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My Promised Land: The Triumph and Tragedy of Israel

Israel’s history is a compelling narrative of resilience, conflict, hope, and complex geopolitics. The
book "My Promised Land: The Triumph and Tragedy of Israel" by Ari Shavit offers an in-depth
exploration of this multifaceted nation, blending personal stories with historical analysis. This article
delves into the key themes, historical milestones, and ongoing challenges highlighted in the book,
providing an informative and SEO-optimized overview of Israel's unique journey.

---

Introduction to "My Promised Land"

"My Promised Land" is a critically acclaimed work by Israeli journalist Ari Shavit, published in 2013.
The book examines Israel’s past and present, capturing the triumphs and tragedies that have shaped
the nation. Through personal anecdotes, interviews, and historical context, Shavit offers readers a
nuanced understanding of what it means to be Israeli and the complex realities of statehood,
identity, and morality.

Key themes of the book include:

- The founding of Israel and its early struggles
- The Israeli-Palestinian conflict
- The ethical dilemmas faced by Israelis
- The diverse fabric of Israeli society
- The ongoing quest for peace and security

---

The Historical Foundations of Israel

The Birth of the State
Israel declared independence on May 14, 1948, following decades of Zionist movement efforts and
the end of British Mandate rule. The establishment was met with immediate conflict as neighboring
Arab countries rejected the new state, leading to the Arab-Israeli War of 1948-1949.

Key events:

- The Balfour Declaration (1917): British support for a Jewish homeland in Palestine
- The UN Partition Plan (1947): Proposal to divide Palestine into Jewish and Arab states



- The Arab-Israeli War (1948): Israel's fight for survival and territorial expansion

Migration and Settlement
Post-1948, Israel experienced waves of Jewish immigration from Europe, the Middle East, and North
Africa, shaping its demographic and cultural landscape.

Major waves include:

- Holocaust survivors fleeing Europe
- Jews from Arab countries facing expulsion or persecution
- Immigration from the former Soviet Union in the 1990s

---

The Triumphs of Israel

Technological and Economic Advancements
Israel is often dubbed the "Start-Up Nation" due to its impressive technological innovation and
economic growth.

Achievements include:

- Pioneering in fields such as cybersecurity, agriculture, and medicine
- Development of cutting-edge startups and tech companies
- Major contributions to scientific research and innovation

Military and Security Achievements
Despite ongoing threats, Israel has developed a formidable military capability, ensuring its security
and sovereignty.

Key points:

- The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) as a highly trained and technologically advanced military
- The Iron Dome missile defense system protecting against rocket attacks
- Strategic alliances, especially with the United States

Diplomatic Relations and Peace Treaties
While the Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains unresolved, Israel has achieved peace agreements with
several neighboring states.

Notable treaties:



- The Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty (1979)
- The Israel-Jordan Peace Treaty (1994)
- The Abraham Accords (2020): Normalization agreements with UAE, Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco

---

The Tragedies and Challenges Faced by Israel

The Palestinian Conflict and Displacement
The core tragedy lies in the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict, rooted in competing narratives and
territorial disputes.

Key issues include:

- The Palestinian refugee crisis
- The occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip
- The construction of settlements in disputed territories

Internal Divisions and Societal Tensions
Israeli society is diverse, comprising secular and religious communities, Jews of various ethnic
backgrounds, and Arab minorities.

Challenges include:

- Religious and political polarization
- Inequality between different groups
- Debates over the role of religion in state affairs

Ethical Dilemmas and Moral Complexities
The book highlights the moral ambiguities faced by Israelis, especially regarding military actions
and treatment of Palestinians.

Examples:

- The use of force in military operations
- Human rights concerns in the occupied territories
- Balancing security needs with democratic values

---



Personal Stories and National Identity

A distinctive feature of Shavit’s book is its focus on individual narratives that embody the Israeli
experience.

Notable stories include:

- A pioneer settling in the Negev desert
- A Holocaust survivor building a new life in Israel
- An Arab citizen navigating identity and loyalty

These stories reveal the personal sacrifices, hopes, and dilemmas that define Israeli life.

---

The Ongoing Search for Peace and Stability

Israel’s future hinges on resolving its conflicts and building a sustainable peace.

Key initiatives and hopes involve:

- Negotiations for a two-state solution
- Grassroots peace movements
- International diplomatic efforts

Despite setbacks, many Israelis and Palestinians remain committed to dialogue and coexistence.

