stephen shore uncommon places

stephen shore uncommon places is a phrase that encapsulates the essence of the renowned
American photographer’s exploration into the less-traveled, overlooked, and unconventional aspects
of everyday life. Shore’s work is celebrated for transforming ordinary scenes into extraordinary visual
narratives, capturing the beauty and uniqueness of seemingly mundane settings. His focus on
uncommon places challenges viewers to reconsider their perceptions of the familiar and invites them
to see the world through a fresh lens. This article delves into Stephen Shore’s approach to
photographing uncommon places, explores his most iconic works, and offers insights into how his
photography continues to influence the art world.

Who Is Stephen Shore?

Stephen Shore is an influential figure in contemporary photography, renowned for his pioneering use
of color photography in fine art. Born in 1947, Shore emerged as a significant artist during the 1970s
and has since been celebrated for his detailed and contemplative images of American landscapes and
everyday scenes. His work bridges documentary photography, fine art, and conceptual art, making
him a versatile and innovative figure.

Key Achievements of Stephen Shore:

- One of the first photographers to extensively use color film as an artistic medium

- Known for his series "Uncommon Places," which revolutionized perceptions of American landscape
photography

- His images have been exhibited worldwide and are part of major museum collections
- Writer and educator, influencing generations of photographers and artists

The Concept of Uncommon Places in Shore’s Work

Defining Uncommon Places

In the context of Stephen Shore’s photography, uncommon places refers to locations that are typically
overlooked or considered mundane—gas stations, roadside diners, suburban streets, and other
everyday sites. However, Shore elevates these scenes through meticulous composition, rich color,
and a keen eye for detail, transforming the ordinary into something extraordinary.

Why are these places considered 'uncommon'?

- They are often everyday, transient, or overlooked



- They lack the iconic grandeur of famous landmarks
- They evoke a sense of familiarity yet are rarely the focus of artistic attention

Shore’s approach: He treats these scenes with the same reverence as traditional landscapes or
cityscapes, emphasizing their aesthetic and cultural significance.

The Artistic Philosophy Behind Shore’s Focus on Uncommon
Places

Shore’s work emphasizes that beauty and meaning can be found in the commonplace. His philosophy
challenges the conventional hierarchy of subject matter in art, asserting that the everyday can be just
as profound as historic sites or natural wonders.

Core principles include:

- Attention to detail: Every element within the frame contributes to the overall narrative

- Use of color: Vivid, carefully balanced colors enhance visual impact

- Composition: Precise framing guides the viewer’s eye and creates harmony

- Contextual storytelling: Scenes often evoke themes of modern life, consumer culture, and suburban
existence

Iconic Projects Focused on Uncommon Places

Uncommon Places (1973)

This seminal series is perhaps Shore’s most famous body of work. It consists of over 100 color
photographs of American landscapes, urban scenes, and roadside environments taken primarily in the
early 1970s.

Key features of the "Uncommon Places" series:

- Captures American life during a period of rapid change

- Features locations such as highways, motels, storefronts, and neighborhoods
- Emphasizes the aesthetic qualities of mundane objects and settings

- Demonstrates Shore’s technical mastery with large-format color film

Impact of the series:
- Challenged traditional notions of landscape photography

- Pioneered the use of color as a serious artistic medium
- Inspired countless contemporary photographers to explore similar themes



Other Notable Works and Series

While "Uncommon Places" remains Shore’s hallmark, he has continued to explore similar themes
through various projects:

- "American Surfaces" (1972): A more informal, snapshot-style series capturing roadside scenes,
family vacations, and everyday life

- "The Nature of Photographs" (1998): A philosophical exploration of photographic meaning, including
images of less-visited, unconventional sites

- "Road Trip" series: Documenting journeys across America, emphasizing the transient and overlooked
environments

Techniques and Style in Photographing Uncommon
Places

Use of Color and Composition

Stephen Shore’s mastery of color photography is central to his portrayal of uncommon places. His
images often feature:

- Vivid, saturated colors: Enhancing visual appeal and realism

- Balanced compositions: Symmetry, leading lines, and framing techniques guide the viewer’s eye
- Attention to detail: Every element is carefully considered to contribute to the overall mood and
narrative

Perspective and Framing

Shore often employs straightforward, eye-level perspectives, creating an intimate connection with the
scene. His framing emphasizes the geometry of the environment, highlighting patterns, textures, and
visual rhythms.

