
going solo roald dahl
Exploring the Life and Works of Going Solo Roald Dahl

Roald Dahl is one of the most celebrated authors of the 20th century, known for his
captivating stories that have enchanted children and adults alike. When discussing his
literary journey, the phrase going solo Roald Dahl often refers to a pivotal phase in his
life—his experiences abroad and his adventures outside the realm of children's fiction. This
article delves into the life of Roald Dahl during his "going solo" years, exploring his personal
journey, notable works, and the lasting impact of this period on his legacy.

---

Who Was Roald Dahl?

Early Life and Background

Roald Dahl was born on September 13, 1916, in Llandaff, Cardiff, Wales. His childhood was
marked by a mixture of adventure and hardship, experiences that would later influence his
writing. Dahl attended Repton School, where he developed his love for storytelling and
mischief.

Entry into Writing and Early Works

Dahl's initial foray into writing was through short stories and scripts, but he gained
widespread recognition with his children's books, including classics like Matilda, The BFG,
and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

---

The Turning Point: Going Solo

What Does "Going Solo" Mean in Roald Dahl's Context?

The phrase going solo Roald Dahl generally refers to his experiences during and after
World War II, especially his time serving as a fighter pilot in the Royal Air Force (RAF). This
period marked a significant transformation in his life—moving from a young man with a
penchant for mischief to a seasoned war hero and a mature writer.

The Significance of Going Solo

- Military Service: Dahl's decision to serve and his subsequent experiences shaped his
worldview.
- Writing During and After the War: His wartime experiences inspired some of his most
notable works.
- Personal Growth: Going solo symbolized independence and resilience, themes that
permeate his stories.

---



Roald Dahl’s Wartime Experiences

Joining the Royal Air Force

Roald Dahl enlisted in the RAF in 1939 at the outbreak of World War II. His role as a fighter
pilot took him across various theaters of war, and he flew numerous missions, showcasing
remarkable bravery.

Notable Incidents and Achievements

- Ditching in the Atlantic: Dahl survived a crash-landing in the Atlantic Ocean.
- Shot Down Over Libya: He was shot down over the Libyan desert but survived.
- Awards: Dahl received several commendations for his courage and service.

Impact of War on Dahl’s Writing

His wartime experiences directly influenced his writing style and themes, adding depth and
authenticity to his later works. Books like Going Solo reflect his adventures and the realities
of war, providing readers with a firsthand account of his journeys.

---

Roald Dahl’s Autobiography: Going Solo

Overview of Going Solo

Published in 1986, Going Solo is the second autobiography by Roald Dahl, following Boy:
Tales of Childhood. It chronicles his experiences during World War II, offering insights into
his adventures, fears, and growth.

Key Themes in Going Solo

- Adventure and Danger: Descriptions of his wartime missions and encounters.
- Resilience and Courage: Overcoming adversity in life-threatening situations.
- Reflection: Dahl’s insights into his personal development during this tumultuous period.

Why Read Going Solo?

- It provides a vivid account of Dahl’s wartime experiences.
- It offers inspiration about resilience and facing challenges.
- It enriches understanding of the man behind the stories.

---

The Transition from War to Writing

Post-War Life and Career

After the war, Dahl initially struggled to find his footing in civilian life. His wartime
experiences, however, fueled his storytelling, leading to the publication of his first
children's book, The Gremlins, in 1943.



How Going Solo Influenced His Literary Style

- Realism and Adventure: His war stories brought a new level of realism.
- Humor and Satire: Dahl’s experiences often infused his stories with dark humor.
- Empathy and Human Nature: His time in war deepened his understanding of human
resilience and frailty.

---

Key Works from the Going Solo Era

Notable Books Inspired by War and Adventure

1. Going Solo (Autobiography): His personal account of wartime adventures.
2. The Vicar of Nibbleswicke: A humorous story with underlying themes of understanding
and kindness.
3. Short Stories Collection: Including tales with darker themes, showcasing his matured
style.

Impact of These Works

- They broadened Dahl’s audience beyond children.
- They demonstrated his versatility as a writer.
- They reflected his real-life experiences and perspectives.

---

The Legacy of Roald Dahl’s Going Solo Period

Influence on Literature

Dahl’s wartime stories and autobiographical works have inspired countless writers and
readers, emphasizing themes of bravery, adventure, and resilience.

Cultural Impact

His stories from the going solo period have been adapted into films, plays, and radio
dramas, cementing his status as a literary icon.