---

Conclusion: Reflecting on Triumph and Tragedy

"My Promised Land" encapsulates the complex reality of Israel—a nation forged through
perseverance and innovation, yet scarred by conflict and moral dilemmas. Ari Shavit’s nuanced
storytelling invites readers to understand the multifaceted nature of Israeli identity, emphasizing
that the nation’s triumphs are intertwined with profound tragedies. Recognizing this duality is
essential for anyone seeking a comprehensive understanding of Israel’s past, present, and future.

---

Why Read "My Promised Land"?

- Gain historical insight into Israel's formation and development
- Understand the personal and collective struggles faced by Israelis and Palestinians



- Explore the ethical questions surrounding conflict and nation-building
- Appreciate the diversity and resilience of Israeli society
- Stay informed about ongoing peace efforts and geopolitical challenges

---

Final Thoughts

The story of Israel is far from simple; it is a tapestry woven with threads of triumph, tragedy, hope,
and despair. "My Promised Land" by Ari Shavit offers an essential perspective on this remarkable
nation, urging readers to see beyond headlines and political rhetoric. By embracing the complexity
and human stories behind the headlines, we can foster greater understanding and empathy toward
one of the most contested and fascinating countries in the world.

---

Keywords: Israel history, Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Ari Shavit, My Promised Land review, Israel
triumph and tragedy, Israeli society, peace in Israel, Israeli innovation, Middle East peace, Israeli
history and politics

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'My Promised Land: The
Triumph and Tragedy of Israel'?
The book explores the complex history of Israel, including its founding, struggles, achievements, and
the ongoing conflicts, highlighting themes of nationalism, identity, conflict, and resilience.

Who is the author of 'My Promised Land: The Triumph and
Tragedy of Israel'?
The book is written by Ari Shavit, an Israeli journalist and historian known for his in-depth analysis
of Israeli society and history.

How does 'My Promised Land' address the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict?
The book provides a nuanced perspective on the conflict, examining both Israeli and Palestinian
narratives, historical events, and the moral dilemmas faced by both sides, aiming to foster
understanding and dialogue.

What impact has 'My Promised Land' had on readers and



critics?
The book has been widely praised for its honest and compelling storytelling, winning awards and
sparking discussions about Israel's history, identity, and future, though it has also faced criticism
from some who disagree with its perspectives.

Is 'My Promised Land' suitable for readers unfamiliar with
Israeli history?
Yes, the book is accessible to a broad audience, providing historical context and personal stories that
help readers unfamiliar with Israeli history understand its complexities and significance.

Additional Resources
My Promised Land: The Triumph and Tragedy of Israel — An In-Depth Review

Israel’s story is one of remarkable resilience, profound complexity, and enduring controversy. As a
nation born from a tumultuous history, its narrative encapsulates extraordinary triumphs alongside
tragic episodes, making it one of the most compelling geopolitical entities of the modern era. In this
comprehensive review, we explore "My Promised Land: The Triumph and Tragedy of Israel" — a
work that attempts to encapsulate this intricate history, blending historical analysis, personal
stories, and critical insights.

---

Introduction: The Significance of Israel’s Narrative

Israel’s emergence in 1948 as a modern state marked a turning point in Middle Eastern history. It is
a story rooted in millennia of cultural and religious significance, yet shaped profoundly by 20th-
century political upheaval, colonial legacies, and the enduring Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Understanding Israel’s journey requires not only an examination of its triumphs—such as nation-
building, technological innovation, and democratic resilience—but also acknowledging the tragedies
that have accompanied its rise, including displacement, violence, and ongoing disputes.

"My Promised Land" by Ari Shavit, the Israeli author and journalist, offers an introspective and
nuanced exploration of this complex history. It blends narrative journalism, personal memoir, and
historical analysis to deliver an in-depth perspective on what it means to be Israeli and the moral
dilemmas faced by the state.

---

Historical Foundations: The Birth of a Nation



The Zionist Dream and Early Settlements

The roots of modern Israel are anchored in the Zionist movement of the late 19th century. This
ideological push aimed to establish a Jewish homeland in Palestine, then part of the Ottoman
Empire. Key elements of this era include:

- The First Aliyah (1882-1903): Waves of Jewish immigrants, motivated by anti-Semitism and
nationalist aspirations, began settling in Palestine.
- The Balfour Declaration (1917): The British government expressed support for a Jewish homeland
in Palestine, shaping international expectations.
- The Establishment of Kibbutzim: Collective agricultural communities symbolized pioneering spirit
and communal resilience.

