
jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid
of the dark
Jill Tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark is a beloved children's
story that has captivated young readers and parents alike for decades. This
charming tale, written by Jill Tomlinson, explores themes of fear, bravery,
and friendship through the story of a young owl named Plop who is afraid of
the dark. The book has become a classic in children's literature, inspiring
countless discussions about overcoming fears and embracing new experiences.
In this comprehensive article, we will delve into the story's plot, themes,
characters, educational value, and its significance in children's literature,
all while optimizing for SEO to help parents, educators, and young readers
discover this timeless story.

Overview of Jill Tomlinson the owl who was
afraid of the dark

Jill Tomlinson's "The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark" is a beautifully
illustrated story that introduces children to the importance of understanding
and overcoming fears. The story centers around a young barn owl named Plop,
who is scared of the dark and prefers the safety of daylight. Through his
journey, Plop learns valuable lessons about the dark's beauty and usefulness,
ultimately growing braver and more confident.

Plot Summary

The story follows Plop, a baby barn owl, who is naturally curious but also
apprehensive about the dark. His mother gently encourages him to explore the
night, explaining that the dark is full of interesting sights, sounds, and
smells. Despite her reassurances, Plop remains fearful and prefers to stay in
the safety of his nest during the night.

As Plop grows, he encounters various animals that thrive in the dark, such as
mice, bats, and nightingales. Each animal introduces him to different aspects
of the nighttime world, helping him see that the dark is not something to
fear but a fascinating environment with its own wonders. The story culminates
with Plop overcoming his fears and venturing out into the dark, discovering
that it is not so scary after all.

Themes and Messages

Jill Tomlinson's story beautifully addresses several important themes



relevant to children and parents:

Overcoming Fear
- The central theme of the story is overcoming fear of the dark. It reassures
children that fears are natural but can be conquered through understanding
and courage.
- The narrative encourages children to face unfamiliar situations gradually,
building confidence along the way.

The Value of Curiosity and Exploration
- The story promotes curiosity about the world around us, emphasizing that
exploring new environments can be rewarding.
- It shows that learning about what scares us can reduce anxiety and increase
appreciation for different aspects of life.

The Importance of Friendship and Support
- Plop's mother and the various animals he meets serve as supportive figures,
highlighting the importance of encouragement and friendship in overcoming
fears.
- The story demonstrates that sharing our worries can help us feel less
alone.

Appreciation for Nature and the Nighttime World
- The book introduces children to nocturnal animals and their habitats,
fostering an early appreciation for nature and biodiversity.
- It emphasizes that the night has its own beauty and significance.

Characters and Their Roles

Understanding the characters in "The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark" enriches
the reading experience:

Plop: The young barn owl protagonist who is initially afraid of the
dark.

Plop’s Mother: A caring and patient figure who encourages Plop to
explore the night.

Night Animals: Including mice, bats, and nightingales that help Plop see
the dark's wonders.



Other Barn Owls: Sometimes serve as a contrast to Plop's fears, showing
different reactions to the dark.

Each character plays a vital role in conveying the story's message and
creating relatable scenarios for young readers.

Educational Value and Teaching Opportunities

This story is not only entertaining but also offers numerous educational
opportunities:

Vocabulary Development
- The book introduces children to new words related to animals, nature, and
nighttime sounds.
- Teachers and parents can create vocabulary lists or activities based on the
story.

Discussion Starters
- Use the story to initiate conversations about fears and how to cope with
them.
- Encourage children to share their own fears and strategies for overcoming
them.

Nature and Science Education
- The story provides a gentle introduction to nocturnal animals and their
habitats.
- Follow-up activities could include learning about bats, mice, owls, and
other night creatures.

Social and Emotional Learning
- The narrative promotes empathy, patience, and resilience.
- Activities can focus on recognizing and managing emotions like fear and
anxiety.

