map of devon and cornwall

Map of Devon and Cornwall is an essential tool for travelers, residents, and
adventurers exploring the southwestern tip of England. These two counties,
renowned for their stunning coastlines, historic landmarks, and vibrant
communities, are often explored through detailed maps that highlight their
diverse landscapes and attractions. Whether you're planning a scenic road
trip, looking for the best beaches, or seeking historical sites,
understanding the map of Devon and Cornwall is the first step toward an
unforgettable journey.

Understanding the Geography of Devon and
Cornwall

Location and Boundaries

Devon and Cornwall are located in the southwest of England, forming the
southwestern peninsula. Devon lies to the east of Cornwall, sharing a border
that runs approximately from the north to the south, with the Atlantic Ocean
to the west and the English Channel to the south. Cornwall is the
southwesternmost point of the UK, characterized by its rugged coastlines and
peninsular shape.

Major Towns and Cities

A comprehensive map of Devon and Cornwall highlights key urban centers,
including:

e Exeter — the county city of Devon, known for its historic cathedral

e Plymouth — a port city with a rich maritime history, situated in Devon
e Torquay and Barnstaple — popular seaside resorts in Devon

e Truro — Cornwall’s only city, famous for its cathedral

e Falmouth and Newquay — vibrant coastal towns in Cornwall known for their
beaches and surfing

Natural Landmarks and Coastal Features

The map vividly depicts natural attractions:



e The Jurassic Coast in Devon and Cornwall — a UNESCO World Heritage Site
known for its geological significance

e The Cornish and Devon Coastlines — featuring rugged cliffs, sandy
beaches, and hidden coves

e National Parks — Dartmoor in Devon and Bodmin Moor in Cornwall, offering
moorland landscapes and outdoor activities

e Rivers and estuaries — including the Tamar, Exe, and Fal rivers, which
shape much of the region’s geography

Key Attractions and Destinations on the Map of
Devon and Cornwall

Popular Coastal Resorts and Beaches

The map indicates numerous beaches and seaside towns:

e Seven Bays — a stretch of sandy beaches in Cornwall, perfect for surfing
and sunbathing

e I1fracombe and Woolacombe — Devon's seaside destinations with
picturesque harbors and beaches

e Padstow and St Ives — renowned for their scenic beauty, art galleries,
and seafood

Historic and Cultural Landmarks

Explore the rich history through notable sites:
e Exeter Cathedral — an iconic Gothic structure in Devon

e Tintagel Castle — legendary birthplace of King Arthur, located on
Cornwall’s rugged coast

e Saltram House and Buckfast Abbey — historic estates and monasteries in
Devon and Cornwall

e Minack Theatre — an open-air theatre carved into the cliffs of Cornwall



National Parks and Outdoor Activities

The map emphasizes outdoor pursuits:
e Dartmoor National Park — offering hiking, cycling, and wildlife watching
e Bodmin Moor — known for its rugged terrain and ancient stone circles

e South West Coast Path — a long-distance trail that traces the entire
coast, ideal for walking and biking

e Surfing hotspots — Newquay, Porthcawl, and Croyde Bay

Using the Map of Devon and Cornwall for Travel
Planning

Road and Public Transport Networks

The map reveals the main roads and rail lines:

e The M5 motorway connects Exeter and Plymouth, facilitating road travel
in Devon

e A30 and A39 roads run along Cornwall’s coast, providing access to key
destinations

e Rail services link major towns, including the scenic Tamar Valley Line
and the Cornish Main Line

Finding Hidden Gems and Coastal Coves

Detailed maps help uncover lesser-known spots:
e Secluded beaches such as Porthcurno and Kynance Cove in Cornwall
e Quiet villages like Clovelly in North Devon

e Walking trails leading to hidden waterfalls and coastal viewpoints



Accommodations and Local Amenities

The map guides travelers to:
e Coastal inns and luxury resorts
e Camping sites and holiday parks

e Local markets, cafes, and cultural centers

Digital and Printable Maps of Devon and
Cornwall

Online Interactive Maps

Many websites offer interactive maps that allow travelers to:
e Plan routes with real-time traffic updates
e Find parking locations and public transport options

e Discover points of interest with detailed descriptions

Printed Maps and Tourist Guides

For offline exploration, printed maps are invaluable:
e Regional tourist maps highlighting attractions and routes
e Specialized hiking and cycling maps for outdoor adventures

