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Understanding the intricate relationship between Israel and the Arab world
requires a deep dive into the historical strategies, ideological frameworks,
and diplomatic endeavors that have shaped their interactions over the
decades. Among the prominent scholars analyzing this dynamic is Avi Shlainm,
whose work on Israel's foreign policy and security strategies offers valuable
insights. One of his most significant contributions is the exploration of the
concept of the “Iron Wall” and its application to Israeli policy towards the
Arab nations. This article examines Avi Shlaim’s analysis of the “Iron Wall”
strategy, its origins, evolution, and implications for regional stability and
peace.

The Concept of the Iron Wall in Israeli
Strategy

Origins of the Iron Wall Doctrine

The “Iron Wall” concept was originally articulated by Ze'ev Jabotinsky, a
Zionist leader and founder of Revisionist Zionism, in the 1920s. Jabotinsky
argued that:

e Jewish settlers needed to build a strong, unassailable security barrier
(“Iron Wall”) to deter Arab opposition.

e This barrier would eventually lead to Arabs accepting Jewish
sovereignty.

The core idea was that peaceful coexistence could only be achieved after
Israel established a formidable military and political presence that Arab
nations could not challenge.

Avi Shlaim’s Interpretation and Analysis
Avi Shlaim critically examines the “Iron Wall” concept within the broader
context of Israeli security policy:

e He traces its influence from early Zionist ideology to the policies
adopted by the State of Israel post-1948.



e Shlaim emphasizes that Israel has historically prioritized military
strength and deterrence, embodying the “Iron Wall” philosophy.

e He argues that this approach has often resulted in a cycle of conflict,
as the strategy aims to delay peace negotiations until Israel feels
sufficiently secure.

Through his scholarly work, Shlaim highlights how the “Iron Wall” has shaped
Israel’s responses to Arab hostility, often favoring military solutions over
diplomatic engagement.

Evolution of Israel’s Policy Towards the Arab
World

Early Years and the Formation of the State of Israel

In the aftermath of the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, Israel adopted a security-
centric approach:

e The priority was establishing sovereignty and military strength.

e Relations with neighboring Arab states were characterized by hostility
and conflict.

Avi Shlaim discusses how this period cemented the “Iron Wall” mentality as a
fundamental aspect of Israeli security doctrine.

1967 Six-Day War and Its Aftermath

The 1967 war marked a significant turning point:

e Israel’s swift military victory expanded its territory and solidified
its military dominance.

e The war underscored the importance of maintaining a “buffer” through
military strength.

e Shlaim notes that this period saw an intensification of the “Iron Wall”
approach, with less emphasis on peace negotiations.



Post-0slo Accords and the Shift in Strategy
The 1990s brought renewed hope for peace:

e The Oslo Accords of 1993 aimed to establish a framework for Palestinian
self-governance and peace with Arab neighbors.

e However, Avi Shlaim points out that Israel’s continued settlement
expansion and security concerns hindered progress.

e Despite diplomatic efforts, Israel maintained a strong military posture,
reflecting the enduring influence of the “Iron Wall” mentality.

Shlaim suggests that the persistence of this approach has contributed to
recurring cycles of violence and mistrust.

Implications of the Iron Wall Strategy for
Regional Peace

Advantages and Justifications

Proponents of the “Iron Wall” approach argue:
1. It ensures Israel’s security by deterring hostile actions.

2. It provides a strategic advantage that discourages Arab military
threats.

3. It allows Israel to negotiate from a position of strength.

Criticisms and Challenges

Critics, including Avi Shlaim, contend that this strategy:
e Perpetuates hostility and mistrust in the region.
e Prevents the development of peaceful, diplomatic relations.
e Leads to ongoing cycles of conflict, violence, and instability.

e Neglects the political and human dimensions necessary for lasting peace.

Shlaim emphasizes that a reliance solely on military deterrence risks
entrenching conflict rather than resolving it.