Illustrations and Visual Appeal

Jill Tomlinson's illustrations play a significant role in bringing the story



to life:

- Bright, detailed images capture the nighttime environment and animal
characters.
- Visuals help children understand the story and engage with the characters.
- The use of warm colors and expressive illustrations fosters emotional
connection and curiosity.

Impact and Legacy in Children's Literature

Since its publication, "The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark" has become a
staple in children's bookshelves worldwide. Its lasting popularity can be
attributed to:

- Its universal themes of fear and bravery.
- The gentle, reassuring tone that comforts young readers.
- Its suitability for read-aloud sessions, making it a favorite among
teachers and parents.

Many adaptations and related activities have emerged, including puzzles,
classroom lessons, and themed storytelling sessions, further cementing its
place in children's educational resources.

How to Use the Story for Children’s Development

Here are practical ways to incorporate "The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark"
into children’s development:

Storytime Reading: Read the book aloud to children, encouraging1.
questions and discussions.

Fear Exploration Activities: Create activities where children express2.
their fears and learn coping strategies.

Nighttime Nature Walks: Organize safe outdoor explorations to observe3.
nocturnal animals and habitats.

Creative Arts Projects: Encourage children to draw or craft scenes from4.
the story or their own experiences with fears.

Discussion Groups: Facilitate conversations about bravery, curiosity,5.
and the importance of understanding the world around us.



Conclusion: Why "The Owl Who Was Afraid of the
Dark" Is a Must-Read

Jill Tomlinson's "The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark" remains a timeless and
impactful children's book that addresses common fears with warmth, humor, and
wisdom. Its engaging story, beautiful illustrations, and meaningful themes
make it an excellent resource for parents, teachers, and caregivers seeking
to nurture courage and curiosity in young children. By teaching children that
fears can be overcome and that the dark holds beauty and adventure, this
story helps foster resilience and a love for exploration. Whether read aloud
at bedtime or used in educational settings, this book continues to inspire
children to embrace the unknown with confidence and joy.

Keywords: Jill Tomlinson, the owl who was afraid of the dark, children's
books, overcoming fears, children’s literature, bedtime stories, nocturnal
animals, early childhood education, courage in children, teaching children
about fear

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Jill Tomlinson and what is her connection to
'The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark'?
Jill Tomlinson was the author of 'The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark,' a
popular children's book that addresses themes of fear and courage through the
story of a young owl named Plop.

What is the main message of 'The Owl Who Was Afraid
of the Dark'?
The book's main message is that facing our fears can lead to personal growth
and happiness, as demonstrated by Plop's journey from fear to confidence.

Why has 'The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark'
remained popular among children and educators?
Its relatable theme of overcoming fear, charming storytelling, and gentle
illustrations make it a timeless and valuable tool for teaching children
about bravery and self-acceptance.

Are there any adaptations of 'The Owl Who Was Afraid
of the Dark'?
Yes, the book has been adapted into various formats including audiobooks,



stage plays, and animated videos to reach a wider audience and enhance its
educational impact.

What are some common lessons children learn from
Plop's story?
Children learn that it's okay to be afraid sometimes, that courage involves
facing fears, and that seeking help and understanding can help overcome
challenges.

How does Jill Tomlinson's writing style contribute
to the book's effectiveness?
Her gentle, reassuring tone combined with vivid descriptions and relatable
characters helps children connect emotionally and understand the message
about overcoming fear.

What impact has 'The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark'
had on children's literature?
It is considered a classic that has helped many children confront their
fears, inspiring other stories that promote emotional resilience and self-
confidence.

How can parents and teachers use 'The Owl Who Was
Afraid of the Dark' to support children's emotional
development?
They can read the book together, discuss fears openly, and encourage children
to share their feelings, helping them build courage and resilience in real-
life situations.