e Historical maps showcasing the evolution of towns and landmarks

Conclusion: Navigating Devon and Cornwall with
the Perfect Map

A detailed and accurate map of Devon and Cornwall is your gateway to
discovering the diverse beauty of this enchanting region. From coastal
resorts and historic castles to moorlands and natural parks, the maps serve
as essential tools to optimize your travel experience. Whether you're



planning a leisurely holiday, an outdoor expedition, or a cultural tour,
understanding the layout and key features of Devon and Cornwall’s maps
ensures you won’t miss out on any of the region’s treasures. With the right
map in hand, your journey through this breathtaking corner of England will be
filled with memorable sights, hidden gems, and unforgettable adventures.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a detailed map of Devon and
Cornwall for hiking trails?

You can find detailed hiking trail maps of Devon and Cornwall on Ordnance
Survey's website or at local outdoor shops, which provide detailed
topographical maps suitable for outdoor activities.

Are there interactive online maps of Devon and
Cornwall available for tourists?

Yes, platforms like Google Maps and Visit Cornwall offer interactive maps
highlighting attractions, accommodations, and routes to help tourists plan
their visit.

What are the best maps for exploring the coastal
areas of Devon and Cornwall?

The Ordnance Survey Explorer series maps are highly recommended for exploring
coastal areas, providing detailed topographical information suitable for
navigation.

Can I access printable maps of Devon and Cornwall
for travel planning?

Yes, many tourism websites and the Ordnance Survey offer printable maps that
can be used for trip planning and navigation in Devon and Cornwall.

Are there any specialized maps showing historical
sites in Devon and Cornwall?

Yes, some maps and guides focus specifically on historical and archaeological
sites in Devon and Cornwall, available through local heritage organizations
or tourist information centers.

How can I obtain a map of Devon and Cornwall



suitable for cycling routes?

Cycling maps are available from local cycling clubs, Ordnance Survey, and
online platforms like Komoot, providing detailed routes and bike-friendly
paths.

Is there a digital map app that covers both Devon
and Cornwall comprehensively?

Yes, apps like Google Maps, 0S Maps, and Komoot offer extensive coverage of
Devon and Cornwall, including detailed trail and road information.

What should I look for in a map of Devon and
Cornwall for outdoor adventures?

Look for maps that include topography, trails, points of interest, and public
access routes such as Ordnance Survey Explorer series for comprehensive
outdoor navigation.

Additional Resources
Map of Devon and Cornwall: An In-Depth Guide to Exploring Southwest England

When it comes to exploring the stunning landscapes, historic towns, and
scenic coastlines of Southwest England, a detailed and accurate map of Devon
and Cornwall is an indispensable tool. These two counties, rich in natural
beauty and cultural heritage, attract millions of visitors annually. Whether
you're planning a road trip, hiking adventure, or simply seeking to
understand the geography of this captivating region, a comprehensive map
provides the foundation for an enjoyable and well-informed journey.

In this article, we delve into the various types of maps available for Devon
and Cornwall, their features, pros and cons, and how to leverage them for the
best travel experience. From physical topographical maps to digital
interactive maps, we cover everything you need to navigate these scenic
counties confidently.

Understanding the Geography of Devon and
Cornwall

Before exploring the maps themselves, it’'s important to understand the
geographical layout of Devon and Cornwall. Located in the southwestern tip of
England, these counties are characterized by rugged coastlines, rolling



hills, and vibrant towns.

- Devon: Known for its moorlands, Dartmoor National Park, and the historic
city of Exeter, Devon offers a diverse landscape that includes coastal areas
like Torquay and Ilfracombe, as well as inland rural expanses.

- Cornwall: Famous for its dramatic coastlines, sandy beaches, and Celtic
heritage, Cornwall hosts attractions such as St Ives, Padstow, and the iconic
Land’s End.

A good map will highlight these features, helping travelers identify points
of interest, routes, and natural landmarks.

Types of Maps of Devon and Cornwall

Different mapping tools serve various purposes, and choosing the right type
depends on your travel plans and preferences. Here, we explore the main
categories.

Physical and Topographical Maps

Physical maps emphasize the natural terrain-mountains, valleys, rivers, and
coastlines. Topographical maps add contour lines to show elevation changes,
which are particularly useful for hikers and outdoor enthusiasts.