These foundational efforts set the stage for subsequent waves of immigration, particularly following
the rise of Nazism in Europe, which increased Jewish refugees seeking safety in Palestine.

The British Mandate and Rising Tensions

The period of British control (1920-1948) was marked by escalating tensions between Jews and
Arabs, fueled by conflicting nationalisms:

- Arab Opposition: Palestinian Arabs opposed Jewish immigration, fearing displacement and loss of
sovereignty.
- Jewish Resistance: Jewish militias, like the Haganah, organized defenses and clandestine
operations.
- Partition Plans: The United Nations proposed a partition plan in 1947, recommending separate
Jewish and Arab states, which was accepted by Jewish leaders but rejected by Arab nations.

The culmination of these tensions led to the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, immediately after Israel declared
independence.

---

Triumphs of the Israeli State

Nation-Building and Statehood

Despite being a newly established state amid regional hostility, Israel quickly undertook ambitious
efforts to forge a functioning society:

- Immigration and Demography: Rapid absorption of Jewish immigrants from Europe, North Africa,
and the Middle East.
- Institutional Development: Establishment of government institutions, the military, and
infrastructure.



- International Recognition: Gaining recognition from multiple countries, including the United States
and Soviet Union.

This rapid nation-building laid the foundation for Israel’s resilience and growth.

Technological and Economic Innovation

Israel’s triumphs extend into technological and economic spheres, often termed the “Start-Up
Nation” phenomenon:

- Tech Industry: Pioneering developments in cybersecurity, medical technology, and agriculture
(notably drip irrigation).
- Military Innovation: Advanced defense systems like the Iron Dome missile defense shield.
- Agricultural Advancements: Transforming arid land into productive farmland through innovative
techniques.

These achievements have bolstered Israel’s global standing and economic stability.

Democratic Resilience and Cultural Flourishing

Despite regional instability, Israel maintains a vibrant democracy:

- Political System: A parliamentary democracy with regular elections and active civic engagement.
- Cultural Scene: Flourishing arts, literature, and academic institutions reflecting diverse Jewish,
Arab, and other communities.
- Religious and Historical Preservation: Preservation of religious sites and cultural heritage,
attracting pilgrims and tourists worldwide.

This resilience underscores Israel’s capacity to thrive amid adversity.

---

Tragedies and Challenges: The Darker Chapters

The Palestinian Displacement and Refugee Crisis

One of the most profound tragedies in Israel’s history is the displacement of hundreds of thousands
of Palestinians during the 1948 Arab-Israeli war, an event Palestinians refer to as the Nakba
(“catastrophe”). Key issues include:

- Refugee Camps: Ongoing refugee status for millions, with limited rights and uncertain future.
- Loss of Homeland: Dislocation from ancestral lands, fueling grievances and resistance.
- Narrative Divide: Diverging historical narratives that continue to fuel tensions.



The unresolved Palestinian question remains central to Israel’s internal and external challenges.

The Arab-Israeli Conflicts and Wars

Beyond 1948, Israel has faced multiple wars and conflicts:

- Six-Day War (1967): Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza Strip, Golan Heights, and Sinai,
expanding its territory but escalating tensions.
- Yom Kippur War (1973): A surprise attack by Egypt and Syria challenged Israel’s security.
- Intifadas and Gaza Conflicts: Palestinian uprisings and military operations have resulted in
significant casualties and humanitarian crises.

These conflicts have exacted a heavy human toll and have complicated peace efforts.

Internal Divisions and Societal Struggles

Within Israel, societal divisions mirror its external conflicts:

- Ethnic and Religious Diversity: Tensions between secular and religious Jews, Arab citizens, Druze,
and others.
- Economic Disparities: Socioeconomic gaps between different communities.
- Security versus Democracy: Balancing security measures with civil liberties, especially in conflict
zones.

These internal struggles complicate the nation’s pursuit of peace and stability.

