
dancers at the end of time
dancers at the end of time evoke a haunting yet mesmerizing image that
captures the imagination—graceful figures moving through a world on the brink
of oblivion. This evocative phrase has inspired poets, filmmakers,
philosophers, and enthusiasts alike, beckoning us to explore the symbolic and
metaphorical significance of dancers in apocalyptic or post-apocalyptic
contexts. Whether viewed through the lens of science fiction, spiritual
allegory, or artistic expression, dancers at the end of time embody themes of
resilience, transcendence, and the eternal human spirit amid chaos and decay.
In this article, we delve into the multifaceted concept of dancers at the end
of time, examining their symbolism, cultural representations, philosophical
interpretations, and artistic expressions.

The Symbolism of Dancers at the End of Time

Dancers have long served as symbols across cultures, embodying notions of
beauty, freedom, and spiritual transcendence. When placed at the end of
time—an apocalyptic or post-apocalyptic scenario—these symbols take on new
layers of meaning, representing both despair and hope, chaos and order.

Resilience and Humanity in Motion

The dance becomes a metaphor for human resilience, illustrating how life
and spirit persist even when civilization collapses.

In the face of destruction, dancers symbolize a refusal to surrender to
nihilism, choosing instead to enact expression and remembrance through
movement.

Movements may appear chaotic or surreal, emphasizing the breakdown of
old structures but also the emergence of new forms of expression.

Transcendence and Spirituality

In many spiritual traditions, dance is a sacred act—a bridge between the
earthly and the divine. At the end of time, dancers may represent souls
ascending or transcending physical limitations.

They serve as guides or messengers, channeling higher energies or cosmic
forces during moments of cosmic upheaval.



Symbolically, their movement signifies a quest for meaning beyond the
material world, even as the world itself crumbles.

Chaos, Decay, and Artistic Expression

Visual depictions often show dancers amidst ruins, emphasizing contrast
between grace and destruction.

Their movements may mirror chaos—improvised, unpredictable, yet
inherently beautiful—highlighting the resilience of art in the face of
entropy.

Through dance, artists explore themes of mortality, impermanence, and
the fleeting nature of existence.

Cultural and Artistic Depictions of Dancers at
the End of Time

Throughout history, artists and storytellers have depicted dancers in
apocalyptic settings, each revealing unique perspectives on humanity’s
relationship with mortality and the cosmos.

Literature and Poetry

Poets like T.S. Eliot and W.B. Yeats have used dance imagery to
symbolize the cyclical nature of history and the inevitable end of eras.

In post-apocalyptic novels, characters often perform ritualistic dances
to mark moments of transition or to invoke hope amid despair.

Examples include narratives where dancers perform in abandoned cities,
their movements echoing the last echoes of civilization’s vitality.

Visual Arts and Film

Films like “Mad Max” and “Children of Men” feature scenes where dancers
or performers move through devastated landscapes, symbolizing endurance
and the persistence of cultural memory.



Contemporary artists have created installations portraying dancers
amidst ruins, emphasizing themes of rebirth and decay.

Visual art often captures dancers in surreal or dystopian environments,
blending beauty with destruction to evoke emotional resonance.

Music and Performance Art

Performance artists have staged dances in abandoned spaces, transforming
decay into a canvas for human expression.

Music compositions inspired by end-of-time scenarios often incorporate
dance movements that evoke both chaos and hope.

Dance as a form of catharsis becomes a tool for communal healing and
reflection on mortality.

Philosophical and Spiritual Interpretations

The imagery of dancers at the end of time invites profound philosophical
discussions about existence, purpose, and the nature of the universe.

Dance as a Universal Language of the Soul

Many philosophies posit that dance transcends language, connecting
individuals to universal truths—especially critical in times of
upheaval.

In apocalyptic narratives, dancers symbolize the enduring human capacity
for joy, creativity, and connection beyond material existence.

Their movement becomes a form of silent communication, expressing
emotions that words cannot capture during times of crisis.

Endings as Beginnings

Some spiritual traditions interpret the end of time not as an absolute
termination but as a transition to a new phase of existence.



Dancers at this threshold serve as guides or heralds of rebirth,
embodying the cyclical nature of life and death.

Their dance signifies hope, renewal, and the eternal recurrence of
cosmic cycles.

