
puck of pook's hill kipling

puck of pook's hill kipling is a captivating collection of stories written by
Rudyard Kipling that seamlessly blend elements of folklore, adventure, and
history. First published in 1906, this anthology continues to enchant readers
with its vivid storytelling, richly developed characters, and deep cultural
themes. Rooted in British colonial India and British folklore, the stories in
Puck of Pook's Hill offer a unique window into a bygone era, capturing the
imagination of both young and adult readers alike. In this comprehensive
article, we explore the themes, stories, historical context, and significance
of Puck of Pook's Hill, providing an in-depth understanding of why it remains
a beloved literary work.

---

Overview of Puck of Pook's Hill by Rudyard
Kipling

Background and Publication
Puck of Pook's Hill was published in 1906 and is considered a sequel to
Kipling's earlier work, Rewards and Fairies. The collection consists of a
series of interconnected stories that revolve around two children, Dan and
Una, who encounter various characters from British history and folklore.
Through these encounters, Kipling explores themes of bravery, heritage, and
the importance of understanding history.

Main Characters and Setting
- Dan and Una: The two young protagonists who serve as the readers' guides
into the stories.
- Puck: A mischievous fairy or sprite, inspired by the folklore of the same
name, who introduces the children to the stories.
- Historical Figures and Folklore Characters: Including Robin Hood, King
Arthur, and various ancient tribes, each representing different facets of
British history and mythology.

The stories are set in the English countryside, specifically in the area
around Puck's Hill, a fictional location that serves as a magical nexus for
history and legend.

---

Major Themes in Puck of Pook's Hill

Historical Heritage and National Identity
Kipling emphasizes the importance of understanding one's history and cultural
roots. The stories serve as a reminder that the past shapes the present and



that national identity is built upon the deeds of those who came before.

Folk Tales and Mythology
The collection celebrates folklore and mythology, showcasing legendary
figures and stories that have been passed down through generations. Kipling's
storytelling brings these legends to life, emphasizing their relevance and
lessons.

Adventure and Courage
Many stories feature characters facing adversity with bravery and
resourcefulness. Kipling highlights virtues such as loyalty, perseverance,
and honor.

Connection with Nature
The stories often feature the natural environment as a vital element,
reflecting Kipling's appreciation for the British countryside and its
influence on character and destiny.

---

Key Stories in Puck of Pook's Hill

1. "The Head of the District"
This story introduces the children to a local hero who defends his village
against invaders, emphasizing themes of heroism and community.

2. "The Voice of the City"
A tale that explores urban life versus rural traditions, highlighting the
differences and shared values between the two.

3. "The Knights of the Silver Shield"
Set in medieval times, this story recounts a legendary knight’s quest,
illustrating themes of honor and sacrifice.

4. "The Lost Legions"
A story about Roman soldiers in Britain, emphasizing the enduring legacy of
history and the importance of remembrance.

5. "The Witch's Child" and "The Last of the Lairds"
These folklore-inspired tales delve into magic, mysticism, and the connection



between humans and the supernatural.

---

Historical and Cultural Significance

Kipling’s Role in Preserving Folklore and History
Rudyard Kipling’s work in Puck of Pook's Hill is instrumental in preserving
British folklore and history. His stories serve as a literary bridge
connecting modern readers to ancient legends and historical events.

Educational Value
The collection is often used in educational settings to teach children about
history, mythology, and moral virtues. Its engaging storytelling makes
complex themes accessible and memorable.

Influence on Literature and Popular Culture
Puck of Pook's Hill has influenced countless writers and has been adapted
into various media, including radio plays and children's literature. Its
enduring popularity attests to its significance in the canon of children's
and historical literature.

---

Analyzing the Literary Style of Rudyard Kipling
in Puck of Pook's Hill

Use of Narrative Technique
Kipling employs a conversational and approachable narrative style, often
breaking the fourth wall with direct addresses to the reader. His use of
vivid imagery and dialect enhances authenticity.