Additional Resources
Jill Tomlinson: The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark — An Investigative Review

In the realm of children’s literature, certain stories transcend age and
time, offering profound insights wrapped in accessible narratives. Among
these, Jill Tomlinson’s The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark stands out as a
touching and instructive tale that has garnered both critical acclaim and
heartfelt admiration. This investigative review aims to explore the origins,
themes, literary significance, and enduring impact of this beloved classic,
delving into its narrative structure, character development, and the
psychological underpinnings that make it a compelling piece for audiences of
all ages.



---

Historical Context and Creation of the Book

Jill Tomlinson, a renowned British author and naturalist, published The Owl
Who Was Afraid of the Dark in 1962. Coming at a time when children’s
literature was increasingly emphasizing moral lessons and emotional
intelligence, Tomlinson’s work reflects a nuanced understanding of childhood
fears and the importance of nurturing curiosity alongside safety.

The story was inspired by Tomlinson’s own observations of owls and her desire
to address common childhood anxieties—particularly the fear of the dark.
Recognizing that many children experience this fear, she aimed to craft a
narrative that would empower young readers to confront and understand their
anxieties through the perspective of a relatable character.

---

Plot Summary and Narrative Structure

At its core, The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark follows the journey of Plop,
a young barn owl who is naturally curious but harboring an intense fear of
the dark. The narrative unfolds through gentle, lyrical prose that guides
readers through Plop’s internal struggles and eventual enlightenment.

Key plot points include:

- Introduction of Plop: A young owl eager to explore but held back by his
fear.
- Encounters with Other Animals: Plop’s interactions with creatures like Mrs.
Barn Owl, who encourages him to see the dark as a part of the natural cycle.
- Journey of Discovery: Plop’s decision to venture out at night, confronting
his fears.
- Resolution and Growth: Plop learns that the dark is not frightening but a
wondrous world filled with beauty and adventure.

The structure employs a classic narrative arc—introduction, conflict, climax,
and resolution—facilitated by vivid descriptions and a warm, reassuring tone
that resonates with young readers.

---

Thematic Analysis



Addressing Childhood Fears

One of the most compelling aspects of Tomlinson’s book is its empathetic
portrayal of a universal childhood fear. The story normalizes fear of the
dark, framing it as a natural phase rather than a flaw. This approach helps
children feel understood and less isolated in their feelings.

Themes include:

- The importance of curiosity and exploration
- Overcoming fears through understanding and experience
- Trust in caregivers and mentors
- The beauty and mystery of the natural world

Empowerment and Growth

Plop’s journey is emblematic of personal growth. His initial trepidation
evolves into courage, illustrating that fears can be overcome with patience
and support. The book subtly encourages children to face their fears directly
rather than avoiding them, fostering resilience.

Nature and Education

Tomlinson’s vivid descriptions of nocturnal life serve as an educational
tool, introducing children to the natural behaviors of owls and other
animals. This dual purpose enriches the story’s moral lessons with factual
information, promoting curiosity about the environment.

---

Literary Devices and Artistic Elements

Language and Tone

Tomlinson employs simple yet evocative language, making complex emotional
states accessible to children. The tone remains reassuring, blending gentle
humor with sincere empathy.

Illustrations



While the original editions feature illustrations by Caroline Binch,
subsequent printings have preserved a warm, inviting aesthetic. The artwork
complements the narrative, depicting the nighttime world as both mysterious
and beautiful, helping children visualize and embrace the dark.

Symbolism

The dark symbolizes the unknown, fears, and challenges, while Plop’s courage
signifies growth and acceptance. The story’s natural setting reinforces the
idea that fear is often rooted in unfamiliarity, which can be mitigated
through exploration and understanding.

---

Critical Reception and Academic Perspectives

Since its publication, The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark has received
widespread acclaim from critics, educators, and psychologists alike. Its
accessible narrative and genuine portrayal of childhood fears have made it a
staple in children’s literature.

