
dave alvin and the chipmunks
Dave Alvin and the Chipmunks is a name that resonates deeply with fans of animated
music and beloved family entertainment. This iconic franchise, originating in the late
1950s, has captured the hearts of audiences worldwide with its charming characters,
catchy tunes, and humorous adventures. At the core of this franchise is Dave Alvin, the
well-meaning and often exasperated human caretaker of the three chipmunks—Alvin,
Simon, and Theodore. Over the decades, the series has evolved from a simple novelty
record into a multi-platform entertainment phenomenon, including animated TV shows,
movies, merchandise, and more. In this article, we will explore the history, characters,
cultural impact, and ongoing legacy of Dave Alvin and the Chipmunks, providing a
comprehensive look at this enduring franchise.

The Origins of Dave Alvin and the Chipmunks

How It All Began
The story of Dave Alvin and the Chipmunks begins in 1958 with the creation of the
characters by Ross Bagdasarian Sr., a singer-songwriter and record producer. Originally,
Ross performed the characters himself under the stage name David Seville, using sped-up
vocal recordings to create the distinctive chipmunk voices. The debut song, "Witch
Doctor," became a massive hit, setting the stage for a new musical and entertainment
phenomenon.

Soon after, Bagdasarian introduced the Chipmunks—Alvin, Simon, and Theodore—as
characters in a novelty record series. The first full-length album, "The Chipmunk Song,"
released in 1958, featured the hit holiday track "Christmas Don't Be Late," which remains
a classic to this day. The song's popularity cemented the franchise's place in pop culture
and led to the debut of animated appearances and television shows.

Transition to Animation and TV Shows
In the early 1960s, the Chipmunks transitioned from purely musical acts to animated
characters, starring in their own television series. The original "The Alvin Show" aired
from 1961 to 1962, introducing audiences to the mischievous and lovable chipmunks and
their human guardian, Dave Seville. The show's success helped establish the characters as
household names, leading to numerous subsequent adaptations, movies, and merchandise.

Characters and Their Personalities



Dave Seville
At the heart of the franchise is Dave Seville, the earnest and often frazzled human who
serves as the chipmunks’ guardian, manager, and friend. He is depicted as a caring but
sometimes overwhelmed father figure, striving to keep his mischievous charges out of
trouble while nurturing their musical talents. Dave’s character embodies patience, humor,
and a deep love for the chipmunks, making him a relatable and endearing figure.

The Chipmunks
The three main chipmunks each have distinct personalities that contribute to the
franchise’s humor and appeal:

Alvin: The mischievous, confident, and somewhat rebellious leader of the group.
Known for his red cap and bold attitude, Alvin often sparks chaos but also drives the
group's creative energy.

Simon: The intellectual and often cautious member. Recognizable by his large
glasses and calm demeanor, Simon is the voice of reason among the trio.

Theodore: The sweet, innocent, and food-loving chipmunk. Theodore is
characterized by his gentle nature and love for comfort and snacks.

Supporting Characters
Beyond the main trio, the franchise features a colorful cast of supporting characters,
including:

Miss Beatrice Miller: Dave’s love interest and a recurring character in later
adaptations.

Other Family and Friends: Various humans and animals that add depth to the
stories.

Villains and Antagonists: Characters that challenge the chipmunks and Dave,
providing conflict and humor.

The Evolution of the Franchise



From Records to Movies
The Chipmunks' journey from a novelty record to a multimedia franchise has been marked
by innovation and reinvention. After their initial success in the 1950s and 1960s, the
franchise experienced a renaissance with the release of animated television series in the
1980s and 1990s, such as "Alvin and the Chipmunks" (1983) and "The Chipmunks" (2015).
These series introduced new generations to the characters and refreshed their stories.

In 2007, the franchise reached a new peak with the release of "Alvin and the Chipmunks,"
a live-action/CGI hybrid film. The movie was a commercial success, spawning sequels and
solidifying the franchise's relevance in modern pop culture. The movies featured updated
character designs, contemporary music, and new storylines while maintaining the core
charm of the original characters.

