political parties in republic of
ireland

Political parties in the Republic of Ireland play a crucial role in shaping
the nation's policies, governance, and societal direction. As a parliamentary
democracy, Ireland's political landscape is diverse, featuring multiple
parties that represent a broad spectrum of ideologies, regional interests,
and social issues. Understanding these parties is essential for anyone
interested in Irish politics, whether for academic purposes, travel insights,
or general awareness. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the
major political parties in the Republic of Ireland, their histories,
ideologies, and current roles within the Irish political system.

Overview of the Irish Political System

Before delving into individual parties, it is important to understand the
structure of Ireland's political system.

The Parliament of Ireland

- Oireachtas: Ireland's national parliament, consisting of two houses:

- D4il Eireann (House of Representatives): The lower house, where government
policies are debated and laws are passed.

- Seanad Eireann (Senate): The upper house, serving as a revisory chamber.

Political Culture

- Ireland has a multi-party system, though historically dominated by two main
parties.

- Coalition governments are common, requiring parties to work together to
form a majority.

Main Political Parties in the Republic of
Ireland

The political landscape features several key parties, each with distinct
histories and ideological stances.



Fianna Fail

- Founded: 1926 by Eamon de Valera and others

- Ideology: Traditionally centrist to center-right, with a focus on Irish
nationalism, republicanism, and social conservatism.

- Historical Significance: Once the dominant party for most of the 20th
century, Fianna Fail has played a pivotal role in Ireland’s development,
including economic policies and national identity.

- Current Position: As of recent elections, Fianna Fail remains a major party
but faces stiff competition from other parties.

Fine Gael

- Founded: 1933, as a successor to the pro-Treaty side of the Irish Civil War
- Ideology: Center-right to conservative, with pro-European Union stances,
advocating for economic liberalism and fiscal conservatism.

- Historical Significance: Traditionally the main rival to Fianna Fail, Fine
Gael has been integral in forming government coalitions.

- Current Position: One of Ireland’s leading parties, often forming
governments either alone or in coalition.

Labour Party

- Founded: 1912

- Ideology: Social democracy, progressive policies on social issues, workers’
rights, and equality.

- Historical Significance: Has historically been a smaller party but
influential, especially in forming coalition governments.

- Current Position: Continues to advocate for social justice and economic
fairness.

Green Party

- Founded: 1981

- Ideology: Environmentalism, sustainability, social justice, and grassroots
democracy.

- Role: Known for pushing environmental issues into mainstream politics.

- Current Position: Often acts as a coalition partner and influences policies
on climate change and green energy.

Sinn Féin

- Founded: Early 20th century, with roots in Irish republicanism

- Ideology: Irish nationalism, social democracy, and republicanism;
historically associated with the republican movement seeking Irish
reunification.

- Historical Significance: Once associated with militant republicanism, Sinn
Féin has evolved into a mainstream political force.



- Current Position: Significant presence in both the Dail and Northern
Ireland, advocating for Irish reunification and social justice.

Other Notable Parties

- Social Democrats: Center-left, advocating for social justice and
progressive policies.

- People Before Profit: Left-wing, socialist, focusing on anti-austerity
measures.

- Independents and Minor Parties: Many independent politicians and smaller
parties influence local and national policies.

Historical Evolution of Irish Political Parties

Understanding the development of Ireland’s political parties provides context
for their current roles.

The Rise of Fianna Fail and Fine Gael

- The two-party dominance traces back to the Irish Civil War (1922-1923),
dividing Irish politics.

- Fianna Fail emerged as the party representing the anti-treaty side, while
Fine Gael represented the pro-treaty faction.

- This division persisted for most of the 20th century, shaping Irish
politics.

The Emergence of New Parties

- In the 20th century, parties like Labour, The Green Party, and Sinn Féin
gained prominence.

- Recent decades have seen increased political fragmentation, with smaller
parties and independents gaining seats.

Shifts in Electoral Politics

- Voter trends have shifted due to economic crises, social change, and
regional issues.

- The 21st century has seen Sinn Féin rise to prominence, challenging the
traditional dominance of Fianna Fail and Fine Gael.

Role of Political Parties in Government



Formation

In Ireland’s proportional representation system, no single party often gains
an outright majority. This results in:

- Coalition Governments: Parties negotiating agreements to form stable
governments.