Academic analyses have highlighted:

- Its role in emotional literacy education
- The use of animal characters as allegories for human experiences
- Its effectiveness in fostering resilience and curiosity

Psychologists suggest that stories like Plop’s can serve as therapeutic
tools, helping children articulate fears and learn coping strategies through
engaging storytelling.

---

Enduring Impact and Cultural Significance

Over six decades since its debut, Tomlinson’s story remains relevant, often
cited in discussions of children’s emotional development. Its themes are
universal, transcending cultural boundaries, and its message about
confronting fears resonates globally.

Reasons for its lasting appeal include:

- Relatable protagonist experiencing common fears
- Gentle encouragement to embrace curiosity
- Rich, descriptive language that sparks imagination



- High-quality illustrations that enhance engagement

The book has also inspired adaptations, including audiobooks, stage
performances, and educational programs, further cementing its influence.

---

Critical Analysis: Strengths and Limitations

Strengths:

- Authentic portrayal of childhood fears
- Encourages empathy, courage, and curiosity
- Beautiful language and illustrations
- Educational value about nocturnal animals

Limitations:

- Some critics argue that the resolution may oversimplify complex fears
- The story’s gentle pace may not fully engage all readers
- As a product of its time, some language or themes may seem dated to modern
audiences, warranting contextual discussion

Despite these, the overall impact remains profoundly positive, with many
educators and parents endorsing it as a valuable tool for emotional literacy.

---

Conclusion: A Timeless Tale for Emotional and
Educational Growth

Jill Tomlinson’s The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark exemplifies the power of
children’s literature to address complex emotional themes with warmth and
wisdom. Its enduring popularity attests to its effectiveness in helping young
readers understand and overcome fears, fostering resilience, curiosity, and a
love for the natural world.

As an investigative review, it becomes clear that the success of this story
lies in its authentic empathy, poetic language, and insightful portrayal of
personal growth. Whether read as a bedtime story or used as an educational
resource, The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark remains a cornerstone in the
canon of children’s literature that continues to inspire courage and
understanding across generations.

---



In summary:

- Authored by Jill Tomlinson in 1962, the book remains a vital tool for
addressing childhood fears.
- Narrative centers on Plop, a young owl learning to embrace the dark.
- Themes of curiosity, resilience, and natural wonder are woven throughout.
- Critically acclaimed for its storytelling, illustrations, and educational
value.
- Its lasting cultural impact underscores its importance in fostering
emotional development in children.

In a world where fears can seem overwhelming, stories like The Owl Who Was
Afraid of the Dark remind us that understanding and courage can transform
apprehension into adventure.