Impact on Israeli-Arab Relations and Future
Prospects

Historical Patterns and Lessons

Avi Shlaim’s analysis highlights several lessons:
e The “Iron Wall” strategy has historically delayed peace efforts.
e It often results in escalation rather than resolution of conflicts.

e Long-term peace requires a shift towards diplomacy, mutual recognition,
and negotiation.

Possible Pathways Forward

Shlaim advocates for:

1. Revisiting diplomatic frameworks that emphasize dialogue over
deterrence.

2. Building confidence measures to reduce mutual fears.
3. Encouraging regional cooperation and integration.

4. Addressing core issues such as borders, refugees, and Jerusalem through
negotiation.

He underscores that breaking free from the “Iron Wall” mentality is essential
for achieving sustainable peace.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Avi Shlaim’s Analysis

Avi Shlaim’s work on the “Iron Wall” and its role in Israel’s foreign policy
offers a nuanced understanding of the persistent challenges in Israeli-Arab
relations. His critical perspective reveals that while military strength and
deterrence are vital components of security, they cannot alone ensure lasting
peace. Instead, Shlaim advocates for a balanced approach that combines
security with diplomatic engagement, mutual recognition, and regional
cooperation. Recognizing the historical patterns and lessons highlighted by
Shlaim is crucial for policymakers, scholars, and stakeholders aiming to
foster a more peaceful and stable Middle East. Moving beyond the “Iron Wall”
mentality may be the key to unlocking a future where coexistence replaces



conflict, and enduring peace becomes a tangible reality for Israel and its
Arab neighbors.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Avi Shlaim and what is his perspective on
Israel's 'Iron Wall' strategy?

Avi Shlaim is a prominent Israeli historian and scholar specializing in
Middle Eastern history. He critically examines Israel's 'Iron Wall' strategy,
which advocates for a firm military stance to deter Arab hostility, analyzing
its historical effectiveness and implications for peace and security.

How does Avi Shlaim interpret the impact of the
'Iron Wall' policy on Israeli-Arab relations?

Shlaim views the 'Iron Wall' policy as a persistent obstacle to peace,
arguing that its emphasis on military strength and deterrence has often led
to increased tensions rather than resolution, perpetuating cycles of conflict
between Israel and the Arab world.

What does Avi Shlaim say about the historical
origins of the 'Iron Wall' concept in Israeli
policy?

Shlaim traces the roots of the 'Iron Wall' concept to the early 20th century,
particularly to Ze'ev Jabotinsky's ideas, emphasizing a hardline approach

aimed at securing Jewish self-defense and asserting dominance, which has
influenced Israeli security policies over time.

According to Avi Shlaim, what are the limitations of
using military strength as the primary approach in
Israeli-Arab relations?

Shlaim argues that reliance on military strength often leads to a cycle of
escalation and retaliation, undermines diplomatic efforts, and fails to
address underlying political issues, thereby hindering the prospects for
peace and reconciliation.

How does Avi Shlaim view the future prospects of the
'Iron Wall' strategy in resolving Israeli-Arab
conflicts?

Shlaim suggests that the 'Iron Wall' strategy is increasingly ineffective and



that a shift towards diplomacy, mutual recognition, and political solutions
is necessary to achieve lasting peace in the region.

What critiques does Avi Shlaim offer regarding
Israel’s approach to the Arab world in relation to
the 'Iron Wall' doctrine?

Shlaim critiques Israel's persistent reliance on military deterrence, arguing
that it has entrenched hostility and mistrust among Arab states, and that a
more nuanced, diplomatic approach is essential for fostering stability and
peace.

Additional Resources

Avi Shlaim: The Iron Wall, Israel and the Arab World — An Investigative
Analysis

Introduction

Avi Shlaim, a renowned British-Israeli historian and scholar, has profoundly
shaped contemporary understandings of Israel's foreign policy, particularly
through his critical engagement with the concept of the "Iron Wall." His
works, especially The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World, delve into the
historical patterns, ideological underpinnings, and geopolitical realities
that have defined Israel's approach to its Arab neighbors. This investigative
article seeks to explore the depth of Shlaim's scholarship, its implications
for Middle Eastern politics, and the broader discourse on Israeli-Arab
relations.