Lighting and Mood

Natural lighting plays a vital role in Shore’s images, with an emphasis on capturing scenes under
conditions that highlight their natural colors and textures. The mood often evokes nostalgia, curiosity,
or reflection.



The Cultural and Artistic Significance of Uncommon
Places

Challenging Artistic Norms

Shore’s focus on everyday environments challenged the art world to reconsider what constitutes
worthy subject matter. His work demonstrated that ordinary scenes could be elevated to fine art
through thoughtful composition and technical excellence.

Documenting American Life

His photographs serve as cultural artifacts, providing a window into American life during the 20th
century. They document the rise of consumer culture, suburban expansion, and the changing
landscape.

Influence on Contemporary Photography

Many modern photographers cite Shore’s work as an inspiration. His approach to documenting the
banal in a poetic manner has influenced genres like street photography, documentary, and
conceptual art.

How to Explore Stephen Shore’s Uncommon Places
Yourself

If you're inspired by Shore’s focus on uncommon places, consider the following tips:
Steps to capture your own uncommon places:

1. Scout familiar environments: Neighborhoods, roadside spots, local businesses

2. Observe details: Textures, colors, patterns that often go unnoticed

3. Use a large-format or high-quality camera: To achieve sharpness and color fidelity

4. Experiment with composition: Play with framing, perspective, and lighting

5. Document with patience: Wait for the right moment when the scene’s character is most vivid

Recommended tools and techniques:
- DSLR or mirrorless camera with manual controls

- Tripod for stability and precise framing
- Polarizing filters to enrich colors



- Post-processing software to fine-tune colors and contrasts

Conclusion

Stephen Shore’s exploration of uncommon places demonstrates that beauty and meaning can be
found in the most mundane aspects of everyday life. His meticulous approach to color, composition,
and detail has redefined landscape and documentary photography, inspiring countless artists and
photographers to look closer at their surroundings. Whether through his iconic series "Uncommon
Places" or his broader philosophical insights, Shore continues to encourage us to see the world with
fresh eyes, appreciating the richness in the overlooked and the ordinary.

If you're passionate about capturing the essence of your environment, consider following Shore’s
example: seek out the uncommon places in your life and tell their stories through your lens.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Stephen Shore's 'Uncommon
Places' in the history of photography?

Stephen Shore's 'Uncommon Places' is considered a seminal work in color photography, showcasing
everyday American landscapes with meticulous detail and a new approach that elevated color
photography to fine art status in the 1980s.

How did 'Uncommon Places' influence contemporary
landscape photography?

‘Uncommon Places' inspired many photographers by demonstrating that ordinary scenes could be
transformed into compelling art through careful composition and lighting, encouraging a more
documentary and honest portrayal of everyday environments.

What techniques did Stephen Shore use in ‘Uncommon Places'
to capture the American landscape?

Shore employed large-format color film, precise framing, and natural lighting to produce highly
detailed images that emphasize form, color, and the mundane beauty of everyday places.

Why is 'Uncommon Places' considered a landmark in the use
of color photography?

It is regarded as a landmark because it demonstrated that color photography could be as serious,
thoughtful, and aesthetically compelling as black-and-white photography, challenging previous biases.



In what ways does 'Uncommon Places' reflect American
culture and society?

The collection captures the diverse landscapes, roadside scenes, and suburban environments of
America, offering a visual commentary on American life, mobility, and the built environment during
the late 20th century.

How has Stephen Shore's 'Uncommon Places' influenced
modern photographic projects?

It encouraged contemporary photographers to explore everyday scenes with a fine art perspective,
leading to a broader acceptance of documentary and conceptual approaches in photography.

Are there any notable exhibitions or collections featuring
‘Uncommon Places'?

Yes, 'Uncommon Places' has been exhibited in major museums such as the Museum of Modern Art
(MoMA) in New York and is part of numerous private and public collections highlighting its importance
in contemporary art.

