harry potter and the chamber of
secrets first edition

The Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets First Edition is a highly sought-
after collectible for fans and bibliophiles alike. As the second installment
in J.K. Rowling’s iconic Harry Potter series, this edition holds a special
place in literary history and memorabilia collections. For enthusiasts,
understanding the nuances of this edition—its unique features, historical
significance, and how it differs from subsequent printings—can enhance their
appreciation and collection strategy. In this comprehensive guide, we will
explore everything you need to know about the Harry Potter and the Chamber of
Secrets First Edition, from its publication details to its value in the
collector’s market.

Overview of Harry Potter and the Chamber of
Secrets First Edition

The first edition of Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets was published in
1998 by Bloomsbury in the United Kingdom. It marked the continuation of Harry
Potter’s magical journey and introduced readers to a darker, more complex
narrative. This edition is particularly significant because it was the
initial release that established the series’ popularity and set the
foundation for future editions and printings.

Key Features of the First Edition

— Publication Date: July 2, 1998

— Publisher: Bloomsbury Publishing

- Format: Hardcover with dust jacket

— Page Count: 251 pages (varies slightly in different printings)
— Price Tag: Originally priced at £10.99

The first edition is distinguished by specific attributes that collectors
look for, including cover art, printing details, and binding quality.

Distinctive Characteristics of the First
Edition

Understanding what makes the Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets First
Edition unique is crucial for collectors and fans seeking authentic copies.

Cover Art and Design

— The original dust jacket features a detailed illustration of Harry Potter



with his wand, set against a greenish background.

— The hardcover binding is typically dark green with a embossed Hogwarts
crest.

— The spine displays the title and author’s name in gold foil.

Printing and Typographical Details

— The first edition contains specific printing details on the copyright page,
including:

- The statement: "First published in Great Britain in 1998 by Bloomsbury
Publishing"

— The number line starting with 10, indicating a first print run.

— The binding quality is high, with sewn pages and a durable cover.

Potential Variations

— Some first editions may have minor printing errors or variations, such as
small misprints or differences in cover art, which can influence value.

— The presence of the original dust jacket is a significant factor in
valuation.

Historical Significance of the First Edition

The Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets First Edition holds immense
historical importance for several reasons:

— It marks the continuation of Harry Potter's adventures, deepening the Harry
Potter universe.

— It was published during a period when children's fantasy literature was
experiencing a renaissance.

- Early editions contributed to the global phenomenon that the series became,
laying the groundwork for the franchise's expansion into movies, merchandise,
and theme parks.

Impact on Collecting and the Market
The rarity of first editions in good condition makes them highly wvaluable. As

the series gained worldwide popularity, demand for original copies increased,
especially those with intact dust Jjackets and minimal wear.

Collecting Tips and Valuation

If you're interested in collecting the Harry Potter and the Chamber of
Secrets First Edition, here are some tips to help you identify, preserve, and
evaluate your copy.



How to Identify a Genuine First Edition

— Check the copyright page for the statement "First published in Great
Britain in 1998 by Bloomsbury Publishing".

— Verify the number line on the copyright page begins with the number 10.

— Ensure the dust jacket is original, with the correct artwork and publisher
details.

- Examine the binding for quality craftsmanship—sewn pages and sturdy cover.

Preservation Tips

— Store the book in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight.
— Use protective covers for the dust jacket.

— Handle with clean hands to prevent damage.

— Avoid excessive humidity to prevent mold and warping.

Valuation and Market Trends

- A well-preserved first edition with dust jacket can fetch between $3,000
and $10,000 USD or more, depending on condition.

- Limited or rare variations can command higher prices.

— The presence of inscriptions, signatures, or provenance can significantly
increase value.

Differences Between First Edition and
Subsequent Printings

Understanding the differences can help collectors distinguish authentic first
editions from later printings.