The Origins of the "Iron Wall" Concept
Historical Roots

The phrase "Iron Wall" originates from Vladimir Lenin’s 1923 essay, where he
articulated a strategy for Jewish national movement in Palestine: to
establish a robust, unassailable presence that would eventually lead to
peaceful coexistence with Arabs once their opposition was exhausted. This
metaphor has since been adopted and adapted by Israeli policymakers and
scholars, notably by Ze'ev Jabotinsky, founder of Revisionist Zionism.

Jabotinsky's Vision

Jabotinsky's "Iron Wall" doctrine emphasized military strength and political
resilience as prerequisites for Jewish sovereignty and security. He argued



that Arabs would oppose Jewish settlement until Jewish strength became
undeniable, after which they would accept the reality of a Jewish state.

Shlaim’s Interpretation

Avi Shlaim critically examines how this ideology influenced Israeli policies
across different eras. He interprets the "Iron Wall" as emblematic of a
consistent Israeli belief in the necessity of military dominance to achieve
and maintain security, often at the expense of diplomatic efforts.

Shlaim's Critical Analysis of Israeli Policy
The Historical Pattern

In The Iron Wall, Shlaim traces a pattern from the early Zionist movement to
contemporary Israeli policies:

- Initial Settlement and Rejection: Early Jewish immigrants faced Arab
opposition, leading to cycles of violence and negotiation failures.

- Military Consolidation: Israel’s establishment involved military campaigns,
such as the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, which embedded the notion that strength
deters Arab hostility.

- Peace Attempts and Failures: Despite multiple peace initiatives—e.g., the
1993 Oslo Accords-Shlaim argues that the underlying strategy has remained
rooted in the "Iron Wall" principle.

- Continued Expansion: Israeli settlement expansion and military
interventions are seen as manifestations of this approach, aiming to solidify
territorial claims and preempt Arab opposition.

The Role of Security Dilemmas
Shlaim emphasizes that Israeli security concerns are often framed as
existential threats, which justify a hardline stance. This security dilemma

creates a cycle where military buildup begets Arab suspicion, fueling further
militarization.

The Dynamics of Israeli-Arab Relations
The Shift from Peace to Confrontation
While early Israeli leaders, such as David Ben-Gurion, expressed a

willingness to explore diplomatic solutions, subsequent policies reflected a
preference for strength. Shlaim discusses key moments:



- The 1956 Suez Crisis: Demonstrated Israel’s reliance on military action and
alliance with Western powers.

- The 1967 Six-Day War: Marked a turning point, with territorial expansion
reinforcing the "Iron Wall" approach.

- Post-0Oslo Period: Despite hopes for peace, settlement expansion and
military operations persisted.

The Impact of External Powers
Shlaim explores how external actors-Britain, the United States, the Soviet
Union—have influenced Israeli policies, often reinforcing the security

paradigm. U.S. support, in particular, has been pivotal in enabling Israel’s
military dominance.

The Arab World’s Response and Resistance
Arab Reactions to Israeli Policies

The Arab response has ranged from outright rejection to cautious diplomacy.
Shlaim highlights:

- Pan-Arab Resistance: Unified opposition, exemplified by the Arab League’s
1945 rejection of Jewish sovereignty.

- Military Responses: Several wars and uprisings aimed at reversing
territorial gains.

- Diplomatic Efforts: Attempts at peace, such as the Camp David Accords,
often met with skepticism and failure to produce lasting peace.

The Role of Palestinian Nationalism
A significant aspect of Arab resistance is Palestinian nationalism, which
Shlaim views as a reaction to Israeli policies rooted in the "Iron Wall"

doctrine. The persistent struggle underscores the limits of military strength
in resolving the conflict.

Critical Perspectives and Debates
Supporters of the "Iron Wall"
Proponents argue that Israel’s military strength is essential for survival

amid hostile neighbors and that diplomatic efforts are futile without
credible deterrence.



Critics and Shlaim’s Viewpoint

Shlaim critiques this stance, asserting that an overreliance on military
solutions perpetuates conflict. He advocates for a shift towards diplomacy,
justice, and recognition of Palestinian rights.