---

The Complexity of Moral and Ethical Dilemmas

"My Promised Land" delves deeply into the moral ambiguities faced by Israelis and Palestinians
alike. The narrative emphasizes that the story isn’t simply one of triumph or tragedy but a complex
interplay of both:

- Security versus Human Rights: The challenge of ensuring security while respecting Palestinian
rights.
- Historical Narratives: Competing stories of victimhood, sovereignty, and justice.
- Moral Responsibility: The debate over actions taken during wars, settlement policies, and military
operations.

The author advocates for understanding these dilemmas without simplistic judgments, emphasizing
empathy and dialogue.

---



Conclusion: Reflecting on the Land of Promises

Israel’s story, as presented in "My Promised Land," is a testament to human resilience, ingenuity,
and the enduring quest for a homeland. Yet, it is equally a cautionary tale of the costs of conflict,
displacement, and unresolved grievances. The nation’s triumphs — from technological innovations to
democratic resilience — are remarkable; however, they are inextricably linked to profound tragedies
that continue to shape its identity.

This nuanced exploration challenges readers to consider the deeply rooted narratives, moral
complexities, and ongoing struggles that define Israel. It underscores that the land—the Promised
Land—is not just a territory but a symbol of hope intertwined with sorrow, achievement intertwined
with loss.

For anyone seeking a comprehensive understanding of Israel’s multifaceted history, "My Promised
Land" offers an essential perspective—an honest, empathetic, and thought-provoking reflection on
the triumphs and tragedies that continue to define this remarkable country.

