detective is brought to life for a new generation
of readers in this gripping retelling of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's classic tale. When Sir Charles
Baskerville is found dead in peculiar circumstances, Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson are called in to
investigate. Could the death have something to do with the monstrous hound said to haunt the
Baskerville family? And will Holmes and Watson solve the mystery before another innocent man is
claimed by the terrible Baskerville curse?
  the hound of the baskervilles book: THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES Arthur Conan
Doyle, 2023-12-01 In The Hound of the Baskervilles, Arthur Conan Doyle masterfully weaves a gothic
tale of mystery and suspense that showcases the formidable intellect of his iconic detective,
Sherlock Holmes. Set against the eerie backdrop of the bleak moors of Devonshire, the narrative
unfolds through a mix of first-person journal entries and third-person omniscient narration,
enhancing both the immediacy and the sense of foreboding. This novel not only reflects the Victorian
fascination with the supernatural and the unknown but also engages with themes of rationality
versus superstition, which were prevalent during the era of its publication in 1902, thus reinforcing
Holmes'Äôs role as a champion of scientific reasoning in a world rife with myth and fear. Arthur
Conan Doyle, a physician by profession and a keen observer of human nature, drew on his interests
in folklore, archaeology, and the supernatural when crafting this suspenseful tale. The inspiration for
the plot is believed to have stemmed from a Devonshire legend about a ghostly hound, which
resonated with Doyle'Äôs fascination for the macabre. His own experiences in the moorland regions
further contributed to the vivid and atmospheric setting that envelops the narrative. For enthusiasts
of mystery and literature alike, The Hound of the Baskervilles is an indispensable read that not only
sharpens the intellect through its intricate plot but also captivates the imagination with its rich
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descriptive language and tense atmosphere. Whether you are an ardent fan of detective fiction or a
newcomer to the genre, Doyle's work promises to enthrall and challenge your perceptions of fear
and reason.
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles , 2013-04-27 The Hound of
the Baskervilles
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,
2023 The young Sir Henry Baskerville has inherited an estate in southeastern England – Baskerville
Hall on Dartmoor Heath. Out in the darkness and mist over the heath, according to an ancient
legend, there is a grotesque, murderous black hound that hundreds of years ago is said to have
killed an ancestor of the Baskerville family. And beside the recently deceased Sir Charles
Baskerville’s body, traces of something resembling an enormous dog have been found. The case
intrigues the discerning detective Sherlock Holmes, and he sends his friend and companion Dr.
Watson to the gloomy Baskerville Hall to honour the deceased and investigate the heath, its
inhabitants, and its myths. Initially, both Holmes and Watson dismiss the stories of the demon dog,
but before the mystery is solved, the mist and darkness will thicken. The Hound of the Baskervilles is
Arthur Conan Doyle’s third novel about the genius detective Sherlock Holmes. The story was first
serialized in The Strand Magazine in 1901 and 1902. SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE [1859-1930], was
a Scottish physician and author, best known for his stories about the groundbreaking master
detective Sherlock Holmes. Doyle wrote a total of 56 short stories and four novels about Sherlock
Holmes and his constant companion Dr. Watson.
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles - Arthur Conan Doyle
Arthur Conan Doyle, 2021-07-28 We owe The Hound of the Baskervilles (1902) to Arthur Conan
Doyles good friend Fletcher Bobbles Robinson, who took him to visit some scary English moors and
prehistoric ruins, and told him marvelous local legends about escaped prisoners and a 17th-century
aristocrat who fell afoul of the family dog. Doyle transmogrified the legend: generations ago, a
hound of hell tore out the throat of devilish Hugo Baskerville on the moonlit moor. Poor, accursed
Baskerville Hall now has another mysterious death: that of Sir Charles Baskerville. Could the culprit
somehow be mixed up with secretive servant Barrymore, history-obsessed Dr. Frankland,
butterfly-chasing Stapleton, or Selden, the Notting Hill murderer at large? Someones been signaling
with candles from the mansions windows. Nor can supernatural forces be ruled out. Can Dr. Watson
left alone by Sherlock Holmes to sleuth in fear for much of the novel save the next Baskerville, Sir
Henry, from the hound's fangs?