The Ethical Dilemmas

The debate also involves ethical considerations about occupation, human
rights, and the legitimacy of force. Shlaim emphasizes the importance of
acknowledging historical injustices and the need for a just peace.

The Contemporary Relevance
The Two-State Solution and Beyond

Despite international consensus on a two-state solution, Israeli policies
often undermine this goal through settlement expansion and unilateral
actions. Shlaim argues that these policies are consistent with the "Iron
Wall" mentality.

Recent Developments

- Gaza Conflicts: Military operations reflect the continued reliance on
force.

- Normalization Efforts: The Abraham Accords signify a possible shift, but
critics question whether these represent genuine peace or strategic re-
alignments.

Conclusion: Rethinking Security and Peace

Avi Shlaim’s scholarship challenges the conventional narrative of Israeli
security as solely achieved through military strength. His analysis suggests
that the "Iron Wall" approach has entrenched a cycle of hostility,
undermining prospects for peace. Achieving a sustainable resolution requires
moving beyond the paradigm of dominance towards recognition, justice, and
mutual security.

Final Reflections

Shlaim’s work remains a vital resource for understanding the complexities of
Israeli-Arab relations. It serves as a call for critical reflection on the
efficacy and morality of a strategy rooted in the "Iron Wall" doctrine. As
the Middle East continues to evolve, his insights remain relevant for



policymakers, scholars, and advocates committed to a just and lasting peace.

Keywords: Avi Shlaim, The Iron Wall, Israel and the Arab World, Israeli
foreign policy, Middle East conflict, Israeli-Arab relations, Palestinian
nationalism, security dilemma, peace process
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avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: The Iron Wall Avi Shlaim, 2000 This
book helps to understand the debate within Israel about the possibility of peace with the
Palestinians.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab
World (Updated and Expanded) Avi Shlaim, 2014-10-20 “Fascinating. . . . Shlaim presents
compelling evidence for a revaluation of traditional Israeli history.”—New York Times Book Review
For this newly expanded edition, Avi Shlaim has added four chapters and an epilogue that address
the prime ministerships from Barak to Netanyahu in the “one book everyone should read for a
concise history of Israel’s relations with Arabs” (Independent). What was promulgated as an
“iron-wall” strategy—building a position of unassailable strength— was meant to yield to a further
stage where Israel would be strong enough to negotiate a satisfactory peace with its neighbors. The
goal still remains elusive, if not even further away. This penetrating study brilliantly illuminates past
progress and future prospects for peace in the Middle East.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: The Discourse of Palestinian-Israeli
Relations Sean F. McMahon, 2010-04-15 This Foucault-inspired analysis of the degeneration of the
Oslo Process into direct Palestinian-Israeli violence critically examines the ideas and practices that
define Palestinian-Israeli relations. The text offers a radically different peace proposal that moves far
beyond exhausted calls for confidence-building measures and/or an end to settlement construction.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: Arabs and Israelis Abdel Monem Said
Aly, Shai Feldman, Khalil Shikaki, 2022-08-04 Lasting over 120 years, the Arab-Israeli conflict
involves divergent narratives about history, national identities, land ownership, injustices and
victimhood. Domestic forces and actors as well as international and regional dynamics have ensured
the conflict's durability. A distinguished team of authors comprising an Israeli, a Palestinian and an
Egyptian present a broader Arab perspective in this innovative textbook that offers a balanced and
nuanced introduction to a highly contentious subject. Providing an overview of key developments in
the history of the conflict, it explores attempts at resolution, before going on to portray the
perspectives of the important parties. It places the events of the conflict within a regional and
international context, providing an invaluable insight into the opposing narratives behind the
conflict. The much-anticipated second edition of Arabs and Israelis includes: - Up-to-date coverage of
key developments since the Arab Awakening, including the shifting pattern in relations from Obama
to Trump, the Abraham Accords, the fall of Netanyahu and the resurgence of the war in early 2021. -
Brand new 'Key Developments', 'Key Documents' and 'Key Figures' feature boxes to help students
zoom in on landmark events, policies and actors throughout history. - Detailed full colour maps,
timelines and photos to visually complement the text. - A rich companion website including
interactive timelines and maps, discussion questions, chapter summaries and more. A
comprehensive and engaging account of the Arab-Israeli conflict, it is the ideal companion for
students at undergraduate and postgraduate level taking History, Politics and Middle Eastern
Studies degrees.



