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Republic of Ireland political parties

The political landscape of the Republic of Ireland is characterized by a
diverse array of political parties that reflect the country's complex
history, social values, and evolving priorities. These parties range from
long-standing traditional groups to newer movements, each vying for influence
within the parliamentary system and representing various ideological,
regional, and social interests. Understanding the key political parties in
Ireland offers valuable insights into the country's governance, policy
directions, and societal divisions. This article provides an in-depth
overview of the main parties, their histories, ideologies, and roles within
Irish politics.

Overview of Irish Political System

Before delving into individual parties, it is essential to understand the
structure of Ireland's political system.

Parliamentary System

- Ireland operates a parliamentary democracy with a bicameral legislature.
- The Oireachtas comprises two houses:

- The D&il Eireann (lower house)

- The Seanad Eireann (Senate or upper house)

- The government is led by the Taoiseach (Prime Minister), who is appointed
from the Dail.

Electoral System

- Members of the Ddil are elected through a proportional representation
system called Single Transferable Vote (STV).
- This system encourages multi-party representation and coalitions.

Main Political Parties in the Republic of
Ireland

The political parties can be broadly categorized based on their ideological
orientation, historical origins, and regional support. The following sections
highlight the most influential parties.



Fianna Fail

History and Origins

- Founded in 1926 by Eamon de Valera and other anti-treaty republicans.

- Originally emerged as a republican and nationalist party opposing the
Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921.

- Historically positioned as a centrist to center-right party with populist
tendencies.

Ideology and Policies

- Irish nationalism and republicanism.

- Economic liberalism with a focus on social conservatism.

- Emphasis on sovereignty, maintaining Irish culture, and promoting economic
growth.

- Support for a mixed economy with both public and private enterprise.

Role in Irish Politics

- Dominated Irish politics for much of the 20th century.

- Served as the ruling party for several decades, with multiple terms in
government.

- Recently, its influence has waned somewhat but remains a major force.

Fine Gael

History and Origins

- Established in 1933 as a successor to the pro-Treaty faction of Sinn Féin,
led by William Cosgrave.
- Positioned as a center-right party promoting liberal conservatism.

Ideology and Policies

- Commitment to fiscal conservatism, free enterprise, and European
integration.

- Support for law and order, and moderate social policies.

- Advocates for a smaller role of government in economic affairs.

Role in Irish Politics

- 0ften the main rival to Fianna F&il.

- Has led several coalition governments.

- Promotes policies aligned with European Union membership and economic
liberalization.



Sinn Féin

History and Origins

- Founded in the early 20th century, with roots in Irish republicanism.
- Historically associated with the Irish Republican Army (IRA) during the
Troubles.

- Rebranded as a political party in the 1970s, gaining prominence in recent
years.

Ideology and Policies

- Irish reunification and republicanism.

- Social justice, anti-austerity policies, and progressive social issues.
- Focus on addressing inequality, healthcare, and housing.

- Supports EU membership but advocates for Irish unity.

Role in Irish Politics

- Rapidly rising influence, especially in the 2010s and 2020s.

- Now one of the largest parties in the D&il.

- Participates in coalitions and often acts as a significant opposition
force.

Labour Party

History and Origins

- Founded in 1912, with roots in the trade union movement and socialist
ideals.
- Played a key role in establishing social welfare policies.

Ideology and Policies

- Social democracy and progressive policies.
- Focus on workers' rights, social justice, and equality.
- Support for public services and affordable housing.

Role in Irish Politics

- Traditionally a smaller party but influential in coalition governments.
- Has experienced fluctuations in support but maintains a core base.

Green Party



History and Origins

- Established in 1981.
- Grew out of environmental activism and social justice movements.

Ideology and Policies

- Environmental sustainability and climate action.
- Social justice, participatory democracy, and human rights.
- Emphasis on renewable energy, conservation, and sustainable development.

