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John Grisham is a renowned American author whose name has become synonymous with
legal thrillers and compelling courtroom dramas. Among his extensive bibliography, the
novel The Firm stands out as one of his most influential and critically acclaimed works.
Published in 1991, The Firm catapulted Grisham into literary stardom and established
many of the themes and motifs that would define his career. This article explores the story
behind The Firm, its plot and characters, its themes, and its impact on popular culture and
the legal thriller genre.

Overview of John Grisham as an Author

Early Life and Career
John Grisham was born on February 8, 1955, in Jonesboro, Arkansas. Before becoming a
novelist, he practiced law in Mississippi, a profession that provided him with the legal
insights and experiences that heavily influence his writing. His legal background lends
authenticity to his storytelling, particularly in The Firm, which revolves around legal
ethics, corporate misconduct, and the justice system.

Rise to Prominence
Grisham's first novel, A Time to Kill, was published in 1989 but did not achieve immediate
success. However, his subsequent novel, The Firm, published in 1991, became a bestseller
overnight, selling millions of copies worldwide. This success established him as a leading
figure in the legal thriller genre and led to a prolific writing career with numerous
bestsellers.

Introduction to The Firm

Background and Publication
The Firm was published in 1991 by Wynwood Press. The novel's compelling narrative and
realistic portrayal of legal and corporate intrigue captured the imagination of readers and
critics alike. Its popularity was further boosted by a successful film adaptation in 1993,
starring Tom Cruise, which helped cement the book's place in popular culture.



Plot Summary
The story follows Mitch McDeere, a talented Harvard Law School graduate, who is
recruited by a prestigious Memphis law firm, Bendini, Lambert & Locke. The firm offers
him a lucrative salary, a lavish lifestyle, and promising career prospects. However, as
Mitch begins to settle into his new position, he uncovers disturbing secrets about the
firm's illegal activities, including money laundering, organized crime connections, and
corruption.

Faced with moral dilemmas and threats to his safety, Mitch must decide whether to
expose the firm’s illicit dealings or succumb to the pressure and maintain his career. The
novel combines elements of suspense, legal intricacies, and ethical questions, culminating
in a tense climax where Mitch takes bold steps to expose the truth.

Key Characters in The Firm

Mitch McDeere
The protagonist, a young and ambitious lawyer eager to make a mark in the legal world.
His integrity and intelligence are central to the story's moral conflicts.

Amy McDeere
Mitch’s wife, who plays a vital role in supporting him and providing emotional grounding
amid the chaos.

Harold "Harlan" Egerton
A senior partner at the firm who becomes suspicious of Mitch’s intentions and plays a
significant role in the unfolding drama.

Omar Ebrahim
A key figure involved in the illegal activities linked to the firm, representing the criminal
side of the story.

FBI Agents
They assist Mitch in uncovering the firm's illegal operations and serve as allies in the fight
against corruption.



Thematic Elements of The Firm

Legal Ethics and Morality
The novel explores the tension between professional ambition and moral integrity. Mitch’s
internal struggle exemplifies the challenge of maintaining ethics in a corrupt environment.

Corporate Greed and Corruption
The Firm highlights how greed can corrupt even the most reputable institutions, revealing
the dark side of the legal and corporate worlds.

Good vs. Evil
The story depicts a clear conflict between honest individuals and criminal organizations,
emphasizing the importance of integrity and justice.

Personal Responsibility
Mitch’s journey underscores the importance of personal responsibility and the courage
required to stand up against wrongdoing.

Impact and Legacy of The Firm

Commercial Success
The novel was a commercial hit, selling over 7 million copies worldwide. Its popularity
paved the way for Grisham’s prolific career and established him as a master of legal
thrillers.

Film Adaptation
The 1993 film adaptation, directed by Sydney Pollack and starring Tom Cruise as Mitch
McDeere, brought the story to an even broader audience. The movie was both a critical
and commercial success and is considered a classic in the legal thriller genre.

Influence on the Genre
The Firm set new standards for legal thrillers, blending complex characters, tight plotting,
and social commentary. It inspired numerous other works within the genre and
contributed to the popularity of legal thrillers in mainstream media.



Legacy in Popular Culture
The novel and its film adaptation continue to influence portrayals of legal and corporate
worlds in movies, TV shows, and literature. Phrases from the book, such as “The firm is
watching,” have entered popular lexicon, symbolizing the omnipresent nature of corporate
power and surveillance.