Music and Cultural Influence
Music has always been a central element of the Chipmunks franchise. The characters are
known for their high-pitched voices and catchy tunes, which have topped charts and
become holiday staples. The franchise's music often features a blend of pop, rock, and
holiday songs, appealing to audiences of all ages.

Culturally, the Chipmunks have influenced countless parodies, references, and adaptations
over the years. They are often used as a symbol of playful innocence and musical fun, with
their catchphrases and songs embedded in popular culture.

Impact and Legacy

Family Entertainment and Nostalgia
One of the reasons the franchise has endured for over six decades is its appeal to multiple
generations. Parents who grew up with the original records and TV shows now introduce
their children to the animated movies and merchandise, creating a shared family
experience rooted in nostalgia and timeless humor.

Merchandising and Branding
The Chipmunks franchise has generated substantial revenue through merchandise such as
toys, clothing, video games, and home media. Their recognizable characters and catchy
songs make them ideal for branding and marketing campaigns worldwide.

Influence on Other Media
The franchise’s success has paved the way for numerous adaptations and inspired other
animated musical acts. Its innovative use of high-pitched vocals and humorous storytelling
has influenced other entertainment properties aimed at children and families.



Ongoing and Future Projects

New Movies and Series
The franchise continues to evolve with upcoming movies and animated series. Fans can
expect new storylines, musical numbers, and character developments that keep the
franchise fresh and engaging.

Digital and Social Media Presence
In the digital age, the Chipmunks have expanded their reach through social media
platforms, YouTube channels, and streaming services. These outlets offer new content,
behind-the-scenes looks, and interactive experiences for fans worldwide.

Special Events and Collaborations
The franchise also collaborates with other brands and artists for special events, holiday
specials, and charity initiatives, ensuring that the spirit of Dave Alvin and the Chipmunks
remains alive and relevant.

Conclusion
Dave Alvin and the Chipmunks stands as a testament to the enduring power of family-
friendly entertainment that combines music, humor, and memorable characters. From
their humble beginnings as a novelty record to their current status as multimedia icons,
the franchise continues to bring joy to audiences of all ages. Whether through nostalgic
memories or new adventures, the Chipmunks’ charm and timeless appeal ensure they
remain a beloved part of popular culture for generations to come. As they continue to
adapt to new media and trends, one thing remains certain: the playful spirit of Dave Alvin
and his chipmunks will keep entertaining fans around the world for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the main members of Dave Alvin and the
Chipmunks?
The main members are the three chipmunks—Alvin, Simon, and Theodore—along with
their human manager Dave Seville, who is often portrayed as their guardian and mentor.

What genre of music do Dave Alvin and the Chipmunks



typically perform?
They are known for performing a variety of genres including pop, rock, and children's
music, often featuring catchy, upbeat tunes suitable for all ages.

Are there any recent movies or TV shows featuring Dave
Alvin and the Chipmunks?
Yes, the franchise has continued with new movies and animated series, such as 'Alvin and
the Chipmunks: The Squeakquel' and recent CGI-animated series that keep the characters
popular among new generations.

What is the history behind the creation of the
Chipmunks characters?
The Chipmunks were created by Ross Bagdasarian Sr. in 1958, originally as a novelty act
using sped-up vocals, which led to a popular music career and the subsequent franchise
including movies and TV shows.

How has the portrayal of Dave Alvin and the Chipmunks
evolved over the years?
Originally depicted as a simple comedic duo, the characters have evolved into a
multimedia franchise with more sophisticated animation, storylines, and musical
performances appealing to both children and nostalgic adults.

What is the cultural significance of Dave Alvin and the
Chipmunks?
The franchise is considered a classic in children's entertainment, influencing pop culture
through its catchy music, memorable characters, and its role in blending comedy with
musical performance across multiple decades.