Integration of Folklore and History
The stories blend factual historical accounts with fictionalized folklore,
creating a seamless narrative that educates while entertaining.

Poetry and Verse
Kipling’s poetic prowess is evident throughout the collection, often using
rhyme and meter to evoke the musicality of oral storytelling traditions.

---



Why Puck of Pook's Hill Remains Relevant Today

Timeless Lessons
The stories teach values such as bravery, loyalty, and respect for history,
which remain relevant across generations.

Celebration of Cultural Heritage
In an era of globalization, Kipling’s emphasis on understanding and valuing
cultural roots encourages readers to appreciate their own heritage.

Engagement with Nature and Environment
The stories foster an appreciation for the natural world, aligning with
contemporary environmental concerns.

Adaptability and Continued Popularity
Puck of Pook's Hill continues to inspire adaptations, from stage productions
to educational curricula, ensuring its legacy endures.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Puck of
Pook's Hill

Rudyard Kipling’s Puck of Pook's Hill stands as a testament to the power of
storytelling in preserving history, folklore, and moral values. Its rich
tapestry of characters, legends, and lessons offers readers a meaningful
journey into Britain’s cultural past while fostering a sense of wonder and
curiosity. Whether appreciated for its literary artistry or its educational
insights, Puck of Pook's Hill remains a vital work that continues to enchant
and inform audiences around the world. Its timeless appeal lies in Kipling’s
masterful blending of fact and fiction, making it a cornerstone of children’s
literature and a cherished cultural artifact.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'Puck of Pook's Hill' by
Rudyard Kipling?

The main theme revolves around the celebration of British history, folklore,
and cultural heritage through stories set in ancient and medieval times,
blending fantasy with reality.

Who are the central characters in 'Puck of Pook's
Hill'?

The story centers around two children, Dan and Una, who meet the mysterious
Puck and encounter various historical and legendary characters from British
history.

How does Kipling incorporate folklore into 'Puck of
Pook's Hill'?

Kipling uses characters like Puck and other mythical figures to weave stories
rooted in British folklore, emphasizing the importance of tradition and myth
in understanding history.

What is the significance of the setting in 'Puck of
Pook's Hill'?

The stories are set in the English countryside, particularly around a hill
called Pook's Hill, which serves as a mystical meeting place connecting the
past and present.

How does 'Puck of Pook's Hill' reflect Kipling's
views on history and culture?

The collection highlights Kipling's admiration for British history, culture,
and legends, emphasizing their importance in shaping national identity and
moral values.

Is 'Puck of Pook's Hill' suitable for children, and
what lessons does it impart?

Yes, it is suitable for children and imparts lessons about bravery,
patriotism, respect for history, and the value of storytelling and tradition.

What is the literary style of 'Puck of Pook's Hill'
and how does it enhance the stories?

Kipling employs a poetic, narrative style with vivid imagery and rich
language, which brings the stories to life and immerses readers in the
mythical and historical worlds.



Additional Resources
Puck of Pook’s Hill Kipling is a captivating collection of stories that
exemplifies Rudyard Kipling’s masterful storytelling and deep engagement with
British colonial history, folklore, and the natural world. Published in 1906,
this anthology stands as a significant work in Kipling’s oeuvre, blending
fantasy, history, and moral lessons through vivid narratives and memorable
characters. In this article, we will delve into an in-depth analysis of Puck
of Pook’s Hill Kipling, exploring its themes, structure, and enduring
relevance, providing a comprehensive guide for readers and scholars alike.

An Introduction to Puck of Pook’s Hill Kipling

Puck of Pook’s Hill Kipling is a collection of twelve stories set in rural
England, primarily in the counties of Warwickshire and Worcestershire. The
stories are framed as a series of conversations and encounters involving two
children, Dan and Una, and a mysterious figure named Puck, who is a
mischievous fairy from English folklore. Through these interactions, Kipling
weaves tales that span centuries, illuminating England’s history, folklore,
and the natural environment.