- Minority Governments: Occasionally, parties govern with limited support,
relying on confidence-and-supply arrangements.

- Influence of Independents: Independent politicians can play kingmaker
roles, especially in closely contested votes.

Key Issues Influencing Irish Political Parties

Political parties in Ireland prioritize diverse issues relevant to their
ideologies and voter bases.

Economic Policy

- Managing Ireland’s economy, taxation, and social welfare.
- Post-2008 financial crisis led to austerity measures and public debates on
economic reform.

Irish Reunification and National Identity

- Sinn Féin and other nationalist parties advocate for reunification of
Ireland.
- Debates around sovereignty, EU membership, and cultural identity.

Climate Change and Sustainability

- Green Party’s focus on environmental policies.
- Broader parties adopting green initiatives in response to climate concerns.

Social Issues

- Same-sex marriage, abortion rights, and social equality.
- Progressive parties champion reforms, while conservative parties may oppose
rapid change.



Future Trends in Irish Politics

Looking ahead, Irish political parties are likely to be influenced by several
factors:

- Demographic Changes: Younger voters tend to favor progressive and green
policies.

- European Union Relations: Ongoing debates about Ireland’s role within the
EU.

- Reunification Movements: Increasing support for Irish reunification,
especially in Northern Ireland.

- Political Fragmentation: Rise of smaller parties and independents may lead
to more complex coalition negotiations.

Conclusion

The political parties in the Republic of Ireland form the backbone of its
democratic process, reflecting the country’s rich history, social evolution,
and regional identities. From the historic rivalry between Fianna Fail and
Fine Gael to the rising influence of Sinn Féin and green politics, Ireland’s
political landscape continues to evolve. Understanding these parties, their
ideologies, and their roles is essential for comprehending Irish politics
today and its future trajectory. As Ireland navigates economic, social, and
global challenges, its diverse political parties will remain central to
shaping policies and national unity.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main political parties in the Republic
of Ireland?

The primary political parties in the Republic of Ireland include Fine Gael,



Fianna Fail, Sinn Féin, the Labour Party, and the Green Party. These parties
represent a range of political ideologies from center-right to left-wing and
environmentalist perspectives.

How has Sinn Féin's role in Irish politics evolved
in recent years?

Sinn Féin has seen a significant rise in support in recent years, becoming a
major player in Irish politics. Historically associated with Irish
nationalism and republicanism, the party has expanded its appeal across
different demographics and is now a serious contender for government in the
Republic of Ireland.

What is the significance of coalition governments in
Ireland's political system?

Ireland's proportional representation electoral system encourages coalition
governments, meaning no single party often wins an outright majority. This
leads to power-sharing arrangements, fostering collaboration among parties
like Fine Gael, Fianna Fail, and others to form stable governments.

How do political parties in Ireland influence policy
on issues like climate change and housing?

Different Irish political parties prioritize issues such as climate action
and housing differently. Green Party advocates for environmental
sustainability, while parties like Fianna Fail and Fine Gael focus on
balancing economic growth with policy reforms. These priorities shape
Ireland's national policies on these critical issues.

What impact did the 2020 general election have on
Ireland’s political landscape?

The 2020 general election resulted in a fragmented parliament with no clear
majority, leading to the formation of a coalition government including Fianna
Fail, Fine Gael, and the Green Party. It marked a shift towards more diverse
representation and signaled changing voter priorities, including increased
support for environmental issues and social change.

Additional Resources

Political Parties in the Republic of Ireland

Ireland’s vibrant political landscape is characterized by a diverse array of
parties that reflect its complex history, evolving society, and shifting
policy priorities. These political entities range from long-established
traditional parties rooted in Ireland’s struggle for independence to newer



formations responding to contemporary issues such as economic management,
social justice, and European integration. Understanding the structure,
ideology, and influence of Ireland’s political parties offers valuable
insights into the country’s governance, electoral dynamics, and societal
values.

Historical Context and Evolution of Irish
Political Parties

Ireland’s political scene has been shaped by its journey from colonial rule
to an independent nation. The foundation of many of its parties can be traced
back to key historical events, including the struggle for independence, civil
war, and subsequent national development.