Key Differences

| Feature | First Edition | Later Printings |

[ ——= ==

| Copyright statement | "First published in Great Britain in 1998..." |
Varies or omits "First published..." statement |

| Number line | Starts with 10 | May start with lower numbers such as 9, 8,
etc. |

| Dust jacket | Original artwork and design | May have different or updated
cover art |

| Price | Original price marked on the dust jacket | Prices not relevant |

Why These Differences Matter

Accurate identification ensures authenticity and preserves the value of your
collection. Many counterfeit or misrepresented copies circulate in the
market, so careful examination is essential.



Conclusion

The Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets First Edition is more than just a
book; it is a piece of literary history that symbolizes the rise of a global
phenomenon. Whether you are a dedicated collector, a Harry Potter enthusiast,
or an investor in rare books, understanding the nuances of this edition can
help you appreciate its significance and value. From its distinctive cover
art to the historical context of its publication, owning a first edition is a
tangible connection to the magical world created by J.K. Rowling.

If you are considering acquiring a Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
First Edition, always verify its authenticity and condition to maximize your
investment. With proper care, this edition will remain a treasured part of
your collection for generations to come.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What makes the first edition of 'Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets' so valuable?

The first edition of 'Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets' is highly
sought after because of its limited print run, unique cover design, and its

significance as part of the early Harry Potter collectibles, making it
especially valuable to collectors.

How can I identify a first edition of 'Harry Potter
and the Chamber of Secrets'?

A first edition typically features a specific print line on the copyright
page, such as 'First Edition' or a number line starting with 1, and often has
a distinct dust jacket with particular design elements exclusive to the first
printing.

Are there any differences between the first edition
and later editions of 'Harry Potter and the Chamber
of Secrets'?

Yes, first editions often have unique cover art, printing details, and
sometimes minor textual differences. Later editions may include updated cover
designs, additional illustrations, or corrected text, but the first edition
is considered the most authentic and collectible.



Why do collectors prize the first edition of 'Harry
Potter and the Chamber of Secrets'?

Collectors prize first editions because they are original copies from the
initial print run, often in pristine condition, and they hold historical and
monetary value as part of the early Harry Potter legacy.

What is the approximate value of a first edition
'Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets' today?

The value can vary widely depending on condition, rarity, and whether it
includes the original dust jacket, but first editions can range from a few
thousand to over ten thousand dollars for well-preserved copies.

How has the popularity of 'Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets' first edition changed over time?

The popularity has increased as Harry Potter memorabilia has grown in value
and cultural significance, making first editions highly desirable among
collectors and fans, especially with the ongoing popularity of the series.

Where can I verify the authenticity of a first
edition 'Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets'?

Authenticity can be verified through expert appraisers, reputable rare book
dealers, and by examining specific details like the copyright page, printing
line, cover art, and dust jacket features that match known first edition
characteristics.

Additional Resources

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets First Edition: A Deep Dive into a
Literary Treasure

Introduction

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets first edition is more than just a
book; it is a cornerstone of modern literary history and a cherished artifact
for collectors worldwide. Released in 1998, the first edition of J.K.
Rowling’s second installment in the Harry Potter series set the stage for a
global phenomenon that would redefine children's literature and ignite a
cultural movement. For bibliophiles, collectors, and fans alike,
understanding the nuances of this initial print run offers insight into the
book's historical significance, rarity, and the elements that distinguish it
from subsequent editions.

The Origins of the First Edition
Background and Publication Context

Following the monumental success of Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone
(published as Sorcerer’s Stone in the United States), Rowling's publishers



prepared for the release of the sequel. The first edition of Harry Potter and
the Chamber of Secrets was published by Bloomsbury in the United Kingdom in
July 1998.

This edition marked the beginning of an era that saw the Harry Potter series
transcend literary boundaries, becoming a global cultural staple. The first
edition was printed in hardcover, featuring the iconic dust jacket designed
to entice both young readers and adult collectors.

Printing and Distribution

The initial print run of the first edition was approximately 3,000 copies, a
modest number compared to later printings but significant for a debut of its
kind. These copies were distributed primarily across the UK, with some copies
making their way into the United States and other markets through
international booksellers.