Role in Irish Politics

- Often part of coalition governments.
- Influences policies related to climate change, urban planning, and
biodiversity.

Other Notable Parties

e Social Democrats: A centre-left party advocating social justice,
healthcare, and progressive social policies.

e People Before Profit: A socialist party emphasizing anti-austerity
measures and social equality.

e Irish Freedom Party: A nationalist party advocating for Irish
sovereignty outside the EU.

Regional and Emerging Parties

While the above parties dominate national politics, Ireland also has regional
and smaller parties that influence local elections and policy debates.

Examples of Regional Parties

- Sinn Féin has strong support in Northern Ireland but also significant
influence in the Republic.

- Other regional groups focus on specific issues like agriculture, rural
development, or urban interests.

Emerging Parties and Movements

- New political movements often emerge around social issues, environmental



concerns, or anti-establishment sentiments.
- Digital and youth-led movements are gaining traction, influencing
traditional party agendas.

Party System Dynamics and Future Trends

The Irish political system is characterized by a multi-party landscape, often
requiring coalition governments. Several trends are shaping its future:

=

. Fragmentation and Coalition Politics: As support shifts, parties need to
collaborate more, leading to diverse coalition governments.

2. Rise of Sinn Féin: Its growing popularity suggests a shift in political
dynamics, potentially challenging traditional parties.

3. Focus on Social and Environmental Issues: Younger voters prioritize
climate action, social justice, and equality, influencing party
policies.

4. European Union Influence: Ireland’s EU membership continues to be a
significant factor in policy debates and party positioning.

Conclusion

The Republic of Ireland's political parties reflect a rich tapestry of
historical legacies, ideological diversity, and societal aspirations. From
the nationalist and populist roots of Fianna Fail to the progressive and
environmental focus of the Green Party, each party plays a crucial role in
shaping Ireland’s governance and policy landscape. The ongoing evolution of
these parties, driven by demographic changes, economic challenges, and global
influences, promises a dynamic future for Irish politics. As new issues
emerge and voter preferences shift, the party system is likely to continue
its multi-party, coalition-based character, ensuring a vibrant and responsive
democratic process.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main political parties in the Republic
of Ireland?

The main political parties in the Republic of Ireland include Fianna Fail,



Fine Gael, Sinn Féin, Labour Party, Green Party, and Social Democrats.

How has Sinn Féin's political influence changed in
recent years?

Sinn Féin has seen a significant rise in support, becoming one of the leading
parties in recent elections and gaining ground on both national and local
levels.

What is the ideological stance of Fianna Fail and
Fine Gael?

Fianna Fail is traditionally a centrist to center-right party with a history
of Irish republicanism, while Fine Gael is a center-right party emphasizing
fiscal conservatism and pro-European policies.

How do the Green Party's policies impact Irish
politics?

The Green Party advocates for environmental sustainability, climate action,
and social justice, influencing national policies especially on climate
change and energy.

What role does Sinn Féin play in Irish politics
today?

Sinn Féin is a major nationalist party advocating for Irish reunification and
social justice, and it is currently a significant opposition party and has
increased its influence in government.

Are new political parties emerging in Ireland?

Yes, parties like the Social Democrats and Renua have emerged, though they
currently hold less influence compared to established parties.

What is the stance of the Labour Party in Irish
politics?

The Labour Party traditionally advocates for social justice, workers' rights,
and public services, positioning itself as a center-left party.

How do Irish political parties approach the issue of
Irish reunification?

Parties like Sinn Féin actively promote reunification, whereas others, such
as Fine Gael and Fianna Fail, focus more on Irish sovereignty and



constitutional considerations.

What impact has recent voting trends had on the
traditional dominance of Fianna Fail and Fine Gael?

Recent elections have seen a decline in the dominance of Fianna Fail and Fine
Gael, with Sinn Féin and smaller parties gaining more seats and influence.

How do Irish political parties address economic and
social issues?