Additional Resources
Dave Alvin and the Chipmunks: An Investigative Deep Dive into the Origins, Evolution, and
Cultural Impact of a Musical Phenomenon

The phrase Dave Alvin and the Chipmunks immediately conjures a mixture of curiosity and
nostalgia. While many are familiar with the iconic animated characters known for their
high-pitched voices and catchy songs, the phrase also hints at a lesser-known, complex
history involving musical innovation, cultural influence, and entertainment evolution. This
article aims to thoroughly explore the origins, development, and cultural significance of
the Chipmunks, as well as the mysterious and sometimes misunderstood contributions of
Dave Alvin—an artist whose name has occasionally been associated with or confused by
fans and critics alike.



---

Origins of The Chipmunks: From Humble
Beginnings to Phenomenon

The Birth of Alvin, Simon, and Theodore

The story of the Chipmunks begins in the early 1950s with the creative minds of Ross
Bagdasarian Sr., a singer-songwriter and record producer. Inspired by the novelty records
of the era, Bagdasarian sought to create a new kind of musical act—one that would
combine humor, novelty, and technological innovation.

In 1958, Bagdasarian recorded "Witch Doctor," a novelty song featuring sped-up vocals
that created a chipmunk-like effect. The song was an immediate hit, reaching number one
on the Billboard Hot 100 charts. This success established the potential for animated voices
and introduced the world to the concept of high-pitched, sped-up vocals.

Building on this success, Bagdasarian developed a fictional group of singing chipmunks:
Alvin, Simon, and Theodore. Each character was given distinct personalities, which
contributed to the group's enduring appeal:

- Alvin: The mischievous, energetic leader.
- Simon: The intellectual, often the voice of reason.
- Theodore: The sweet, innocent member with a love for food.

The Creation of the Characters and Their Voice
Technique

The voices of the Chipmunks were achieved through a meticulous process. Bagdasarian
recorded the vocals at a slower speed and then sped up the tape during playback, creating
the signature high-pitched sound. This technique, called "varispeed," became a hallmark
of the group's sound and was later adopted by various artists and producers.

The characters' personalities were carefully crafted to appeal to both children and adults,
blending humor, wit, and a touch of satire. The initial releases were aimed at novelty
record buyers, but they quickly gained popularity among a broad audience.

---

The Evolution of the Chipmunks: From Records to



Media Empire

The Transition to Television and Film

Following the success of their records, the Chipmunks transitioned into television. The
first animated appearance was in 1961, with the debut of "The Alvin Show" on NBC. The
show featured musical performances, comedic sketches, and introduced the characters to
a wider audience.

The television series cemented the group's popularity, leading to:

- Several animated series over the decades.
- The production of feature films, starting with "The Chipmunks Meet the Wolfman"
(1972).
- The creation of a merchandising empire, including toys, comics, and clothing.

In the 1980s, the franchise experienced a renaissance with "The Chipmunks" animated
series, which reintroduced the characters to new generations and integrated
contemporary music styles.

The Music Industry and Chart Success

The Chipmunks' musical releases were not only novelty hits but also included full albums
featuring covers of popular songs, original compositions, and themed collections. Notable
milestones include:

- The album "The Chipmunks Sing the Beatles Song" (1964).
- The hit single "The Chipmunk Song (Christmas Don't Be Late)," which remains a holiday
classic.
- Multiple chart-topping albums and singles throughout the 1960s and beyond.

Their ability to adapt to changing musical landscapes—incorporating rock, pop, and later,
hip-hop elements—helped sustain their relevance.

---

Understanding the Confusion: Is Dave Alvin
Associated with the Chipmunks?

The Name Dave Alvin: A Different Musical Persona



Amid the extensive history of the Chipmunks, some confusion has arisen around the name
"Dave Alvin." Notably, Dave Alvin is a renowned American guitarist and singer-songwriter,
best known for his work with the band The Blasters and his solo career. There is no direct
connection between Dave Alvin and the creation or production of the Chipmunks.

However, the similarity in names has led to occasional misunderstandings among casual
fans or those unfamiliar with the history. It’s important to clarify that:

- Dave Alvin (musician): Born in 1955, associated with roots rock and Americana genres.
- The Chipmunks: Created by Ross Bagdasarian Sr., with subsequent adaptations by
various producers and animators.

