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The Accursed Kings Maurice Druon is a captivating historical series that has enthralled readers
for decades. Authored by the renowned French novelist Maurice Druon, this series intricately
weaves a tale of political intrigue, dynastic struggles, and medieval history. With its rich storytelling
and meticulous research, The Accursed Kings stands as a timeless classic that continues to garner
new fans worldwide.

Overview of Maurice Druon's The Accursed Kings

Maurice Druon’s The Accursed Kings (originally Les Rois Maudits) is a series of seven historical
novels published between 1955 and 1977. The series vividly depicts the tumultuous period of French
history during the late 14th and early 15th centuries, specifically focusing on the decline of the
Capetian and Valois dynasties.

Background and Historical Context

The series is set against the backdrop of the Hundred Years’ War, the internal power struggles
within France, and the complex web of alliances and betrayals among noble families. Druon’s
storytelling brings to life the personalities of kings, queens, and courtiers who shaped French
history.

The Titles in the Series
The seven books in The Accursed Kings series are:

1. Les Rois Maudits (The Accursed Kings) (1955)

2. Les Juifs et les Croisés (The Jews and the Crusaders) (1956)

3. Les Poisons de la Couronne (The Crown’s Poisoners) (1957)

4. La Loi des Hommes (The Law of Men) (1958)

5. Le Lis et le Lion (The Lily and the Lion) (1960)

6. Les Chemins de la Couronne (The Paths of the Crown) (1962)

7. Quand un Roi Perd la France (When a King Loses France) (1977)

These novels form a comprehensive narrative that explores the decline of the French monarchy and
the rise of chaos and civil war.

Key Themes and Elements in The Accursed Kings

Maurice Druon’s series is celebrated for its compelling themes and historical accuracy. Here are
some of the core elements that define the series:

Political Intrigue and Power Struggles
The series masterfully depicts the ruthless pursuit of power among noble families, kings, and
courtiers. It highlights the constant threats of conspiracy, betrayal, and assassination that

characterized medieval politics.

Dynastic Marriages and Alliances



Marriage alliances are central to the series, illustrating how strategic unions influenced political
outcomes, territorial disputes, and succession crises.

Superstition and Religious Influence

Druon’s portrayal captures the pervasive influence of religion and superstition in medieval society,
affecting decisions and perceptions of legitimacy.

Human Flaws and Morality

The characters are complex, often torn between personal ambition, loyalty, and morality. Druon
explores themes of greed, betrayal, and redemption.

Historical Accuracy and Detail

Druon’s meticulous research lends authenticity to his storytelling, providing readers with rich
descriptions of medieval life, court rituals, and warfare.

Main Characters in the Series
The series features a host of memorable characters, including:

- King Philip the Fair (Philippe le Bel): The powerful French king whose reign sets much of the
series’ events.

- Queen Joan I of Navarre: A pivotal figure whose marriage alliances influence French politics.
- Charles IV of France: The last of the Capetian kings, whose death triggers succession crises.
- Phillipe of Valois: The noble who becomes King Philip VI, beginning the Valois dynasty.

- Robert of Artois: A cunning noble involved in political machinations.

- Mahaut of Artois: A shrewd and ambitious noblewoman.

These characters, among others, are portrayed with depth and complexity, bringing medieval history
vividly to life.

Significance and Influence of The Accursed Kings

Literary Impact

Maurice Druon’s series is often credited with inspiring George R.R. Martin’s A Song of Ice and Fire
series, with its portrayal of political machinations and medieval settings. Druon’s storytelling
techniques, including intricate plotting and multi-dimensional characters, set a standard for
historical fiction.

Cultural Legacy

The popularity of The Accursed Kings led to adaptations in various media, most notably a 1972
French television series that brought the story to a broader audience. The series has also influenced
numerous writers and historians interested in medieval France.

Educational Value

Due to its detailed depiction of historical events and society, Druon’s series is a valuable resource



for students and enthusiasts of medieval history. It provides a narrative-driven approach to
understanding complex historical dynamics.

Why Read The Accursed Kings Today?
Engaging Historical Fiction

The series offers an immersive experience into medieval France, blending factual history with
compelling storytelling. It’s perfect for readers interested in history, political intrigue, and
character-driven plots.

Rich Language and Style

Maurice Druon’s elegant prose and vivid descriptions make the series enjoyable and accessible, even
for those unfamiliar with medieval history.

Timeless Themes

Themes of power, betrayal, loyalty, and morality remain relevant today, making the series resonate
with modern readers.