https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-021/avi-shlaim-the-iron-wall-israel-and-the-arab-world.pdf

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: Conspiracy Theories in the Arab World
Matthew Gray, 2010-07-12 Conspiracism, while not unique to the Middle East, is a salient feature of
the political discourses of the region. This book discounts the common pathological explanation for
conspiricism and instead investigates the political structures and dynamics that have created and
shaped the phenomenon of conspiricism in the contemporary Middle East.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: The Arab World Kirk H. Sowell, 2004 In
a narrative depicting the rise of Islam, Kirk Sowel presents a panoramic experience of the Arab
peoples, whose world expanded from the Arabian Peninsula to include North Africa, the Levant and
the Persian Gulf. The author concludes with an analysis of present-day challenges facing the Arab
nations.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: Israel’s Foreign Policy Beyond the
Arab World Jean-Loup Samaan, 2017-11-28 For over 60 years, Israel’s foreign policy establishment
has looked at its regional policy through the lens of a geopolitical concept named the periphery
doctrine. The idea posited that due to the fundamental hostility of neighboring Arab countries, Israel
ought to counterbalance this threat by engaging with the periphery of the Arab world through
clandestine diplomacy. Based on original research in the Israeli diplomatic archives and interviews
with key past and present decision-makers, this book shows that this concept of a periphery was,
and remains, a core driver of Israel’s foreign policy. The periphery was borne out of the debates
among Zionist circles concerning the geopolitics of the nascent Israeli State. The evidence from
Israel’s contemporary policies shows that these principles survived the historical relationships with
some countries (Iran, Turkey, Ethiopia) and were emulated in other cases: Azerbaijan, Greece, South
Sudan, and even to a certain extent in the attempted exchanges by Israel with Gulf Arab kingdoms.
The book enables readers to understand Israel’s pessimistic - or realist, in the traditional sense -
philosophy when it comes to the conduct of foreign policy. The history of the periphery doctrine
sheds light on fundamental issues, such as Israel’s role in the regional security system, its
overreliance on military and intelligence cooperation as tools of diplomacy, and finally its enduring
perception of inextricable isolation. Through a detailed appraisal of Israel’s periphery doctrine from
its birth in the fifties until its contemporary renaissance, this book offers a new perspective on
Israel’s foreign policy, and will appeal to students and scholars of Middle East Politics and History,
and International Relations.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: Israeli Foreign Policy since the End
of the Cold War Amnon Aran, 2020-12-17 The first study of Israeli foreign policy towards the
Middle East and selected world powers, since the end of the Cold War to the present.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: The Endless Quest for Israeli-Palestinian
Peace Robert Serry, 2016-12-07 In this book a former United Nations Envoy offers an insider
perspective on conflict management and peace efforts during the three most recent failed peace
initiatives and three wars in Gaza. Robert Serry shares his reflections on walking the tight rope of
diplomacy between Israel and Palestine and his analysis of what has gone wrong and why a
“one-state reality” may be around the corner. Offering fresh thinking on how to preserve prospects
for a two-state solution, this book examines the UN’s uneasy history in the Arab-Israeli conflict since
partition was proposed in resolution 181 (1948) and provides a rare insight into the life of a United
Nations Envoy in today’s Middle East.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: Orde Wingate and the British Army,
1922-1944 Simon Anglim, 2015-10-06 Major General Orde Wingate (1903-1944) was the most
controversial British military commander of the Second World War, and perhaps of the last hundred
years. Anglim's biography fills a significant void in the literature, making extensive use of Wingate's
papers to place him firmly in the context of the British army of the time.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: Israel's Strategic Agenda Efraim Inbar,
2013-09-13 Divided into two clear parts, the first part of this book examines political and economic
factors in the global strategic environment including, the approach of US and EU foreign policies
towards Israel, global trends in the field of defence industries and the energy sector and their