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles Arthur Conan Doyle, Sir,
Ian Fox, 2014-02-05 In the previous century Hugo Baskerville captured and imprisoned a young
woman on his estate, only to fall victim to a marauding hound of hell as he pursued her along the
moor late one night. Since then the Baskerville line has been plagued by a mysterious and
supernatural black hound with Sir Charles Baskerville recently becoming it's latest victim. Originally
published in 1902 'The Hound of the Baskervilles' is the third novel featuring Sherlock Holmes
written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Includes article on the history of the novel, the writer and the
inspirations for the character. Gift Edition includes a section for a personal inscription.Includes
article on the history of the novel. Large Print edition uses 16 point size lettering in Tahoma font as
recommended by National Association for Visually Handicapped.
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles Illustrated Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, 2021-01-03 Dr James Mortimer calls on Sherlock Holmes in London for advice after his
friend Sir Charles Baskerville was found dead in the yew alley of his manor on Dartmoor in Devon.
The death was attributed to a heart attack, but according to Mortimer, Sir Charles's face retained an
expression of horror, and not far from the corpse the footprints of a gigantic hound were clearly
visible. According to an old legend, a curse runs in the Baskerville family since the time of the
English Civil War, when a Hugo Baskerville abducted and caused the death of a maiden on the moor,
only to be killed in turn by a huge demonic hound. Allegedly the same creature has been haunting
the manor ever since, causing the premature death of many Baskerville heirs. Sir Charles believed in



the plague of the hound and so does Mortimer, who now fears for the next in line, Sir Henry
Baskerville.Even though he dismisses the curse story as nonsense, Holmes agrees to meet Sir Henry
in London as soon as Sir Henry arrives from Canada, where he has been living. He is a young and
jovial good-looking fellow, sceptical toward the grim legend and eager to take possession of
Baskerville Hall, even though he has just found an anonymous note in the mail warning him to stay
away from the moor. When someone shadows Sir Henry while he is walking down a street, however,
Holmes asks Watson to go with the young man and Mortimer to Dartmoor, in order to protect Sir
Henry and search for any clues about who is menacing his life.Sherlock Holmes examining Dr
Mortimer's walking stickSir Henry BaskervilleHolmes sees a clue in the Baskerville portraitWatson
meets StapletonWatson meets Miss StapletonThe hound killed by HolmesThe trio arrives at
Baskerville Hall, an old and imposing manor in the middle of a vast park, managed by a butler and
his wife the housekeeper. The estate is surrounded by the moor and borders the Grimpen Mire,
where animals and humans can sink to death in quicksand. The news that a convict named Selden, a
murderer, has escaped from the nearby Dartmoor Prison and is hiding in the nearby hills adds to the
barren landscape and the gloomy atmosphere.There are inexplicable events during the first night,
keeping the guests awake, and only in the daylight can Watson and Sir Henry relax while exploring
the neighborhood and meeting the scattered and idiosyncratic residents of the district. Watson
keeps on searching for any lead to the identity of whoever is threatening Sir Henry's life, and
faithfully sends the details of his investigation to Holmes. Among the residents, the Stapletons,
brother and sister, stand out: Jack is overfriendly and a bit too curious toward the newly arrived,
while Beryl, a rare beauty, seems all too weary of the place and attempts to warn Sir Henry of
danger.
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle
Arthur Conan Doyle, 2017-11-18 The Hound of the Baskervilles is the third of the four crime novels
written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle featuring the detective Sherlock Holmes. Originally serialised in
The Strand Magazine from August 1901 to April 1902, it is set largely on Dartmoor in Devon in
England's West Country and tells the story of an attempted murder inspired by the legend of a
fearsome, diabolical hound of supernatural origin. Sherlock Holmes and his companion Dr. Watson
investigate the case. This was the first appearance of Holmes since his intended death in The Final
Problem, and the success of The Hound of the Baskervilles led to the character's eventual revival.At
Baskerville Hall on the grim moors of Devonshire, a legendary curse has apparently claimed one
more victim. Sir Charles Baskerville has been found dead. There are no signs of violence, but his
face is hideously distorted with terror. Years earlier, a hound-like beast with blazing eyes and
dripping jaws was reported to have torn out the throat of Hugo Baskerville. Has the spectral
destroyer struck again? More important, is Sir Henry Baskerville, younger heir to the estate, now in
danger?Enter Sherlock Holmes, summoned to protect Sir Henry from the fate that has threatened
the Baskerville family. As Holmes and Watson begin to investigate, a blood-chilling howl from the
fog-shrouded edges of the great Grimpen Mire signals that the legendary hound of the Baskervilles
is poised for yet another murderous attack.