Parties differ in their approaches, with some emphasizing austerity and
fiscal responsibility, while others focus on social welfare, public
healthcare, and education reforms.

Additional Resources
Republic of Ireland Political Parties: An In-Depth Analysis

The political landscape of the Republic of Ireland is characterized by a
vibrant array of parties that reflect the country’s diverse history, cultural
values, and socio-economic concerns. Understanding these parties is essential
to grasp the country's governance, policy directions, and electoral dynamics.
This comprehensive review explores the major political parties in Ireland,
their origins, ideologies, structures, and roles within the Irish political
system.

Historical Context of Irish Political Parties

Ireland’s political scene has evolved significantly over the past century,
shaped by independence movements, constitutional development, and societal
changes. The primary political parties emerged in response to these
historical currents, representing various ideological perspectives—from
nationalism and republicanism to social democracy and liberalism.

Key Historical Milestones:

- The Irish War of Independence (1919-1921) led to the establishment of the
Irish Free State, laying the groundwork for party politics.

- The Civil War (1922-1923) created deep divisions, notably between pro- and
anti-treaty factions.

- Post-independence, parties such as Fianna Fail and Fine Gael emerged as
dominant forces, reflecting different visions of Irish identity and
governance.



- The evolution of a multi-party system was further enriched by newer parties
like Labour, Sinn Féin (re-establishing itself as a major party), and others.

Major Political Parties in the Republic of
Ireland

Ireland’s political landscape is primarily defined by a handful of major
parties, each with distinct ideological foundations and voter bases. Below,
we analyze these parties comprehensively.

Fianna Fail (Party of the Soldiers of Destiny)

Overview:

Founded in 1926 by Eamon de Valera, Fianna F&il is traditionally considered a
centrist to center-right party. It has historically positioned itself as the
party of Irish nationalism, sovereignty, and republicanism.

Ideology and Policy Positions:

- Irish nationalism and republicanism

- Social conservatism blended with pragmatic economic policies

- Support for a mixed economy, social welfare, and public services

- Emphasis on Irish sovereignty and independence

- Moderate Euroscepticism historically, though more pro-EU in recent years

Electoral Base and Influence:

- Voter base spans across rural and working-class communities

- Has been Ireland’s largest party for most of the 20th and early 21st
centuries

- Led the government for much of Ireland’s modern history, including during
significant economic growth phases

Strengths and Challenges:

- Strong brand recognition and historical legacy

- Internal debates over modernization and policy shifts

- Challenges from newer parties like Sinn Féin and Fine Gael

Fine Gael

Overview:

Established in 1933 from a merger of pro-Treaty factions, Fine Gael is
generally considered a center to center-right party. It positions itself as a
party of liberal conservatism, emphasizing economic stability, pro-European



policies, and law and order.

Ideology and Policy Positions:

- Pro-European Union and Atlanticism

- Market-oriented economic policies

- Support for enterprise, privatization, and fiscal responsibility

- Conservative stance on social issues, though more progressive than in the
past

- Focus on law enforcement, public safety, and national security

Electoral Base and Influence:

- Urban middle classes and professional sectors

- Support among business communities

- Has served as the main opposition party and frequently forms government
coalitions

Strengths and Challenges:

- Reputation for competence in economic management

- Facing criticisms over austerity measures and public service cuts
- Competing with Sinn Féin for left-leaning voters

Sinn Féin

Overview:

Re-emerging as a major political force in recent decades, Sinn Féin traces
its origins to the revolutionary Irish Republican movement. It has
transitioned from a paramilitary organization to a mainstream political
party.

Ideology and Policy Positions:

- Irish republicanism and reunification of Ireland

- Social justice, equality, and anti-austerity policies

- Progressive stances on social issues (e.g., housing, healthcare)
- Euroscepticism mixed with pragmatic engagement with the EU

- Emphasis on grassroots activism and community development

Electoral Base and Influence:

- Strong support in the North and increasingly in the Republic

- Particularly popular among younger voters and working-class communities
- Has seen significant electoral gains, becoming one of the two largest
parties

Strengths and Challenges:

- Rapid growth in voter support

- Addressing historical associations and internal divisions
- Balancing revolutionary roots with parliamentary politics



Labour Party

Overview:

Founded in 1912, the Labour Party is Ireland’s main social-democratic party.
It traditionally appeals to working-class and unionist voters but has
struggled to maintain electoral dominance.