The Role of Producers and Creators in the Chipmunks
Franchise

The core creative force behind the Chipmunks has been Ross Bagdasarian Sr., followed by
his son Ross Bagdasarian Jr., who continued the franchise after his father's death in 1972.
Other key contributors include:

- Ross Bagdasarian Sr.: Original creator, producer, and voice artist.
- Ross Bagdasarian Jr.: Continued the franchise, voiced the characters, and oversaw new
productions.
- Music producers and animators: Responsible for recordings, animations, and media
adaptations.

There is no credible evidence linking Dave Alvin, the guitarist, to the franchise's
development or production.

---

Cultural Impact and Critical Reception

The Chipmunks as Cultural Icons

From their inception, the Chipmunks became more than just novelty records—they
became cultural icons representing a blend of humor, technological innovation, and child-
friendly entertainment. Their influence can be seen in:

- The continued popularity of musical novelty acts.
- The evolution of voice manipulation technology.
- The integration of animated characters into mainstream media and commerce.

Their songs have been covered, parodied, and remixed across generations, highlighting
their staying power.



Critical Perspectives and Controversies

Despite their popularity, the Chipmunks have faced criticism from some critics and purists
who argue that:

- The high-pitched vocals lack authenticity.
- The franchise relies heavily on commercialization.
- The characterizations can be stereotypical or simplistic.

Nevertheless, their fans appreciate the humor, nostalgia, and musical innovation they
embody.

---

Conclusion: The Lasting Legacy of the Chipmunks

The story of Dave Alvin and the Chipmunks encapsulates a fascinating evolution from a
simple novelty song to a multimedia empire. While the name Dave Alvin is unrelated to the
franchise’s origins, understanding the history of the Chipmunks reveals a remarkable
intersection of technological innovation, creative storytelling, and cultural adaptation.

Their enduring popularity underscores the importance of innovation in
entertainment—showcasing how a simple idea, such as sped-up vocals, can spawn a media
phenomenon that lasts for decades. Today, the Chipmunks remain a testament to the
enduring power of character-driven entertainment and musical innovation.

In the end, whether you’re reminiscing about holiday classics, enjoying a modern
animated feature, or simply marveling at the technical ingenuity, the Chipmunks continue
to be a significant, if quirky, part of American pop culture—well beyond any confusion tied
to similar-sounding names like Dave Alvin.

---

Key Takeaways:

- The Chipmunks originated with Ross Bagdasarian Sr. in 1958, using varispeed recording
techniques.
- They became a multimedia franchise with television shows, films, and musical releases.
- The association of Dave Alvin with the franchise is a misconception; the two are
unrelated.
- The franchise has left a lasting cultural legacy, influencing entertainment and music
technology.
- Despite criticisms, the Chipmunks remain beloved icons, especially during holiday
seasons and in nostalgic circles.

---

This comprehensive exploration underscores the importance of understanding the true



origins and cultural significance of the Chipmunks, clarifying common misconceptions,
and appreciating their place in entertainment history.