The print run was carefully curated, with notable features in the printing
process that would later become points of interest for collectors, such as
the specific print runs, binding details, and dust jacket design.

Key Features of the First Edition
Cover and Dust Jacket Design

The first edition’s hardcover features a distinctive illustration that
captures the mysterious essence of the story. The dust jacket is notable for
its vibrant artwork, depicting Harry Potter wielding his wand with the iconic
Hogwarts castle in the background.

- Front Cover: Features the classic Hogwarts crest with a detailed
illustration of Harry Potter.

— Spine: Displays the title and author in a distinct font, with slight
variations from later editions.

— Back Cover: Contains promotional blurbs and publisher information.

The dust jacket is not only aesthetically significant but also an essential
element for collectors, especially when in pristine condition.

Typographical and Printing Details

The first print run of the first edition contains several typographical
features that distinguish it from later editions:

— Publisher’s Information: Contains the original Bloomsbury logo and
publishing details.

— Edition Statement: The phrase "First Edition" is explicitly printed, often
on the copyright page or the dust jacket flaps.

— Number Line: A sequence of numbers indicating the print run, which for the
first edition typically begins with a "1" and may include digits indicating
the print's extent.

These details are crucial for collectors aiming to authenticate an original
first edition.



Rarity and Collectibility
Why is the First Edition Highly Sought After?

The rarity of the first edition of Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets is
a significant driver behind its collectibility:

— Limited Print Run: Only around 3,000 copies were initially printed.

— Condition Sensitivity: Mint condition copies with intact dust Jjackets
command high prices.

— Historical Significance: As the second book in the series, it marks the
continuation of Rowling’s literary journey.

Factors Affecting Value
Several factors influence the value of a first edition:

1. Condition: The better the condition, especially the dust jacket and
binding, the higher the wvalue.

2. Presence of the Original Dust Jacket: An intact, undamaged dust Jjacket
significantly increases worth.

3. Signatures and Inscriptions: Signed copies or those with personal
inscriptions can fetch premium prices.

4. Printing Variations: Certain print runs may have minor differences, such
as errors or variant covers, which can affect desirability.

Collecting Tips and Notable Sales

— Authenticating a First Edition: Experts look for specific typographical
details, the print line, and dust jacket features.

— Price Range: As of 2023, pristine copies have sold for upwards of several
thousand dollars at auction.

— Notable Sales: Some copies have set record prices, emphasizing the
edition’s collector's appeal.

Cultural and Literary Significance
Impact on the Harry Potter Phenomenon

The first edition of Chamber of Secrets played a pivotal role in establishing
the Harry Potter series as a literary force. It reinforced Rowling's
storytelling prowess and laid the groundwork for the series' expansion into
films, merchandise, and theme parks.

Literary Content and Themes

While the first edition retained the core story and themes of discovery,
friendship, and courage, collectors and readers often focus on:

— The narrative’s darker tone compared to the first book.

— Introduction of key characters like Dobby the house-elf.

— The lore surrounding the Chamber of Secrets and its historical significance
within Hogwarts.

Preservation and Storage



For collectors, preserving the first edition is paramount:

- Handling: Use gloves when handling to prevent oils and dirt from damaging
the pages or dust Jjacket.

— Storage Conditions: Keep in a climate-controlled environment, away from
sunlight to prevent fading.

- Display: Use protective covers or cases for display purposes to maintain
condition.

Conclusion: A Literary and Collectible Treasure

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets first edition remains a highly wvalued
and culturally significant artifact. Its rarity, historical importance, and
enduring popularity make it a prized possession for collectors and fans. As
the series continues to influence literature and popular culture, owning a
first edition of this seminal work connects readers to the origins of a
global phenomenon.

Whether viewed as a piece of literary history or a valuable collectible, the
first edition of Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets embodies the magic

and mystery that defined Rowling’s enchanting universe. For those fortunate

enough to acquire a pristine copy, it is a tangible link to the beginning of
a magical journey that has captivated millions worldwide.