Features:

- Elevation contours for understanding terrain difficulty
- Natural features such as rivers, hills, and forests

- 0ften include trail paths and rural routes

Pros:

- Excellent for outdoor activities like hiking, cycling, or exploring rural
areas

- Help plan routes around natural obstacles

Cons:

- May lack detailed road or urban information

- Can be complex for casual travelers unfamiliar with reading topographical
data

Road Maps

Road maps are designed for drivers, showing major roads, motorways, and
secondary routes with clear labels.



Features:

- Major highways and local roads

- Towns, villages, and tourist attractions

- Rest stops, petrol stations, and service areas

Pros:
- Essential for driving trips
- Easy to navigate with clear labels

Cons:
- Less detail on walking routes or natural features
- May not include minor paths or hiking trails

Tourist and Thematic Maps

These maps focus on points of interest, scenic routes, and themed
attractions.

Features:

- Highlighted landmarks, beaches, parks, and cultural sites
- Walking trails, coastal paths, and cycling routes

- Themed routes like culinary or historical tours

Pros:
- Perfect for sightseeing and planning day trips
- User-friendly, often with illustrations and icons

Cons:
- Less detailed for navigation outside designated routes
- Usually simplified and may omit less popular sites

Digital and Interactive Maps

With technological advancements, digital maps have become a popular choice,
offering dynamic features.

Features:

- GPS integration for real-time navigation
- Search functions for points of interest
- Customizable routes and layers

Pros:

- Up-to-date information

- Easy to use on smartphones and tablets

- Ability to find local businesses, accommodations, and services

Cons:



- Reliance on internet connectivity
- Battery dependency
- Privacy considerations

Popular Map Resources for Devon and Cornwall

Here, we review some of the most reliable and user-friendly map sources
available for exploring these counties.

Ordnance Survey Maps

The Ordnance Survey (0S) is the UK’s national mapping agency, renowned for
its detailed and accurate maps.

- 0S Explorer Series: Ideal for outdoor activities, available at a 1:25,000
scale, covering detailed walking and cycling routes.

- 0S Landranger Series: Slightly less detailed at 1:50,000 scale, suitable
for general navigation and driving.

Features:

- Detailed topographical data

- Marked footpaths, bridleways, and cycle routes
- Points of interest and natural features

Pros:
- Highly reliable and precise
- Widely used by outdoor enthusiasts

Cons:
- Can be dense and overwhelming for casual users
- Physical maps require purchasing and carrying

Google Maps and Other Digital Platforms

Google Maps remains the most accessible digital tool, offering satellite
imagery, street view, and route planning.

Features:

- Real-time traffic updates

- Public transport directions
- User reviews and photos

Pros:



- Free and easy to access
- Constantly updated data

Cons:
- Requires internet connection
- Data privacy considerations

Other apps like Komoot, ViewRanger, and AllTrails provide specialized outdoor
maps with trail information for Devon and Cornwall.

Printed Tourist Maps and Guides

Many publishers produce tourist-specific maps, often bundled with guides.

Features:

- Highlight key attractions

- Include suggested routes and itineraries
- Simplified for ease of use

Pros:
- Handy for quick reference
- 0ften include tips, opening hours, and contact info

Cons:
- Limited in scope
- Need to carry multiple maps for comprehensive planning

How to Use Maps Effectively When Exploring
Devon and Cornwall

To maximize your experience, consider the following tips:

- Combine Different Map Types: Use detailed 0S maps for outdoor activities
and digital maps for navigation and finding services.

- Plan Ahead: Study maps before your trip, marking points of interest and
routes.

- Carry Physical Maps: Especially when venturing into rural or remote areas
where signal may be weak.

- Stay Updated: Use live GPS apps to adapt your plans based on traffic,
weather, or closures.

- Respect Natural and Cultural Sites: Use maps to navigate responsibly and
preserve the region’s beauty.



Conclusion: Choosing the Right Map for Your
Adventure

Exploring Devon and Cornwall requires reliable navigation tools that match
your activity level and interests. Whether you prefer detailed topographical
maps for hiking, clear road maps for driving, or interactive digital maps for
on-the-go updates, the right map enhances your experience and safety.

A well-chosen map not only helps you find your way but also unlocks the
stories and landscapes that make Devon and Cornwall so special. Investing in
quality maps, familiarizing yourself with their features, and combining
various resources will ensure your journey through these captivating counties
is smooth, enjoyable, and memorable.

Embark on your adventure with confidence-let the map of Devon and Cornwall be
your trusted guide to discovering the best of Southwest England.
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