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Introduction

John le Carré, the pen name of David John Moore Cornwell, stands as one of the most
influential and acclaimed authors in the realm of espionage and spy fiction. Among his
extensive body of work, The Honourable Schoolboy is widely regarded as a pinnacle of
literary achievement, blending intricate plotlines with profound insights into human
nature and international politics. Published in 1977 as the second novel in his Karla
Trilogy, The Honourable Schoolboy exemplifies le Carré’s mastery in crafting realistic,
morally complex narratives that transcend traditional spy thrillers.

This article delves into the rich context, themes, characters, and significance of The
Honourable Schoolboy, exploring why this novel remains a cornerstone of espionage
literature and how it reflects le Carré’s unique approach to storytelling. Whether you're a
seasoned fan or new to le Carré’s work, understanding the depth of The Honourable
Schoolboy offers valuable insights into the art of espionage fiction and the enduring
relevance of le Carré's storytelling.

Background and Context of The Honourable
Schoolboy

About John le Carré and His Literary Legacy

John le Carré’s novels are renowned for their realistic portrayal of espionage, emphasizing
the moral ambiguities and psychological complexities faced by spies. His works often
critique the political and ethical dimensions of intelligence agencies, contrasting the
glamorized image of espionage with the gritty realities behind the scenes.

Le Carré’s career was shaped by his own experiences working for MI5 and MI6, which
provided authentic insights into intelligence operations. His novels, including The Spy
Who Came in from the Cold and the Karla Trilogy (comprising Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy,
The Honourable Schoolboy, and Smiley’s People), have cemented his reputation as a
master of literary spy fiction.

Publication and Reception of The Honourable Schoolboy

Published in 1977, The Honourable Schoolboy is the second installment of the Karla
Trilogy, following Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy. The novel was met with critical acclaim for its
complex characterizations, intricate plotting, and realistic depiction of Cold War



espionage.

The book was praised for expanding the narrative universe introduced in its predecessor
and delving deeper into the personal and political stakes involved in intelligence work. Its
reception cemented le Carré’s status as a leading voice in literary spy fiction, influencing
countless authors and redefining the genre.

Plot Summary and Key Themes

Overview of the Plot

The Honourable Schoolboy centers around the efforts of George Smiley and his colleagues
at the British Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) to counter Soviet influence and uncover
the activities of their enemies. The novel primarily follows the character of Jerry Westerby,
a seasoned journalist and intelligence operative, as he navigates the murky waters of Cold
War espionage in Asia.

The narrative explores the high-stakes game of intelligence gathering in Southeast Asia,
particularly focusing on Hong Kong, Singapore, and other strategic locations. Westerby’s
mission involves tracking the financial and political networks supporting Soviet and
Eastern Bloc interests, revealing the complex web of alliances and betrayals.

The novel’s plot unfolds through a series of strategic moves, double-crosses, and
revelations, culminating in a tense confrontation that exposes the fragile balance of power
during the Cold War.

Major Themes Explored in the Novel

- Morality and Ambiguity in Espionage: The novel portrays spies as morally complex
individuals operating in gray areas, often making morally questionable decisions for what
they perceive as the greater good.
- The Political Landscape of the Cold War: It vividly depicts the geopolitical tensions
between the West and the Soviet Union, emphasizing the clandestine battles fought
behind diplomatic curtains.
- Personal Loyalty and Betrayal: Characters grapple with issues of trust, loyalty, and
deception, highlighting the personal toll of working in espionage.
- The Cost of Espionage: The novel explores how the demands of intelligence work impact
the personal lives and mental health of agents.
- Power and Corruption: Le Carré examines how political and financial interests influence
intelligence operations, often leading to corruption and moral compromise.



Character Analysis

George Smiley

As the protagonist of the Karla Trilogy, George Smiley is a shrewd, reserved, and morally
upright intelligence officer. In The Honourable Schoolboy, Smiley’s strategic mind and
moral clarity are central to the narrative. His subtle manipulations and deep
understanding of human nature make him an exemplar of the ideal spy—intelligent,
patient, and morally grounded.

Jerry Westerby

Westerby embodies the gritty, pragmatic spy operating in the field. A journalist-turned-
spy, he is resourceful and adaptable but also haunted by personal doubts and ethical
dilemmas. His character offers a nuanced portrayal of the emotional toll espionage takes
on individuals.

Karla

Karla is the enigmatic Soviet intelligence chief and the primary antagonist. His
intelligence and ruthless pragmatism make him a formidable opponent. His interactions
with Smiley reveal the deep psychological chess game at the heart of the novel.

Supporting Characters

- Moscow Centre: The Soviet intelligence headquarters, representing the omnipresent
threat.
- Ricki Tarr: A volatile and impulsive agent caught between loyalty and self-interest.
- Oliver Lacon: A senior British government official overseeing intelligence operations.