implications for the Middle East and Israel. The second part focuses on Israel’s strategic agenda as
reflected in its military force design and doctrine, the dilemmas the country has faced in the course
of fighting its wars of attrition, the relations between military and civil sectors in Israel, the struggle
against Israel on the part of non-governmental organizations, Israel’s main security challenges and
national grand strategy. This book was previously published as a special issue of Israel Affairs.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: The Dark Side of Zionism Baylis
Thomas, 2011-01-01 The thesis of The Dark Side of Zionism, arising from new histories neglected by
the media, is that both the early Zionists and the Israelis sought their security through military
domination of the indigenous Arab population of Palestine. This strategy required avoiding
negotiations with the Palestinians as well as demonstrating Israeli military might through wars
initiated against Arab states opposed to an Israeli takeover of Palestine.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: America in the World Frank
Costigliola, Michael J. Hogan, 2013-12-23 This volume includes historiographical surveys of
American foreign relations since 1941 by some of the country's leading historians. Some of the
essays offer sweeping overviews of the major trends in the field of foreign/international relations
history. Others survey the literature on US relations with particular regions of the world or on the
foreign policies of presidential administrations. The result is a comprehensive assessment of the
historical literature on US foreign policy that highlights recent developments in the field.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: The Arab-Israeli Conflict Ian J. Bickerton,
2009-09-15 In this timely volume, noted military historian lan J. Bickerton examines this struggle in
detail, describing its beginnings with the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire following the end of
World War 1.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: When Parliaments Ruled the Middle East
Matthieu Rey, 2022-02-02 An essential study of parliamentary politics in postwar Iraq and Syria,
before the consolidation of authoritarian rule under the Ba’th Party When Parliaments Ruled the
Middle East explores three main interrelated issues to clarify what happened between 1946 and
1963 in Iraq and Syria: how and why a parliamentary system prevailed in both countries in the
aftermath of the Second World War; what social effects this system triggered, and, in turn, how
these changes affected the system; and finally, why the elites in both countries were unable to
overcome the unrest that brought an end to both a liberal era and to a certain kind of political game.
Drawing on a vast array of sources and rich archival research in French, English, and Arabic,
Matthieu Rey highlights the processes of the parliamentary system in the modern era, which are
very common to post-independence countries and to any representative regime. He tackles the
intersection of multifaceted political phenomena that were present in that moment in Iraq and Syria,
including regular elections, the implementation of emergency law, the freedom of the press, the
open expression of opinions, the formation of new political parties, frequent military coups, and the
joint exercise of power by members of the old classes and reformist newcomers. Treating this period
as neither an epilogue of the liberal order nor a prelude to authoritarianism, and stressing the
contingent, improvisatory aspects of political history, Rey fundamentally questions the transitional
nature of the period and in doing so proposes new ways and tools of examining it.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: The Oil Crisis Fiona Venn, 2016-07-01 In
October 1973 two crises - one economic, one political - intersected, with dramatic and long term
consequences for international relations. On 6 October, Egypt and Syria launched an attack on
Israel, and within a few days the major Arab oil producers announced their support by use of the ‘oil
weapon’, including a boycott of supplies for countries friendly to Israel and a programme of
production cuts. This was followed by the unilateral declaration of a steep increase in the price of oil
by the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). The result was international panic
and world recession. Crude oil prices soared by a massive fourfold in just three months. The West's
vulnerability had been exposed: it was being held hostage to oil. Yet, despite efforts to address this
dependence on oil imports in following years, the 1979 Iranian Revolution triggered a further
upward surge in prices. Today, the importance of oil remains at the forefront of the West's foreign