My Promised Land The Triumph And Tragedy Of Israel

  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: My Promised Land Ari Shavit,
2015-02-03 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW AND
ECONOMIST BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR “A deeply reported, deeply personal history of Zionism and
Israel that does something few books even attempt: It balances the strength and weakness, the
idealism and the brutality, the hope and the horror, that has always been at Zionism’s heart.”—Ezra
Klein, The New York Times Winner of the Natan Book Award, the National Jewish Book Award, and
the Anisfield-Wolf Book Award Ari Shavit’s riveting work, now updated with new material, draws on
historical documents, interviews, and private diaries and letters, as well as his own family’s story, to
create a narrative larger than the sum of its parts: both personal and of profound historical
dimension. As he examines the complexities and contradictions of the Israeli condition, Shavit asks
difficult but important questions: Why did Israel come to be? How did it come to be? Can it survive?
Culminating with an analysis of the issues and threats that Israel is facing, My Promised Land uses
the defining events of the past to shed new light on the present. Shavit’s analysis of Israeli history
provides a landmark portrait of a small, vibrant country living on the edge, whose identity and
presence play a crucial role in today’s global political landscape.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: Beyond Christian Zionism Ian
Stackhouse, 2024-05-16 Beyond Christian Zionism tracks the journey of a Christian
pastor/theologian from his initial enthusiasm for Christian Zionism in the heady days of the early
1980s, to something approximating a volte-face as a result of hermeneutical revision and political
engagement. Given that the church he has pastored for the last twenty years was once an epicenter
of Christian Zionism, and is now a multi-ethnic community, the travelogue is as much a reflection on
the mission and unity of the Christian community as it is upon the politics of the Middle East. But
given the ongoing conflict in the Holy Land, it also carries a prophetic note of warning to lay aside
theological fundamentalism and to engage in the painstaking work of peacemaking.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: Normalizing Occupation Marco
Allegra, Ariel Handel, Erez Maggor, 2017-01-09 Essays that analyze the integration and segregation
processes that are an integral part of the broader historical trends shaping Israel/Palestine.
Controversy surrounds Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank, and the radical national and
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religious agendas at play there have come to define the area in the minds of many. This study,
however, provides an alternative framework for understanding the process of “normalization” in the
life of Jewish residents. Considering a wider range of historical and structural factors in which the
colonization of the West Bank developed, it allows placing its origins and everyday reality into a
wider perspective. The works collected consider the transformation of the landscape, the patterns of
relationships shared by the region’s residents, Palestinian and Jewish alike, and the lasting effects of
Israel’s settlement policy. Stressed in particular are such factors as urban planning, rising inequality
and the retreat of the welfare state, and the changing political economy of industry and employment.
Contributions by Lee Cahaner, Honaida Ghanim, Ruthie Ginsburg, Daniel Gutwien, Assaf Harel, Miki
Kratsman, David Newman, Amir Paz-Fuchs, Wendy Pullan, Yael Ronen, Erez Tzfadia, Hadas Weiss
and Haim Yacobi “The settlements are studied in their full diversity and heterogeneity, shattering a
common prejudice to look mainly at the religious-nationalist, ideologically driven among them. The
authors show in detail how the colonization project involves communities and agents coming from all
sectors of Israeli society.” —Ariella Azoulay, author of Potential History
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: Broken Promises. Promised Land.
Thomas Baran, 2023-12-15 In Broken Promises. Promised Land, delve into the heart of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict through the poignant lens of the Palestinian narrative. This compelling
account unravels the complexities of the longstanding struggle, offering a gripping portrayal of
historical events and their reverberations in the present. From the historically significant Nakba to
the recent events unfolding in the Gaza Strip, this book presents a powerful exploration of the
challenges faced by the Palestinian people. Gain insight into the human stories, the resilient spirit,
and the untold experiences that lie at the core of this enduring conflict. With a focus on recent
events in the Gaza Strip, the book provides a timely and thought-provoking analysis, shedding light
on the impact of broken promises and the quest for justice. It invites readers to question, reflect, and
engage with the multifaceted layers of a conflict that continues to shape the lives of those living in
the Promised Land. Broken Promises. Promised Land is a testament to the strength of the human
spirit amidst adversity, urging readers to confront the complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
through the eyes of those who have endured its impact. This book is a call for empathy,
understanding, and a renewed commitment to seeking a just and lasting resolution in the region.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: The Routledge Handbook of the
History of Settler Colonialism Edward Cavanagh, Lorenzo Veracini, 2016-08-12 The Routledge
Handbook of the History of Settler Colonialism examines the global history of settler colonialism as a
distinct mode of domination from ancient times to the present day. It explores the ways in which
new polities were established in freshly discovered ‘New Worlds’, and covers the history of many
countries, including Australia, New Zealand, Israel, Japan, South Africa, Liberia, Algeria, Canada,
and the USA. Chronologically as well as geographically wide-reaching, this volume focuses on an
extensive array of topics and regions ranging from settler colonialism in the Neo-Assyrian and
Roman empires, to relationships between indigenes and newcomers in New Spain and the early
Mexican republic, to the settler-dominated polities of Africa during the twentieth century. Its
twenty-nine inter-disciplinary chapters focus on single colonies or on regional developments that
straddle the borders of present-day states, on successful settlements that would go on to become
powerful settler nations, on failed settler colonies, and on the historiographies of these experiences.
Taking a fundamentally international approach to the topic, this book analyses the varied
experiences of settler colonialism in countries around the world. With a synthesizing yet original
introduction, this is a landmark contribution to the emerging field of settler colonial studies and will
be a valuable resource for anyone interested in the global history of imperialism and colonialism.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: Essays Reflecting the Art of Political
and Social Analysis Lawrence Davidson, 2018-08-27 In 2011, Lawrence Davidson founded his
website, tothepointanalyses.com, as a home for his brief essays on contemporary issues touching on
US domestic and foreign policy. Over the last few years, Davidson's analytic reflections on
contemporary politics have garnered over six million views. Now, for the first time, these essays are