Criticisms and Controversies

Realism and Artistic License
While praised for its suspense and storytelling, some critics argue that The Firm simplifies
complex legal and ethical issues, favoring entertainment over nuanced realism.

Legal Accuracy
Legal professionals have debated the accuracy of the legal procedures depicted. However,
Grisham’s background as a lawyer lends credibility to many aspects of the story.

Ethical Messages
Some critics have questioned whether the novel’s portrayal of moral dilemmas
oversimplifies the complexities faced by real-life legal practitioners.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

Sequel and Adaptations
Following the success of The Firm, Grisham wrote a sequel, The Partner, and other related
works. The story's universe has expanded through various adaptations, including a 2012
TV series titled The Firm.

Relevance in Contemporary Society
The novel’s themes of corporate corruption, legal ethics, and personal integrity remain
relevant today, reflecting ongoing societal debates about justice and morality in the legal
and corporate sectors.

Educational Impact
The Firm is often used in law school curricula and legal studies to illustrate ethical issues,



legal procedures, and the importance of personal integrity.

Conclusion
The Firm by John Grisham is more than just a legal thriller; it is a compelling exploration
of morality, greed, and justice. Its success has cemented its place in literary and cinematic
history, influencing countless works and shaping perceptions of the legal industry.
Through its memorable characters, suspenseful plot, and thought-provoking themes, The
Firm continues to captivate audiences and inspire discussions about the ethical
responsibilities inherent in the legal profession. As a testament to Grisham’s storytelling
prowess, it remains an essential read for fans of legal dramas and anyone interested in the
complex interplay between law, morality, and power.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Firm' by John Grisham?
'The Firm' follows Mitch McDeere, a talented law graduate who joins a prestigious law
firm that turns out to be involved in organized crime, leading him to confront dangerous
ethical and legal dilemmas.

When was 'The Firm' by John Grisham published?
'The Firm' was published in 1991 and is considered one of John Grisham's most popular
legal thrillers.

Has 'The Firm' been adapted into a movie or TV series?
Yes, 'The Firm' was adapted into a successful film in 1993 starring Tom Cruise, and there
was also a TV series adaptation in 2012.

What are the main themes explored in 'The Firm'?
The novel explores themes such as corporate greed, morality, legal ethics, corruption, and
the struggle between personal integrity and ambition.

Is 'The Firm' part of a series or standalone novel?
'The Firm' is a standalone novel, though John Grisham has written many other legal
thrillers that explore similar themes.

Why is 'The Firm' considered a classic in legal thrillers?
Because of its gripping plot, well-developed characters, and insightful portrayal of legal
and ethical issues, 'The Firm' has become a benchmark in the legal thriller genre.



Are there any recent editions or special releases of 'The
Firm'?
Yes, 'The Firm' has been reissued in various editions, including anniversary editions and
special collector's copies, to celebrate its enduring popularity.

Additional Resources
The Firm John Grisham: An In-Depth Exploration of the Legal Thriller Classic

The firm John Grisham is not merely a novel; it is a cultural phenomenon that has
captivated readers worldwide and redefined the legal thriller genre. Since its publication
in 1991, the book has become a staple for fans of suspenseful storytelling intertwined with
legal intricacies. Its compelling narrative, complex characters, and insightful commentary
on morality and corruption in the legal system have cemented its place as one of
Grisham’s most influential works. In this article, we delve into the origins of The Firm, its
thematic depth, its impact on literature and film, and the enduring legacy of John
Grisham’s storytelling mastery.

Origins and Background of The Firm

John Grisham: The Author Behind the Novel

John Grisham, born in 1955 in Jonesboro, Arkansas, is a prolific American novelist best
known for his legal thrillers. Before becoming a full-time author, Grisham was a practicing
attorney in Mississippi, which provided him with firsthand insight into the legal
profession. His legal background is evident throughout his novels, which often explore the
moral ambiguities and ethical dilemmas faced by lawyers.

Grisham’s journey to literary fame began with the publication of The Firm in 1991. The
novel was initially rejected by multiple publishers before gaining acceptance and quickly
becoming a bestseller. Its success catapulted Grisham into the literary spotlight and
established him as a master of the legal thriller.

The Genesis of The Firm

The inspiration for The Firm reportedly stemmed from Grisham’s observations of the legal
profession and his desire to craft a story that combined suspense with social commentary.
The novel explores themes of greed, corruption, and the seduction of wealth, set against
the backdrop of a prestigious but morally compromised law firm. Grisham aimed to create
a protagonist who is both relatable and morally conflicted, embodying the tension between
personal integrity and professional success.