Jill Tomlinson The Owl Who Was Afraid Of The Dark

  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark Jill
Tomlinson, 1971 Since he must hunt food at night, a young owl's fear of the dark is a great handicap.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark by
Jill Tomlinson , 1999
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: DEAN the Owl Who Was Afraid of the
Dark JILL. TOMLINSON, 2018-08-17 The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: Stanley Thornes Primary Literacy ,
1999 An essential, integral part of the daily lesson High quality layout and production, with superb
illustrations Designed to whet children's appetite for new material The substantial extracts are taken
from wide ranging sources Excellent value for money
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: The Mindful Grandparent Shirley
Showalter, Marilyn McEntyre, 2022-05-03 Loving our children's children well is an art--one we keep
learning as they grow. Making memories and fostering relationships with our grandchildren in the
midst of a fast-moving culture isn't easy, and a legacy that lasts isn't crafted overnight. So how do
we as grandparents cultivate strong, meaningful relationships with the children we adore? Start
with The Mindful Grandparent. With twelve grandchildren between them, authors and educators
Marilyn McEntyre and Shirley Showalter know deep in their bones that attending to the small ones
in our lives has never been more important. Grandparents can help little ones learn to value
relationships over things, lap time over screen time. They can help grandchildren live with intention,
attentive to others, to nature, and to the diverse, beautiful, and troubled social world around them.
The Mindful Grandparent doesn't shy away from the challenging issues in contemporary
grandparenting. Through inspired ideas teamed with simple practices and engaging stories, The
Mindful Grandparent covers wide-ranging topics such as cultivating curiosity, giving meaningful
gifts, helping children explore difficult topics, building a grandparent team, honoring adult
children's boundaries, and managing technology. Let The Mindful Grandparent be your guide and
source of refuge for the sacred and sometimes bewildering work of grandparenting.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: Using Hypnosis with Children Lynn
Lyons, 2015-09-03 How to create and deliver effective hypnotic interventions with children. From
the initial interview to creating the best metaphors, Using Hypnosis with Children is a practical,
step-by-step guide that shows health care providers (including therapists, nurses, pediatricians,
dentists, and educators) how to create and deliver hypnotic interventions that are customized and
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effective into their pediatric clinical work, with utilization and flexibility as key components to an
overall treatment approach. Using case examples of language for all age groups, readers learn first
how to identify the salient targets or themes, deliver a session that hits these targets with precision,
and then connect the session to the child's everyday experience. More broadly, readers learn to use
hypnosis as a way to help create new neural pathways, teach self-regulation, introduce a more
internal locus of control, and develop positive interpersonal experiences. Chapters focus on the most
common issues that children face, including anxiety, depression, medical procedures/pain, and
sleep.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: Salman Rushdie's Midnight's Children
Salman Rushdie, 2009-04-22 The original stage adaptation of Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children,
winner of the 1993 Booker of Bookers, the best book to win the Booker Prize in its first twenty-five
years. In the moments of upheaval that surround the stroke of midnight on August 14--15, 1947, the
day India proclaimed its independence from Great Britain, 1,001 children are born--each of whom is
gifted with supernatural powers. Midnight’s Children focuses on the fates of two of them--the
illegitimate son of a poor Hindu woman and the male heir of a wealthy Muslim family--who become
inextricably linked when a midwife switches the boys at birth. An allegory of modern India,
Midnight’s Children is a family saga set against the volatile events of the thirty years following the
country’s independence--the partitioning of India and Pakistan, the rule of Indira Gandhi, the onset
of violence and war, and the imposition of martial law. It is a magical and haunting tale, of
fragmentation and of the struggle for identity and belonging that links personal life with national
history. In collaboration with Simon Reade, Tim Supple and the Royal Shakespeare Society, Salman
Rushdie has adapted his masterpiece for the stage.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: 101 Essential Lists for the Early Years
Penny Tassoni, 2006-03-10 'This book is practical, inspiring and, as all educational books should be,
peppered with surprises. I shall feel less insecure in the next KS1 classroom I visit.' Fred Sedgwick
is a poet, former headteacher and the author of numerous books in the areas of literature,
expressive arts, education and creativity. Lists range from planning activites and dealing with
special educational needs to working with parents, teaching assistants and other colleagues.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: Producers' Choice: Six Plays for Young
Performers Megan Barker, DJ Britton, James Graham, Sarah May, Simon Reade, Simon Stephens,
2014-03-10 Producers' Choice: Six Plays for Young Performers showcases some of the best plays for
young people produced by the UK's leading theatre companies. The plays are ideal for young
performers aged 13-25 and offer a diverse range of challenges, styles and subjects. The volume will
prove essential for teachers and students of Drama and for youth drama groups. The plays include
modern reworkings of classics, such as Simon Reade's witty and brilliantly inventive adaptation of
Lewis Carroll's much-loved fantasy, and DJ Britton's version of Sophocles' Theban plays, the tragic
Oedipus/Antigone. Contemporary teenage issues are dealt with in Megan Barker's beautiful and
uplifting Promise and Sarah May's The Butterfly Club. Simon Stephens' hit-play Punk Rock set in a
grammar school explores dislocation and aggression among sixth form pupils; James Graham's Tory
Boyz is a fast-paced, political comedy about prejudice and ambition in Westminster. Each play
features production notes and the volume is introduced by Paul Roseby, Artistic Director of the
National Youth Theatre. For schools, youth theatre groups and drama colleges this anthology of
thematically and stylistically diverse plays will prove an invaluable resource.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: The Primary English Encyclopedia
Margaret Mallett, 2012-05-23 ‘Do you know your diphthongs from your digraphs? Are you au fait
with all the main reading programmes published in the UK? And can you really tell the difference
between a legend, a myth and a fable? If you have any doubt about saying yes to any of these
questions, fear not; the answers are all in ‘The Primary English Encyclopedia’. This fantastic
resource contains such a comprehensive coverage of literacy topics that it will undoubtedly become
one of the most regularly consulted titles on your bookshelf’ - Literacy Time Plus This user friendly
encyclopedia explains concepts, aims and current requirements in all aspects of the primary English