collected together to form a coherent, punchy look at American Politics in 2018. Contextualized by a
new prologue and new conclusion, as well as updated with new material throughout, these essays
provide a cogent demonstration of the power of analytical thinking to create clear and
understandable descriptions of issues that impact us all, but are most often obfuscated by
propaganda, lying by omission, or other forms of distortion. For those who encounter this work, it is
hoped that they will come away with a clearer, if not happier, idea of what sort of world we are all
living in.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: Crossing Boundaries in the Americas,
Vietnam, and the Middle East Ron Young, 2014-10-08 Crossing Boundaries in the Americas,
Vietnam, and the Middle East is the personal, yet profoundly political first-person account of one
man's unique interracial and interfaith leadership roles over five decades in movements for civil
rights, against the Vietnam War, and for Arab-Israeli-Palestinian peace. Ron Young's story, told with
honesty, humility, and humor, gives an insider view of key events in these movements and
personalizes a significant strain of modern American history not often afforded sufficient attention in
either the textbooks or the mainstream press. This book is an important read for anyone interested
in these issues and movements. It should be recommended reading for students in colleges and high
schools.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: Beyond Jewish Identity Jon A.
Levisohn, Ari Y. Kelman, 2019-12-31 There is something deeply problematic about the ways that
Jews, particularly in America, talk about “Jewish identity” as a desired outcome of Jewish education.
For many, the idea that the purpose of Jewish education is to strengthen Jewish identity is so obvious
that it hardly seems worth disputing—and the only important question is which kinds of Jewish
education do that work more effectively or more efficiently. But what does it mean to “strengthen
Jewish identity”? Why do Jewish educators, policy-makers and philanthropists talk that way? What
do they assume, about Jewish education or about Jewish identity, when they use formulations like
“strengthen Jewish identity”? And what are the costs of doing so? This volume, the first collection to
examine critically the relationship between Jewish education and Jewish identity, makes two
important interventions. First, it offers a critical assessment of the relationship between education
and identity, arguing that the reification of identity has hampered much educational creativity in the
pursuit of this goal, and that the nearly ubiquitous employment of the term obscures significant
questions about what Jewish education is and ought to be. Second, this volume offers thoughtful
responses that are not merely synonymous replacements for “identity,” suggesting new possibilities
for how to think about the purposes and desired outcomes of Jewish education, potentially
contributing to any number of new conversations about the relationship between Jewish education
and Jewish life.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: Routledge Handbook on Israeli
Security Stuart A. Cohen, Aharon Klieman, 2018-10-17 The Routledge Handbook on Israeli Security
provides an authoritative survey of both the historical roots of Israel’s national security concerns
and their principal contemporary expressions. Following an introduction setting out its central
themes, the Handbook comprises 27 independent chapters, all written by experts in their fields,
several of whom possess first-hand diplomatic and/or military experience at senior levels. An
especially noteworthy feature of this volume is the space allotted to analyses of the impact of
security challenges not just on Israel’s diplomatic and military postures (nuclear as well as
conventional) but also on its cultural life and societal behavior. Specifically, it aims to fulfill three
principal needs. The first is to illustrate the dynamic nature of Israel's security concerns and the
ways in which they have evolved in response to changes in the country's diplomatic and
geo-strategic environment, changes that have been further fueled by technological, economic and
demographic transformations; Second, the book aims to examine how the evolving character of
Israel's security challenges has generated multiple – and sometimes conflicting – interpretations of
the very concept of security, resulting in a series of dialogues both within Israeli society and
between Israelis and their friends and allies abroad; Finally, it also discusses how areas of private



and public life elsewhere considered inherently civilian and unrelated to security, such as artistic
and cultural institutions, nevertheless do mirror the broader legal, economic and cultural
consequences of this Israeli preoccupation with national security. This comprehensive and
up-to-date collection of studies provides an authoritative and interdisciplinary guide to both the
dynamism of Israel’s security dilemmas and to their multiple impacts on Israeli society. In addition
to its insights and appeal for all people and countries forced to address the security issue in today’s
world, this Handbook is a valuable resource for upper-level undergraduates and researchers with an
interest in the Middle East and Israeli politics, international relations and security studies.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: The Government and Politics of the
Middle East and North Africa Mark Gasiorowski, 2016-08-02 A comprehensive country-by-country
examination of the history, domestic politics, and foreign policies of the Middle East and North
Africa.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: The Future of the Occupation of the
Palestinian Territories after Gaza Erwin van Veen, 2025-08-19 This open access book outlines four
scenarios for the future of Israeli occupation of the Palestinian Territories as a broad canvas on
which the interests, roles and perspectives of the key stakeholders involved in occupation are
subsequently painted. An indirect result of 58 years of Israeli occupation of the Palestinian
Territories, the Hamas attack on Israel of 7 October 2023 and the ensuing Israeli military campaign
have greatly worsened Palestinian security in the short term, and Israeli security in the long term.
Durable prospects for achieving reconciliation and peace are now shrouded in uncertainty, as
political forces and views on both sides are likely to polarize and radicalize even further. October 7
and its aftermath have also introduced new uncertainties about the future nature of Israeli
annexation and the modalities as well as extent of Palestinian resistance. Old frames have lost much
of their validity, such as the Oslo agreements or even the logic underpinning security cooperation
between the Palestinian Authority and the Israeli military. The book aims to improve our
understanding of the post-October 7 context of occupation and the initiatives required to end it in
the future. Ultimately, the book’s intention is to shake up complacent policies and debates about the
occupation of the Palestinian Territories by providing a more realistic basis for both reflection and
action. While short-form analysis (e.g. blogs, essays and briefs) of October 7 and the ensuing events
have proliferated, there has been little to no comprehensive analysis of the significance of these
events for the future of occupation. Using the method of scenario planning to develop an analytical
baseline, the added value of this book is that it offers a multi-dimensional consideration of this
question both through the range of stakeholders it covers and the variety of its authors with respect
to their research focus and perspective.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: Etgar Keret’s Literature and the Ethos
of Coping with Holocaust Remembrance Yael Seliger, 2024-01-16 This book highlights the need for a
shift from thinking in terms of memories of traumatic events, to changeable modes of remembrance.
The call for a fundamental change in approaches to commemorative remembrance is exemplified in
literature written by the internationally acclaimed writer, Etgar Keret. Considered the most
influential Israeli voice of his generation, Keret’s storytelling is in congruence with postmodern
thinking. Through transferring remembrance of the Holocaust from stagnant Holocaust
commemoration—museums and commemorative ceremonies—to unconventional settings, such as
youngsters playing soccer or being forced to venture outdoors in a COVID-19 pandemic
environment, Keret’s storytelling ushers in a unique approach to coping with remembrance of
historical catastrophes. The book is a valuable resource for students and scholars interested in
pursuing the subjects of Etgar Keret’s artistry, and literature written in a post modern, post
Holocaust milieu about personal and collective traumatic remembrance.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: Regional Cases in U.S. Foreign Policy
Donald M. Snow, 2017-05-01 Regional Cases in U.S. Foreign Policy is the perfect accompaniment to
U.S. Foreign Policy: Back to the Water's Edge. It provides micro-level bilateral interactions among
specific states—material that is often ignored or downplayed in more general treatments of the