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles Arthur Conan Doyle,
Sir, 2011-07-17 We owe 1902's The Hound of the Baskervilles to Arthur Conan Doyle's good friend
Fletcher Bobbles Robinson, who took him to visit some scary English moors and prehistoric ruins,
and told him marvelous local legends about escaped prisoners and a 17th-century aristocrat who fell
afoul of the family dog. Doyle transmogrified the legend: generations ago, a hound of hell tore out
the throat of devilish Hugo Baskerville on the moonlit moor. Poor, accursed Baskerville Hall now has
another mysterious death: that of Sir Charles Baskerville. Could the culprit somehow be mixed up
with secretive servant Barrymore, history-obsessed Dr. Frankland, butterfly-chasing Stapleton, or
Selden, the Notting Hill murderer at large? Someone's been signaling with candles from the
mansion's windows. Nor can supernatural forces be ruled out. Can Dr. Watson--left alone by
Sherlock Holmes to sleuth in fear for much of the novel--save the next Baskerville, Sir Henry, from
the hound's fangs? Many Holmes fans prefer Doyle's complete short stories, but their clockwork



logic doesn't match the author's boast about this novel: it's a real Creeper! What distinguishes this
particular Hound is its fulfillment of Doyle's great debt to Edgar Allan Poe--it's full of ancient woe,
low moans, a Grimpen Mire that sucks ponies to Dostoyevskian deaths, and locals digging up
Neolithic skulls without next-of-kins' consent. The longer one stays here the more does the spirit of
the moor sink into one's soul, Watson realizes. Rank reeds and lush, slimy water-plants sent an
odour of decay ... while a false step plunged us more than once thigh-deep into the dark, quivering
mire, which shook for yards in soft undulations around our feet ... it was as if some malignant hand
was tugging us down into those obscene depths. Read on--but, reader, watch your step!
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles Annotated Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, 2020-12-07 The rich landowner Sir Charles Baskerville is found dead in the park of his
manor surrounded by the grim moor of Dartmoor, in the county of Devon. His death seems to have
been caused by a heart attack, but the victim's best friend, Dr. Mortimer, is convinced that the strike
was due to a supernatural creature, which haunts the moor in the shape of an enormous hound, with
blazing eyes and jaws. In order to protect Baskerville's heir, Sir Henry, who's arriving to London
from Canada, Dr. Mortimer asks for Sherlock Holmes' help, telling him also of the so-called
Baskervilles' curse, according to which a monstrous hound has been haunting and killing the family
males for centuries, in revenge for the misdeeds of one Sir Hugo Baskerville, who lived at the time of
Oliver Cromwell.
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles (Chump Change
Edition) Arthur Conan Doyle, 2017-05-08 Unabridged version of The Hound of the Baskervilles, by
Arthur Conan Doyle, offered here for chump change. Read the novel that Doyle insisted was, a real
Creeper! Sherlock Holmes is called to the English moors to save Sir Henry Baskerville... from what?
An old legend of the family? But what was that sound? Howling? And then... a death from... Find out
in this full length Sherlock Holmes mystery! Contents Chapter 1. Mr. Sherlock Holmes 3 Chapter 2.
The Curse of the Baskervilles 6 Chapter 3. The Problem 11 Chapter 4. Sir Henry Baskerville 16
Chapter 5. Three Broken Threads 22 Chapter 6. Baskerville Hall 27 Chapter 7. The Stapletons of
Merripit House 31 Chapter 8. First Report of Dr. Watson 38 Chapter 9. Second Report of Dr. Watson
41 Chapter 10. Extract from the Diary of Dr. Watson 49 Chapter 11. The Man on the Tor 54 Chapter
12. Death on the Moor 60 Chapter 13. Fixing the Nets 66 Chapter 14. The Hound of the Baskervilles
72 Chapter 15. A Retrospection 77
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles Arthur Doyle, 2023-09
The sinister legend of the Baskervilles family has haunted the Devonshire moors for generations, but
only Sherlock Holmes and his trusty sidekick Dr. Watson can solve the mystery of the beast on the
moors. When Sir Henry Baskerville arrives from America to claim his inheritance, the great
detective and his companion are thrust into a labyrinth of secrets, deceptions, and hidden agendas
as they race against time to save Sir Henry from a fate that seems preordained. With his uncanny
ability to pierce the veil of the unknown and expose the sinister truth lurking beneath, Sherlock
Holmes navigates the treacherous landscape of superstition and fear in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's
timeless masterpiece, The Hound of the Baskervilles. If you enjoyed the classic mystery novel And
Then There Were None by Agatha Christie, you'll love the suspense and atmosphere of The Hound of
the Baskervilles. Buy now before the price changes!