Ideology and Policy Positions:

- Social justice and workers’ rights

- Progressive taxation and public services expansion

- Support for social equality, gender rights, and environmental
sustainability

- Advocacy for a fairer economy and strong social safety nets

Electoral Base and Influence:

- Union members and public sector workers

- Urban progressives and younger voters

- Historically a junior partner in coalition governments

Strengths and Challenges:

- Focused on social issues and equality

- Electoral decline in recent years due to competition from Sinn Féin and
others

- Need for renewal to regain relevance

Other Notable Parties

- Green Party: Emphasizes environmental sustainability, climate action, and
social justice. Increasingly influential, especially among younger voters.

- Social Democrats: A newer party focusing on social democracy, equality, and
progressive policies.

- Progressive Democrats (defunct): Once a significant liberal party,
dissolved in 2009, but its influence persists in policy debates.

- Independent Candidates: A significant number of independents and minor
parties influence local and national politics, often focusing on specific
issues.

Party System Dynamics and Electoral Performance

Ireland’s proportional representation system (Single Transferable Vote)
fosters a multi-party landscape, encouraging coalition governments. The main
dynamics include:

- Dominance of Fianna Fail and Fine Gael: These parties have historically



alternated in government, often forming coalitions with smaller parties and
independents.

- Rise of Sinn Féin: Its recent electoral surge has shifted traditional power
balances, challenging the two-party dominance.

- Role of Smaller Parties: Labour and Green parties often act as coalition
partners, influencing policy agendas.

- Impact of Independents: Local issues and personal votes often propel
independent candidates, playing kingmaker roles in government formations.

Recent Electoral Trends:

- The 2020 General Election marked a significant shift, with Sinn Féin
becoming the largest party in terms of first-preference votes.

- Coalition governments increasingly include multiple parties, reflecting a
fragmented but functional political system.

- Voter turnout remains high, demonstrating robust engagement with democratic
processes.

Policy and Ideological Trends

The Irish party system is characterized by evolving policy priorities:

- Economic Policies: Balancing austerity and growth, with recent focus on
housing, healthcare, and climate change.

- Social Issues: Progressive stances on marriage equality, abortion rights,
and gender equality.

- European Integration: While historically divided, most parties now support
EU membership, with debates over sovereignty and regulation.

- National Reunification: Sinn Féin leads on this issue, advocating for a
united Ireland, which increasingly influences mainstream politics.

Future Outlook of Irish Political Parties

The future of Ireland’s political parties will likely be shaped by:

- Demographic Changes: Younger voters tend toward Sinn Féin and Green Party,
while older voters often support Fianna Fail and Fine Gael.

- Policy Shifts: Climate change, housing crises, and economic inequality will
drive party platforms.

- European and Global Influences: Ireland’s role within the EU and global
economic trends will impact policy debates.

- Party Reforms: Internal party reforms and leadership changes may alter



party dynamics and electoral prospects.

Conclusion

The political parties of the Republic of Ireland form a complex, dynamic
system rooted in historical legacies yet adapting to contemporary challenges.
From the centrist and traditionally dominant Fianna Fail and Fine Gael to the
rising influence of Sinn Féin and the progressive Green and Social Democratic
parties, Ireland’s political landscape offers a rich tapestry of ideas and
interests. Understanding these parties’ ideologies, voter bases, and roles
within governance provides essential insights into Ireland’s political future
and its path forward as a modern, democratic nation.