Harry Potter And The Chamber Of Secrets First Edition

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: Heritage Rare Books Auction
#6025 ,

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: HSA Heritage Auctions Rare Books
Auction Catalog #6030 James Gannon, 2009-09

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: Harry Potter Collector's Handbook
William Silvester, 2010-08-19 Action Figures, Books, Ornaments, Costumes, Calendars, Art, Coins,
Dolls, Jewelry, Lunch Boxes, Toys, Movies Harry Potter Casts His Spell on Collectors Welcome,
Muggles, to the magic, mystery, and merchandise of the wonderful wizarding world of Harry Potter!
Harry Potter Collector's Handbook will bewitch you with colorful images and current values of
licensed products based on the famous boy wizard and his charming chums and nefarious foes. Just
for you, we've conjured: * 1,000+ spellbinding listings, pictures, and secondary market values. ¢
Information arranged—magically!—in alphabetical order to make it easy to find what you're looking
for. « A diverse array of collectibles from rare first editions of books worth thousands of dollars to
items worth slightly fewer galleons. If you're mesmerized by Pottermania, you'll never want to
depart the enchanting world of witchcraft and wizardry presented in Harry Potter Collector's
Handbook.

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: Harry Potter - The Unofficial
Guide to the Collectibles of Our Favorite Wizard Eric Bradley, 2017-10-03 A legacy of magical
treasures! Since 1997 with the publication of the first book, Harry Potter has cast a spell over
millions of Muggles around the world--not the least of all bewitched collectors. Harry Potter: The
Unofficial Guide to the Collectibles of Our Favorite Wizard conjures rare, extraordinary and magical
treasures sprung from the Potter books and movies, and even the imaginations of fans. In its
enchantingly visual pages, you'll discover delightful riches including author J.K. Rowling's writing
chair that sold at auction for almost $400,000, first-edition books, original art, movie posters, film
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props, exclusives, limited-edition items, fun fandom pieces, and other wonders to behold. So with a
whisper of accio and a flick of your wand, summon forth the fascinating, the fantastical and the
fabulous found in Harry Potter: The Unofficial Guide to the Collectibles of Our Favorite Wizard.

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: Antique Trader Book Collector's Price
Guide Richard Russell, 2009-11-13 This new edition of Antique Trader Book Collector's Price Guide
provides readers with the information and values to carve a niche for themselves in a market where
rare first editions of Jane Austen's Emma and J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone
recently sold at auction for 254,610 dollars and 40,355 dollars respectively. Organized in 13
categories, including Americana, banned, paranormal and mystery, this guide discusses identifying
and grading books, and provides collectors with details for identifying and assessing books in 8,000
listings.

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: The Unofficial Harry Potter
Vocabulary Builder Sayre Van Young, 2008-11-11 A Simon & Schuster eBook. Simon & Schuster
has a great book for every reader.

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: The Making of the Potterverse Scott
Thomas, 2007-04-01 Experience the magic again with this chronicle of the young wizard who took
the world by storm! From the moment that J. K. Rowling conceived the idea of Harry Potter during a
train ride, until the 1997 UK publication of Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, The Making of
the Potterverse tells the history of one of today’s most beloved sagas—in print, on screen, and in real
life as waves of Pottermania swept fans young and old. Covering the phenomenon through the
theatrical release of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, this book covers all of the major and
minor news events centering on the world of Harry Potter, interweaving quotes from the films’ cast
and crew members—among them Daniel Radcliffe, Emma Watson, and Rupert Grint; directors Chris
Columbus (The Sorcerer’s Stone, The Chamber of Secrets), Alfonso Cuaron (The Prisoner of
Azkaban), and Mike Newell (The Goblet of Fire); producer David Heyman, and behind-the-scenes
personnel who bring the magic to life.