curriculum and is an invaluable reference for all training and practising teachers. Now in its fourth
edition, entries have been updated to take account of new research and thinking and now reflect the
requirements of the new Primary National Curriculum and particularly The Communication,
Language and Literacy Development element. The approach is critical but constructive and
supportive of the reflective practitioner in developing sound subject knowledge and good classroom
practice. The encyclopedia includes: over 600 entries , including new entries on English in the Early
Years, bilingualism, SEN, the use of the internet, synthetic phonics and many more short definitions
of key concepts succinct explanations of current UK requirements extended entries on major topics
such as speaking and listening, reading, writing, drama, poetry, bilingualism and children’s
literature input on new literacies and new kinds of texts for children discussion of current issues and
some input on the history of English teaching in the primary years gender and literacy important
references for each topic , advice on further reading and accounts of recent research findings a
Who’s Who of Primary English and lists of essential texts, updated for this new edition. This
encyclopedia will be ideal for student teachers on BA and PGCE courses preparing for work in
primary schools and primary school teachers.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: Reading Power Adrienne Gear, 2006
Reading Power promotes reading comprehension with a wealth of effective strategies that help
students think as they read. Teachers will learn how to engage students and create powerful
opportunities for a more interactive, thoughtful reading experience that improves comprehension.
Built around the strategies that proficient readers use – or “reading powers” - the book recognizes
that teachers are implementing strategies from many sources and offers simple applications that can
be incorporated in any classroom. The book is organized around five reading strategies or reading
powers — Connect, Question, Visualize, Infer, and Transform. Each chapter includes: a song or
chant to use in the classroom for each power; suggestions for introducing each reading power;
sequential lessons that incorporate teacher modeling, guided practice, and independent reading;
ready-to-copy pages that support the sequential lessons; The book uses authentic children's
literature and includes ideas for modeling demonstrations, encouraging practice, and nurturing
independent reading. Extensive lists of children's books, organized around grades and reading
power, with suggestions for assembling classroom book collections, are an important part of this
practical book.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: Using AI to Power Primary Literacy
Adam Bushnell, 2025-09-30 Artificial intelligence (AI) is transforming the world around us and
education is no exception. But how can AI help in the primary classroom, particularly with teaching
reading, writing and comprehension? This practical guide demystifies AI for teachers, offering clear,
accessible and practical strategies to enhance literacy teaching in a way that is both effective and
engaging. Written specifically for primary school teachers, this book explores how AI-powered tools
can support children’s literacy development. It provides step-by-step guidance on using AI to enrich
reading activities, improve comprehension skills, inspire creative writing, make poetry analysis and
writing easier, and make non-fiction research more engaging. The book is packed with real-world,
tried and tested examples with easy-to-follow lesson ideas, and thoughtful discussion points to help
teachers integrate AI into their teaching while maintaining the human connection that is central to
learning. This practical resource is for anyone looking for innovative ways to engage young learners
with their reading and writing. It is particularly relevant for teachers and school leaders and offers
hands-on support on how to use AI ethically and effectively in the classroom, whilst also suggesting
ways to enhance learning and pupil engagement within an ever-evolving educational landscape.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: Read Like a Ninja Andrew Jennings,
2024-06-20 PRAISE FOR BOOKS IN THE LIKE A NINJA SERIES 'Super engaging and accessible'
PIERS TORDAY 'An imaginative and affordable resource' CLASS READS 'Jam-packed with top-class
tips you won't want to miss' MC Grammar From Andrew Jennings, the bestselling author
@VocabularyNinja, Read Like a Ninja is a one-stop-shop to help children become Grand Masters of
their own reading. This is an essential toolkit of fun exercises and resources to support primary