Whether advocating for Irish reunification, economic reform, environmental
sustainability, or social justice, Ireland’s parties reflect the values and
aspirations of its people, continually evolving amidst changing societal
contexts.
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republic of ireland political parties: Political Parties in the Republic of Ireland Michael
Gallagher, 1985

republic of ireland political parties: Politics in the Republic of Ireland John Coakley, Michael
Gallagher, Eoin O'Malley, Theresa Reidy, 2023-08-31 Building on the success of previous editions,
Politics in the Republic of Ireland continues to provide an authoritative introduction to all aspects of
government and politics in this seventh edition. Written by some of the foremost experts on Irish
politics, it explains, analyses and interprets the background to Irish government and contemporary
political processes. It devotes chapters to every aspect of contemporary Irish government and
politics, including the political parties and elections, the constitution, deliberative democracy,
referendums, the Taoiseach and the governmental system, women and politics, the position of the
Déil, and Ireland’s place within the European Union. Bringing readers up to date with the very latest
developments, especially with the upheaval in the Irish party system and the implications of recent
liberalising referendums, the seventh edition combines substance with a highly readable style,
providing an accessible book that meets the needs of all those who are interested in knowing how
politics and government operate in Ireland.

republic of ireland political parties: Politics in the Republic of Ireland John Coakley, Michael
Gallagher, 2012-12-12 Politics in the Republic of Ireland is now available in a fully revised fourth
edition. Building on the success of the previous three editions, this text continues to provide an
authoritative introduction to all aspects of politics in the Republic of Ireland. Written by some of the
foremost experts on Irish politics, it explains, analyzes and interprets the background to Irish
government and contemporary political processes. Crucially, it brings the student up-to-date with
the very latest developments. New patterns of government formation, challenges to the established
political parties, ever-deepening, if sometimes ambivalent, involvement in the process of European
integration, a growing role in the politics of Northern Ireland and sustained discussion of gender
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issues are among these developments - along with evidence, revealed by several tribunals of
enquiry, that Irish politics is not as free of corruption as many had assumed.

republic of ireland political parties: Political Parties and the European Union John
Gaffney, 2002-09-11 A major textbook for comparative courses on European politics and for courses
on the European Union, providing a panoramic survey of the political parties of Europe.

republic of ireland political parties: Political Parties in Advanced Industrial Democracies
Paul Webb, 2002-09-26 How relevant and vital are political parties in contemporary democracies?
Do they fulfill the functions that any stable and effective democracy might expect of them, or are
they little more than moribund anachronisms, relics of a past age of political life, now superseded by
other mechanisms of linkage between state and society? These are the central questions which this
book aims to address through a rigorous comparative analysis of political parties operating in the
world'sadvanced industrial democracies. Drawing on the expertise of an impressive team of
internationally known specialists, the book engages systematically with the evidence to show that,
while a degree of popular cynicism towards them is often chronic, though rarely acute, parties have
adapted and survived asorganizations, remodelling themselves to the needs of an era in which
patterns of linkage and communication with social groups have been transformed. This has enabled
them to remain central to democratic systems, especially in respect of the political functions of
governance, recruitment and, albeit more problematically, interest aggregation. On the other hand,
the challenges they face in respect of interest articulation, communication and participation have
pushed parties into more marginalroles within Western political systems. The implications of these
findings for democracy depend on the observer's normative and theoretical perspectives. Those who
understand democracy primarily in terms of popular choice and control in public affairs will
probably see parties as continuing to play acentral role, while those who place greater store by the
more demanding criteria of optimizing interests and instilling civic orientations among citizens are
far more likely to be fundamentally critical. Comparative Politics is a series for students and teachers
of political science that deals with contemporary issues in comparative government and politics. The
General Editors are Max Kaase, Vice President and Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences,
International University Bremen, and Kenneth Newton, Professor of Government at Southampton
University. The series is published in association with the European Consortium for Political
Research.