Lessons from Roald Dahl’s Going Solo Years

- Courage in Adversity: Dahl’s experiences teach the importance of resilience.
- The Power of Storytelling: Using personal history to craft compelling narratives.
- Embracing Change: Transitioning from mischief-maker to war hero and then to a beloved
author.

---

How to Explore Roald Dahl’s Going Solo Works Today

Reading Recommendations



- Start with Going Solo for an autobiographical insight.
- Explore his war-themed stories for adventure and realism.
- Pair his autobiographies with his children's books to understand his full creative spectrum.

Visiting Roald Dahl Museums and Exhibitions

- The Roald Dahl Museum and Story Centre (Great Missenden): Offers exhibits on his life,
including his wartime experiences.
- Special Events: Workshops and talks about his going solo period and its influence.

Engaging with Adaptations

- Films like The Great Mouse Detective and The BFG draw inspiration from his writings.
- Stage productions often focus on his adventurous and wartime stories.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Spirit of Going Solo Roald Dahl

Roald Dahl’s journey during his "going solo" years is a testament to resilience, adventure,
and self-discovery. His wartime experiences not only shaped his worldview but also
enriched his storytelling, allowing him to craft stories that continue to captivate
generations. Whether through his autobiography Going Solo or his thrilling adventure
stories, Dahl’s legacy as a brave, inventive, and deeply human writer endures. Exploring
this period offers valuable insights into the man behind the magic and reminds us of the
transformative power of facing life’s challenges head-on.

---

Final Thoughts

Roald Dahl’s going solo Roald Dahl period is a vital chapter in understanding his
development as a writer and individual. It highlights how personal experiences, especially
those marked by danger and resilience, can inspire profound creativity. For fans and new
readers alike, delving into this phase of Dahl’s life provides a richer appreciation of his
works and the enduring themes of adventure, courage, and imagination that define his
legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Roald Dahl's 'Going Solo'?
'Going Solo' is a memoir that details Roald Dahl's experiences as a young man during World
War II, focusing on themes of adventure, bravery, and personal growth.

How does 'Going Solo' differ from Roald Dahl's other



works?
'Going Solo' is a autobiographical account, offering a real-life perspective on Dahl's wartime
experiences, whereas his other books are fictional stories and children's literature.

What are some notable experiences Roald Dahl shares
in 'Going Solo'?
Dahl discusses his time as a fighter pilot in the Royal Air Force, his combat missions, and
the challenges he faced during his military service in North Africa and the Middle East.

Why is 'Going Solo' considered an important part of
Roald Dahl's literary legacy?
'Going Solo' provides insight into Dahl's life beyond his stories, showcasing his courage and
resilience, and enriches understanding of his inspiration and character development.

Is 'Going Solo' suitable for young readers or only
adults?
'Going Solo' is primarily aimed at adult readers due to its mature themes and detailed
recounting of war experiences, though older teens interested in history and memoirs may
also find it engaging.

Additional Resources
Going solo Roald Dahl has become a compelling phrase in the worlds of literature, film,
and cultural critique, prompting discussions about the nature of creative independence, the
evolution of a writer’s voice, and the complex legacy of one of the most beloved storytellers
of the 20th century. Roald Dahl, renowned for his whimsical children’s books as well as his
darker adult tales, epitomizes the concept of an author who carved his own
path—sometimes controversial, always distinct. This article explores the multifaceted idea
of “going solo” in relation to Dahl, examining his life, literary style, the critical debates
surrounding his work, and his enduring influence in contemporary culture.

---

Roald Dahl’s Life and Career: A Foundation for
Solo Creativity

Early Life and Personal Influences
Roald Dahl’s journey from a young boy in Wales to a literary giant was shaped by a series
of personal experiences that fueled his distinctive voice. Born in 1916 in Cardiff, Wales, to



Norwegian parents, Dahl’s childhood was marked by both privilege and tragedy. His
father’s death when he was just three years old and his upbringing in a boarding school
environment contributed to a worldview that balanced innocence with a darker
undercurrent.

Dahl’s wartime service as a fighter pilot during World War II exposed him to the chaos and
danger of conflict, further influencing his storytelling tone. His personal resilience and
penchant for storytelling as a coping mechanism became hallmarks of his later works.

Transition to Writing and Independent Style
Initially working as a spy and diplomat, Dahl’s shift to writing was driven by necessity and
passion. His early works included short stories, often infused with humor, irony, and
macabre elements—traits that would become hallmarks of his style. Dahl’s decision to
pursue his own creative vision, unfettered by literary trends or commercial pressures,
exemplifies the essence of “going solo.”