Early Foundations and the Emergence of Major Parties

- Irish Republicanism and the Labour Movement: The earliest political
movements were rooted in the quest for independence, with parties like Sinn
Féin emerging as champions of Irish nationalism.

- Civil War Divisions: The split in Sinn Féin post-1922 led to the formation
of Fianna Fail and Fine Gael, representing different visions of Irish
sovereignty and policy approaches.

- Mid-20th Century Political Development: The rise of the Labour Party and
other smaller parties reflected the expansion of social democracy and
worker’s rights.

Recent Political Trends
In recent decades, Irish politics has seen fragmentation and the rise of new

parties, driven by changing demographics, economic transformations, and
social issues.

Major Political Parties in Ireland

Ireland’s political system is predominantly a parliamentary democracy with a
multi-party system. The most influential parties historically and presently
include:

1. Fianna Fail

Ideology and Policy Focus
- Historically positioned as a centrist to center-right party, Fianna Fail



has traditionally championed Irish nationalism, economic development, and
social conservatism.

- It has a broad appeal across social classes and has often served as the
dominant governing party.

Electoral Influence

- Founded in 1926 by Eamon de Valera and others, it has been the leading
party for most of Ireland’s independent history.

- The party has experienced fluctuations, with recent years seeing declines,
but it remains a significant political force.

2. Fine Gael

Ideology and Policy Focus

- Generally considered center-right, with a focus on economic liberalism,
fiscal conservatism, and pro-European integration.

- Emphasizes law and order, business-friendly policies, and a pragmatic
approach to social issues.

Electoral Influence

- Formed from the pro-Treaty side of the Irish Civil War, Fine Gael has
historically been the main rival to Fianna Fail.

- It has led coalition governments and advocates for modernization and
European integration.

3. Labour Party

Ideology and Policy Focus

- Center-left, social democratic party committed to workers’ rights, social
justice, and public services.

- Supports progressive taxation, equality, and environmental sustainability.

Electoral Influence

- Traditionally a smaller party but influential in forming coalitions.

- Its support base includes urban professionals, trade unions, and younger
voters.

4., Sinn Féin

Ideology and Policy Focus

- Historically associated with Irish republicanism and the pursuit of Irish
reunification.

- In recent decades, it has adopted a more social-democratic platform
focusing on housing, healthcare, and social equality.

Electoral Influence

- Once marginalized, Sinn Féin has experienced a significant surge in
popularity, often positioning itself as a major contender in national and
local elections.

- Its dual role as a republican party and a social justice advocate makes it
uniquely pivotal.



5. Green Party

Ideology and Policy Focus

- Focuses on environmental sustainability, climate change, social justice,
and grassroots democracy.

- Advocates for renewable energy, conservation, and ecological
responsibility.

Electoral Influence
- Has gained ground in recent years, particularly among younger voters and
urban constituencies.

6. Other Notable Parties

- Social Democrats: Progressive, advocating for social justice, healthcare,
and equality.

- People Before Profit: Left-wing, advocating for anti-austerity measures and
socialist policies.

- Independents and Local Parties: Ireland’s political landscape is also
characterized by a significant number of independent representatives and
smaller parties, reflecting local issues and diverse viewpoints.

Party Systems and Electoral Dynamics

Ireland operates a proportional representation system, specifically the
Single Transferable Vote (STV), which encourages multi-party participation
and coalition governments.

Multi-Party System and Coalition Politics

- The proportional representation system means no single party often gains an
outright majority, leading to coalition governments.

- Parties must negotiate and form alliances, fostering a political culture of
compromise and power-sharing.

Electoral Trends and Voter Behavior

- Urban areas tend to favor Sinn Féin, Labour, and Greens, reflecting younger
and more progressive demographics.

- Rural regions often support Fianna Fail and Fine Gael, traditionally linked
to conservative and nationalist values.

- The rise of Sinn Féin has disrupted the traditional two-party dominance,
leading to more fragmented parliaments and competitive elections.

Key Electoral Issues Influencing Party Performance

- Housing crisis and affordability
- Healthcare reform and access



- Economic stability and taxation
- European Union membership and international relations
- Social issues such as marriage equality and reproductive rights

Influence and Challenges Facing Irish Political
Parties

Institutional Influence

- Parties play a crucial role in government formation, policy-making, and
representing diverse societal interests.