republic of ireland political parties: Politics in Ireland Maura Adshead, Jonathan Tonge,
2009-04-21 Politics in Ireland is the first major text to provide an accessible and systematic analysis
of the politics of Ireland: North as well as South. With the development of a new Northern Irish
political system and increasing links across the island, the authors argue that the time is ripe to
study together the two polities, which share so much of a common history but which have had very
different evolutions through the 20th century. Drawing upon an exceptionally wide range of sources
and their own original research, the authors deploy a thematic approach to the study of political
institutions, political behaviour and public policy in both the Republic and Northern Ireland in order
to produce a detailed, but highly readable, assessment of governance and politics in both political
systems. This approach enables them both to outline the differences and similarities between the
polities and to explain how they relate to the wider world, in particular to the UK and to Europe.

republic of ireland political parties: Political Change across Britain and Ireland Paul
Gillespie, Michael Keating and Nicola McEwen,

republic of ireland political parties: Political Parties and Electoral Change Peter Mair,
Wolfgang C Muller, Fritz Plasser, 2004-06-09 This book provides a comparative overview and
account of how the parties in Western Europe have perceived contemporary challenges of electoral
dealignment and how they have responded - whether organizationally, programmatically, or
institutionally.

republic of ireland political parties: European Political Parties Stanley Henig, John Pinder,
2025-09-12 European Political Parties (1969) looks at the parties of Western Europe on a country by
country basis, examining their roles in the increasing political integration in the European Economic



Community. The party system is described, with a structural-functional analysis of individual parties.
Particular emphasis is given to the relationship between the parties and their respective
parliamentary groups, and between leaders and members.

republic of ireland political parties: Immigrant Incorporation in Political Parties Ricard
Zapata-Barrero, Iris Dahnke, Lea Markard, 2018-10-19 This book seeks to explore the potentialities
of strengthening a new field of research within migration and diversity studies, that of immigrant
incorporation in political parties. The point of departure of all the contributions to this volume is that
there is what we call a ‘diversity gap’ between political parties as public representative
organisations and diversity dynamics in democratic societies. Exploring the current strategies of
political parties developing first conceptual frameworks, theoretical foundations and empirical
hypothesis and approaches, this book examines case studies from four European countries:
Germany, Ireland, Portugal and Spain. This book was originally published as a special issue of Ethnic
and Racial Studies.

republic of ireland political parties: Irish Political Studies Reader Conor McGrath, Eoin
O'Malley, 2007-10-18 This is an introduction to the best available scholarship within Irish politics,
featuring the most influential and significant articles which have been published on Irish politics
during the past twenty years. Each article is accompanied by a new commentary by another leading
scholar which addresses the impact and contribution of the article and discusses how its themes
remain crucial today. The book covers all the most important topics within Irish politics including
political culture and traditions, political institutions and parties and the peace process. The
combination of the best original scholarship and contemporary commentaries on the core political
issues makes Irish Political Studies Reader an invaluable resource for all students and scholars of
Irish politics.

republic of ireland political parties: Parties, Politics, Peace Carrie Manning, lan O. Smith,
Ozlem Tuncel Gurlek, 2023-06-29 This pathbreaking book uncovers the important, underappreciated
role of armed opposition groups turned political parties in shaping long-term patterns of politics
after war. Based on an empirically grounded and theoretically informed retrospective on nearly 30
years of post-conflict democratic state-building efforts, it examines whether this practice has
contributed to peace and finds that engaging post-rebel parties in electoral politics has proven to be
a viable long-term strategy for bringing political stability, that disparate post-rebel parties from
different political contexts invest heavily in electoral politics, and that few post-rebel parties actively
seek return to civil conflict as a solution after becoming a political party. This book will be of key
interest to scholars, students, and practitioners in democracy, governance, elections, political
parties, post-conflict peacebuilding, and more broadly to international relations, comparative
politics, and regional politics.