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: ].K. Rowling: A Bibliography
1997-2013 Philip W. Errington, 2015-02-26 'As someone who respects comprehensive research, I am
in awe of the level of detail and amount of time Philip Errington has dedicated to this slavishly
thorough and somewhat mind-boggling bibliography.' ]J. K. Rowling This is the definitive bibliography
of the writings of ]J. K. Rowling. In addition to complete bibliographic details of each edition of all her
books, pamphlets and original contributions to published works, there is detailed information on the
publishing history of her work, including fascinating extracts from correspondence, and information
on Rowling at auction. This will be the first source on Rowling consulted by textual scholars, book
dealers and collectors, auction houses, critics and researchers. The aim of the book is to record fact
and dispel rumour on the fascinating publishing history of the Harry Potter series.

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: A Wizard of Their Age Cecilia
Konchar Farr, 2015-01-01 A collection of student essays that captures the passionate engagement
their generation brings to the Harry Potter phenomenon. A Wizard of Their Age began when the
students in Cecilia Konchar Farr{]s [JSix Degrees of Harry Potter{] course at St. Catherine University
kept finding errors in the available scholarship. These students had been reading Harry Potter for
their entire literate lives, and they demanded more attention to the details they found significant.
[JWe can do better than this,[] they said. Konchar Farr, two undergraduate teaching assistants, and
five student editors decided to test that hypothesis. After issuing a call for contributions, they
selected fifteen thoughtful academic essays by students from across the country. These essays
examine the Harry Potter books from a variety of perspectives, including literary, historical, cultural,
gender, mythological, psychological, theological, and genetic[lthere is even a nursing care plan for
Tom Riddle. Interspersed among the essays are brief vignettes entitled [My Harry Potter Story,[]
where students write about their personal encounters with the novels. Although a quick Internet
search yields a dazzling number of books about Harry Potter, few are as deeply invested or insightful
as A Wizard of Their Age. Written and edited by[Jand for[Jmembers of the Harry Potter generation,




these essays demonstrate this generation[]s passionate engagement with the Harry Potter
phenomenon and provide numerous critical insights into the individual novels and the series as a
whole.

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: Harry Potter,

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: The Gospel According to Harry
Potter Connie Neal, 2008-01-01 Tagline: Now Exploring Books One through Seven

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: Collecting Children's Books Noah
Fleisher, Lauren Zittle, 2015-10-29 When We Were Very Young Children's Books delight the young
and the young at heart. From the gentle ritual of Goodnight Moon to the incredible odyssey of bad
boy Max in Where the Wild Things Are, these timeless tales remain with us as certainly as a mother's
hug. Collecting Children's Books showcases some of the finest books and accompanying artwork
from 1900 to the present in a warm, informative and exquisite fashion, reminding us all of the joy
found in this transcendent genre. From Winnie-the-Pooh to Curious George, Alice in Wonderland to
Mary Poppins, and from The Poky Little Puppy to The Very Hungry Caterpillar, you will enjoy a
treasure trove of remarkable--and highly collectible--children's literature. This delightful hardcover
book features: * More than 100 years of classic and collectible Children Books, including values for
signed and unsigned First Edition works. * 500 color images ¢ Original art from such masters as
Garth Williams (Charlotte's Web, Stuart Little), Maurice Sendak (Where the Wild Things Are) and
Dr. Seuss. * Collecting tips, what to look for when buying, and lists of suggested readings by era for
those seeking to rediscover the pleasure--and value--found in children's literature.

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: ].K. Rowling: A Bibliography Philip W.
Errington, 2017-09-21 This is the definitive bibliography of the writings of ]J. K. Rowling. In addition
to bibliographical details of each edition of all her books, pamphlets and original contributions to
published works, there is detailed information on the publishing history of her work, including
fascinating extracts from correspondence, and information on Rowling at auction. This edition has
been fully revised and updated to include over 50 new editions published since 2013, including the
newly jacketed 2014 children's editions of the Harry Potter books as well as the 2015 illustrated
edition of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone. The works of Robert Galbraith are also included.