- The D&il Eireann (lower house) is the primary legislative arena where party
policies are debated and enacted.

Challenges and Opportunities

- Party Fragmentation: Increasing numbers of smaller parties and independents
challenge traditional power bases.

- Public Trust and Political Engagement: Like many democracies, Ireland faces
issues of voter apathy and trust deficits.

- Social Change: Parties are under pressure to adapt to evolving social
attitudes, including issues like climate change, gender equality, and
Reconciliation.

The Future of Irish Political Parties

- The ongoing rise of Sinn Féin signals a potential shift in the ideological
landscape.

- Younger voters’ preferences suggest increasing support for environmental
and social justice issues.

- The capacity of parties to adapt to economic uncertainties, demographic
shifts, and European geopolitical developments will shape Ireland’s political
future.

Conclusion

Ireland’s political parties embody the nation’s history, cultural identity,
and contemporary aspirations. From the traditional dominance of Fianna F&il
and Fine Gael to the rising influence of Sinn Féin and environmental parties,
the political landscape remains dynamic and multifaceted. As Ireland
navigates its economic, social, and international challenges, its parties
will continue to evolve, reflecting the diverse voices of its people and



shaping the country’s democratic trajectory.

Understanding these parties’ ideologies, histories, and electoral strategies
is essential not only for political analysts but for any observer seeking to
grasp Ireland’s complex and resilient democracy. The future promises further
shifts and developments, making Irish politics a compelling arena of debate,
innovation, and societal reflection.
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political parties in republic of ireland: Political Parties in the Republic of Ireland Michael
Gallagher, 1985

political parties in republic of ireland: Politics in the Republic of Ireland John Coakley,
Michael Gallagher, Eoin O'Malley, Theresa Reidy, 2023-08-31 Building on the success of previous
editions, Politics in the Republic of Ireland continues to provide an authoritative introduction to all
aspects of government and politics in this seventh edition. Written by some of the foremost experts
on Irish politics, it explains, analyses and interprets the background to Irish government and
contemporary political processes. It devotes chapters to every aspect of contemporary Irish
government and politics, including the political parties and elections, the constitution, deliberative
democracy, referendums, the Taoiseach and the governmental system, women and politics, the
position of the Dail, and Ireland’s place within the European Union. Bringing readers up to date with
the very latest developments, especially with the upheaval in the Irish party system and the
implications of recent liberalising referendums, the seventh edition combines substance with a
highly readable style, providing an accessible book that meets the needs of all those who are
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political parties in republic of ireland: Politics in the Republic of Ireland John Coakley,
Michael Gallagher, 2004-08-02 Politics in the Republic of Ireland is newly available in a fully revised
third edition. Building on the success of the first two editions, it continues to provide an
authoritative introduction to all aspects of politics in the Irish Republic. Published in association with
the Political Studies Association of Ireland, and written by some of the foremost experts on Irish
politics, it explains, analyzes and interprets the background and processes of Irish government.
Crucially it provides the student with the very latest developments. Coverage includes: * all aspects
of the Irish political system, including the constitution, electoral system, parties, the links between
member sof parliament and their constituents, the government, the President, and the Taoiseach *
an exploration of the foundations of statehood, Irish society and political culture * Ireland's
relationship with Britain and its role within the European Union * women and Irish politics *
appendices providing demographic data, electoral data, political office holders, biographical notes
on major political figures and a chronology of the main political events

political parties in republic of ireland: Politics in the Republic of Ireland John Coakley,
Michael Gallagher, 2012-12-12 Politics in the Republic of Ireland is now available in a fully revised
fourth edition. Building on the success of the previous three editions, this text continues to provide
an authoritative introduction to all aspects of politics in the Republic of Ireland. Written by some of
the foremost experts on Irish politics, it explains, analyzes and interprets the background to Irish
government and contemporary political processes. Crucially, it brings the student up-to-date with
the very latest developments. New patterns of government formation, challenges to the established
political parties, ever-deepening, if sometimes ambivalent, involvement in the process of European
integration, a growing role in the politics of Northern Ireland and sustained discussion of gender
issues are among these developments - along with evidence, revealed by several tribunals of
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enquiry, that Irish politics is not as free of corruption as many had assumed.