republic of ireland political parties: Ireland 1798-1998 Alvin Jackson, 2025-03-24 The new
edition of Alvin Jackson’s highly influential survey of 200 years of Irish history In Ireland, 1798-1998:
War, Peace, and Beyond, award-winning historian Alvin Jackson provides a well-balanced and
authoritative account of modern Irish political history. Drawing on original research and extensive
readings in current scholarship, the author surveys Irish political parties, leaders, and movements
with a special emphasis on the tension between Irish nationalism and unionism. Opening with a
wide-ranging introduction to Irish history, the text describes the varieties and interconnections of
the Irish political experience through a sustained and coherent historical narrative, beginning with
the creation of militant republicanism and militant loyalism in the 1790s. Reader-friendly chapters
interweave social, economic, and cultural material while offering fresh analyses of familiar historical
issues and personalities. This third edition contains expanded coverage of the most recent political
developments in Ireland, both North and South. A new epilogue examines the impacts of the Good
Friday Agreement, the global banking crisis, Brexit, and COVID-19 on Irish politics and institutions.
The most up-to-date interpretation of modern Irish political history available in a single volume,
Ireland, 1798-1998: War, Peace, and Beyond, Third Edition, is a must-read for undergraduate and
graduate students working on Irish and British political history, as well as general readers with an




interest in the subject.

republic of ireland political parties: The Government and Politics of Ireland Basil Chubb,
2014-06-17 The third edition of Government and Politics in Ireland has been updated to take account
of the political developments that have taken place in Ireland between 1981 and 1991. Amongst the
topics covered are political parties, pressure groups, the government and the Dail and local
government.

republic of ireland political parties: Ireland, 1912-1985 Joseph Lee, 1989 Assessing the
relative importance of British influence and of indigenous impulses in shaping an independent
Ireland, this book identifies the relationship between personality and process in determining Irish
history.

republic of ireland political parties: Political Parties, Pressure Groups and Social Movements
Dr. Ram Ayodhya Singh, 2021-09-15 A political party is a political organization that typically seeks to
influence government policy, usually by nominating their own candidates and trying to seat them in
political office. Parties participate in electoral campaigns and educational outreach or protest
actions. Parties often espouse an expressed ideology or vision bolstered by a written platform with
specific goals, forming a coalition among disparate interests. An advocacy group is a group or an
organization which tries to influence the government but does not hold power in the government. A
single-issue group may form in response to a particular issue area sometimes in response to a single
event or threat. Some have developed into important social, political institutions or social
movements. Some powerful Lobby groups have been accused of manipulating the democratic system
for narrow commercial gain and in some instances have been found guilty of corruption, fraud,
bribery and other serious crimes; lobbying has become increasingly regulated as a result. Some
groups, generally ones with less financial resources, may use direct action and civil disobedience
and in some cases are accused of being a threat to the social order or ‘domestic extremists.
Research is beginning to explore how advocacy groups use social media to facilitate civic
engagement and collective action. Contents: ¢ Political Parties * The Role of Political Parties in
Constitutionalising Governance ¢ The Systemic Role of Parties and Interest Groups * Functions of
Pressure Groups * Growth of Pressure Groups ¢ Legal Representation of Interests ¢ Social
Movement ¢ Social Movement in India

republic of ireland political parties: Politics In Northern Ireland Rick Wilford, 2018-02-02
Despite the staggering number of books related to the Northern Ireland political arena, most of the
literature concentrates on only a few dimensions of ?the conflict? and especially on constitutional
policy and the on-going search for a resolution of the antagonisms. This original textbook, the first of
its kind, serves as a comprehensive examination of the subject by exploring these topics and other
important dimensions of politics which have been overlooked and undervalued.Politics in Northern
Ireland is written by a team of distinguished academics, drawn from both within and outside
Northern Ireland. It adopts the analytic tools of political science and brings a comparative
perspective to bear on the politics of Northern Ireland. Early chapters examine the historic sources
of conflict, analyze the period since the outbreak of the modern troubles, and discuss the differences
between the communities. The book then examines the nature of parties, elections, and elective
assemblies, before focusing on policy matters, such as fair employment, policing, and gender. In the
concluding chapter, contributors consider relations with the Republic of Ireland and discuss events
as current as today's headlines, including the historic breakthrough in negotiations, the
referendums, and the Assembly elections. The result is a well-rounded core text designed for the
classroom, as well as for those interested in learning more about different facets of politics in
Northern Ireland.