Existential Reflections

Contemplating dancers in apocalyptic settings prompts questions about
mortality, purpose, and the meaning of life amidst chaos.

They challenge viewers to consider how art, movement, and human
resilience persist even when all else seems lost.

This symbolism encourages a focus on inner strength and the enduring
human spirit beyond external circumstances.

Contemporary Interpretations and Future
Perspectives

As our world faces unprecedented challenges—climate change, geopolitical
conflicts, technological upheavals—the motif of dancers at the end of time
remains relevant and evolving.

Modern Artistic Expressions

Choreographers are creating works that explore themes of apocalypse,
decay, and renewal, often using dystopian aesthetics.

Virtual reality and digital art allow for immersive experiences of
dancers in post-apocalyptic worlds, expanding the boundaries of artistic
expression.

Collaborations between artists, scientists, and philosophers are
fostering new narratives about humanity’s resilience and adaptability.



Environmental and Social Activism

Dance performances are increasingly used to raise awareness about
ecological crises, symbolizing the fragile beauty of our planet.

Performers embody the dance of nature’s resilience, emphasizing the
importance of conservation and sustainability.

Artistic interpretations of dancers at the end of time serve as poignant
reminders of our shared responsibility for the future.

Philosophical and Spiritual Recommitment

In times of global uncertainty, dancers symbolize hope, unity, and the
possibility of spiritual awakening.

Practices like ecstatic dance and movement meditation are gaining
popularity as ways to connect with deeper aspects of existence amid
chaos.

The imagery of dancers at the end of time encourages embracing
impermanence and finding beauty in transient moments.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Dance at the
Threshold of Time

The concept of dancers at the end of time encapsulates a profound paradox—the
persistence of grace, creativity, and human spirit in the face of inevitable
decay. Whether viewed as a metaphor, artistic motif, or spiritual symbol,
dancers at the end of time remind us that even in moments of profound loss,
art and movement remain vital expressions of resilience and hope. They serve
as celestial messengers, guiding us through chaos toward renewal, embodying
the eternal dance of existence itself. As we confront the uncertainties of
our future, the imagery of dancers at the end of time invites us to reflect
on our resilience, our capacity for transcendence, and the enduring power of
human creativity to find beauty amidst the ruins.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'Dancers at the End of Time'?
'Dancers at the End of Time' is a series of science fiction novels by Michael
Moorcock set in a distant future where magic, technology, and decadence
intertwine, featuring characters who often perform elaborate dances and
rituals.

Who are the main dancers in 'Dancers at the End of
Time'?
While the series doesn't focus on specific dancers, characters like Queen
Egon and other decadent beings often engage in elaborate, ritualistic dances
as part of their societal rituals and displays of power.

How do dancers symbolize decadence in 'Dancers at
the End of Time'?
Dancers in the series often symbolize the excess, artifice, and decadence of
the End of Time society, representing both beauty and the ephemeral nature of
their civilizations.

Are there real-world dance influences reflected in
the series?
Yes, the elaborate and sometimes ritualistic dances in the series draw
inspiration from various real-world dance traditions, emphasizing spectacle
and cultural richness in the fictional universe.

What themes are associated with dancers at the end
of time?
Themes include decadence, the passage of time, the blending of magic and
technology, and the fleeting nature of beauty and civilization, often
expressed through dance and performance.

Has 'Dancers at the End of Time' influenced modern
dance or sci-fi culture?
While not directly influential on mainstream dance, the series has inspired
artists and writers who explore themes of decadence and ritual, contributing
to the broader sci-fi and fantasy cultural landscape.

Are there any adaptations or visual representations
of dancers from the series?
There are no official adaptations, but fans and artists have created visual
art and cosplay inspired by the decadent dancers and characters from the



series.

What is the significance of dance in the narrative
of 'Dancers at the End of Time'?
Dance serves as a metaphor for societal excess, a form of resistance, or a
means of expressing the complex identities of characters living at the end of
an era, highlighting themes of beauty, entropy, and renewal.

How do 'dancers' at the end of time relate to the
overall story arc?
They embody the themes of transience and decadence, illustrating the decline
of civilizations and the fleeting nature of pleasure and art in a universe
approaching its end, reinforcing the novel's existential themes.