Dave Alvin And The Chipmunks

  dave alvin and the chipmunks: Focus On: 100 Most Popular RCA Records Artists Wikipedia
contributors,
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: Alvin and the Chipmunks Ross Bagdasarian, Janice Karman,
2004 One of the most recognizable and most requested Christmas songs of all time is brought to life
in this fun holiday book and CD set featuring Alvin, Simon and Theodore. Full color.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: We've Scene it All Before Brian C. Johnson, 2009-01-01 A
revolutionary tool for corporate and academic trainers, We’ve Scene It All Before harnesses the
power of mainstream Hollywood film to enhance educational sessions about diversity and social
justice. This resource manual offers practical guidance on how to effectively use the concept of
difference as a starting point towards true inclusion. Seasoned and novice trainers will appreciate
the suggested strategies and best practices on facilitating diversity dialogues, which are coupled
with a set of twenty-five definitions that introduce and raise awareness of the personal and systemic
nature of difference, discrimination, and power. Workshops on human relations and workplace
diversity must move beyond the superficial “celebration” of diversity to the dismantling of systems of
privilege and oppression that create environments where members of the organization are
disenfranchised and disempowered. Using clips from a variety of genres of mainstream film allows
the trainer to make intercultural concepts visible and offers a way for us to challenge our own values
and assumptions. Participants will enjoy the presentations more as they view some of their favorite
films in a whole new way; using this familiar medium creates a common basis for entering the
discussions all the while giving us the permission to talk about serious and often controversial
subjects. We’ve Scene It All Before: Using Film Clips in Diversity Awareness Training is a learning
tool which will be tremendously useful in reducing resistance and increasing thoughtful
cross-cultural dialogue.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: Hollywood Monsters & Creepy Things Terry Rowan,
2016-10-14 The story about Hollywood monsters, vampires, zombies, werewolfs, phantoms,
mummies, and ghouls of literture - and how they went Hollywood. Classic monsters are primarily the
creatures of lagend, touched by the supernatural or created by the madness of men who ventures
where no man should go, the good olf monsters who lurked in gloomy settings of Central European
villages, ancient castles and tombs, moulding mansions and stone laboratories filled mazes of
bewilding equipment and sounds of hummimgs of electricty, in dark nights and violent storms. From
A to Z - Hollywood Monsters inspired by Edgar Allan Poe, Bram Stoker and Mary Shelley.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: The Werewolf Filmography Bryan Senn, 2017-02-06 From
the horrific to the heroic, cinematic werewolves are metaphors for our savage nature, symbolizing
the secret, bestial side of humanity that hides beneath our civilized veneer. Examining
acknowledged classics like The Wolf Man (1941) and The Howling (1981), as well as overlooked
gems like Dog Soldiers (2011), this comprehensive filmography covers the highs and lows of the
genre. Information is provided on production, cast and filmmakers, along with critical discussion of
the tropes and underlying themes that make the werewolf a terrifying but fascinating figure.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: Encyclopedia of Television Shows, 1925 through 2010, 2d ed.
Vincent Terrace, 2014-01-10 This fully updated and expanded edition covers over 10,200 programs,
making it the most comprehensive documentation of television programs ever published. In addition
to covering the standard network and cable entertainment genres, the book also covers programs
generally not covered elsewhere in print (or even online), including Internet series, aired and

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-020/dave-alvin-and-the-chipmunks.pdf