What distinguishes Stephen Shore's approach in 'Uncommon
Places' from other landscape photographers?

Shore's meticulous composition, use of large-format color film, and focus on mundane, overlooked
scenes set his work apart, emphasizing the beauty and significance of ordinary American landscapes.

Additional Resources

Stephen Shore Uncommon Places: An In-Depth Exploration of a Pioneering Photographic Journey

Introduction to Stephen Shore and Uncommon Places

Stephen Shore’s Uncommon Places is widely regarded as a landmark in contemporary photography, a
work that redefined the boundaries of landscape and documentary photography in the late 20th
century. Published in 1982, the book comprises a collection of color photographs taken across various
American landscapes, urban environments, and everyday scenes. What sets Shore’s work apart is his
meticulous approach, his mastery of color, and his ability to elevate ordinary locations into compelling
visual narratives.

This comprehensive review dissects the significance of Uncommon Places, exploring Shore’s
techniques, thematic elements, influence, and enduring legacy within the photographic community.

Background and Context of Uncommon Places



The Artistic Landscape of the 1970s and Early 1980s

During the 1970s, photography was undergoing a revolutionary transformation. The dominance of
black-and-white documentary and fine art photography was being challenged by color photography’s
potential as a serious artistic medium. Photographers like William Eggleston and Stephen Shore
played crucial roles in legitimizing color photography, shifting perceptions from mere commercial art
to fine art.

Stephen Shore's Artistic Evolution

- Early Career & Influences: Shore’s initial work was influenced by the New Topographics movement,
emphasizing the mundane and unpoetic aspects of American landscapes.

- Transition to Color: His shift from black-and-white to color photography in the 1970s was pivotal,
allowing him to explore the nuances of everyday environments with unprecedented vibrancy.

Creation of Uncommon Places

Shore traveled extensively across the United States, capturing scenes that many would consider
commonplace. His intent was to elevate these scenes, revealing their inherent beauty and
complexity. The photographs reflect a deliberate selection process, emphasizing symmetry, color
harmony, and subtle detail.

Technical Mastery and Aesthetic Approach
Use of Color Photography

- Color Palette: Shore’s use of color is deliberate and refined. He employs a palette that enhances the
natural hues of his subjects, balancing saturation and tone to evoke mood and atmosphere.
- Color as a Narrative Tool: Unlike traditional black-and-white photography, Shore’s color images carry
emotional weight and contextual richness, allowing viewers to interpret scenes more vividly.

Composition and Framing

- Symmetry & Geometry: Shore often employs symmetrical compositions, highlighting patterns, lines,
and shapes within scenes.

- Perspective: His choice of vantage points—often eye-level—creates an intimate feeling, inviting
viewers into the scene.

- Attention to Detail: Every element within the frame is carefully considered, whether it’s a solitary
car, a roadside sign, or a building facade.

Technique & Equipment
- Shore used large-format view cameras, which provided high resolution and clarity, essential for

capturing subtle tonal variations.
- The careful framing and focus reflect a painterly approach, akin to classical composition.

Thematic Elements in Uncommon Places



Ordinary as Extraordinary

- Shore’s hallmark is his ability to find beauty in the mundane. His images depict:
- Roadside scenes: gas stations, billboards, highways.

- Urban landscapes: storefronts, architecture, street scenes.

- Residential areas: houses, yards, everyday objects.

- These scenes challenge viewers to reconsider what constitutes “art” and question the boundaries
between documentary and fine art.

American Landscapes and Identity

- The photographs serve as a visual chronicle of American life, capturing the country’s diverse
environments.

- They evoke a sense of nostalgia, modernity, and the complexity of American identity.

Formalism and Aesthetic Precision

- Shore’s work emphasizes formal qualities—balance, rhythm, harmony.
- His images often resemble abstract compositions, emphasizing pattern and structure over narrative.

Impact and Legacy

Influence on Contemporary Photography

- Uncommon Places inspired a generation of photographers to explore color and the beauty of
everyday scenes.

- It helped legitimize color photography within art circles, paving the way for artists like William
Eggleston and Joel Meyerowitz.

Contribution to Photographic Discourse

- Shore’s work exemplifies the idea that photography can elevate the ordinary, making it worthy of
artistic exploration.