Additional Resources
Dancers at the End of Time: A Deep Dive into a Post-Apocalyptic Artistic
Mythos

In the realm of speculative fiction and avant-garde performance art, few
motifs evoke as much haunting allure and philosophical depth as the concept
of dancers at the end of time. This phrase conjures images of graceful
figures moving—sometimes desperately, sometimes resignedly—against the
backdrop of cosmic or societal collapse. As both a literal and metaphorical
device, these dancers embody themes of resilience, oblivion, transcendence,
and the fragile beauty of existence in its final moments. This article aims
to thoroughly explore the origins, cultural representations, thematic
significance, and contemporary manifestations of this evocative motif,
providing a comprehensive analysis suitable for scholars, critics, and
enthusiasts alike.

---

The Origins and Cultural Roots of the Motif

The motif of dancers at the end of time is not rooted in a single tradition
but rather emerges from a confluence of mythological, literary, and artistic
sources that grapple with mortality, the apocalypse, and the human desire for
meaning in chaos.

Mythological and Literary Foundations



Historically, dance has served as a universal expression—ritualistic,
celebratory, and cathartic. In mythologies worldwide, dance often symbolizes
cosmic harmony or the cyclical nature of existence. However, in apocalyptic
contexts, dance takes on a more complex role.

- Dionysian Rituals: In ancient Greece, Dionysian festivals involved ecstatic
dance that symbolized the surrender to chaos and the divine. While not
explicitly about the end of time, these rituals hint at a transcendence
through dance amidst destruction.

- William Blake and Romanticism: The Romantic era's fascination with the
sublime and the apocalyptic can be seen in Blake's poetic imagery, where
dance and movement often symbolize the soul's struggle and the eventual
surrender to cosmic forces.

- Modern Literary Works: Writers like H.P. Lovecraft and Thomas Ligotti have
explored themes of cosmic indifference and annihilation, with some stories
depicting figures—sometimes dancers—performing in the shadows of impending
doom, embodying both despair and a strange form of resistance.

Artistic Interpretations and Evolution

In visual arts, dance at the end of time manifests as surreal, dystopian
images—ballet dancers in ruined landscapes, figures in tattered costumes
performing amid chaos. These images evoke the tension between grace and
decay.

Post-World War II avant-garde movements, such as Abstract Expressionism and
Surrealism, further contributed to this motif, emphasizing the dissolution of
boundaries and the exploration of the subconscious, often through performance
art.

The development of dance theater—particularly in the works of Pina Bausch and
Merce Cunningham—pushed boundaries, sometimes staging apocalyptic themes or
symbolic dances that suggest the end of human civilization.

---

Symbolic Significance of Dancers at the End of
Time

The motif functions on multiple levels—philosophical, emotional, and
aesthetic—each revealing different facets of human existence.



Resilience and Humanity in the Face of Oblivion

Dancers continue to move when all else has fallen apart; their persistence
embodies resilience. Their dance becomes a testament to the enduring human
spirit, a defiant act amid cosmic indifference.

- Expression of Hope: Even in the shadow of total destruction, dance may
symbolize hope or the desire for continuity beyond the end.

- Acceptance of Mortality: Alternatively, it can represent a conscious
acceptance of mortality, embracing the final moments with grace and dignity.

Transcendence and Mysticism

Some interpretations see these dancers as spiritual or mystical
entities—perhaps messengers or spirits—performing rituals to appease cosmic
forces or to transcend physical death.

- The Cosmic Dance: Echoing the idea of the universe as a dance of particles
and forces, the dancers embody the ongoing, eternal rhythm amid chaos.

- Sacrifice and Transformation: Their dance might symbolize a form of
sacrifice, a transformation that prepares them for another realm or state of
being.

Aesthetic and Emotional Impact

Visually and emotionally, dancers at the end of time evoke a mixture of
beauty, melancholy, and eeriness. Their movements often combine elegance with
decay, creating a paradoxical aesthetic that challenges viewers' perceptions
of life and death.

---

Contemporary Manifestations and Artistic
Projects

In recent decades, the motif has been embraced and reinterpreted across
various media and projects, reflecting evolving cultural anxieties and
philosophical inquiries.



Performance Art and Theater

- The End of Time Trilogy (Theatre Productions): Several contemporary theater
companies have staged productions explicitly inspired by the theme, blending
dance, ritual, and multimedia to portray humanity’s final acts.

- Dance Films and Installations: Artists like Bill Viola and Pipilotti Rist
have created video art featuring slow-motion dances in desolate landscapes,
emphasizing mortality and transcendence.