He rejected conventional storytelling norms, favoring dark humor and subversion of
expectations, which set him apart from many of his contemporaries. His independence in
style and thematic daring established his reputation as a writer who was unafraid to
challenge norms and explore taboo subjects.

---

The Literary Style of Roald Dahl: A Solo Voice

Distinctive Narrative Voice
One of Dahl’s most notable achievements was his ability to craft stories with a unique
narrative voice—playful yet sinister, humorous yet unsettling. His use of colloquial language
and rhythmic storytelling appealed to children but often carried layers of meaning
accessible to adult readers.

For example, in classics like The BFG or Matilda, Dahl’s tone balances whimsy with darker
undertones, reflecting his willingness to confront complex themes such as justice, cruelty,
and resilience. This distinctive voice is a testament to his independence; he developed a
literary style that was uniquely his own, resisting attempts to categorize his work within any
single genre.

Characterization and Moral Complexity
Dahl’s characters often embody moral ambiguity—villains with human flaws, children with
agency, and adults who are either corrupt or inept. This nuanced characterization allowed
Dahl to explore themes of empowerment, justice, and revenge.

His stories frequently challenge authority figures and celebrate individual ingenuity. This



thematic independence from conventional moral lessons exemplifies his “going solo,” as he
crafted narratives that reflected his personal worldview rather than conforming to societal
expectations of children’s literature or adult fiction.

Use of Dark Humor and Macabre Elements
A defining feature of Dahl’s work is his mastery of dark humor. From the grotesque
descriptions of the Twits to the sinister plots of The Witches, Dahl’s stories often embrace
macabre elements that elevate them from simple fairy tales to complex moral tales.

This penchant for the macabre underscores his independent approach—he was unafraid to
push boundaries and incorporate elements that might be deemed inappropriate or taboo in
traditional storytelling. His willingness to confront darkness head-on contributed
significantly to his reputation as a writer who “went solo” in creative expression.

---

Critical and Cultural Reception of Roald Dahl’s
Work

Initial Popularity and Enduring Legacy
Roald Dahl’s books have sold over 250 million copies worldwide, inspiring generations of
readers. His ability to blend humor, darkness, and moral lessons created stories that
resonate across ages and cultures. His influence extended beyond literature into film,
theater, and popular culture, cementing his status as a literary icon.

Critics have often praised his originality, noting that Dahl’s work defies easy categorization.
His “going solo” approach resulted in stories that are both accessible and layered, allowing
for diverse interpretations and adaptations.

Controversies and Criticisms
Despite his popularity, Dahl’s work has not been without controversy. Critics have pointed
out instances of perceived racism, sexism, and harsh language in some of his stories,
particularly in the context of modern sensibilities.

In recent years, debates have emerged over whether Dahl’s works should be edited or
contextualized differently to address these issues. Some argue that his unapologetic style
and willingness to tackle uncomfortable topics are a reflection of his authentic voice—an
embodiment of “going solo”—while others see these elements as problematic.



The Debate Over Artistic Independence
The discussions surrounding Dahl’s work often mirror broader debates about artistic
independence versus social responsibility. His unapologetic tone exemplifies a writer who
prioritized personal vision over conforming to societal expectations. This “solo” stance has
become both a badge of honor and a source of critique.

In contemporary reassessments, there is recognition that Dahl’s individuality shaped his
legacy but also that some content warrants reflection and contextualization. This ongoing
dialogue highlights the complex nature of “going solo” in art—embracing independence
while navigating societal shifts.

---

Roald Dahl’s Enduring Influence and the Future of
His Solo Legacy

Impact on Literature and Popular Culture
Dahl’s influence is evident in countless authors, filmmakers, and creators who cite his
inventive storytelling and fearless approach as inspirations. His works have been adapted
into iconic films like Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory, stage productions, and animated
features, demonstrating the versatility and lasting appeal of his “solo” storytelling style.

His influence extends into educational contexts, where his stories are used to teach
literacy, creativity, and critical thinking. The enduring popularity of his books underscores
the importance of individual artistic vision in shaping cultural landscapes.

Preserving and Reinterpreting His Work
As conversations about his legacy continue, publishers, educators, and cultural institutions
grapple with how best to honor Dahl’s contributions while acknowledging the critiques of
his work. Some advocate for maintaining his original texts, emphasizing their literary and
artistic importance, while others support adaptations that address contemporary values.