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: In The Shoes of the Other Samia
Mehrez, 2019-12-10 In the Shoes of the Other Interdisciplinary Essays in Translation Studies from
Cairo “This anthology continues a tradition that is intended to give impetus to the development of
Egyptian and Arab discourses on translation both within and beyond the American University in
Cairo. It is a welcome and important contribution to raising the profile of translation, in all its forms,
and of translators in the region.” Mona Baker, University of Manchester “Since its founding, the
Center for Translation Studies has hosted an astonishing number of academic events that are among
the most intellectually serious and internationally prominent of AUC’s activities in the humanities;
this has been noted by universities across the world. Indeed, the “In Translation” lecture series is,
without any exaggeration, the most impressive public lecture series of its kind anywhere, and far
beyond anything comparable in Africa or the Middle East.” Adam Talib, Durham University “AUC’s
Center for Translation Studies has proved itself a vital interpreter of texts and events generated by
Egypt’s turbulent political history and fervent artistic culture. I know of no other group of scholars
with equal competence in these matters and with an equivalent respect in the field.” Anthony
Cordingley, Université Paris VIII

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: Exploring Science Through Science
Fiction Barry B. Luokkala, 2019-11-01 How does Einstein’s description of space and time compare
with Doctor Who? Can James Bond really escape from an armor-plated railroad car by cutting
through the floor with a laser concealed in a wristwatch? What would it take to create a fully
intelligent android, such as Star Trek’s Commander Data? Exploring Science Through Science
Fiction addresses these and other intriguing questions, using science fiction as a springboard for
discussing fundamental science concepts and cutting-edge science research. It includes references
to original research papers, landmark scientific publications and technical documents, as well as a



broad range of science literature at a more popular level. The revised second edition includes
expanded discussions on topics such as gravitational waves and black holes, machine learning and
quantum computing, gene editing, and more. In all, the second edition now features over 220
references to specific scenes in more than 160 sci-fi movies and TV episodes, spanning over 100
years of cinematic history. Designed as the primary text for a college-level course, this book will
appeal to students across the fine arts, humanities, and hard sciences, as well as any reader with an
interest in science and science fiction. Praise for the first edition: This journey from science fiction to
science fact provides an engaging and surprisingly approachable read... (Jen Jenkins, Journal of
Science Fiction, Vol. 2 (1), September 2017)

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: Dream Tonight of Peacock Tails
Umberto Rossi, Paolo Simonetti, 2015-09-04 Dream Tonight of Peacock Tails marks the first in-depth
examination of Pynchon’s debut novel, which was immediately recognized as a breakthrough
masterpiece. The eight essays collected in the volume provide both scholars and avid readers with
new and original insights into a too-often underestimated work that, probably even more than
Gravity’s Rainbow, established Pynchon as one of the great masters of twentieth-century American
literature. This book deliberately privileges a multidisciplinary and transnational approach,
encompassing collaborations from a particularly international and diverse academic context. As
such, this volume offers a multifaceted pattern of expanding investigation that tackles the novel’s
apparently chaotic but meticulously organized structure by rereading it in the light of recent US and
European history and economics, as well as by exploring its many real and imagined locations. Not
only are the essays brought together here revelatory of Pynchon’s way of working, but they also tell
us something about our own ways of approaching his fiction.

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: J. K. Rowling Colleen A. Sexton,
2006-01-01 Describes the life of the British author whose blockbuster Harry Potter series catapulted
her from poverty into worldwide fame.

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: Antiquarian Book Review , 2003

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: Echoes of the Gospel in Harry Potter
Clay Myatt, 2021-09-09 The best-selling book series of all time and the best-selling book of all
time--do they have anything in common? And if so, might there be a reason for that? Echoes of the
Gospel in Harry Potter suggests that there is a profound connection between these two beloved and
inspirational stories and, moreover, that it is the connection between the two that has caused them
to be so widely read and enjoyed. Each chapter sheds light on this connection from a different angle
by unpacking how either an aspect of the magical world, a character, or a theme in Harry Potter
echoes the gospel--the story the Bible is telling that finds its climax in Jesus Christ. Whether
Christian or non-Christian, well-versed in the Bible or unfamiliar with it, fans of the Harry Potter
series will find this an illuminating and captivating read.

harry potter and the chamber of secrets first edition: London Magazine John Lehmann,
Alan Ross, 2007
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