The stories are divided into two halves: the first six are narrated by Puck
himself, while the latter six are narrated by a British soldier, named Ford,
who shares stories from his military experiences. This dual narration adds
layers of perspective and enriches the collection’s thematic diversity.

Central Themes in Puck of Pook’s Hill Kipling

1. The Tapestry of History and Folklore

One of the defining features of Puck of Pook’s Hill Kipling is its seamless
blending of history and folklore. Kipling uses storytelling as a means to
preserve and celebrate English cultural heritage. The stories transport
readers from prehistoric times to the Elizabethan era and beyond, emphasizing
the continuity of cultural memory.

2. The Natural World and Rural Life

Kipling’s deep appreciation for the English countryside and its natural
inhabitants is evident throughout the stories. The natural environment is
depicted as vibrant, dynamic, and interconnected with human history. This
theme underscores the importance of respecting and understanding nature.

3. Morality, Courage, and Identity

The stories often feature characters who exhibit virtues such as bravery,
loyalty, and honesty. By highlighting these qualities within historical and
folkloric contexts, Kipling aims to instill moral values and a sense of
identity rooted in history and tradition.

4. Colonial and Imperial Perspectives

While the collection is primarily focused on rural England, some stories
subtly engage with themes of empire, duty, and cultural identity, reflecting
Kipling’s complex views on British imperialism.

Structural Overview of the Collection

Puck of Pook’s Hill Kipling comprises twelve stories, each contributing to



the overarching themes. Here’s a brief overview:

Stories Narrated by Puck

- “Puck’s Song”: An introductory piece that sets the tone with a folkloric
perspective.
- “The Pooka”: A tale about a mischievous fairy figure.
- “The Knights of the Joyous Venture”: An adventure involving medieval
knights and legendary quests.
- “The Lost Legion”: A story about Roman soldiers and their loyalty.
- “The Witch’s Child”: A tale of magic, curses, and moral lessons.
- “The Voice”: A reflection on the power of storytelling and memory.

Stories Narrated by Ford

- “The Cavalryman’s Story”: Based on Kipling’s own military experiences,
depicting bravery and camaraderie.
- “The Queen’s Daughter”: A romantic and historical narrative.
- “The People of the Pit”: A story exploring the darker aspects of human
nature and history.
- “The Runes”: An exploration of ancient symbols and their significance.
- “The Propagation of the Gospel”: A humorous yet insightful story about
missionary work.
- “The Tree of Justice”: A moral tale emphasizing fairness and righteousness.

Literary Style and Techniques

Kipling’s writing in Puck of Pook’s Hill Kipling exemplifies his
characteristic narrative style—rich, descriptive, and imbued with rhythmic
cadences. Some noteworthy techniques include:

- Use of Dialect and Local Speech: Kipling often employs regional dialects to
lend authenticity to his characters.
- Interweaving of Folklore and History: Blending factual history with mythic
elements to create a layered narrative.
- Frame Narrative: The stories are presented within a framing device
involving the children and Puck, which creates a sense of continuity and
engagement.
- Moral Reflection: Many stories conclude with a moral or philosophical
insight, encouraging readers to reflect on human nature.

Significance and Enduring Relevance

Puck of Pook’s Hill Kipling remains relevant today for several reasons:

- It offers a vivid portrayal of English cultural heritage, fostering
national identity and pride.
- Its blend of history and folklore provides a model for storytelling that
bridges the past and present.
- Themes of morality, bravery, and respect for nature resonate with
contemporary environmental and ethical concerns.
- Its accessible yet layered storytelling makes it suitable for both young
readers and adult scholars.