unaired pilot films, erotic series, gay and lesbian series, risque cartoons and experimental programs
from 1925 through 1945.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: The Video Source Book David J. WEINER, 1990
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: A Horrible Experience of Unbearable Length Roger Ebert,
2022-05-24 More of the Pulitzer Prize–winning film critic's most scathing reviews. A Horrible
Experience of Unbearable Length collects more than 200 of his reviews from 2006 to 2012 in which
he gave movies two stars or fewer. Known for his fair-minded and well-written film reviews, Roger is
at his razor-sharp humorous best when skewering bad movies. Consider this opener for the one-star
Your Highness: Your Highness is a juvenile excrescence that feels like the work of 11-year-old boys
in love with dungeons, dragons, warrior women, pot, boobs, and four-letter words. That this is the
work of David Gordon Green beggars the imagination. One of its heroes wears the penis of a
minotaur on a string around his neck. I hate it when that happens. And finally, the inspiration for the
title of this book, the one-star Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen: Transformers: Revenge of the
Fallen is a horrible experience of unbearable length, briefly punctuated by three or four amusing
moments. One of these involves a doglike robot humping the leg of the heroine. If you want to save
yourself the ticket price, go into the kitchen, cue up a male choir singing the music of hell, and get a
kid to start banging pots and pans together. Then close your eyes and use your imagination. Roger
Ebert's I Hated, Hated, Hated This Movie and Your Movie Sucks, which gathered some of his most
scathing reviews, were bestsellers. This collection continues the tradition, reviewing not only movies
that were at the bottom of the barrel, but also movies that he found underneath the barrel. Movie
buffs and humor lovers alike will relish this treasury of movies so bad that you may just want to see
them for a good laugh!
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: Happy Holidays--Animated! William D. Crump, 2019-03-11
Since the early 20th century, animated Christmas cartoons have brightened the holiday season
around the world--first in theaters, then on television. From devotional portrayals of the Nativity to
Santa battling villains and monsters, this encyclopedia catalogs more than 1,800 international
Christmas-themed cartoons and others with year-end themes of Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and the New
Year. Explore beloved television specials such as A Charlie Brown Christmas, theatrical shorts such
as Santa's Workshop, holiday episodes from animated television series like American Dad! and The
Simpsons, feature films like The Nutcracker Prince and obscure productions such as The Insects'
Christmas, along with numerous adaptations and parodies of such classics as A Christmas Carol and
Twas the Night before Christmas.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: Teaching Music Improvisation with Technology Michael Fein,
2017-02-03 Incorporating technology in music classrooms can take the mystery out of improvisation.
What music technology does is establish a strong foundation for chord, scale, phrase, ear training,
and listening exercises, creating a solid backdrop for student expression. As author and educator
Mike Fein shows, technology is a valuable tool that can be used effectively to supplement student
practice time while also developing the skills necessary to become a proficient improviser. Complete
with notated exercises, accompaniment tracks, and listening resources, this book gives teachers
methods to set their students free to make mistakes and to develop their own ear for improvisation
at their own pace. Broken down into significant areas of music technology, each chapter focuses on
developing a new skill and guides readers to tangible outcomes with the assistance of hands-on
activities that can be immediately implemented into the classroom. In addition to these hands-on
activities, each chapter provides the reader with an iPad Connection to various iOS applications,
which allows teachers and students another, albeit significantly less expensive, medium through
which to learn, share, and create art. This book will appeal to music educators of students in grades
K-12. It will serve collegiate music education courses secondarily, and will also appeal to those
music educators who work with improvisation and technology.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: Media Messages Linda Holtzman, Leon Sharpe, 2014-03-15
The new edition of this widely acclaimed book reveals how the popular media contributes to
widespread myths and misunderstanding about cultural diversity. Along with updated media



examples, expanded theories and analysis, this edition explores even more deeply the coverage of
race in two chapters, discusses more broadly how men and boys are depicted in the media and
socialized, and how class issues have become even more visible during the Great Recession of the
21st century and the Occupy movements.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: The Reapers John Connolly, 2015-11-24 With an exlusive new
introduction from the author--Cover.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: Everything I Need to Know, I Learned from Cartoons! Arthur
Brown, 2010-12 Brown--actor, singer, comedian, and author--did not have parents. Instead, he was
raised by an assortment of wise-aleck bunnies, lisping ducks, one-eyed sailors, friendly ghosts,
future-men, cave-men, six-year-old robots, and mice. Throughout his childhood, these
Kartoon-Karetakers generously imparted their experience, strength, and hope, such that Brown
could stride boldly into adulthood and go on to lead a balanced and well-adjusted life. 132 pp.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: From Abba to Zoom David Mansour, 2005-06 American pop
culture aficionado Mansour offers this wide-ranging volume of Boomer and Generation X treasures.
In page after page, more than 3,000 references make this a true trip through the Boom Times.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: Television Specials Vincent Terrace, 2013-07-03 This is a
complete revision of the author's 1993 McFarland book Television Specials that not only updates
entries contained within that edition, but adds numerous programs not previously covered, including
beauty pageants, parades, awards programs, Broadway and opera adaptations, musicals produced
especially for television, holiday specials (e.g., Christmas and New Year's Eve), the early 1936-1947
experimental specials, honors specials. In short, this is a reference work to 5,336 programs--the
most complete source for television specials ever published.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: The Rocklopedia Fakebandica T. Mike Childs, 2025-06-25
Have you ever wondered what the name of the cantina band in Star Wars was? Or how many
fictional singers Elvis played? Or how many fake bands had real Top Ten hits? This hysterical, witty,
and irreverent book answers all these questions and more. Based on the popular Web site
fakebands.com, The Rocklopedia Fakebandica contains almost 1,000 entries covering such
pop-culture staples as Spinal Tap, the Monkees, the Partridge Family, the Blues Brothers, the Rutles,
Schroeder, the Chipmunks, the Brady Kids, the California Raisins, the Commitments, the Archies,
the Banana Splits, Eddie and the Cruisers, the Wonders, Phoebe Buffay, Miss Piggy, Josie and the
Pussycats, Jessica Rabbit, School of Rock, and Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band. Perfect for
pop-culture addicts, trivia buffs, and music lovers of all stripes, The Rocklopedia Fakebandica is the
consummate addition to any bookshelf, coffee table, or bathroom.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: Leonard Maltin's 2015 Movie Guide Leonard Maltin,
2014-09-02 NEARLY 16,000 ENTRIES INCLUDING 300+ NEW ENTRIES AND MORE THAN 13,000
DVD LISTINGS Summer blockbusters and independent sleepers; masterworks of Alfred Hitchcock,
Billy Wilder, and Martin Scorsese; the timeless comedy of the Marx Brothers and Buster Keaton;
animated classics from Walt Disney and Pixar; the finest foreign films ever made. This 2015 edition
covers the modern era, from 1965 to the present, while including all the great older films you can’t
afford to miss—and those you can—from box-office smashes to cult classics to forgotten gems to
forgettable bombs, listed alphabetically, and complete with all the essential information you could
ask for. NEW: • Nearly 16,000 capsule movie reviews, with 300+ new entries • More than 25,000
DVD and video listings • Up-to-date list of mail-order and online sources for buying and renting
DVDs and videos MORE: • Official motion picture code ratings from G to NC-17 • Old and new
theatrical and video releases rated **** to BOMB • Exact running times—an invaluable guide for
recording and for discovering which movies have been edited • Reviews of little-known sleepers,
foreign films, rarities, and classics • Leonard’s personal list of Must-See Movies • Date of release,
running time, director, stars, MPAA ratings, color or black and white • Concise summary, capsule
review, and four-star-to-BOMB rating system • Precise information on films shot in widescreen
format • Symbols for DVDs, videos, and laserdiscs • Completely updated index of leading actors
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: All Music Guide to Country Michael Erlewine, 1997-06