The narrative was meticulously researched, capturing the nuances of legal work and the
intricacies of law firms’ operations. Grisham’s detailed descriptions and realistic portrayal
of legal procedures contributed significantly to the novel’s authenticity and appeal.

Plot and Main Themes

Synopsis of The Firm

The Firm follows Mitch McDeere, a young, ambitious Harvard Law School graduate, who
is recruited by Bendini, Lambert & Locke, a seemingly prestigious Memphis-based law
firm. The firm offers McDeere a lucrative salary, generous benefits, and a promising
career. However, as he begins his work, he uncovers disturbing truths: the firm is deeply
entangled with the mafia and engages in illegal activities such as money laundering and
tax evasion.

Realizing he is in over his head, Mitch faces a moral dilemma—continue to pursue success
at any cost or expose the criminal enterprise lurking within his firm. When he attempts to
gather evidence to bring the firm down, he becomes entangled in a dangerous game of
deception, manipulation, and danger.

The novel culminates in a tense climax where Mitch must outwit his enemies and decide
whether to cooperate with the authorities or take a stand for his principles.

Core Themes Explored in the Novel

- Morality and Ethics in the Legal Profession: At its heart, The Firm questions the moral
boundaries that lawyers face. It explores how greed and ambition can corrupt even the
most idealistic individuals and the importance of personal integrity.
- Corruption and Crime: The novel reveals the pervasive influence of organized crime on
legitimate institutions, highlighting the blurred lines between legality and illegality.
- Power and Manipulation: The firm’s leadership wields significant influence over its
employees and the legal system, exemplifying how power can be abused for personal gain.
- The American Dream: Mitch’s journey reflects the allure of success and wealth, and the
moral costs associated with chasing the American Dream without regard for ethical
considerations.
- Suspense and Psychological Tension: Grisham masterfully builds suspense through
Mitch’s increasing paranoia and the constant threat of exposure and violence.

Literary Significance and Critical Reception



Impact on the Legal Thriller Genre

The Firm is credited with popularizing the legal thriller genre, blending procedural
accuracy with high-stakes suspense. Its success demonstrated that novels centered on
legal professionals could appeal to a broad audience beyond traditional crime or detective
stories. Grisham’s detailed depiction of legal processes, combined with compelling
storytelling, set a new standard for subsequent legal thrillers.

The book’s narrative technique, characterized by tight pacing, cliffhangers, and vivid
character development, influenced many writers and paved the way for a wave of similar
novels. Its portrayal of the moral dilemmas faced by lawyers resonated with readers,
prompting discussions about ethics within the legal profession.

Critical Reception and Awards

Upon release, The Firm received widespread acclaim from critics and readers alike. Many
praised Grisham’s storytelling prowess, realism, and ability to balance complex legal
details with accessible language. The novel spent numerous weeks on The New York
Times Best Seller list and remains one of Grisham’s most popular works.

While some critics pointed out that the plot was somewhat formulaic, the overall
consensus was that Grisham’s craftsmanship and thematic depth elevated the novel
beyond simple escapism. Its commercial success was instrumental in establishing
Grisham’s reputation as a leading author of legal thrillers.

The Film Adaptation and Cultural Impact

The Movie Version

In 1993, The Firm was adapted into a Hollywood film directed by Sydney Pollack and
starring Tom Cruise as Mitch McDeere. The movie was a significant box office hit and
introduced the story to an even wider audience. The film’s success confirmed the novel’s
status as a cultural touchstone and demonstrated the cinematic potential of Grisham’s
storytelling.

The film adaptation made some adjustments to the plot and characters for dramatic effect,
but it retained the core themes and tension. The performances, particularly Cruise’s
portrayal of Mitch, received praise, and the film’s soundtrack and cinematography
contributed to its suspenseful atmosphere.

Legacy and Continued Relevance



The success of the film cemented The Firm’s place in popular culture, leading to
subsequent adaptations of Grisham’s other novels. It also inspired a television series in
2012, further extending its influence.

Beyond entertainment, The Firm has sparked discussions about ethical conduct in the
legal profession, corporate corruption, and the importance of whistleblowing. Its themes
remain relevant today, reflecting ongoing debates about morality, legality, and the cost of
ambition.

John Grisham’s Broader Literary Contributions

While The Firm remains one of his most iconic works, Grisham’s extensive bibliography
spans over 40 novels, many exploring similar themes of justice, morality, and legal
intrigue. Notable titles include The Pelican Brief, The Client, The Runaway Jury, and A
Time to Kill.