- His meticulous approach demonstrates the importance of composition, color, and detail.
Preservation of American Culture

- The photographs serve as a visual archive, capturing the textures and aesthetics of late 20th-

century America.
- They evoke a sense of time and place, making them invaluable for historical and cultural analysis.

Critical Reception and Interpretations

Contemporary Reception



- Upon publication, Uncommon Places received widespread acclaim for its innovative use of color and
composition.
- Critics praised Shore for his ability to find poetry in the prosaic.

Interpretative Perspectives

- Some view Shore’s work as a celebration of American consumer culture and suburban life.
- Others interpret it as a meditation on the passage of time, decay, and renewal.

Art Market & Exhibitions
- The photographs have been exhibited worldwide, often displayed in galleries dedicated to modern

and contemporary art.
- Original prints are highly sought after in the art market, reflecting their enduring significance.

Deep Dive into Selected Images

Iconic Scenes and Their Significance

- Gas Stations: Symbolize mobility, commerce, and American capitalism.

- Roadside Billboards: Reflect consumer culture and the saturation of advertising.
- Residential Streets: Capture suburban tranquility and anonymity.

Analyzing Composition & Mood

- Shore’s images often feature strong horizontal lines, creating a sense of stability.

- The use of light and shadow enhances three-dimensionality and mood.
- Subtle color gradations evoke different emotional responses, from nostalgia to eeriness.

The Cultural and Artistic Relevance Today

Relevance in the Digital Age

- Shore’s meticulous process contrasts with the rapidity of digital photography, emphasizing patience,
precision, and craftsmanship.

- His work encourages a mindful approach to viewing and creating photography.

Enduring Inspiration

- Contemporary photographers continue to study Shore’'s compositions, use of color, and subject

matter.
- The work remains a touchstone for discussions about the relationship between everyday life and art.

Conclusion: The Lasting Legacy of Uncommon Places



Stephen Shore’s Uncommon Places stands as a testament to the power of thoughtful, deliberate
photography. By elevating ordinary scenes through meticulous composition and vibrant color, Shore
challenged perceptions and expanded the possibilities of photographic art. His work invites viewers to
see the beauty in the familiar, encouraging a deeper appreciation of the landscapes and
environments that shape everyday life.

Whether viewed as an artistic masterpiece, a social document, or a philosophical meditation on
perception, Uncommon Places continues to influence and inspire. Its relevance endures, reminding us
that the mundane can be extraordinary when approached with an attentive eye and a skilled hand.
Shore’s legacy is not just in the images he created but also in the way he redefined what photography
could be—a timeless exploration of uncommon places in the ordinary world.

Stephen Shore Uncommon Places

stephen shore uncommon places: Uncommon places; Photographs by Stephen Shore S.
Shore, 1982

stephen shore uncommon places: Uncommon Places Paolo Nigris, 2015-05-27 A tribute to
Stephen Shore revisited in contemporary America.

stephen shore uncommon places: Stephen Shore Stephen Shore, Gerry Badger, 2002

stephen shore uncommon places: Uncommon Places Stephen Shore, 2015 Originally
published in 1982, Stephen Shore's legendary Uncommon Places has influenced more than a
generation of photographers. Shore was among the first artists to take color beyond the domain of
advertising and fashion photography, and his large-format color work on the American vernacular
landscape stands at the root of what has become a vital photographic tradition over the past forty
years. Uncommon Places: The Complete Works, published by Aperture in 2004, presents a definitive
collection of the landmark series, and in the span of a decade, has become a contemporary classic.
Now, for this lushly produced reissue, the artist has added twenty rediscovered images and a
statement explaining what it means to expand a series now many decades old. Like Robert Frank
and Walker Evans before him, Shore discovered a hitherto unarticulated vision of America via
highway and camera. Approaching his subjects with cool objectivity, Shore in these images retains
precise internal systems of gestures in composition and light, through which a parking lot emptied of
people, a hotel bedroom, or a building on a side street assumes both an archetypal aura and an
ambiguously personal importance. In contrast to his signature landscapes with which Uncommon
Places is often associated, this expanded survey reveals equally remarkable collections of interiors
and portraits. -- Publisher's description.