school children and get them reading like ninjas! While most focus on just phonics, we know there is
much more that goes into making children confident and independent readers. Read Like a Ninja
offers step-by-step support for that tricky transition from phonics to fluency to independent reading
– and even reading for fun! This book is brimming over with fun activities in all the key areas of
reading including phonics, comprehension, fluency, skimming and scanning, retrieval and
prediction. It also includes exercises and short texts aimed at each Lexile level, to help your child
progress in line with the National Curriculum. Go straight to the 'Parent Zone' for tips and tricks on
supporting your child's reading and where to find books at their level as they improve. This
pocket-sized book is a real treasure trove of resources, examples and tools – everything you need to
get children to become Grand Masters of their own reading. For more must-have Ninja books by
Andrew Jennings (@VocabularyNinja), check out Vocabulary Ninja, Maths Like a Ninja, Write Like a
Ninja, Spell Like a Ninja, SATs Like a Ninja and Comprehension Ninja.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: Catherine, the Princess of Wales
Robert Jobson, 2024-08-06 *A New York Times bestseller* Through the author’s extensive
connections within the royal household, this dynamic new biography tells the full story of how
Catherine, the Princess of Wales, became the woman she is today. Kate Middleton's life's story
seems like a modern-day fairy-tale. An attractive, clever, and ambitious girl from unexceptional
beginnings meets and falls in love with a wealthy prince when they are both college undergraduates.
Now, with the British monarchy in transition, Catherine is destined to become the first commoner
Queen” in British history since Anne Hyde, wife of James II. Since her wedding on April 29th,
2011—and since becoming the Duchess of Cambridge—Catherine has endeared herself to the people
of the Britain and America with her extensive travels, with her infectious smile, sense of style, and
down-to-earth nature. With her self-deprecation, willingness to laugh at herself, solid
work-ethic—along with William’s warmth, and accessibility—this dynamic duo has become the most
popular members of the royal family. As interest in the royals continues to gain legions of new,
younger fans, there is increasing interest in the histories and back stories of the principal players in
this story. Through the author’s connection with sources both on and off the record within the royal
household, this dynamic new biography tells the full story of how Catherine became the woman she
is today.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: The Divine Heart of Darkness Catherine
Bird, 2017-11-01 How can we use the experience of darkness to lift our spirits, challenge our hearts
and minds and draw us closer into the heart of God?
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: Outdoor Learning through the Seasons
Ann Watts, 2020-05-14 Outdoor learning and play experiences are an essential part of young
children’s development. The importance of offering children first-hand experience of the natural
world becomes more urgent as research evidence demonstrates the benefits of becoming physically
and emotionally involved with the natural world. Outdoor Learning through the Seasons shows how
we can encourage young children to engage with nature on a daily basis throughout the year. Using
the four seasons as a framework, it supports adults to develop their own awareness of the world
around them and feel confident about taking children outside every day. There are suggestions for
caring for gardens and wildlife through the year, and ideas to brighten grey winter days, enjoy the
summer sunshine or explore in the snow. Now featuring full-colour photographs throughout, this
new edition has been updated to include references to recent research, new material on Forest
Schools, discussion questions for practitioners and in-depth case studies of learning in action.
Features include: Ideas for all seasons, weather conditions and working with the four elements:
earth, air, water and fire Guidance on fulfilling the learning requirements of EYFS and the
Characteristics of Effective Learning Advice on working with parents and the role of adults Practical
tips and suggestions of how to make the most of a small space or how to re-plan an existing space
Useful reference lists of further resources including stories, poems and websites This practical book
is essential reading for all those looking to provide rich and stimulating outdoor learning and play
provision for children in early years settings on a daily basis and for parents and carers wishing to