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles Unabridged Large Print
Edition Arthur Conan Doyle, 2018-11-29 This premium quality large print edition contains the
complete and unabridged original classic version of The Hound of the Baskervilles, a full-length
mystery novel featuring Arthur Conan Doyle''s consulting detective, printed on heavy, bright white
paper in a large 7.44x9.69 format, with a fully laminated full-color cover featuring an original
design. This volume has been freshly edited using clean, modern fonts by human editors, not
machine-scanned, contains the complete original text and corrects a number of errors introduced in
the many editions published over the years. Also included are a biographical sketch of the author
and a detailed bibliography of his work. Perhaps the most popular of all the Sherlock Holmes stories,
The Hound of the Baskervilles was originally published as a serial in The Strand magazine between



August 1901 and April 1902. The first appearance of Holmes since his death in The Final Problem, it
was immediately successful, meeting the public demand for the return of Sherlock Holmes and
permanently securing the future popularity of the fictional detective. The story opens with Dr. James
Mortimer traveling to London to ask Sherlock Holmes for help. Sir Charles Baskerville has been
found dead on the grounds of Baskerville Hall, victim of an apparent heart attack. But Mortimer
fears for the safety of Henry Baskerville, a nephew coming from Canada to claim his inheritance.
Explaining that the Baskervilles are subject to a curse dating back to the 17th century, when a giant
spectral hound tore out wicked Hugo Baskerville''s throat and vanished into the night, Mortimer
discloses that Sir Charles died with his face contorted in a ghastly expression of terror, and
Mortimer saw the footprints of a gigantic hound near the body. A series of mysterious events in
London seems to indicate that Henry is in real danger, persuading Holmes to take up the case, a
complex mystery that leads from the streets of London to the barren moors of Devon and the deadly
bogs of the Grimpen Mire, with a scattering of clues and seemingly unrelated events along the way
to make this classic tale a thoroughly enjoyable and well-plotted mystery story, all the more so
because of the presence of Holmes and Watson. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930) is known the
world over as the creator of the famous consulting detective, Sherlock Holmes, but was a prolific
writer who produced a large body of work ranging from non-fiction and full-length novels to a wide
variety of short stories. Doyle''s first major success as a writer came with the debut of Sherlock
Holmes in the 1887 publication of A Study in Scarlet. Holmes was a popular sensation, and more
stories followed. By 1891, Sherlock Holmes was enough to provide Doyle a living, but Doyle came to
resent Holmes, who kept him from what he considered more important work. In 1893 he killed
Holmes, as the detective and his archenemy, Professor Moriarty, plunged to their deaths at
Reichenbach Falls in The Final Problem. It was no mere publicity stunt. Doyle considered himself
finished with Mr. Sherlock Holmes. The public uproar in reaction to Holmes'' death shocked Doyle,
with even his own mother complaining, and as the clamor continued he was forced to bring the
detective back in The Hound of the Baskervilles, published, to a vast public sigh of relief, in 1901.
Ironically, the character Doyle resented as a distraction from serious work would ultimately appear
in fifty-six short stories and four novels, together with countless adaptations to films, television,
cartoons, and modern pastiches by an assortment of authors. Other Sherlock Holmes classics
available from Apex Publications in large print editions are The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, The
Sign of the Four, A Study in Scarlet, The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes, The Return of Sherlock
Holmes, and His Last Bow.