stephen shore uncommon places: Stephen Shore Stephen Shore, 2005-05 A photo diary of
the author's road trip across America in the early 1970s, this text features unpublished photographs
from Shore's influential work.

stephen shore uncommon places: Uncommon Places Stephen Shore, 1982 Journeying back
and forth across North America, Stephen Shore seizes upon a landscape of the commonplace--and
transforms it into visions of classical beauty. These are scenes that would scarcely attract the
attention of most travelers. Among them: an unpaved backstreet in Presidio, Texas; a nearly
abandoned beach in Miami; a highway intersection near Kingman, Arizona; children playing on a
sandbar in Yosemite; a softball game in Bozeman, Montana, and a plate of hotcakes on a diner's
plastic-topped table.--Dust jacket.

stephen shore uncommon places: Early Work Stephen Shore, 2025-08 At the age of six,
Stephen Shore received a Kodak Darkroom kit, a gift that unearthed a passion and inquisitiveness
that would go on to define his entire life. Shore began to develop a unique relationship to the


https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-019/stephen-shore-uncommon-places.pdf

chemical alchemy of the darkroom and to the camera itself: a tool through which he would uncover
the characters and complexities of the world around him.Early Work collects for the first time the
entirely unseen photographs created during Shore?s early teenage years between 1960 and 1965, a
period of rich experimentation that precedes his time working with Andy Warhol at The Factory.
These sophisticated and ambitious images demonstrate Shore?s already-complex understanding of
the photographic form, and the particular attention with which he approached his surroundings. It
offers a unique record of the vibrant energy of New York in the early 1960s, and reveals the themes
that provided a constant source of interest for the young photographer.Above all, Early Work offers
an authoritative account of the innate sensibility with which Shore approached not only his craft but
the world around him, from this early age.Includes a foreword by Martin Scorsese and a new essay
by Stephen Shore

stephen shore uncommon places: MODERN INSTANCES STEPHEN. SHORE, 2023

stephen shore uncommon places: Stephen Shore: Selected Works, 1973-1981 (Signed
Edition) , 2017-05-15 Stephen Shore's Uncommon Places is indisputably a canonic body of work--a
touchstone for those interested in photography and the American landscape. Remarkably, despite
having been the focus of numerous shows and books, including the eponymous 1982 Aperture
classic (expanded and reissued several times), this series of photographs has yet to be explored in its
entirety. Over the past five years, Shore has scanned hundreds of negatives shot between 1973 and
1981. In this volume, Aperture has invited an international group of fifteen photographers, curators,
authors, and cultural figures to select ten images apiece from this rarely seen cache of images. Each
portfolio offers an idiosyncratic and revealing commentary on why this body of work continues to
astound; how it has impacted the work of new generations of photography and the medium at large;
and proposes new insight on Shore's unique vision of America as transmuted in this totemic series.
Texts and image selections by Wes Anderson, Quentin Bajac, David Campany, Paul Graham, Guido
Guidi, Takashi Homma, An-My Leé, Michael Lesy, Hans Ulrich Obrist, Francine Prose, Ed Ruscha,
Britt Salvesen, Taryn Simon, Thomas Struth, and Lynne Tillman

stephen shore uncommon places: Stephen Shore Christy Lange, Stephen Shore, Michael
Fried, Joel Sternfeld, 2007 A photo diary of the author's road trip across America in the early 1970s,
this text features unpublished photographs from Shore's influential work.

stephen shore uncommon places: The Rhizomatic West Neil Campbell, 2008-12-01 Is the
American West in Sergio Leone?s ?spaghetti westerns? the same American West we find in Douglas
Coupland?s Generation X? In Jim Jarmusch?s movies? In Calexico?s music? Or is the American West,
as this book tells us, a constantly moving, mutating idea within a complex global culture? And what,
precisely (or better yet, imprecisely) does it mean? g Using Gilles Deleuze and Falix Guattari?s
concept of the rhizome, Neil Campbell shows how the West (or west-ness) continually breaks away
from a mainstream notion of American ?rootedness? and renews and transforms itself in various
cultural forms. A region long traversed by various transient peoples (from tribes and conquerors to
immigrants, traders, and trappers), the West reflects a mythic quest for settlement, permanence,
and synthesis?even notions of a national or global identity?at odds with its rootless history, culture,
and nature. Crossing the concept of ?roots? with ?routes,? this book shows how notions of the
West?in representations ranging from literature and film to photography, music, and architectural
theory?give expression to ideas about identity, nationhood, and belonging in a world increasingly
defined by movement across time and borders. The Rhizomatic West offers a new vision of the
American West as a hybrid, performative space, a staging place for myriad intersecting and
constantly changing identities.