Literature and Poetry

Authors and poets explore the motif through dystopian narratives and
allegories:

- "Dancers at the End of Time" by Michael Moorcock: A seminal science fiction
series where immortal beings perform in a decaying future universe, blending
dance with cosmic themes.

- Modern Poetry: Poets like Anne Carson and Mark Strand incorporate dance
metaphors to symbolize human fragility and the passage of time.

Music and Audio Arts

Composers and musicians have integrated the motif into their works:

- Ambient and Experimental Music: Compositions evoke the slow, mournful
movements of dancers in a dying universe, often using dissonance and
minimalism.

- Choreography: Contemporary dance pieces depict dancers performing in
apocalyptic settings, emphasizing both physical and emotional decay.

---

Philosophical and Theoretical Perspectives

The motif also invites philosophical reflection, raising questions about
existence, mortality, and what lies beyond.

Existentialism and the Human Condition



The dancers symbolize human beings confronting the inevitable end, embodying
existential themes of mortality, meaning-making, and the search for
authenticity.

Cosmic and Nihilistic Interpretations

From a nihilistic perspective, the dancers' movements are futile acts
performed in a universe that is indifferent or hostile to human existence.
Their dance becomes a silent protest or a futile attempt to impose order on
chaos.

Transcendence and Post-Humanism

Alternatively, some theorists see the dance as a metaphor for post-human
evolution—where consciousness moves beyond physical limitations, perhaps
performing in realms beyond time and space.

---

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

The motif of dancers at the end of time continues to resonate within artistic
and cultural spheres, reflecting collective fears, hopes, and philosophical
debates about mortality and eternity.

- In Literature and Media: Films like "Melancholia" (2011) and "The Fountain"
(2006) depict characters engaging in symbolic dances or rituals at the brink
of destruction.

- In Academic Discourse: Scholars analyze this motif as a lens to understand
societal responses to existential threats like climate change, nuclear war,
and technological singularity.

- In Popular Culture: It appears in music videos, fashion, and visual art,
often as a symbol of dystopian beauty and resilience.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Allure of the Dancers

The image of dancers at the end of time encapsulates a profound paradox:
amidst inevitable decay, there persists an act of grace, resistance, and
transcendence. Whether as literal performers or symbolic figures, these



dancers serve as a mirror to human fears and aspirations in the face of
mortality and cosmic indifference.

Through centuries and across media, the motif continues to inspire,
challenge, and deepen our understanding of what it means to dance at the
end—an act that is as much about acceptance as it is about defiance. As we
confront our own end, the dancers remind us that in the final moments, beauty
and meaning can still be found in movement, in memory, and in the enduring
human spirit.

In exploring this theme, we are invited to reflect not only on the universe’s
final act but also on our own ongoing dance within it.