policy calculations in the Middle East. In this fascinating and timely new look at the oil crisis, Fiona
Venn examines these issues and the more unexpected effects of the crisis. She asks just how much
really changed in the economic balance of power. Most importantly she argues that OPEC was used
as a scapegoat for the world recession, which had been already underway when the crisis detonated.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: The Palestine-Israel Conflict Gregory
Harms, Todd M. Ferry, 2017-07-20 The Palestine-Israel conflict is the most notorious and ingrained
conflict in living memory. Yet the way it is reported in the media is often confusing, leading many to
falsely assume the hostilities stretch continuously back to an ancient period. The Palestine-Israel
Conflict provides a balanced, accessible, and annotated introduction that covers the full history of
the region, from Biblical times until today. Perfect for the general reader, as well as students, it
offers a comprehensive yet lucid rendering of the conflict, setting it in its proper historical context.
This fourth edition brings us up to date, and includes recent events such as Israel's Operation
Protective Edge, developments between Fatah and Hamas, ongoing Palestinian resistance, and the
entirety of the Obama years. This book cuts though the layers of confused and contradictory
information on the subject, and will help clarify the ongoing conflict for its readers.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: The International Politics of an Embodied
God Stephen Chan, OBE, 2024-10-02 In a world of violence in which religion seems to play an
increasing role, the understanding of the Religions of the Book, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, is
highly important. This book concentrates on these religions, all with common ancestry, that claim
their mandates come from a holy text. These religions are embodied in both a text and a political
purpose associated with a contentious nationalism and internationalism. Chan indicates their
commonalities, especially in the political realm, but also their approaches to conflict with one
another, within themselves, and with others who do not have a centralizing Book.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: Does Israel Have a Future? Constance
Hilliard, 2009 The Jewish people are in greater danger than ever before. Given the debacle in Iraq,
many Americans who had not taken a serious interest in the Middle East have begun asking
themselves, What are we doing wrong? Why do we keep misreading the signals coming from that
part of the world? More fundamentally, where will Israel be in two, five, ten years from now? Should
Zionism be replaced by a post-Zionist state that welcomes all people, rather than one that privileges
only the Jews? Will there even be a Jewish state? These are the questions Constance Hilliard
addresses in Does Israel Have a Future?, forgoing polemics and wishful thinking for straight talk and
painful truths. In this thoroughly researched book, Hilliard presents an honest assessment of the
Jewish state's chances for survival given the forces ranged against it. The discussions about the
future of the Jewish state analyzed in this book are some of the most significant to engage Israelis
since 1948, dominating the airwaves, newspapers, and café conversations. Distilling these disparate
views into a simple, straightforward exploration of one of the most explosive issues of our time--one
into which few people outside Israel have delved as deeply as Hilliard has--the author presents a
provocative argument that will appeal to scholars and students of international affairs, political
science, and the Middle East, as well as general readers concerned about Israel's future.

avi shlaim the iron wall israel and the arab world: Pretending Democracy Jeenah, Na'eem,
2018-06-14 This powerful collection from an international mix of respected academics, newer voices
and political activists explores the place of Israel as a Jewish state in today’s modern world - a world
in which identities, citizenship and human rights are defined in increasingly cosmopolitan and
inclusive ways. Offering compelling and comprehensive arguments as to why Israel falls into the
category of an ethnocentric state, the contributions to this volume explore four central themes. They
reveal the reality behind Israel’s founding myths. They document the experiences of some of those
who have fallen victim to this ethnic state. Then, they draw comparisons with other ethnic states,
notably South Africa, and finally, they point towards the radical hope of achieving a single nation,
united, peaceful and just. Unpacking both Jewish and Palestinian nationalism, the nation-state, and
ethnic nationalism, this fascinating collection offers new insights into one of the world’s most
intractable conflicts. It will appeal not only to scholars and teachers, but to anyone interested in the



history, politics, anthropology and legal standing of Palestine-Israel. Contributors: Ali Abunimabh,
Neville Alexander, Max du Plessis, Steven Friedman, Daryl Glaser, Ran Greenstein, Heidi
Grunebaum, Adam Habib, Na’eem Jeenah, Ronnie Kasrils, Smadar Lavie, Fouad Moughrabi, Nadim
N Rouhana, Shlomo Sand, Avi Shlaim, Azzam Tamimi, Salim Vally, Oren Yiftachel, Andre Zaaiman
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