political parties in republic of ireland: Political Parties and the European Union John
Gaffney, 2002-09-11 A major textbook for comparative courses on European politics and for courses
on the European Union, providing a panoramic survey of the political parties of Europe.

political parties in republic of ireland: Politics in Ireland Maura Adshead, Jonathan Tonge,
2009-04-21 Politics in Ireland is the first major text to provide an accessible and systematic analysis
of the politics of Ireland: North as well as South. With the development of a new Northern Irish
political system and increasing links across the island, the authors argue that the time is ripe to
study together the two polities, which share so much of a common history but which have had very
different evolutions through the 20th century. Drawing upon an exceptionally wide range of sources
and their own original research, the authors deploy a thematic approach to the study of political
institutions, political behaviour and public policy in both the Republic and Northern Ireland in order
to produce a detailed, but highly readable, assessment of governance and politics in both political
systems. This approach enables them both to outline the differences and similarities between the
polities and to explain how they relate to the wider world, in particular to the UK and to Europe.

political parties in republic of ireland: Political Parties and Electoral Change Peter Mair,
Wolfgang C Muller, Fritz Plasser, 2004-06-09 This book provides a comparative overview and
account of how the parties in Western Europe have perceived contemporary challenges of electoral
dealignment and how they have responded - whether organizationally, programmatically, or
institutionally.

political parties in republic of ireland: Political Parties in Advanced Industrial
Democracies Paul Webb, 2002-09-26 How relevant and vital are political parties in contemporary
democracies? Do they fulfill the functions that any stable and effective democracy might expect of
them, or are they little more than moribund anachronisms, relics of a past age of political life, now
superseded by other mechanisms of linkage between state and society? These are the central
questions which this book aims to address through a rigorous comparative analysis of political
parties operating in the world'sadvanced industrial democracies. Drawing on the expertise of an
impressive team of internationally known specialists, the book engages systematically with the
evidence to show that, while a degree of popular cynicism towards them is often chronic, though
rarely acute, parties have adapted and survived asorganizations, remodelling themselves to the
needs of an era in which patterns of linkage and communication with social groups have been
transformed. This has enabled them to remain central to democratic systems, especially in respect of
the political functions of governance, recruitment and, albeit more problematically, interest
aggregation. On the other hand, the challenges they face in respect of interest articulation,
communication and participation have pushed parties into more marginalroles within Western
political systems. The implications of these findings for democracy depend on the observer's
normative and theoretical perspectives. Those who understand democracy primarily in terms of
popular choice and control in public affairs will probably see parties as continuing to play acentral
role, while those who place greater store by the more demanding criteria of optimizing interests and
instilling civic orientations among citizens are far more likely to be fundamentally
critical.Comparative Politics is a series for students and teachers of political science that deals with
contemporary issues in comparative government and politics. The General Editors are Max Kaase,
Vice President and Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences, International University Bremen, and
Kenneth Newton, Professor of Government at Southampton University. The series is published in
association with the European Consortium for Political Research.

political parties in republic of ireland: European Political Parties Stanley Henig, John
Pinder, 2025-09-12 European Political Parties (1969) looks at the parties of Western Europe on a
country by country basis, examining their roles in the increasing political integration in the
European Economic Community. The party system is described, with a structural-functional analysis
of individual parties. Particular emphasis is given to the relationship between the parties and their
respective parliamentary groups, and between leaders and members.



political parties in republic of ireland: Political Change across Britain and Ireland Paul
Gillespie, Michael Keating and Nicola McEwen,

political parties in republic of ireland: Politics In Northern Ireland Rick Wilford, 2018-02-02
Despite the staggering number of books related to the Northern Ireland political arena, most of the
literature concentrates on only a few dimensions of ?the conflict? and especially on constitutional
policy and the on-going search for a resolution of the antagonisms. This original textbook, the first of
its kind, serves as a comprehensive examination of the subject by exploring these topics and other
important dimensions of politics which have been overlooked and undervalued.Politics in Northern
Ireland is written by a team of distinguished academics, drawn from both within and outside
Northern Ireland. It adopts the analytic tools of political science and brings a comparative
perspective to bear on the politics of Northern Ireland. Early chapters examine the historic sources
of conflict, analyze the period since the outbreak of the modern troubles, and discuss the differences
between the communities. The book then examines the nature of parties, elections, and elective
assemblies, before focusing on policy matters, such as fair employment, policing, and gender. In the
concluding chapter, contributors consider relations with the Republic of Ireland and discuss events
as current as today's headlines, including the historic breakthrough in negotiations, the
referendums, and the Assembly elections. The result is a well-rounded core text designed for the
classroom, as well as for those interested in learning more about different facets of politics in
Northern Ireland.