stephen shore uncommon places: Seeing from Above Mark Dorrian, Frédéric Pousin,
2013-10-03 The view from above, or the 'bird's-eye' view, has become so ingrained in contemporary
visual culture that it is now hard to imagine our world without it. It has risen to pre-eminence as a
way of seeing, but important questions about its effects and meanings remain unexplored. More
powerfully than any other visual modality, this image of 'everywhere' supports our idea of a
world-view, yet it is one that continues to be transformed as technologies are invented and refined.



This innovative volume, edited by Mark Dorrian and Frederic Pousin, offers an unprecedented range
of discussions on the aerial view, covering topics from sixteenth-century Roman maps to the
Luftwaffe's aerial survey of Warsaw to Google Earth. Underpinned by a cross-disciplinary approach
that draws together diverse and previously isolated material, this volume examines the politics and
poetics of the aerial view in relation to architecture, art, film, literature, photography and urbanism
and explores its role in areas such as aesthetics and epistemology. Structured through a series of
detailed case studies, this book builds into a cultural history of the aerial imagination.

stephen shore uncommon places: Uncommon Places Stephen Shore, Gerry Badger, 2002

stephen shore uncommon places: The Mysteries Of Light: Illumination, Intention and Desire
In Photobooks Robert Dunn, 2023-05-01 The Mysteries of Light is an original literary meditation on
the significance and meaning of photobooks. Written by a photographer and novelist, the book
brings a strong new light to the photobook phenomenon. It’s a mix of personal stories and
examinations of such great artists as Robert Frank, Daido Moriyama, Saul Leiter, Alec Soth,
Masahisa Fukase, and Christer Stromholm, as well as newcomers Daisuke Yokota, Laura El-Tantawy,
and Jason Eskenazi. The Mysteries of Light is personal and passionate, fun, lively, informative,
inspiring, and will help you understand photobooks—and get you jazzed about them—in a whole new
way.

stephen shore uncommon places: Photography after Postmodernism David Bate,
2022-08-19 In life after postmodernism our conception of photography is not the same as before.
Photography After Postmodernism starts with this conception and explores what changes have
affected photography, its relation to social life and our image-centred culture. Engaging with the
visual environment and issues that have emerged in the postmodern world, David Bate introduces
fresh approaches and analysis of photographs and their place within the aftermath of postmodernist
thought. The book shows how photographs circulate in an 'image-world' beyond their art or media
origins that deeply affects our sense of time and relation to memory. The role of archives, dreams,
memories and time are deployed to develop and resituate arguments about photography made by
Roland Barthes in Camera Lucida to further engage and understand our contemporary condition. By
considering how ‘afterwardness’ is invoked in the developments of modern and contemporary
photography, Bate demonstrates the complex ways in which photographic images resonate across
public and private spaces, while carrying a slippage of meaning that is never quite fixed, yet always
contingent and social. The approach shows how modernist photography was already invested in
values that its discourse could not enunciate, which resonates with much contemporary photography
today. Featuring a range of historical and contemporary images, the book offers detailed and
innovative readings of specific photographs which open new avenues of thought for those studying
and researching visual culture and photography.

stephen shore uncommon places: Where We Live Judith Keller, Anne Lacoste, 2006 This is a
collection of more than 150 images from the Bruce and Nancy Berman Collection of contempory
photographs. These images concentrate on the American landsape and the people and structures to
be found in it.