Critical Reception and Legacy

At the time of publication, Puck of Pook’s Hill Kipling was celebrated for
its imaginative storytelling and its contribution to children’s literature.
Critics have lauded Kipling’s ability to evoke a sense of wonder while



delivering moral lessons. Over the years, scholars have examined its themes
of cultural memory, folklore preservation, and national identity.

The stories have inspired adaptations, including radio plays, theatrical
productions, and illustrated editions. They continue to be studied in
literary circles and serve as a valuable resource for understanding early
20th-century perspectives on history and tradition.

Final Thoughts: Why Read Puck of Pook’s Hill Kipling Today?

In an era of rapid technological change and global interconnectedness, Puck
of Pook’s Hill Kipling offers a nostalgic yet insightful look into England’s
rural past. Its stories remind us of the importance of storytelling as a
vessel for cultural continuity, moral education, and environmental
appreciation. For readers interested in folklore, history, or children’s
literature, Kipling’s collection provides a rich, engaging experience that
fosters imagination and moral reflection.

Tips for Engaging with Puck of Pook’s Hill Kipling

- Read with an open mind: Appreciate the blend of fact, fantasy, and moral
lessons.
- Research historical references: Enhance understanding by exploring the
historical context of the stories.
- Discuss themes: Share insights with others to deepen appreciation.
- Explore adaptations: Seek out dramatizations or illustrated editions to
enrich the experience.

---

In conclusion, Puck of Pook’s Hill Kipling stands as a testament to Kipling’s
storytelling prowess and his dedication to preserving cultural heritage
through engaging narratives. Its timeless themes, vivid characters, and
masterful blend of history and folklore ensure its place as a classic in
children’s literature and a valuable resource for understanding England’s
cultural landscape. Whether read for pleasure or studied academically, this
collection continues to enchant and educate generations of readers.