Grisham’s writing style is characterized by clarity, meticulous research, and a keen
understanding of human nature. His novels often feature protagonists caught in moral
conflicts, striving to do what is right amid corrupt environments.

Philanthropy and Personal Life

Beyond his literary achievements, John Grisham is also known for his philanthropy. He
established the Roger J. Minetti Scholarship Fund and the First Amendment Center to
promote free speech and legal education. He resides in Mississippi with his family, where
he continues to write and advocate for social justice causes.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of The Firm

The firm John Grisham stands as a testament to the power of storytelling rooted in
authenticity, moral inquiry, and suspense. Its influence extends beyond literature into film,
culture, and discussions about ethics in the legal world. As a pioneering work that
combines meticulous legal detail with compelling narrative, it continues to resonate with
readers and audiences decades after its initial publication.

Whether viewed as a gripping thriller or a thought-provoking commentary on morality and
corruption, The Firm exemplifies Grisham’s mastery of the legal genre. Its enduring
popularity underscores the universal appeal of stories that explore the complex interplay
between ambition, integrity, and the pursuit of justice. As Grisham’s literary legacy
continues to grow, The Firm remains a cornerstone, illustrating how fiction can illuminate
real-world issues and captivate generations of readers.



The Firm John Grisham

  the firm john grisham: The Firm John Grisham, 1992 A young lawyer works undercover for
the F.B.I. to reveal his firm's Mafia connection.
  the firm john grisham: The Firm John Grisham, 1993 When Mitchell McDeere qualified third
in his class at Harvard, offers poured in from every law firm in America. The firm the Mitchell
McDeere chose was small, but-well respected. They exceed Mitch's wildest dreams: eighty thousand
a year, a BMW and a low-interest mortgage. Now the house, the car and the job are his. Then the
nightmares begin.
  the firm john grisham: The Firm John Grisham, 1999 Mitch McDeere, a Harvard Law
graduate, becomes suspicious of his Memphis tax firm when mysterious deaths, obsessive office
security, and the Chicago mob figure into its operations.
  the firm john grisham: The Exchange John Grisham, 2024-09-24 #1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • John Grisham delivers high-flying international suspense in a stunning legal thriller
that marks the return of Mitch McDeere, the brilliant hero of The Firm. “A breathtaking update on
the McDeeres and the life they made . . . Grisham, in vintage form, ratchets up the suspense in this
winning sequel.” —The Wall Street Journal What became of Mitch and Abby McDeere after they
exposed the crimes of Memphis law firm Bendini, Lambert & Locke and fled the country? The
answer is found in The Exchange, the riveting sequel to The Firm, the blockbuster thriller that
launched the career of America’s favorite storyteller. It is now fifteen years later, and Mitch and
Abby are living in Manhattan, where Mitch is a partner at the largest law firm in the world. When a
mentor in Rome asks him for a favor that will take him as far as Istanbul and Tripoli, Mitch finds
himself at the center of a sinister plot that has worldwide implications. Once again Mitch’s
colleagues, friends, and family are targeted. Mitch is a master at staying one staying one step ahead
of his adversaries, but this time there’s nowhere to hide. Don’t miss John Grisham’s latest novel,
Camino Ghosts, and the upcoming Framed, his first work of nonfiction since The Innocent Man!
  the firm john grisham: The Firm John Grisham, 2009 When Mitch McDeere signed on with
Bendini, Lambert & Locke of Memphis, he thought that he and his beautiful wife, Abby, were on
their way. The firm leased him a BMW, paid off his school loans, arranged a mortgage, and hired the
McDeeres a decorator. Mitch should have remembered what his brother Ray–doing fifteen years in a
Tennessee jail–already knew: You never get nothing for nothing. Now the FBI has the lowdown on
Mitch’s firm and needs his help. Mitch is caught between a rock and a hard place, with no choice–if
he wants to live.
  the firm john grisham: The Pelican Brief, a Time to Kill, & the Firm John Grisham,
1993-04-01 The Pelican Brief))A Time to Kill))The Firm))3 Vols.
  the firm john grisham: The Firm John Grisham, 1993-03-01 When the death of a partner in a
legal firm is followed by $90 million disappearing from the firm's account, his partners know he is
still alive, and the hunt is on.
  the firm john grisham: Firm , 1993
  the firm john grisham: Summary of The Exchange by John Grisham: After The Firm
(The Firm Series) GP SUMMARY, 2023-10-22 DISCLAIMER This book does not in any capacity
mean to replace the original book but to serve as a vast summary of the original book. Summary of