republic of ireland political parties: The Europeanization of Party Politics in Ireland,
North and South Katy Hayward, Mary Murphy, 2013-10-31 Ireland’s relationship with the
European Union has been determined by the behaviour, actions and discourse of political parties.
This book examines this impact through an in-depth analysis of the Europeanization of party politics
in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. First, it presents original research on cross-cutting




issues that have featured in political debates about European integration, including referendum
campaigns on EU treaties, Irish neutrality and party policy positions on the EU. Secondly, it is the
first book of its kind to examine in detail how each of the main parties on the island of Ireland has
adapted to EU membership. In doing so it both tests the thesis of ‘Europeanization’ and deepens
understanding of the impact that EU membership can have on national and sub-national party
politics. What this study reveals is that, while Europeanization is clearly evident in all parties in
Ireland, including those most critical of European integration, its influence has been strictly
curtailed. We argue that the effects of Europeanization in Irish party politics have been limited by
enduring resistance to - and conditions placed upon - EU influence in particular policy areas, the
importance of pragmatism and (sub-)national priorities in shaping parties’ approaches to European
integration and the fact that engagement with the EU continues to be a predominantly elite-led
process. This book was published as a special issue of Irish Political Studies.

republic of ireland political parties: The Analytic Hierarchy Process Bruce L. Golden, Edward
A. Wasil, Patrick T. Harker, 2012-12-06 Management science is a di scipl ine dedicated to the
development of techniques that enable decision makers to cope with the increasing complexity of
our world. The early burst of excitement which was spawned by the development and successful
applications of linear programming to problems in both the public and private sectors has
challenged researchers to develop even more sophisticated methods to deal with the complex nature
of decision making. Sophistication, however, does not always trans 1 ate into more complex
mathematics. Professor Thomas L. Saaty was working for the U. S. Defense Department and for the
U. S. Department of State in the late 1960s and early 1970s. In these positions, Professor Saaty was
exposed to some of the most complex decisions facing the world: arms control, the Middle East
problem, and the development of a transport system for a Third World country. While having made
major contributions to numerous areas of mathematics and the theory of operations research, he
soon realized that one did not need complex mathematics to come to grips with these decision
problems, just the right mathematics! Thus, Professor Saaty set out to develop a
mathematically-based technique for analyzing complex situations which was sophisticated in its
simplicity. This technique became known as the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) and has become
very successful in helping decision makers to structure and analyze a wide range of problems.

republic of ireland political parties: Harnessing Globalization Roy C. Nelson, 2015-10-29
How can countries in the underdeveloped world position themselves to take best advantage of the
positive economic benefits of globalization? One avenue to success is the harnessing of foreign
direct investment (FDI) in the “nontraditional” forms of the high-technology and service sectors,
where an educated workforce is essential and the spillover effects to other sectors are potentially
very beneficial. In this book, Roy Nelson compares efforts in three Latin American countries—Brazil,
Chile, and Costa Rica—to attract nontraditional FDI and analyzes the reasons for their relative
success or failure. As a further comparison, he uses the successes of FDI promotion in Ireland and
Singapore to help refine the analysis. His study shows that two factors, in particular, are critical.
First is the government’s autonomy from special interest groups, both domestic and foreign, arising
from the level of political security enjoyed by government leaders. The second factor is the
government’s ability to learn about prospective investors and the inducements that are most
important to them—what he calls “transnational learning capacity.” Nelson draws lessons from his
analysis for how governments might develop more effective strategies for attracting nontraditional
FDI.
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