Tips for New Readers

- Start with the first book: Les Rois Maudits introduces key characters and sets the stage for the
series.

- Familiarize with medieval French history: A basic understanding enhances appreciation of the
nuances.

- Take your time: The series is rich in detail; savor each book to fully grasp its depth.

- Explore adaptations: Watching the 1972 TV series can provide visual context and enhance
understanding.

Conclusion

The Accursed Kings Maurice Druon remains a landmark in historical fiction, offering an
enthralling glimpse into one of France’s most turbulent periods. Druon’s masterful storytelling,
combined with historical accuracy, creates a series that is both educational and entertaining.
Whether you are a history enthusiast, a fan of political thrillers, or simply seeking a compelling read,
The Accursed Kings is a literary treasure that continues to captivate audiences around the world.
Dive into this epic saga to uncover the secrets, betrayals, and passions that shaped medieval France
and left a lasting legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Accursed Kings' by Maurice
Druon?

The series explores themes of power, betrayal, intrigue, and the decline of the Capetian dynasty
during medieval France.



How many books are in Maurice Druon's 'The Accursed Kings
series?

The series consists of seven novels, beginning with 'Les Rois Maudits' (The Accursed Kings) and
followed by six sequels.

Why has 'The Accursed Kings' series remained popular over
the years?

Its compelling storytelling, richly detailed historical accuracy, and complex characters have kept
readers captivated, inspiring adaptations like the famous French TV series.

Is 'The Accursed Kings' based on real historical events?

Yes, the series is inspired by real historical events and figures from 14th-century France, though
Druon inserted fictional elements to enhance the narrative.

What impact did Maurice Druon’s ‘'The Accursed Kings' have
on historical fiction?

It is considered a pioneering work that influenced the genre, inspiring later authors and contributing
to the popularity of historical novels set in medieval Europe.

Are there any modern adaptations of 'The Accursed Kings'
series?

Yes, the most notable adaptation is the 1972 French television series 'Les Rois Maudits,' which
brought renewed attention to Druon’s work worldwide.

Additional Resources
The Accursed Kings by Maurice Druon: An Expert Review and In-Depth Exploration

Introduction: A Timeless Masterpiece in Historical
Fiction

When discussing landmark works of historical fiction, Maurice Druon’s The Accursed Kings (French:
Les Rois Maudits) stands out as a quintessential series that masterfully blends history, intrigue, and
compelling storytelling. Originally published between 1955 and 1977, this series has captivated
readers worldwide, inspiring adaptations, including the renowned French television series of the
same name. As an expert reviewer and avid enthusiast, [ will delve into the depths of Druon’s work,
exploring its significance, narrative structure, historical accuracy, and lasting influence.



Overview of the Series

Maurice Druon’s The Accursed Kings comprises seven historical novels that depict the tumultuous
period of French history during the late 13th and early 14th centuries, focusing on the last Capetian
kings, their court, and the political machinations that led to the Hundred Years’ War.

Titles in the Series:

. Le Roi de fer (The Iron King)

. Les Périls de I'Océan (The Robe of Gold)

. Les Juifs et les Croisés (The Scarlet Queen)

. La Loi des Maudits (The She-Wolf of France)
. La Loi de I'Exil (The Lily and the Throne)

. Le Lis et le Lion (The Queen’s Necklace)

. Les Chemins de la Mer (The King’s Secret)
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Each installment builds upon the previous, weaving a complex tapestry of political intrigue, familial
rivalry, betrayal, and loyalty. Druon’s meticulous research and vivid storytelling create a compelling
narrative that feels both authentic and enthralling.

Historical Context and Accuracy

Setting the Stage: The Late Capetian Dynasty

The series is set during the waning years of the Capetian dynasty, a period marked by internal strife,
external threats, and the gradual decline of royal authority. Druon’s portrayal is grounded in
extensive historical research, and he skillfully captures the political landscape of medieval France,
including:

- The power struggles among noble families

- The influence of the Papacy

- The rising importance of the Parlement of Paris
- The external threats from England and Flanders

Authenticity and Artistic License

While Druon’s work is celebrated for its historical fidelity, he occasionally employs artistic license to
enhance narrative tension. For example:

- Characters’ dialogues are often dramatized to heighten emotional impact.

- Some events are condensed or fictionalized to streamline the story.

- The series emphasizes the personalities and motivations of key figures, sometimes extrapolating
their inner thoughts.



Despite these creative choices, Druon’s depiction remains remarkably faithful, serving as an
accessible gateway into the complexities of medieval French politics.