Puck Of Pook S Hill Kipling

  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill Rudyard Kipling, 1906 The children were at the
Theatre, acting to Three Cows as much as they could remember of Midsummer Night's Dream. Their
father had made them a small play out of the big Shakespeare one, and they had rehearsed it with
him and with their mother till they could say it by heart. They began where Nick Bottom the weaver
comes out of the bushes with a donkey's head on his shoulder, and finds Titania, Queen of the
Fairies, asleep. Then they skipped to the part where Bottom asks three little fairies to scratch his
head and bring him honey, and they ended where he falls asleep in Titania's arms. Dan was Puck and
Nick Bottom, as well as all three Fairies. He wore a pointy-eared cloth cap for Puck, and a paper
donkey's head out of a Christmas cracker-but it tore if you were not careful-for Bottom. Una was
Titania, with a wreath of columbines and a foxglove wand. The Theatre lay in a meadow called the
Long Slip. A little mill-stream, carrying water to a mill two or three fields away, bent round one
corner of it, and in the middle of the bend lay a large old fairy Ring of darkened grass, which was
their stage. The mill-stream banks, overgrown with willow, hazel, and guelder rose made convenient
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places to wait in till your turn came; and a grown-up who had seen it said that Shakespeare himself
could not have imagined a more suitable setting for his play.
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill. By Rudyard Kipling, 2017-02-06 Puck of Pook's
Hill is a fantasy book by Rudyard Kipling, published in 1906, containing a series of short stories set
in different periods of English history. It can count both as historical fantasy - since some of the
stories told of the past have clear magical elements, and as contemporary fantasy - since it depicts a
magical being active and practising his magic in the England of the early 1900s when the book was
written. The stories are all narrated to two children living near Burwash, in the area of Kipling's own
house Bateman's, by people magically plucked out of history by the elf Puck, or told by Puck himself.
(Puck, who refers to himself as the oldest Old Thing in England, is better known as a character in
William Shakespeare's play A Midsummer Night's Dream.) The genres of particular stories range
from authentic historical novella (A Centurion of the Thirtieth, On the Great Wall) to children's
fantasy (Dymchurch Flit). Each story is bracketed by a poem which relates in some manner to the
theme or subject of the story.
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill Rudyard Kipling, 2006-10-27 While
performing a scene from A Midsummer Night's Dream, Una and Dan accidentally summon Puck who
enables them to witness tales of English history.--From source other than the Library of Congress
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill Rudyard Kipling, 2021-07-18 Puck of Pook's
Hill is a fantasy book by Rudyard Kipling, published in 1906, containing a series of short stories set
in different periods of English history. It can count both as historical fantasy - since some of the
stories told of the past have clear magical elements, and as contemporary fantasy - since it depicts a
magical being active and practising his magic in the England of the early 1900s when the book was
written. The stories are all narrated to two children living near Burwash, in the area of Kipling's own
house Bateman's, by people magically plucked out of history by the elf Puck, or told by Puck himself.
(Puck, who refers to himself as the oldest Old Thing in England, is better known as a character in
William Shakespeare's play A Midsummer Night's Dream.) The genres of particular stories range
from authentic historical novella (A Centurion of the Thirtieth, On the Great Wall) to children's
fantasy (Dymchurch Flit). Each story is bracketed by a poem which relates in some manner to the
theme or subject of the story.
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill by Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling,
2021-04-15 Puck of Pook's Hill is a fantasy book by Rudyard Kipling, published in 1906, containing a
series of short stories set in different periods of English history. It can count both as historical
fantasy - since some of the stories told of the past have clear magical elements, and as contemporary
fantasy - since it depicts a magical being active and practising his magic in the England of the early
1900s when the book was written. The stories are all narrated to two children living near Burwash,
in the area of Kipling's own house Bateman's, by people magically plucked out of history by the elf
Puck, or told by Puck himself. (Puck, who refers to himself as the oldest Old Thing in England, is
better known as a character in William Shakespeare's play A Midsummer Night's Dream.) The
genres of particular stories range from authentic historical novella (A Centurion of the Thirtieth, On
the Great Wall) to children's fantasy (Dymchurch Flit). Each story is bracketed by a poem which
relates in some manner to the theme or subject of the story.
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook’s Hill Rudyard Kipling, 2012-01-18 This book is a
historical fantasy, first published in 1906. Set in different periods of English history, the ten stories
in this book are told to two children by people magically plucked out of history by self Puck, or by
Puck himself. They range from authentic historical novella to children's fantasy. Each story is
bracketed by a poem which relates in some manner to the theme of the story.
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill by Rudyard Kipling (Classic Edition)
Rudyard Kipling, 2021-04-21 Puck of Pook's Hill is a fantasy book by Rudyard Kipling, published in
1906, containing a series of short stories set in different periods of English history. It can count both
as historical fantasy - since some of the stories told of the past have clear magical elements, and as
contemporary fantasy - since it depicts a magical being active and practising his magic in the