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles - A Sherlock Holmes
Adventure Arthur Conan Doyle, 2021-03-06 “The world is full of obvious things which nobody by
any chance ever observes.” – Arthur Conan Doyle The mysterious death of Sir Charles Baskerville
has left everyone baffled. The popular theory surrounding this intriguing murder is that every
generation of the wealthy Baskerville family is killed by a monstrous hound. But Sherlock is sure
there is more to it than meets the eye. To dispel all doubts and suspicions, Dr Watson arrives, only to
discover that an escaped convict is on the loose. The clock is ticking for the only Baskerville who is
alive, as he is the next target. Will Sherlock and Dr Watson be able to save him? The Hound of the
Baskervilles is a thrilling Sherlock Holmes adventure, which continues to fascinate readers even
today.
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles: Large Print Arthur Conan
Doyle, 2018-10-23 The Hound of the Baskervilles: Large Printby Arthur Conan DoyleThis may be the
most popular of all of the Sherlock Holmes stories. Inspired by regional mythology of the British
Isles concerning hell-hounds, the tale tells of detective Sherlock Holmes and his assistant Dr.
Watson as they are called to investigate an alleged curse upon the house of the Baskervilles.
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles Arthur Conan Doyle,
2018-05-08 The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. The Hound of the Baskervilles
is the third of the crime novels written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle featuring the detective Sherlock
Holmes. Originally serialised in The Strand Magazine from August 1901 to April 1902, it is set



largely on Dartmoor in Devon in England's West Country and tells the story of an attempted murder
inspired by the legend of a fearsome, diabolical hound of supernatural origin. Dr. James Mortimer
asks Sherlock Holmes for advice following the death of his friend, Sir Charles Baskerville. Sir
Charles was found dead on the grounds of his Devonshire estate, Baskerville Hall. Mortimer now
fears for Sir Charles's nephew and sole heir, Sir Henry Baskerville, who is the new master of
Baskerville Hall. The death was attributed to a heart attack, but Mortimer is suspicious, because Sir
Charles died with an expression of horror on his face, and Mortimer noticed the footprints of a
gigantic hound about 50 yards from where Sir Charles lay dead. The Baskerville family has
supposedly been under a curse since the era of the English Civil War when ancestor Hugo
Baskerville allegedly offered his soul to the devil for help in abducting a woman and was reportedly
killed by a giant spectral hound. Sir Charles believed in the curse and was apparently fleeing from
something in fright when he died.
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles (Illustrated) Arthur Conan
Doyle, 2021-02-20 The Hound of the Baskervilles is the third of the four crime novels written by Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle featuring the detective Sherlock Holmes. Originally serialised in The Strand
Magazine from August 1901 to April 1902, it is set largely on Dartmoor in Devon in England's West
Country and tells the story of an attempted murder inspired by the legend of a fearsome, diabolical
hound of supernatural origin. Sherlock Holmes and his companion Dr. Watson investigate the case.
This was the first appearance of Holmes since his apparent death in The Final Problem, and the
success of The Hound of the Baskervilles led to the character's eventual revival. Dr James Mortimer
calls on Sherlock Holmes in London for advice after his friend Sir Charles Baskerville was found
dead in the yew alley of his manor on Dartmoor in Devon. The death was attributed to a heart attack,
but according to Mortimer, Sir Charles's face retained an expression of horror, and not far from the
corpse the footprints of a gigantic hound were clearly visible. According to an old legend, a curse
runs in the Baskerville family since the time of the English Civil War, when a Hugo Baskerville
abducted and caused the death of a maiden on the moor, only to be killed in turn by a huge demonic
hound. Allegedly the same creature has been haunting the manor ever since, causing the premature
death of many Baskerville heirs. Sir Charles believed in the plague of the hound and so does
Mortimer, who now fears for the next in line, Sir Henry Baskerville.
  the hound of the baskervilles book: The Hound of the Baskervilles(Sherlock Holmes #3)
Illustrated Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 2021-01-15 The rich landowner Sir Charles Baskerville is found
dead in the park of his manor surrounded by the grim moor of Dartmoor, in the county of Devon. His
death seems to have been caused by a heart attack, but the victim's best friend, Dr. Mortimer, is
convinced that the strike was due to a supernatural creature, which haunts the moor in the shape of
an enormous hound, with blazing eyes and jaws. In order to protect Baskerville's heir, Sir Henry,
who's arriving to London from Canada, Dr. Mortimer asks for Sherlock Holmes' help, telling him also
of the so-called Baskervilles' curse, according to which a monstrous hound has been haunting and
killing the family males for centuries, in revenge for the misdeeds of one Sir Hugo Baskerville, who
lived at the time of Oliver Cromwell.
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