subject. Each of the seven chapters is devoted to a region of the world in which the United States
conducts significant foreign policy. Each chapter features case studies of American interaction with
two different countries in that region, allowing students the opportunity to compare policy
interactions across—as well as within—particular regions.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: A New History of Redemption Gerald
R. McDermott, 2024-03-19 Southwestern Journal of Theology 2024 Book Award (Honorable Mention,
Church History / Historical Theology / Biography) Although Jesus's work of redemption is often
viewed as a singular event, a careful examination of Scripture reveals that the Messiah began his
redemptive work just after the fall and will continue it to the end of the world. In the spirit of
Jonathan Edwards's History of the Work of Redemption, distinguished theologian Gerald McDermott
traces the progress of redemption throughout the Bible and Church history. This book connects the
dots surrounding Israel, redemption by the Jewish Messiah, secular and sacred history, the world
religions, and Jewish-Christian worship through liturgy and sacraments. It shows how Jesus as
Messiah was redeeming throughout Old Testament history, and it carries that story up through the
last two millennia. McDermott contends that it is only through a historical examination of the
Messiah's redemption amid the turmoil of the world and the worship of his people that one can best
see God's beauty.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: Beneath the Surface of Things
Wade Davis, 2024-04-30 “Wade Davis is a true wayfinder, and these essays offer new insight into his
visionary approach to culture, landscape, and the planet he loves as fiercely as any writer working
today.”—John Vaillant, author of Fire Weather A timely and eclectic collection from one of the
foremost thinkers of our time, “a powerful, penetrating and immensely knowledgeable writer” (The
Guardian). The essays in this collection came about during the unhurried months when one who had
traveled incessantly was obliged to stay still, even as events flared on all sides in a world that never
stops moving. Wade Davis brings his unique cultural perspective to such varied topics as the
demonization of coca, the sacred plant of the Inca; the Great War and the birth of modernity; the
British conquest of Everest; the endless conflict in the Middle East; reaching beyond climate fear
and trepidation; on the meaning of the sacred. His essay, “The Unraveling of America,” first
published in Rolling Stone, attracted five million readers and generated 362 million social media
impressions. Media interest in the story was sustained over many weeks, with interview requests
coming in from 23 countries. The anthropological lens, as Davis demonstrates, reveals what lies
beneath the surface of things, allowing us to see, and to seek, the wisdom of the middle way, a
perspective of promise and hope that all of the essays in this collection aspire to convey. “Wade
Davis has a gift for saying the unsayable. He’s a fearless explorer in the intellectual world, as in the
physical. His refusal to embrace conventional wisdom on climate change, for example, and instead
think through the issue for himself, is a model of independent thinking. Even when I disagree with
Wade, as with some of his bleak comments about the United States, I’m grateful for his voice. We
usually live on the surface of ideas when we talk about issues such as war and racism; Wade takes us
far deeper.”—David Ignatius, columnist and associate editor, Washington Post
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: Arabs and Israelis Abdel Monem Said
Aly, Shai Feldman, Khalil Shikaki, 2022-08-04 Lasting over 120 years, the Arab-Israeli conflict
involves divergent narratives about history, national identities, land ownership, injustices and
victimhood. Domestic forces and actors as well as international and regional dynamics have ensured
the conflict's durability. A distinguished team of authors comprising an Israeli, a Palestinian and an
Egyptian present a broader Arab perspective in this innovative textbook that offers a balanced and
nuanced introduction to a highly contentious subject. Providing an overview of key developments in
the history of the conflict, it explores attempts at resolution, before going on to portray the
perspectives of the important parties. It places the events of the conflict within a regional and
international context, providing an invaluable insight into the opposing narratives behind the
conflict. The much-anticipated second edition of Arabs and Israelis includes: - Up-to-date coverage of
key developments since the Arab Awakening, including the shifting pattern in relations from Obama