The future of Dahl’s solo legacy may involve a balance—preserving the integrity of his
distinctive voice while fostering critical engagement. This nuanced approach would
exemplify the true spirit of “going solo”: independent, authentic, and reflective.

Lessons from Roald Dahl’s Solo Journey
Ultimately, Dahl’s life and work serve as a testament to the power of artistic independence.
His willingness to forge his own path—embracing darkness, humor, and moral
complexity—has inspired countless creators to pursue their authentic voices.

His journey underscores that “going solo” is not merely about individualism but about



courage, innovation, and staying true to one’s vision, even when it challenges norms. As
such, Roald Dahl’s legacy continues to be a beacon for writers and artists committed to
authentic storytelling.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Going
Solo Roald Dahl

Roald Dahl’s career exemplifies the profound impact of “going solo”—of forging a unique
artistic identity that defies convention and invites both admiration and critique. His
distinctive narrative voice, dark humor, and moral complexity have made his work timeless,
resonating across generations and cultures. While debates about the social implications of
his stories persist, they also highlight the importance of recognizing artistic independence
as a vital element of creative expression.

Dahl’s legacy reminds us that true originality often involves embracing the unconventional
and daring to tell stories that challenge, entertain, and provoke thought. As society
continues to evolve, the story of “going solo” remains a compelling narrative—one that
celebrates individuality, resilience, and the enduring power of authentic voice in
storytelling.

Going Solo Roald Dahl

  going solo roald dahl: Going Solo Roald Dahl, 2009-01-22 From the bestselling author Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory and The BFG comes an autobiographical account of his exploits as a
World War II pilot! Superb stories, daring deeds, fantastic adventures! Learn all about Roald Dahl's
encounters with the enemy, his worldwide travels, the life-threatening injuries he sustained in a
plane accident, and the rest of his sometimes bizarre, often unnerving, and always colorful
adventures. Told with the same irresistible appeal that has made Roald Dahl one of the world's
best-loved writers, Going Solo brings you directly into the action and into the mind of this
fascinating man.
  going solo roald dahl: Boy and Going Solo Roald Dahl, 2016-09-13 Boy and Going Solo is the
whole of Roald Dahl's extraordinary autobiography in one volume. Roald Dahl wasn't always a
writer. Once he was just a schoolboy. Have you ever wondered what he was like growing up? In BOY
you'll find out why he and his friends took revenge on the beastly Mrs Pratchett who ran the sweet
shop. He remembers what it was like taste-testing chocolate for Cadbury's and he even reveals how
his nose was nearly sliced off. Then in GOING SOLO you'll read stories of whizzing through the air in
a Tiger Moth Plane, encounters with hungry lions, and the terrible crash that led him to storytelling.
Roald Dahl tells his story in his own words - and it's all TRUE. And now you can listen to all of Roald
Dahl's novels for children on Roald Dahl Audiobooks read by some very famous voices, including
Kate Winslet, David Walliams and Steven Fry - plus there are added squelchy soundeffects from
Pinewood Studios! Also look out for new Roald Dahl apps in the App store and Google Play- including
the disgusting TWIT OR MISS! and HOUSE OF TWITS inspired by the revolting Twits.
  going solo roald dahl: Going Solo Roald Dahl, 2009-01-22 From the bestselling author Charlie
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and the Chocolate Factory and The BFG comes an autobiographical account of his exploits as a
World War II pilot! Superb stories, daring deeds, fantastic adventures! Learn all about Roald Dahl's
encounters with the enemy, his worldwide travels, the life-threatening injuries he sustained in a
plane accident, and the rest of his sometimes bizarre, often unnerving, and always colorful
adventures. Told with the same irresistible appeal that has made Roald Dahl one of the world's
best-loved writers, Going Solo brings you directly into the action and into the mind of this
fascinating man.
  going solo roald dahl: Going Solo Roald Dahl, 2024-01-30 The second part of Roald Dahl's
remarkable life story, following on from Boy. When he grew up, Roald Dahl left England for Africa -
and a series of dangerous adventures began. From tales of plane crashes to surviving snake bites,
this is Roald Dahl's extraordinary life before becoming the world's number one storyteller.
  going solo roald dahl: Roald Dahl Roald Dahl, 2008
  going solo roald dahl: Going Solo Roald Dahl, 1988-01 As a young man working in East Africa
for the Shell Company, Roald Dahl recounts his adventures living in the jungle and later flying a
fighter plane in World War II.
  going solo roald dahl: Boy & Going Solo Roald Dahl, 1992
  going solo roald dahl: Going Solo with Roald Dahl Jeannine Huenemann, 2011 Roald Dahl does
not easily fit into a category as a writer, contributing fiction and nonfiction to both children and
adult audiences. Faced with this ambiguity, the literary community has mostly ignored his
contributions since he is mainly viewed as a children's author. Late in life, Dahl created two
autobiographies, Boy: Tales of Childhood (1984), and Going Solo (1986), as venues for sharing his
many embellished, personal stories. This thesis focuses on Going Solo, the second of these two books
which explores Dahl's three-year departure from England, including his enlistment in the Royal Air
Force during World War II. During this same time period, he wrote 126 personal letters and
telegrams to his family. He had experienced much change in his life during the nearly fifty-year gap
from when the letters were written to when he crafted Going Solo for a more general audience. By
comparing this personal correspondence to Going Solo, it is possible to see how memory and
self-selection permitted the author to craft a personal narrative interested as much in reconstructing
his public persona as recounting true events from his past. This thesis asserts that Dahl does not rely
exclusively on his letters when reconstructing the narrative and instead inserts himself into a larger
historical narrative. Dahl used Going Solo to point to the locations where his personal narrative
collides with history and emotions. This is particularly true in the last half of the book where he
comes to rely on historical touchstones. It is full of places and people which evoke memories and
strong feelings for him. Dahl also relied on techniques and motifs found in folktales, features that
make his work of particular interest to folklorists. The final chapter offers an examination of these
techniques used in The BFG, Dahl's most autobiographical work of children's literature, written only
four years prior to Going Solo. By paying closer attention to his methodology, we gain a clearer
understanding of how folklore functions in the development of literary personal narrative.
  going solo roald dahl: Boy and Going Solo Roald Dahl, 2017-02 These two adaptations,
based on Roald Dahl's real-life tales of his of his boyhood and youthful overseas adventures,
celebrate his remarkable life.
  going solo roald dahl: Going Solo [by] Roald Dahl Roald Dahl, 1990
  going solo roald dahl: Boy Roald Dahl, 2001 Roald Dahl's life was as bizarre, frightening,
exciting and funny as the stories he wrote. Now you can read the whole of his extraordinary
autobiography in one volume.
  going solo roald dahl: Roald Dahl Matthew Dennison, 2023-01-03 A New York Times Book
Review Editors’ Choice From one of our finest literary biographers comes a brilliant biography of
Roald Dahl: the much-loved author and creator of countless iconic literary characters. Roald Dahl
was one of the world's greatest storytellers. He conceived his vocation as as that of any fearless
explorer and, in his writing for children, he was able to tap into a child's viewpoint throughout his
life. He crafted tales that were exotic in scenario, frequently invested with a moral, and filled with