Dancers At The End Of Time

  dancers at the end of time: The Dancers at the End of Time Michael Moorcock, 1983
  dancers at the end of time: Dancers at the End of Time Michael Moorcock, 2003 Enter a
decaying far, far future society, a time when anything and everything is possible, where words like
'conscience' and 'morality' are meaningless, and where heartfelt love blossoms mysteriously between
Mrs Amelia Underwood, an unwilling time traveller, and Jherek Carnelian, a bemused denizen of the
End of Time. The Dancers at the End of Time, containing the novels An Alien Heat, The Hollow
Lands and The End of All Songs, is a brilliant homage to the 1890s of Wilde, Beardsley and the fin de
siècle decadents, satire at its sharpest and most colourful.
  dancers at the end of time: The Dancers at the End of Time: The end of all songs Michael
Moorcock, 1972
  dancers at the end of time: Michael Moorcock Mark Scroggins, 2016-01-05 Prolific, popular
and critically acclaimed, Michael Moorcock is the most important British fantasy author of his
generation. His Elric of Melnibone is an iconic figure for millions of fans but Moorcock has also been
a pioneer in science fiction and historical fiction. He was hailed as the central figure of the New
Wave in science fiction, and has won numerous awards for his fantasy and SF, as well as his
mainstream writing. This first full-length critical look at Moorcock's career, from the early 1960s to
the present, explores the author's fictional multiverse: his fantasy tales of the Eternal Champion; his
experimental Jerry Cornelius novels; the hilarious science-fiction satire of his End of Time books; and
his complex meditations on 20th century history in Mother London and the Colonel Pyat tetralogy.
  dancers at the end of time: The Law of Chaos Jeff Gardiner, 2015-09-01 “This new book, the
latest Moorcockian meteorite to flash across the heavens, is a timely reminder of the scope, depth,
heart and magnificence of an author with numerous readers, bright-eyed fans, global
correspondents, but far less mainstream acknowledgement than he deserves. The glory of the work,
in its astonishing reach and range, is that it can be freshly excavated by every rising generation.”
Iain Sinclair From Jerry Cornelius and the Eternal Champion fantasies to Pyat and more recent
novels, The Law of Chaos is an entertaining and accessible reader’s guide that explores the life and
achievements of Michael Moorcock, one of modern literature’s most influential figures. All
Moorcock’s works are examined and discussed in detail from early fantasies to his later
philosophical novels. With an introduction and other material by Moorcock himself, The Law of
Chaos travels the moonbeam roads through the enigmatic multiverse of a celebrated literary icon.
  dancers at the end of time: The Dancers at the End of Time , 1976
  dancers at the end of time: Dancers at the End of Time Michael Moorcock, 1990-08-17
  dancers at the end of time: The Dancers at the End of Time Michael Moorcock, 1998
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Introduces Captain Graf Ulrich von Bek, his relatives, and his family's quest: the protection of the
Holy Grail.
  dancers at the end of time: The Furthest Horizon Gardner Dozois, 2011-04-01 “Diverse and
remarkable speculations on futures so remote as to be all but beyond conjecture” by Brian Aldiss,
Poul Anderson, Robert Silverberg, and more (Kirkus Reviews). It is the essence of science fiction to
chart the possibilities of the future, but it takes the hand of a master to capture the farthest reaches
of time—futures almost unimaginably distant. The Furthest Horizon collects seventeen of the most
inventive and audacious visions of the future by many acclaimed writers, including: Brian Aldiss *
Poul Anderson * Avram Davidson * Joe Haldeman * Alexander Jablokov * Paul J. McAuley * Ian
McDonald * Michael Moorcock * Frederik Pohl * Robert Reed * Keith Roberts * Robert Silverberg *
Cordwainer Smith * James Tiptree, Jr. * Jack Vance * Walter Jon Williams * Gene Wolfe “A variety of
authors, writing styles and topics are included in this entertaining anthology, and Dozois provides
insightful notes before each story.” —Science Fiction Weekly “Editor Dozois’ latest theme anthology
presents 17 stories, many of them classics, set in a future so far from now that memories of today’s
humans have been lost by our descendants . . . another feather for his cap.” —Booklist
  dancers at the end of time: Like Clockwork Rachel A. Bowser, Brian Croxall, 2016-12-15
Co-winner, Ray & Pat Browne Award for Best Edited Collection in Popular Culture and American
Culture Once a small subculture, the steampunk phenomenon exploded in visibility during the first
years of the twenty-first century, its influence and prominence increasing ever since. From its
Victorian and literary roots to film and television, video games, music, and even fashion, this
subgenre of science fiction reaches far and wide within current culture. Here Rachel A. Bowser and
Brian Croxall present cutting-edge essays on steampunk: its rise in popularity, its many
manifestations, and why we should pay attention. Like Clockwork offers wide-ranging perspectives
on steampunk’s history and its place in contemporary culture, all while speaking to the “why” and
“why now” of the genre. In her essay, Catherine Siemann draws on authors such as William Gibson
and China Miéville to analyze steampunk cities; Kathryn Crowther turns to disability studies to
examine the role of prosthetics within steampunk as well as the contemporary culture of access; and
Diana M. Pho reviews the racial and national identities of steampunk, bringing in discussions of
British chap-hop artists, African American steamfunk practitioners, and multicultural steampunk fan
cultures. From disability and queerness to ethos and digital humanities, Like Clockwork explores the
intriguing history of steampunk to evaluate the influence of the genre from the 1970s through the
twenty-first century. Contributors: Kathryn Crowther, Perimeter College at Georgia State University;
Shaun Duke, University of Florida; Stefania Forlini, University of Calgary (Canada); Lisa Hager,
University of Wisconsin–Waukesha; Mike Perschon, MacEwan University in Edmonton, Alberta;
Diana M. Pho; David Pike, American University; Catherine Siemann, New Jersey Institute of
Technology; Joseph Weakland, Georgia Institute of Technology; Roger Whitson, Washington State
University.
  dancers at the end of time: Worlds Enough and Time Gary Westfahl, George Slusser, David
A. Leiby, 2002-06-30 With our lives firmly controlled by the steady pace of time, humans have
yearned for ways to escape its constraints, and authors have responded with narratives about
traveling far into the past or future, reversing the flow of time, or creating alternate universes where
Napoleon was triumphant at Waterloo or the South won the Civil War. Writers ranging from Dante
and Lewis Carroll to Philip K. Dick and Martin Amis have probed into the workings of time, and an
overwhelming desire to master time reverberates throughout popular culture. This book considers
how imaginative works involving time and time travel reflect ongoing scientific concerns and
examine the human condition. The scope of the volume is unusually wide, covering such topics as
Dante, the major novels of the 19th century, and stories and films of the 1990s. The book concludes
with a lengthy bibliography of short stories and novels, films and television programs, and nonfiction
works that feature time travel or speculations about time. With a roster of contributors that includes
several of the field's major scholars, this book offers many new insights into this fascinating subject.
  dancers at the end of time: Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature, Vol 1 R. Reginald,