get the most of time outdoors with their children.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: Planning to Teach Writing Emma
Caulfield, 2016-03-02 Written by an experienced teacher and literacy consultant, Planning to Teach
Writing offers an easy-to-use, tried-and-tested framework that will reduce teachers’ planning time
while raising standards in writing. Using the circles planning approach, it provides fresh inspiration
for teachers who want to engage and enthuse their pupils, with exciting and varied hooks into
writing, including picture books, short stories, novels and films. Exploring effective assessment
practice, each chapter puts the needs and interests of pupils at the forefront of planning, and models
how to design units of work that will lead to high-quality writing outcomes in any primary school
classroom. The book uses a simple formula for success: 1 Find the gaps in learning for your
students. 2 Choose a hook that you know will engage your students. 3 Select a unit plan that you
know will support you to get the best writing out of your students. 4 Tailor it. 5 Teach it! With a
fantastic range of hooks to inspire teaching and learning, Planning to Teach Writing ensures
successful planning that will maximise engagement, enjoyment and achievement. This book is an
accessible and necessary resource for any teacher planning to teach writing in their classroom.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: The Little Book of Story Bags Marianne
Sargent, 2015-06-04 Reading stories is an invaluable experience for young children, helping them to
develop a wide range of important skills. As well as developing listening skills, children who have
regular access to stories develop an awareness of story structure, character and setting. They also
begin to understand the concept of letter sounds and words printed on the page and increase their
vocabulary. Offering opportunities for active, involved, cross-curricular learning, story bags help
bring stories to life and offer practical ideas that serve the differing interests and learning styles of
young children.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: Anxious Kids, Anxious Parents Lynn
Lyons, Reid Wilson, 2013-09-03 With anxiety at epidemic levels among our children, Anxious Kids,
Anxious Parents offers a contrarian yet effective approach to help children and teens push through
their fears, worries, and phobias to ultimately become more resilient, independent, and happy. How
do you manage a child who gets stomachaches every school morning, who refuses after-school
activities, or who is trapped in the bathroom with compulsive washing? Children like these put a
palpable strain on frustrated, helpless parents and teachers. And there is no escaping the problem:
One in every five kids suffers from a diagnosable anxiety disorder. Unfortunately, when parents or
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way that is currently unfamiliar but infinitely successful. Using current research and contemporary
examples, the book exposes the most common anxiety-enhancing patterns—including reassurance,
accommodation, avoidance, and poor problem solving—and offers a concrete plan with 7 key
principles that foster change. And, since new research reveals how anxious parents typically make
for anxious children, the book offers exercises and techniques to change both the children's and the
parental patterns of thinking and behaving. This book challenges our basic instincts about how to
help fearful kids and will serve as the antidote for an anxious nation of kids and their parents.
  jill tomlinson the owl who was afraid of the dark: Mealtime and Bedtime Sing & Sign Anne
Meeker-Miller, 2008-08-26 Finally, a way to ease the most challenging times of day with baby. Since
signed gestures enable babies to tell caregivers what they want and need before they can talk,
mealtime and bedtime are occasions when signing can really come in handy. Based on Dr. Miller's
popular workshops, Mealtime and Bedtime Sing & Sign is a user-friendly guide featuring over 200
signs with photos, instructions, and activities. An all-new, 12-song CD with upbeat music followed by
calm lullabies teaches and reinforces key signs.
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