The Exchange by John Grisham: After The Firm (The Firm Series) IN THIS SUMMARIZED BOOK,
YOU WILL GET: Chapter astute outline of the main contents. Fast & simple understanding of the
content analysis. Exceptionally summarized content that you may skip in the original book John
Grisham's The Exchange is a thrilling legal thriller that follows Mitch McDeere, the hero of The
Firm, and his wife Abby, who fled after exposing Memphis law firm crimes. The sequel follows Mitch
and Abby's life in Manhattan, where he becomes the center of a sinister plot with worldwide
implications, revealing his mastery of staying ahead of his adversaries.
  the firm john grisham: The Firm John Grisham, 2012 Mitch McDeere, a Harvard Law
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graduate, becomes suspicious of his Memphis tax firm when mysterious deaths, obsessive office
security, and the Chicago mob figure into its operations.
  the firm john grisham: The Exchange - Limited Edition John Grisham, 2023-11-21 Books are
signed and numbered, with printed endpapers, foil stamping, a cloth slipcase, and a ribbon marker.
#1 New York Times bestselling author John Grisham delivers high-flying international suspense in a
stunning new legal thriller that marks the return of Mitch McDeere, the brilliant hero of The Firm.
What became of Mitch and Abby McDeere after they exposed the crimes of Memphis law firm
Bendini, Lambert & Locke and fled the country? The answer is in The Exchange, the riveting sequel
to The Firm, the blockbuster thriller that launched the career of America's favorite storyteller. It is
now fifteen years later, and Mitch and Abby are living in Manhattan, where Mitch is a partner at the
largest law firm in the world. When a mentor in Rome asks him for a favor that will take him far from
home, Mitch finds himself at the center of a sinister plot that has worldwide implications--and once
again endangers his colleagues, friends, and family. Mitch has become a master at staying one step
ahead of his adversaries, but this time there's nowhere to hide.
  the firm john grisham: New York Magazine , 1993-07-12 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  the firm john grisham: The Associate John Grisham, 2009 Three months after leaving Yale,
Kyle McAvoy becomes an associate at the largest law firm in the world, where, in addition to
practicing law, he is expected to lie, steal, and take part in a scheme that could send him to prison, if
not get him killed.
  the firm john grisham: The Firm, by John Grisham (10 Cassettes). John Grisham, George*
Guidall,
  the firm john grisham: The Firm John Grisham, 2010-04-21 He thought it was his dream job...
It turned into his worst nightmare. When Mitch McDeere qualified third in his class at Harvard,
offers poured in from every law firm in America. Bendini, Lambert and Locke were a small,
well-respected firm, but their offer exceeded Mitch's wildest expectations: a fantastic salary, a new
home, and the keys to a brand new BMW. Except for the mysterious deaths of previous lawyers with
the firm. And the FBI investigations. And the secret files. Mitch soon realises that he's working for
the Mafia's law firm, and there's no way out - because you don't want this company's severance
package. To survive, he'll have to play both sides against each other... and navigate a vast criminal
conspiracy that goes higher than he ever imagined.
  the firm john grisham: John Grisham Mary Beth Pringle, 1997-05-28 With his seven legal
thrillers, all published since 1989, John Grisham has won a huge following of readers and set a
standard few contributors to the genre can match. Because of the success of his novels, the legal
thriller is the most popular genre in American fiction today. In this study, Pringle explains how
Grisham's legal thriller evolved from the thriller tradition and borrowed from the heroic romance
novel, gothic novel, crime novel, and detective fiction. She shows how his novels examine
contemporary social and legal problems that do not have simple solutions—ecology, ethnic relations,
capital punishment, corporate greed, and health insurance—and how he depicts both the legal
system and lawyers in their best and worst lights. Following a biographical chapter that focuses on
Grisham's childhood in Arkansas, education, political career, and development as a writer, Pringle
examines the legal thriller, its antecedents, and Grisham's contribution to the genre. An individual
chapter is devoted to analysis of each of his novels. Each chapter synopsizes the novel, discusses its
reception by critics, and features sections on plot development, character development,
social/historical context and issues, and an alternative critical perspective from which to approach
the novel, such as psychoanalytic theory or feminist criticism. The work includes a complete
bibliography of Grisham's work, critical sources, and list of reviews of all of his novels. Because of