2010-09-01 Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature, A Checklist, 1700-1974, Volume one of Two,
contains an Author Index, Title Index, Series Index, Awards Index, and the Ace and Belmont Doubles
Index.
  dancers at the end of time: To Be Continued Hope Apple, Merle L. Jacob, 2000-10-10
Keeping track of prolific authors who write fiction series was quite challenging for even the most
ardent fan until To Be Continueddebuted in 1995. Noew, readers will be happy that the
soon-to-be-released second edition has added 1,600 new books and 400 new series. To Be
Continued, Second Edition, maintians the first volume's successful formula that featured concise
A-to-Z entries packed with useful information, including titles, publishers, publication dates, genre
categories, annotations, and subject terms. Among the genre categories that can be found in To Be
Continued are romance, science fiction, crime novel, horror, adventure, fantasy, humor, western,
war, Christian fiction, and others.
  dancers at the end of time: Apocalypse in Crisis Christopher Palmer, 2021-10-15 Apocalypse
is traditional and familiar, and it is an actual threat; it is feared, desired, and banal. Apocalypse in
Crisis discusses fictions from the 1940s to the present, examining shifts in the imagination of
apocalypse from the postwar British disaster novels, through novels of the countercultural sixties,
feminist interventions, and recent revisions and critiques. As empire fades, ideas of sexuality shift,
and attitudes to nature and to the city change, so apocalyptic fictions change. The individual subject
is asserted, immolated, transcended, abandoned; individual deaths are substituted for mass death;
death is faked or erased. The subjects and survivors of catastrophe set about re-establishing
civilization, or they abandon it, finding new ways of being and of dying; they respond to it when it
comes from outside, as an invasion, or they are immersed in it, as it shifts from being an event to
being a condition. They flee the city for the country, or accept that they must draw on the energies
of the world city in order to survive. The book includes detailed discussion of novels by H. G. Wells,
George M. Stewart, Nevil Shute, John Wyndham, Arthur C. Clarke, J. G. Ballard, Brian Aldiss, Doris
Lessing, Angela Carter, Anna Kavan, Arno Schmidt, Anthony Burgess, Ursula K. Le Guin, Tom
Perrotta, Douglas Coupland, Don DeLillo, China Miéville, Jeff VanderMeer, and Kim Stanley
Robinson.
  dancers at the end of time: Fantasy Adam Roberts, 2025-04-24 One of the most popular
genres of modern times, fantasy literature has as rich a cultural and literary heritage as the magical
worlds that so enrapture its readers. In this book, a concise history of the genre, Adam Roberts
traces the central forms and influences on fantasy through the centuries to arrive at our
understanding of the fantastic today. Pinning the evolution of fantasy on three key moments - the
19th-century resurgence of interest in Arthurian legend, the rise of Christian allegory, and a
post-Ossian, post-Grimm emergence of a Norse, Germanic and Old English mythic identity � Roberts
explores how the logic of 'the fantastical' feeds through into the sets and trappings of modern
fantasy. Tracking the creation of heroic and high fantasy subgenres through antiquarian tradition,
through C. S. Lewis and J. R. R. Tolkien and into the post-Tolkien boom in genre fantasy writing, the
book brings the manifestation of the fantastic beyond literature into art, music, film and TV, video
games and other cultural productions such as fandoms. From Tennyson and Wagner, through Robert
Graves, David Jones, Samuel Delany, Dungeons and Dragons, Terry Pratchett and Robin Hobb, to the
Game of Thrones, Skyrim, The Witcher and The Lord of the Rings media franchises, the book digs
into the global dissemination and diversity of 21st-century fantasy. Accessible and dynamic,
wide-ranging but comprehensive, this is a crash-course in context for the most imaginative form of
storytelling.
  dancers at the end of time: Last Dance at the Discotheque for Deviants Paul David Gould,
2023-06-08 The venue was the canteen block of the Red Hammer Cement Works. It was the usual
set-up: way out of town, secretive directions to get there, and disco lights blazing… Moscow, 1993.
The end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union have brought unimaginable change to
Russia. With this change come new freedoms: freedom to travel abroad and to befriend Westerners,
freedom to make money, and even the freedom for an underground gay scene to take root.