to Trump, the Abraham Accords, the fall of Netanyahu and the resurgence of the war in early 2021. -
Brand new 'Key Developments', 'Key Documents' and 'Key Figures' feature boxes to help students
zoom in on landmark events, policies and actors throughout history. - Detailed full colour maps,
timelines and photos to visually complement the text. - A rich companion website including
interactive timelines and maps, discussion questions, chapter summaries and more. A
comprehensive and engaging account of the Arab-Israeli conflict, it is the ideal companion for
students at undergraduate and postgraduate level taking History, Politics and Middle Eastern
Studies degrees.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: Judaism I Michael Tilly, Burton L.
Visotzky, 2021-01-13 Judaism, the oldest of the Abrahamic religions, is one of the pillars of modern
civilization. A collective of internationally renowned experts cooperated in a singular academic
enterprise to portray Judaism from its transformation as a Temple cult to its broad contemporary
varieties. In three volumes the long-running book series Die Religionen der Menschheit (Religions of
Humanity) presents for the first time a complete and compelling view on Jewish life now and then - a
fascinating portrait of the Jewish people with its ability to adapt itself to most different cultural
settings, always maintaining its strong and unique identity. Volume I provides a global view on
Jewish history from antiquity, the middle ages, to contemporary history.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: The Zionist Ideas Gil Troy, 2018-04-01
Published by the University of Nebraska Press as a Jewish Publication Society book.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: The Witness of Religion in an Age of
Fear Michael Kinnamon, 2017-03-10 We live in a world driven by fear. But should we allow fear to
play such a large role in our lives? According to the religions of the world, the answer is no. In this
helpful and illuminating book, Michael Kinnamon challenges readers to consider why we find
ourselves in this age of fear and what we can do about it. Drawing on support from a diversity of
religious traditions and teachers, Kinnamon argues that religious faith is the best way to combat a
culture of fear. He explores fear in relation to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the American
political scene, and he shares courageous examples of individuals from different religions working
for peace. Perfect for individuals or group study, this book helps readers understand the
manipulative power of fear and how religious beliefs call us to reject fear at all costs. A study guide
is included.
  my promised land the triumph and tragedy of israel: Another Kind of War John A. Lynn,
2019-07-23 An accessible and comprehensive history of terrorism from ancient times to the present
In the years since 9/11, there has been a massive surge in interest surrounding the study of
terrorism. This volume applies distinguished military historian John Lynn’s lifetime of research and
teaching experience to this difficult topic. As a form of violence that implies the threat of future
violence, terrorism breeds insecurity, vulnerability, and a desire for retribution that has far-reaching
consequences. Lynn distinguishes between the paralyzing effect of fear and the potentially
dangerous and chaotic effects of moral outrage and righteous retaliation guiding counterterrorism
efforts. In this accessible and comprehensive text, Lynn traces the evolution of terrorism over time,
exposing its constants and contrasts. In doing so, he contextualizes this violence and argues that a
knowledge of the history and nature of terrorism can temper its psychological effects, and can help
us more accurately and carefully assess threats as well as develop informed and measured
responses.
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