Major Themes and Motifs

Power and Corruption

At its core, The Accursed Kings examines the corrupting influence of power and the moral dilemmas
faced by those seeking to preserve or expand it. Druon explores how ambition, greed, and treachery
often undermine noble ideals.

Loyalty and Betrayal

The series is rife with instances of loyalty tested and betrayals uncovered. Characters grapple with
personal allegiance versus political necessity, making their choices both compelling and tragic.

Fate and Destiny

Druon weaves an underlying sense of destiny, suggesting that the course of events is shaped by both
human agency and inevitable forces. This motif underscores the tragic destiny of the kings and the
kingdom itself.

Mysticism and Superstition

Medieval society’s belief systems permeate the narrative, adding layers of superstition, curses, and
divine justice that influence characters’ actions and perceptions.

Character Development and Central Figures

Key Characters:

- King Philip the Fair (Philippe le Bel): A shrewd and ruthless monarch whose political maneuvers set
much of the series’ events in motion.

- Jacques de Molay: The Grand Master of the Templar Order, whose fate intertwines with the
political upheavals.

- Queen Jeanne (Jeanne de Navarre): A strong-willed figure whose marriage alliances influence the
dynastic struggles.

- Charles IV: The last Capetian king, whose death sparks succession crises.

- Count of Flanders: A rival noble whose ambitions threaten the crown.

Druon’s characterization is nuanced, with each figure possessing depth, flaws, and motivations that
mirror the complexities of real historical figures. This depth invites readers to empathize with their



struggles, even amidst morally ambiguous actions.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

Engaging and Accessible Prose

Druon’s writing combines scholarly rigor with a narrative style that is both accessible and
captivating. His language is rich yet clear, balancing historical detail with storytelling finesse.

Use of Multiple Perspectives

The series employs a multi-layered narrative, giving voice to various characters—from monarchs and
nobles to commoners—creating a panoramic view of medieval society. This technique enhances the
realism and depth of the story.

Dramatic Pacing

While rich in detail, Druon maintains a brisk pace, ensuring that readers remain engaged through
cliffhangers, political machinations, and unexpected twists.

Impact and Cultural Significance

Influence on Popular Culture

The Accursed Kings has left a lasting mark on literature and media. Its influence is evident in:

- The inspiration it provided for George R.R. Martin’s A Song of Ice and Fire series

- The successful French television adaptation (1972 and 2005 versions)

- Its role in popularizing medieval French history globally

Educational Value

Beyond entertainment, Druon’s series serves as a valuable educational resource, providing insights
into medieval politics, society, and culture. Its detailed depiction of courtly life, diplomacy, and
warfare offers a rich context for students and history enthusiasts alike.

Critical Reception

Critics praise Druon for his meticulous research, vibrant characterizations, and ability to weave

historical facts into compelling narratives. The series is often recommended for readers interested in
medieval history, political intrigue, and well-crafted storytelling.



Why Read The Accursed Kings Today?

A Gateway to History

For modern readers, Druon’s series offers an immersive experience into a pivotal period of French
history, making complex political dynamics accessible and engaging.

Timeless Themes

Themes of power, betrayal, loyalty, and fate remain relevant across ages, resonating with
contemporary audiences navigating similar struggles.

Literary Excellence

The series exemplifies high-quality historical fiction, blending meticulous research with engaging
storytelling, setting a benchmark for the genre.

Conclusion: An Essential Classic for Enthusiasts

Maurice Druon’s The Accursed Kings is more than a series of historical novels; it is a masterclass in
storytelling, historical authenticity, and character development. Its influence extends beyond
literature into popular culture, inspiring adaptations and subsequent writers. Whether you are a
history buff, a lover of political intrigue, or simply seeking a richly woven narrative set in medieval
France, Druon’s work remains an essential read.

In an era where many historical novels prioritize sensationalism or superficial storytelling, The
Accursed Kings stands out as a testament to the enduring power of well-researched, expertly crafted
literature. Its timeless appeal ensures that it will continue to enthrall readers for generations to
come, cementing Maurice Druon’s legacy as a master of historical fiction.

In summary, The Accursed Kings by Maurice Druon is a towering achievement in the realm of
historical fiction, offering a meticulously researched, richly detailed, and emotionally compelling
portrayal of medieval France’s dynastic struggles. Its themes, characters, and narrative
craftsmanship make it a must-read for anyone interested in history, political intrigue, or exceptional
storytelling.
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