Encouraged by the new climate of openness, twenty-one-year-old Kostya ventures out of the closet
and resolves to pursue his dreams: to work in the theatre and to find love as his idol Tchaikovsky
never could. Those dreams, however, lead to tragedy – not only for Kostya, but for his mother and
for the two young men he loves, as all three face up to the ways they have betrayed him. Last Dance
at the Discotheque for Deviants is both a gripping thriller and a poignant, very human tale of people
beset by forces beyond their control, in a world where all the old certainties have crumbled and it’s
far from clear what will eventually take their place.
  dancers at the end of time: The Dancers at the End of Time: The hollow lands Michael
Moorcock, 1972
  dancers at the end of time: Last Dance at the Wrecker's Ball Robert Douglas, 2012-09-13
Glasgow, 1971. The old way of life is under threat for the tight-knit community in Dalbeattie Street,
Maryhill. The shadow of the wrecker's ball looms large over their homes, and they must face the
choice of moving to a new estate or dispersing throughout the city. But powerful friendships refuse
to be broken. These characters have gone through too much together to be destroyed by some
measly planning scheme. They'll face this with the same inimitable Scottish humour and strength of
spirit that have carried them through other tough times. Douglas' vivid portrait of Seventies Glasgow
recreates, in glorious detail, a particular time and place, but at its heart are the universal themes of
love, friendship and community.
  dancers at the end of time: Science Fiction Authors Maura Heaphy, 2008-11-30 For students,
scholars, readers' advisors, and curious SF readers and fans, this guide provides an easy-to-use
launch pad for researching and learning more about science fiction writers and their work.
Emphasizing the best popular and contemporary authors, this book covers 100 SF writers, providing
for each: • a brief biographical sketch, including a quote from theauthor, awards, etc. • a list of the
author's major works (including editions and other writings) • research sources-biographies,
criticism, research guides, and web sites • In addition, you'll find read-alike lists for selected
authors. For anyone wanting to find information on popular SF authors, this should be the first stop.
  dancers at the end of time: Dance at the Beach Irene Vartanoff, 2022-07-31 Aerospace
engineer Linda Winthrop loves her post-divorce life. Her kids are grown and her ex is someone else's
problem, so she's free to live as she chooses, dividing her time between her career at NASA and
surfing on the Florida coastline. But when she goes to Cape May, New Jersey, to urge her elderly
mother to move to a safe retirement complex, Linda runs into unexpected opposition. And what
might be romance with another surfer. Dan Decatur, surfer dude grown up into a respectable
business owner, is tired of the Los Angeles beach scene, but he never expected a visit to family in
Cape May would lead to an argumentative relationship with feisty Linda. And something more. But
what? They're both just visiting Cape May. They live on opposite coasts. How can they be together?
Should they be together? Linda and Dan are both supposedly free, but are they? As surprising new
family obligations pop up, Linda and Dan each have to reconsider their priorities and their next
steps. Is it possible for them to be happy and also do the right thing? The Romantic Mid-Atlantic
series of romantic women's fiction titles in chronological order (each is a stand-alone story):
Cleaning Her House How They Met (And What Happened Next) Life Is Too Short Dance at the Beach
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