political parties in republic of ireland: Anti-Terrorism Law and Normalising Northern Ireland
Jessie Blackbourn, 2014-08-07 The Northern Ireland peace process has been heralded by those
involved as a successful example of transformation from a violent conflict to a peaceful society. This
book examines the implementation of the Belfast Agreement in Northern Ireland, and evaluates
whether its goal to establish a normal, peaceful society has been fully realised. Using the political
and legal status of England, Scotland and Wales as a comparison, Jessie Blackbourn evaluates eight
aspects of Northern Ireland which the Agreement aimed to normalise: the contested constitutional
status of Northern Ireland, the devolution of power, decommissioning, the removal of emergency
laws, demilitarisation, police reform, criminal justice reform, and paramilitary prisoners. The book
highlights the historical context which gave rise to the need for a programme of normalisation within
the Belfast Agreement with respect to these areas and assesses the extent to which that programme
of normalisation has been successfully implemented. By evaluating the implementation of the Belfast
Agreement, the book demonstrates the difficulties that transitional or post-conflict states face in
attempting to wind back extraordinary counter-terrorism policies after periods of violence have been
brought to an end. The book will be of great use to students and researchers concerned with the
emergence, evolution and repeal of anti-terrorism laws, and anyone interested in the history of the
conflict and peace process in Northern Ireland.

political parties in republic of ireland: It’s Nation Time Jerry White, 2024-10-01 Speaking at
the Congress of African People in September 1970, Amiri Baraka said, “In Newark, when we greet
each other on the streets, we say, ‘what time is it?” We always say, ‘It’s nation time!” Nationalism is
about land and nation, a way of life trying to free itself.” National identity and nationhood are too
often easily dismissed as retrograde populism or racist exclusion. Instead, they need to be
understood as a key part of a vision of globalization that holds the imperatives of diversity and
solidarity in a delicate balance. Jerry White offers a defence of the nation based on the assumption
that struggles for national identity have often unfolded in ways that should be familiar to those who
defend the political standpoint of the progressive left. Having evolved into something that a wide
variety of actors have sought to defend, nations can also serve as a defence against the
homogenizing forces of globalization and as havens of diversity in opposition to more singularly
minded forms of affiliation. It’s Nation Time is structured as a series of specific case studies that
speak to theories of nation and their historical and cultural manifestations. It includes examples as
varied as Black nationalism, Simone Weil’s hopes for a postwar France, the first independence
period of Georgia, the Bollywood cinema of Nehru-era India, and small or stateless nations such as



New Zealand, Quebec, Ireland, Catalonia, the Métis, the Mohawk, and the Inuit to argue that
nationalism is a social form that has much potential and life in it. Broadly internationalist but also
deeply insightful about the particular cultures and politics of small nations, It’s Nation Time defends
an idea of nation, and a form of nationalism that are rooted in the potential for diversity, flexibility,
and progressive politics.

political parties in republic of ireland: The Government and Politics of Ireland Basil Chubb,
2014-06-17 The third edition of Government and Politics in Ireland has been updated to take account
of the political developments that have taken place in Ireland between 1981 and 1991. Amongst the
topics covered are political parties, pressure groups, the government and the Dail and local
government.

political parties in republic of ireland: Political Parties, Pressure Groups and Social
Movements Dr. Ram Ayodhya Singh, 2021-09-15 A political party is a political organization that
typically seeks to influence government policy, usually by nominating their own candidates and
trying to seat them in political office. Parties participate in electoral campaigns and educational
outreach or protest actions. Parties often espouse an expressed ideology or vision bolstered by a
written platform with specific goals, forming a coalition among disparate interests. An advocacy
group is a group or an organization which tries to influence the government but does not hold power
in the government. A single-issue group may form in response to a particular issue area sometimes
in response to a single event or threat. Some have developed into important social, political
institutions or social movements. Some powerful Lobby groups have been accused of manipulating
the democratic system for narrow commercial gain and in some instances have been found guilty of
corruption, fraud, bribery and other serious crimes; lobbying has become increasingly regulated as a
result. Some groups, generally ones with less financial resources, may use direct action and civil
disobedience and in some cases are accused of being a threat to the social order or ‘domestic
extremists. Research is beginning to explore how advocacy groups use social media to facilitate civic
engagement and collective action. Contents: ¢ Political Parties * The Role of Political Parties in
Constitutionalising Governance * The Systemic Role of Parties and Interest Groups * Functions of
Pressure Groups * Growth of Pressure Groups * Legal Representation of Interests * Social
Movement ¢ Social Movement in India