Literary Significance and Impact

The Realism and Complexity of Le Carré’s Espionage

Unlike many spy thrillers that focus on action and gadgets, le Carré’s work emphasizes
realism, psychological depth, and moral complexity. The Honourable Schoolboy
exemplifies this approach, portraying espionage as a morally ambiguous and
psychologically taxing profession.



Influence on the Spy Genre

Le Carré’s nuanced portrayal of spies and intelligence agencies has influenced countless
authors and filmmakers. His depiction of espionage as a profoundly human activity,
fraught with ethical dilemmas, has set a standard for authenticity and depth in the genre.

Critical Reception and Legacy

The novel’s critical success and enduring popularity attest to its significance. Scholars and
readers appreciate its sophisticated narrative style, complex characters, and insightful
commentary on Cold War politics.

Conclusion: Why The Honourable Schoolboy
Remains a Classic

The Honourable Schoolboy by John le Carré is more than just a spy novel; it is a profound
exploration of morality, politics, and human psychology set against the tense backdrop of
the Cold War. Its richly developed characters, intricate plot, and realistic portrayal of
espionage operations make it a must-read for fans of literary fiction and espionage
enthusiasts alike.

Le Carré’s ability to expose the moral ambiguities and personal costs of intelligence work
elevates The Honourable Schoolboy beyond typical genre fare, securing its place as a
timeless masterpiece. Whether you are interested in Cold War history, psychological
thrillers, or literary excellence, this novel offers valuable insights and compelling
storytelling that continue to resonate today.

Keywords: John le Carré, The Honourable Schoolboy, espionage fiction, Cold War, George
Smiley, Karla Trilogy, spy novel, moral ambiguity, intelligence operations, Cold War
politics, literary spy fiction

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of John le Carré's 'The
Honourable Schoolboy'?
The novel follows British intelligence agent Jerry Westerby as he navigates espionage
activities in Southeast Asia and Hong Kong, uncovering a complex web of double-crosses
related to a drug trafficking operation and Cold War tensions.



How does 'The Honourable Schoolboy' fit into John le
Carré's Karla trilogy?
'The Honourable Schoolboy' is the second novel in the Karla trilogy, continuing the story
of espionage and featuring the ongoing cat-and-mouse game between British agents and
the Soviet intelligence officer Karla, exploring themes of loyalty and betrayal.

What are the main themes explored in 'The Honourable
Schoolboy'?
The novel explores themes such as espionage ethics, political intrigue, the moral
ambiguity of intelligence work, loyalty, betrayal, and the complexities of Cold War
geopolitics.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Honourable Schoolboy'
and what motivates him?
The protagonist is Jerry Westerby, a seasoned British journalist and spy, motivated by
professional duty, personal loyalty, and a desire to uncover the truth amidst the murky
world of international espionage.

What is the significance of the title 'The Honourable
Schoolboy'?
The title refers to the British slang term for a spy who is still learning the ropes,
symbolizing the protagonist's experience and growth as he navigates the dangerous world
of espionage and political machinations.

How was 'The Honourable Schoolboy' received by critics
and readers?
'The Honourable Schoolboy' was praised for its intricate plotting, realistic portrayal of
espionage, and deep character development, solidifying its status as a classic in spy fiction
and a compelling continuation of le Carré's Cold War saga.

Are there any notable adaptations of 'The Honourable
Schoolboy'?
While there has been interest in adapting le Carré's works for television and film, as of
October 2023, 'The Honourable Schoolboy' has not been officially adapted into a major
screen or TV production, though it remains influential in spy fiction literature.

Additional Resources
John le Carré: The Honourable Schoolboy — A Deep Dive into a Spy Novel Masterpiece



John le Carré the Honourable Schoolboy stands as one of the most compelling entries in
the celebrated spy novelist’s oeuvre. Published in 1977, this novel is the second
installment of the Karla Trilogy, a series that explores the murky world of Cold War
espionage with unparalleled nuance and psychological depth. Known for his intricate
plotting and morally complex characters, le Carré elevates the espionage genre to a form
of literary art, and The Honourable Schoolboy exemplifies this mastery. In this article, we
will explore the novel's themes, characters, narrative structure, historical context, and its
enduring impact on both literature and spy fiction.

---

The Context and Significance of The Honourable Schoolboy

A Sequel with Strategic Depth

The Honourable Schoolboy follows the events of Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy (1974),
continuing the story of George Smiley and the British intelligence service, MI6. The novel
is set during a tense period in the Cold War, with Britain’s intelligence apparatus deeply
embroiled in the complex power struggles between the West and the Soviet Union. Le
Carré’s depiction of espionage is less about glamorous spies and more about the intricate,
often morally ambiguous, behind-the-scenes maneuvering that characterizes real
intelligence work.