vibrant characters that endure in public imagination to the present day. In this brand-new
biography, Matthew Dennison re-evaluates the traditional narrative surrounding Dahl—that of
school sporting hero, daredevil pilot, and wartime spy-turned-author—and examines surviving
primary resources as well as Dahl's extensive literary output to tell the story of a man who identified
as a rule-breaker, an iconoclast, and a romantic—both insider and outsider, war hero and child's
friend.
  going solo roald dahl: Going Solo, Roald Dahl Linda Flynn, Sally West, 1989
  going solo roald dahl: Roald Dahl Damian Walford Davies, 2016-08-15 Published to mark the
centenary of Roald Dahl’s (Welsh) birth, Roald Dahl: Wales of the Unexpected breaks new ground by
revealing the place of Wales in the imagination of the writer known as ‘the world’s number one
storyteller’. Exploring the complex conditioning presence of Wales in his life and work, the essays in
this collection dramatically defamiliarise Dahl and in the process render him uncanny. Importantly,
Dahl is encountered whole – his books for children and his fiction for adults are read as mutually
invigorating bodies of work, both of which evidence the ways in which Wales, and the author’s
Anglo-Welsh orientation, demand articulation throughout the career. Recognising the impossibility
of constructing a monolithic ‘Welsh’ Dahl, the contributors explore the compound and nuanced ways
in which Wales signifies across the oeuvre. Roald Dahl: Wales of the Unexpected takes Dahl studies
into new territory in terms of both subject and method, showing the new horizons that open up when
Dahl is read through a Welsh lens. Locating Dahl in illuminating new textual networks, resourcefully
offering fresh angles of entry into classic Dahl texts, rehabilitating neglected Dahl texts, and
analysing the layered genesis of (seemingly) familiar works by excavating the manuscripts, this
innovative volume brings Dahl ‘home’ in order to render him invigoratingly unhomely. The result is
not a parochialisation of Dahl, but rather a new internationalisation.
  going solo roald dahl: Boy Roald Dahl, 1992 From his high-spirited childhood in Norway and
Wales to his michievous battles against authority and his cruel experiences at an English public
school, Boy is the enchanting, funny and sometimes painful account of Roald Dahl's early life.
Continuing his story where Boy left off, Going Solo recounts his hair-raising adventures in East
Africa as the employee of an oil company and later, with the outbreak of war, as a daring and
courageous RAF fighter pilot in the Western Desert, Greece and the Middle East.
  going solo roald dahl: ROALD DAHL NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-06-13 If you need a free
PDF practice set of this book for your studies, feel free to reach out to me at cbsenet4u@gmail.com,
and I'll send you a copy! THE ROALD DAHL MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A
VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF
VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR
ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO
ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY
ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE ROALD DAHL MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR ROALD DAHL
KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL
ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE,
MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE
EFFECTIVELY.
  going solo roald dahl: Storyteller Donald Sturrock, 2011-09-13 Originally published in
hardcover in 2010.
  going solo roald dahl: Going Solo Roald Dahl, 2018-05-17 In 1918, the RAF was established
as the world's first independent air force. To mark the 100th anniversary of its creation, Penguin are
publishing the Centenary Collection, a series of six classic books highlighting the skill, heroism
esprit de corps that have characterised the Royal Air Force throughout its first century. 'They didn't
think for one moment that they would find anything but a burnt-out fuselage and a charred skeleton;
and they were apparently astounded when they came upon my still-breathing body, lying in the sand