political parties in republic of ireland: Immigrant Incorporation in Political Parties Ricard
Zapata-Barrero, Iris Dahnke, Lea Markard, 2018-10-19 This book seeks to explore the potentialities
of strengthening a new field of research within migration and diversity studies, that of immigrant
incorporation in political parties. The point of departure of all the contributions to this volume is that
there is what we call a ‘diversity gap’ between political parties as public representative
organisations and diversity dynamics in democratic societies. Exploring the current strategies of
political parties developing first conceptual frameworks, theoretical foundations and empirical
hypothesis and approaches, this book examines case studies from four European countries:
Germany, Ireland, Portugal and Spain. This book was originally published as a special issue of Ethnic
and Racial Studies.

political parties in republic of ireland: Continuity, Change and Crisis in Contemporary
Ireland Brian Girvin, Gary Murphy, 2013-10-18 The focus of this book is to analyse from a number of
perspectives the politics of change in Ireland north and south since 1969. The emergence of the
troubles in Northern Ireland, the final push to gain entry to the EEC, changing social mores and
severe economic difficulties all begin to appear on the horizon at this stage. While considerable
change and, indeed, moments of extreme crisis, have taken place in areas such as Northern Ireland,
the economy, moral politics, and Ireland’s attitude towards the European Union, continuity has also
been a significant hallmark of Irish politics since 1969. This volume offers important perspectives
and opens up new debates in explaining the phenomena of continuity, change and crisis in
contemporary Ireland. New evidence on the origins of the troubles in Northern Ireland, the Arms
Crisis, Ireland’s relationship with Europe, the process of social partnership, and the politics of
morality all offer important fresh insights into how contemporary Ireland has functioned. Featuring



a number of high profile scholars and uniquely dealing with both Northern Ireland and the Republic
of Ireland, this volume argues that the intriguing feature of recent Irish history is not the absence of
change but the extent to which change has been mediated by the existing political cultures, national
traditions and long-standing institutions of both north and south. This book was based on a special
issue of Irish Political Studies.

political parties in republic of ireland: Political Marketing Darren G. Lilleker, Jennifer
Lees-Marshment, 2005-08-06 Political marketing has become a global phenomenon as parties try to
copy the market-oriented approach employed by Tony Blair to win power for New Labour in 1997. It
raises fresh perspectives on the more established political marketing practices in the UK and US,
such as how to incorporate political leadership within the market-oriented framework and the
democratic implications when faced with the actual business of governing. This book also highlights
how the market-oriented party approach has spread around the world, including Europe and the new
democracies of Brazil and Peru. The collection also introduces the debate on whether such practices
enhance or undermine democracy, raising important questions on the future of political marketing.

political parties in republic of ireland: Irish Political Studies Reader Conor McGrath, Eoin
O'Malley, 2007-10-18 This is an introduction to the best available scholarship within Irish politics,
featuring the most influential and significant articles which have been published on Irish politics
during the past twenty years. Each article is accompanied by a new commentary by another leading
scholar which addresses the impact and contribution of the article and discusses how its themes
remain crucial today. The book covers all the most important topics within Irish politics including
political culture and traditions, political institutions and parties and the peace process. The
combination of the best original scholarship and contemporary commentaries on the core political
issues makes Irish Political Studies Reader an invaluable resource for all students and scholars of
Irish politics.

political parties in republic of ireland: The Northern Ireland Question Brian Barton,
Patrick J. Roche, 2009-01-15 The book examines how the Belfast Agreement came about and its
effect on unionism, nationalism, the paramilitaries, electoral support for local parties and the
constitutional position of Northern Ireland. It also considers the extent to which the Agreement may
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