stephen shore uncommon places: Architecture and the Unconscious John Shannon Hendrix,
Lorens Eyan Holm, 2016-06-17 There are a number of recent texts that draw on psychoanalytic
theory as an interpretative approach for understanding architecture, or that use the formal and
social logics of architecture for understanding the psyche. But there remains work to be done in
bringing what largely amounts to a series of independent voices, into a discourse that is greater than
the sum of its parts, in the way that, say, the architect Peter Eisenman was able to do with the
architecture of deconstruction or that the historian Manfredo Tafuri was able to do with the Marxist
critique of architecture. The discourse of the present volume focuses specifically for the first time on
the subject of the unconscious in relation to the design, perception, and understanding of
architecture. It brings together an international group of contributors, who provide informed and
varied points of view on the role of the unconscious in architectural design and theory and, in doing
so, expand architectural theory to unexplored areas, enriching architecture in relation to the




humanities. The book explores how architecture engages dreams, desires, imagination, memory, and
emotions, how architecture can appeal to a broader scope of human experience and identity.
Beginning by examining the historical development of the engagement of the unconscious in
architectural discourse, and the current and historical, theoretical and practical, intersections of
architecture and psychoanalysis, the volume also analyses the city and the urban condition.

stephen shore uncommon places: Photographic Travel Books Daniele Méaux, 2017-07-24
Since early in its history, photography has been used by a diversity of travellers, whose collected
photographs have been compiled into albums. But Photographic Travel as a genre of art did not
appear before the second half of the twentieth century, and had a singular fate and fortune in the US
as well as in Europe. The initial objective of some itinerant photographers is to make a book; their
shooting practice is conditioned by this objective, as well as their travel experience. Their books -
designed as one coherent hole - refer to their wandering experience, even though their stories are
never completely free from fiction. In these books, their travels are converged, and their subjectivity
is revealed. It is therefore relevant to call such books made of photographies, and possibly words
about the travel experience, Photographic Travel books (comparably to Travel books). Daniele
Méaux has tackled the task of characterizing this genre.

stephen shore uncommon places: The Next Thing Pablo Baler, 2013-06-12 The Next Thing:
Art in the Twenty-first Century is a highly visual collection of essays about the future of art and the
art of the future. This anthology brings together writings by world-renown theorists, artists, critics,
novelists and philosophers, all of them engaged in current discussions about new and emerging
artistic trends and sensibilities. From “post-human” installations, to transgenic experimentations,
from tele-presence performance, to nano design, digital-fiction, virtual urbanism or “guerilla art”,
new tendencies, are redefining both the boundaries of Meaning and what it means to be Human. The
essays comprising The Next Thing identify the impact of these new trends and anticipate possible
zeitgeists that will define our century. This anthology counts with contributions by Stelarc, Liliana
Porter, Ana Tiscornia, Mieke Bal, Polona Tratnik, Hagi Kenaan, Sue “Johnny” Golding, Pablo Baler,
Mark Axelrod, Glenn Harper, Jan Garden Castro, Salima Hashmi, Rashid Rana, Huma Mulji, Ajesha
Jatoi, Quddus Mirza, and Naazish Ata-Ullah. Like the artworks here discussed, the book itself is
endowed with a transformative power and a subversive understanding of the limits of human
identity. The Next Thing challenges perception, defies our imagination and pushes the boundaries of
both ethics and aesthetics. For more information on The Next Thing and Pablo Baler, please visit:
http://www.pablobaler.com/.

stephen shore uncommon places: Photography and the Non-Place Jim Brogden, 2019-01-31
This book presents a critical and aesthetic defence of “non-place” as an act of cultural reclamation.
Through the restorative properties of photography, it re-conceptualises the cultural significance of
non-place. The non-place is often referred to as “wasteland”, and is usually avoided. The sites
investigated in this book are located where access and ownership are often ambiguous or in dispute;
they are places of cultural forgetting. Drawing on the author’s own photographic research-led
practice, as well as material from photographers such as Ed Ruscha, Joel Sternfeld and Richard
Misrach, this study employs a deliberately allusive intertexuality to offer a unique insight into the
contested notions surrounding landscape representation. Ultimately, it argues that the non-place has
the potential to reveal a version of England that raises questions about identity, loss, memory,
landscape valorisation, and, perhaps most importantly, how we are to arrive at a more meaningful
place.
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