Reviews and rates the best recordings of country artists and groups, provides biographies of the
artists, and charts the evolution of country music
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: Christmas Wishes Tim Hollis, 2010 A nostalgic look at
Christmas in the mid-twentieth century.
  dave alvin and the chipmunks: Drawing the Line Tom Sito, 2006-10-06 Some of the most
beloved characters in film and television inhabit two-dimensional worlds that spring from the fertile
imaginations of talented animators. The movements, characterizations, and settings in the best
animated films are as vivid as any live action film, and sometimes seem more alive than life itself. In
this case, Hollywood’s marketing slogans are fitting; animated stories are frequently magical,
leaving memories of happy endings in young and old alike. However, the fantasy lands animators
create bear little resemblance to the conditions under which these artists work. Anonymous
animators routinely toiled in dark, cramped working environments for long hours and low pay,
especially at the emergence of the art form early in the twentieth century. In Drawing the Line,
veteran animator Tom Sito chronicles the efforts of generations of working men and women artists
who have struggled to create a stable standard of living that is as secure as the worlds their
characters inhabit. The former president of America’s largest animation union, Sito offers a unique
insider’s account of animators’ struggles with legendary studio kingpins such as Jack Warner and
Walt Disney, and their more recent battles with Michael Eisner and other Hollywood players. Based
on numerous archival documents, personal interviews, and his own experiences, Sito’s history of
animation unions is both carefully analytical and deeply personal. Drawing the Line stands as a vital
corrective to this field of Hollywood history and is an important look at the animation industry’s
past, present, and future. Like most elements of the modern commercial media system, animation is
rapidly being changed by the forces of globalization and technological innovation. Yet even as pixels
replace pencils and bytes replace paints, the working relationship between employer and employee
essentially remains the same. In Drawing the Line, Sito challenges the next wave of animators to
heed the lessons of their predecessors by organizing and acting collectively to fight against the
enormous pressures of the marketplace for their class interests—and for the betterment of their art
form.
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