Grisham's popularity with adults and young adults and the contemporary issues he raises, this study
is valuable to students, book discussion group participants, and other interested readers, and is an
essential purchase for school and public libraries.
  the firm john grisham: The Client John Grisham, 1994 Two thrillers from the author of The
Pelican Brief - including The Firm, on which the film of the same name was based
  the firm john grisham: Three Classic Thrillers 3-Book Bundle John Grisham, 2011-12-19 The
#1 New York Times bestselling master of legal suspense, John Grisham has electrified readers with
his white-knuckle narratives for more than two decades. Assembled here in a convenient eBook
bundle are three of his classic thrillers: The Firm, the runaway hit that ignited his writing career,
The Appeal, and The Chamber. Read back-to-back or enjoyed separately, these edge-of-your-seat
novels show why John Grisham is—beyond a reasonable doubt—one of the most beloved authors of
all time. THE FIRM When Mitch McDeere signed on with Bendini, Lambert & Locke of Memphis, he
thought that he and his beautiful wife, Abby, were on their way. The firm leased him a BMW, paid off
his school loans, arranged a mortgage, and hired the McDeeres a decorator. Mitch should have
remembered what his brother Ray—doing fifteen years in a Tennessee jail—already knew: You never
get nothing for nothing. Now the FBI has the lowdown on Mitch’s firm and needs his help. Mitch is
caught between a rock and a hard place, with no choice—if he wants to live. THE APPEAL In a
crowded courtroom in Mississippi, a jury returns a shocking verdict against a chemical company
accused of dumping toxic waste into a small town’s water supply, causing the worst “cancer cluster”
in history. The company appeals to the Mississippi Supreme Court, whose nine justices will one day
either approve the verdict—or reverse it. The chemical company is owned by a Wall Street predator
named Carl Trudeau, and Mr. Trudeau is convinced the Court is not friendly enough to his interests.
With judicial elections looming, he decides to try to purchase himself a seat on the Court. The cost is
a few million dollars, a drop in the bucket for a billionaire like Mr. Trudeau. Through an intricate
web of conspiracy and deceit, his political operatives recruit a young, unsuspecting candidate. They
finance him, manipulate him, market him, and mold him into a potential Supreme Court justice.
Their Supreme Court justice. THE CHAMBER In Chicago’s top law firm, a young lawyer stands on
the brink of a brilliant career. Now twenty-six-year-old Adam Hall is risking it all for a death-row
killer and an impossible case: Sam Cayhall is a former Klansman and unrepentant racist facing the
death penalty for a fatal bombing in 1967. Cayhall has run out of chances—except for one: a
determined lawyer who just happens to be his grandson. While the executioners prepare the gas
chamber, while the protesters gather, and while the TV cameras wait, Adam has only days, hours,
minutes to save his client. For between the two men is a chasm of shame, family lies, and
secrets—including the one secret that could save Sam Cayhall’s life . . . or cost Adam his.
  the firm john grisham: The Partner John Grisham, 2009-10-27 Patrick Lanigan was once a
well-liked, well-paid young partner in a thriving Mississippi law firm. Then he stole ninety million
dollars from his own firm and ran for his life. For four years, he's evaded powerful men. Then,
inevitably, they tracked him down at the edge of a Brazilian jungle. Patrick is coming home to the
Mississippi city where it all began. As the trial begins, Patrick's former partners wait for their
revenge. But another story is about to unfold because Patrick, the most reviled, white-collar
criminal, knows something no one else in the world knows.
  the firm john grisham: The Street Lawyer John Grisham, 2010-11-23 #1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • “Compelling . . . another timely tale from John Grisham. [The Street Lawyer] shows
not only that Grisham has his finger on the public pulse but that he’s also out to prick its
conscience.”—Chicago Tribune Michael was in a hurry. He was scrambling up the ladder at Drake &
Sweeney, a giant D.C. law firm with eight hundred lawyers. The money was good and getting better;
a partnership was no more than three years away. He was a rising star with no time to waste, no
time to stop, no time to toss a few coins into the cups of panhandlers. No time for a conscience. Then
a violent encounter with a homeless man stopped him cold. Michael survived, but his assailant did
not. Who was this man? Michael did some digging and learned that his attacker was a mentally ill
veteran who’d been in and out of shelters for many years. Then Michael dug a little deeper and



found a dirty secret, and the secret involved Drake & Sweeney. The fast track derailed, the ladder
collapsed. Michael bolted the firm and took a top-secret file with him. He landed in the streets, an
advocate for the homeless, a street lawyer. And a thief.
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