near by.' In 1938 Roald Dahl was fresh out of school and bound for his first job in Africa, hoping to
find adventure far from home. However, he got far more excitement than he bargained for when the
outbreak of the Second World War led him to join the RAF. His account of his experiences in Africa,
crashing a plane in the Western Desert, rescue and recovery from his horrific injuries in Alexandria,
and many other daring deeds, recreates a world as bizarre and unnerving as any he wrote about in
his fiction.
  going solo roald dahl: Love from Boy Donald Sturrock, 2016-09-06 From the author of The
BFG, Matilda, James and the Giant Peach, Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, and many more
beloved classics—a whimsical, witty, and revealing collection of the legendary children’s author and
writer Roald Dahl's letters written to his mother, from early childhood through Dahl’s travels to
Africa, his career in the Royal Air Force, his work in post-war Washington, D.C., and Hollywood, and
the books that made him a literary star. Roald Dahl penned his first letter to his mother, Sofie
Magdalene, when he was just nine years old. The origins of a brilliantly funny, subversive, creative
mind were evident in boarding school, and as he entered adulthood, his penchant for storytelling
emerged in his missives home from Africa, where he was stationed by Shell Oil, and then the desert
camps of the Royal Air Force. His skills were sharpened after a plane crash in Egypt landed him in
Washington, D.C., where his cheery letters home were cover for his work in the British Secret
Service, along with gossipy updates on his spontaneous rise in Hollywood and his budding New York
literary career. His mother was, in many ways, Dahl’s first reader, and without her correspondence
he might never have become a writer. Sofie Magdalene kept every letter her son wrote to her (sadly,
her own side of the correspondence did not survive). It was she who encouraged him to tell stories
and nourished his desire to fabricate, exaggerate, and entertain. In these letters, Dahl began
practicing his craft, developing the dark sense of humor and fantastical imagination that would later
produce his timeless tales. The author of James and the Giant Peach, Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory, Matilda, and The BFG, Dahl is known by millions the world over today. But, writing candidly
to the person who knew him best, Dahl was as singular a character as any he created on paper.
Assembled by Dahl’s authorized biographer Donald Sturrock, Love from Boy is a remarkable
collection of never-before-published writing that spans four decades and chronicles the remarkable,
unpredictable life of its author. While Dahl’s books remain bestselling favorites for all ages, Love
from Boy provides an unprecedented glimpse of the author through his own eyes—a life punctuated
by tragedy, creative stagnation, unexpected fame, and fantastic adventure.
  going solo roald dahl: Girl Online: Going Solo Zoe Sugg, 2016-11-22 Originally published:
London: Penguin Books, 2016.
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