England of the early 1900s when the book was written. The stories are all narrated to two children
living near Burwash, in the area of Kipling's own house Bateman's, by people magically plucked out
of history by the elf Puck, or told by Puck himself. (Puck, who refers to himself as the oldest Old
Thing in England, is better known as a character in William Shakespeare's play A Midsummer
Night's Dream.) The genres of particular stories range from authentic historical novella (A Centurion
of the Thirtieth, On the Great Wall) to children's fantasy (Dymchurch Flit). Each story is bracketed
by a poem which relates in some manner to the theme or subject of the story. Joseph Rudyard
Kipling was born December 30, 1865, in Bombay, India, to a British family. When he was five years
old, he was taken to England to begin his education, where he suffered deep feelings of
abandonment and confusion after leaving a pampered lifestyle as a colonial. He returned to India at
the age of 17 to work as a journalist and editor for the Civil and Military Gazette in Lahore. Kipling
published his first collection of verse, Departmental Ditties and Other Verses, in 1886, and his first
collection of stories, Plain Tales from the Hills, in 1888.
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill. by Rudyard Kipling ( Historical Fantasy
) Rudyard Kipling, 2016-04-01 Puck of Pook's Hill is a fantasy book by Rudyard Kipling,published in
1906, containing a series of short stories set in different periods of English history. It can count both
as historical fantasy - since some of the stories told of the past have clear magical elements, and as
contemporary fantasy - since it depicts a magical being active and practising his magic in the
England of the early 1900s when the book was written. The stories are all narrated to two children
living near Burwash, in the area of Kipling's own house Bateman's, by people magically plucked out
of history by the elf Puck, or told by Puck himself. (Puck, who refers to himself as the oldest Old
Thing in England, is better known as a character in William Shakespeare's play A Midsummer
Night's Dream.) The genres of particular stories range from authentic historical novella (A Centurion
of the Thirtieth, On the Great Wall) to children's fantasy (Dymchurch Flit). Each story is bracketed
by a poem which relates in some manner to the theme or subject of the story
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill by Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling,
2020-09-26 Puck of Pook's Hill is a fantasy book by Rudyard Kipling, published in 1906, containing a
series of short stories set in different periods of English history. It can count both as historical
fantasy - since some of the stories told of the past have clear magical elements, and as contemporary
fantasy - since it depicts a magical being active and practising his magic in the England of the early
1900s when the book was written.The stories are all narrated to two children living near Burwash, in
the High Weald of Sussex, in the area of Kipling's own house Bateman's, by people magically
plucked out of history by the elf Puck, or told by Puck himself. (Puck, who refers to himself as the
oldest Old Thing in England, is better known as a character in William Shakespeare's play A
Midsummer Night's Dream.) The genres of particular stories range from authentic historical novella
(A Centurion of the Thirtieth, On the Great Wall) to children's fantasy (Dymchurch Flit). Each story
is bracketed by a poem which relates in some manner to the theme or subject of the story.Donald
Mackenzie, who wrote the introduction for the Oxford World's Classics edition of Puck of Pook's Hill
in 1987, has described this book as an example of archaeological imagination that, in fragments,
delivers a look at the history of England, climaxing with the signing of Magna Carta.Puck calmly
concludes the series of stories: Weland gave the Sword, The Sword gave the Treasure, and the
Treasure gave the Law. It's as natural as an oak growing.The stories originally appeared in the
Strand Magazine in 1906 with illustrations by Claude Allin Shepperson, but the first book-form
edition was illustrated by H. R. Millar. Arthur Rackham provided four colour plates for the first US
edition. Puck of Pook's Hill was followed four years later by a second volume, Rewards and Fairies,
featuring the same children in the following summer.
  puck of pook s hill kipling: The Works of Rudyard Kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill Rudyard
Kipling, 1914
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill Rudyard Rudyard Kipling, 2021-11-14 Puck of
Pook's Hill by Rudyard Kipling
  puck of pook s hill kipling: The Writings in Prose and Verse of Rudyard Kipling: Puck of



Pook's Hill Rudyard Kipling, 1906
  puck of pook s hill kipling: The Writings in Prose and Verse of Rudyard Kipling: Puck of
Pook's Hill Rudyard Kipling, 1910
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill Rudyard Kipling, 2016-10-22 Puck of Pook's
Hill is a fantasy book by Rudyard Kipling, first published in 1906, containing a series of short stories
set in different periods of English history. Some stories can be considered historical in nature with
fantasy elements mixed in. The stories are all narrated to two children living near Burwash, in the
area of Kipling's own house Bateman's, by people magically plucked out of history by the elf Puck, or
told by Puck himself. Each story is bracketed by a poem which relates in some manner to the theme
or subject of the story. This version of the book is based on the first edition illustrated by H. R.
Millar.
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill Rudyard Kipling, 2016-10-18 Puck of Pook's
Hill is a children's book by Rudyard Kipling, published in 1906, containing a series of short stories
set in different periods of history. The stories are all told to two children living near Pevensey by
people magically plucked out of history by Puck.
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's hill Rudyard Kipling,
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill Rudyard Kipling, 2021-04-23 Puck of Pook's
Hill is a fantasy book by Rudyard Kipling, published in 1906, containing a series of short stories set
in different periods of English history. It can count both as historical fantasy - since some of the
stories told of the past have clear magical elements, and as contemporary fantasy - since it depicts a
magical being active and practising his magic in the England of the early 1900s when the book was
written. The stories are all narrated to two children living near Burwash, in the area of Kipling's own
house Bateman's, by people magically plucked out of history by the elf Puck, or told by Puck himself.
(Puck, who refers to himself as the oldest Old Thing in England, is better known as a character in
William Shakespeare's play A Midsummer Night's Dream.) The genres of particular stories range
from authentic historical novella (A Centurion of the Thirtieth, On the Great Wall) to children's
fantasy (Dymchurch Flit). Each story is bracketed by a poem which relates in some manner to the
theme or subject of the story.Joseph Rudyard Kipling was born December 30, 1865, in Bombay,
India, to a British family. When he was five years old, he was taken to England to begin his
education, where he suffered deep feelings of abandonment and confusion after leaving a pampered
lifestyle as a colonial. He returned to India at the age of 17 to work as a journalist and editor for the
Civil and Military Gazette in Lahore. Kipling published his first collection of verse, Departmental
Ditties and Other Verses, in 1886, and his first collection of stories, Plain Tales from the Hills, in
1888.
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill Rudyard Kipling, 2018-04-19 One of the first
great works of nineteenth-century fantasy fiction, Phantastes inspired many of the great Christian
and fantasy authors of the twentieth century. A fairy tale for adults, it is the captivating story of a
wealthy young man who takes an unplanned journey into a fantastic nether world. Led by an
enchanting sprite (discovered inside an old desk once owned by his deceased father), he meets a
diverse cast of characters, among them a fairy queen, as well as sinister figures who threaten his
spiritual well-being. Outstanding for its imaginative characters, vivid action, and subtle yet powerful
moral messages, this book, first published 100 years ago, earned MacDonald recognition as The
Grandfather of Modern Fantasy, and a tribute from W. H. Auden as one of the most remarkable
writers of the 19th century. Of this work, C. S. Lewis wrote, It will baptize your imagination. We are
delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the
books in our collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to
the general public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast
reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be
brought back into print after many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic
Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has
been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide



the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that
you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill (Children's Classic Book) Rudyard Kipling,
2017-04-04 When Dan and Una stage a performance of A Midsummer Night's Dream in a fairy ring,
they are astonished by the appearance of Puck in person. He explains that he is the last of the
People of the Hills, who started as gods before descending into this world. Puck leads the two
children in a series of extraordinary historical adventures in which they meet, Romans and
Crusaders, Saxons and Vikings. Kipling's charming songs and verses, including the famous
Smuggler's Song are placed between each thrilling story.
  puck of pook s hill kipling: Puck of Pook's Hill - Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling, 2010-01-01
A passage from the book... The children were at the Theatre, acting to Three Cows as much as they
could remember of Midsummer Night's Dream. Their father had made them a small play out of the
big Shakespeare one, and they had rehearsed it with him and with their mother till they could say it
by heart. They began when Nick Bottom the weaver comes out of the bushes with a donkey's head
on his shoulders, and finds Titania, Queen of the Fairies, asleep. Then they skipped to the part where
Bottom asks three little fairies to scratch his head and bring him honey, and they ended where he
falls asleep in Titania's arms. Dan was Puck and Nick Bottom, as well as all three Fairies. He wore a
pointy- cloth cap for Puck, and a paper donkey's head out of a Christmas cracker - but it tore if you
were not careful - for Bottom. Una was Titania, with a wreath of columbines and a foxglove wand.
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