This novel is significant because it marks a shift in le Carré’s storytelling. While Tinker
Tailor was a tightly woven, somewhat confined narrative, The Honourable Schoolboy
expands the scope geographically and thematically. It introduces readers to the
complications of espionage in Southeast Asia, particularly in Hong Kong and Singapore,
reflecting the geopolitical shifts of the era.

Literary and Cultural Impact

Le Carré’s work has influenced countless writers and filmmakers, shaping the spy genre
into a more realistic, psychologically rich form. The Honourable Schoolboy, with its
detailed characterizations, complex plotting, and moral ambiguities, exemplifies this
evolution. It challenges the stereotypical notions of heroism and villainy, instead
presenting espionage as a morally gray arena where decisions are fraught with
consequences.

---

Central Themes and Motifs

The Moral Ambiguity of Espionage

At its core, The Honourable Schoolboy explores the blurred lines between right and wrong
in intelligence work. The novel portrays spies not as clear-cut heroes or villains but as
individuals navigating a landscape filled with deception, betrayal, and moral compromise.

- Ethical Dilemmas: Characters are often faced with choices that pit loyalty against
morality.
- Deception as a Norm: The entire world of espionage is built on lies, disguises, and half-



truths, challenging notions of honesty and integrity.

Power, Identity, and Cultural Complexity

Le Carré delves into how geopolitical power affects individuals and nations. The novel
vividly depicts the cultural and political intricacies of Southeast Asia, contrasting Western
and Eastern perspectives.

- Cultural Tensions: The diverse backgrounds of characters reflect the complex socio-
political environment of the region.
- Identity and Masks: Characters often wear masks—figuratively and literally—to navigate
their roles, highlighting themes of personal and national identity.

The Cost of Espionage

Le Carré’s narrative does not romanticize spying; instead, it reveals the toll it takes on
individuals and relationships.

- Psychological Strain: Characters grapple with paranoia, guilt, and disillusionment.
- Personal Sacrifice: The novel examines how loyalty to country or colleagues can come at
personal cost.

---

Characters and Character Development

George Smiley: The Rational Strategist

George Smiley, the quintessential le Carré protagonist, is a master of subtlety and
intellect. In The Honourable Schoolboy, he is portrayed as methodical, composed, and
deeply human.

- His Role: Smiley is tasked with unraveling a complex Soviet operation, which requires
patience, insight, and moral clarity.
- Evolution: Throughout the novel, Smiley’s calm exterior is challenged by the chaos
around him, revealing vulnerabilities and inner conflicts.

The Honourable Schoolboy: A Symbol of Youthful Ambition

The novel’s title references the nickname of Jerry Westerby, a character who embodies
youthful energy and ambition.

- Character Traits: Westerby is resourceful, daring, and somewhat impulsive, contrasting
with Smiley’s calculated approach.
- Symbolism: His moniker hints at the theme of innocence lost and the ruthless realities of
espionage.

Other Notable Characters

- Karla: The Soviet master spy, representing the omnipresent threat and ideological
adversary.



- Sebastian: A young, idealistic agent caught in the web of espionage, illustrating the
tension between youthful idealism and the cynicism of the spy world.
- Moscow and Southeast Asian Contacts: Characters from different cultural backgrounds
add layers of complexity and authenticity.

---

Narrative Structure and Literary Style

Multi-layered Plotting

Le Carré employs a complex, multi-stranded narrative that weaves together various plots,
perspectives, and locations.

- Dual Perspectives: The novel shifts between the British and Soviet points of view,
providing a comprehensive picture of the intelligence game.
- Geographical Scope: From London to Hong Kong, the story spans continents,
emphasizing the global stakes involved.

Realism and Detail

Le Carré’s prose is characterized by meticulous detail and a journalistic tone, contributing
to the realism of the narrative.

- Dialogue: Sharp, understated dialogue reveals character and advances plot.
- Descriptions: Rich descriptions of settings and procedures lend authenticity, immersing
the reader in the espionage world.

Psychological Depth

The novel’s strength lies in its exploration of characters’ internal struggles, making it not
just a spy thriller but a study of human nature.

---

Historical and Political Context

Cold War Dynamics

Set during the Cold War, The Honourable Schoolboy reflects the geopolitical tensions of
the 1970s, especially the shifting alliances and the decline of colonial influence in Asia.

- Southeast Asia: The region’s instability, remnants of colonialism, and the Vietnam War
backdrop add urgency and relevance.
- Superpower Rivalry: The ongoing struggle between the US, USSR, and their allies
underpins the narrative.

The Decline of British Intelligence

Le Carré subtly critiques the waning influence of British intelligence, portraying a service
grappling with internal corruption, bureaucratic inertia, and moral dilemmas.



---

Enduring Legacy and Critical Reception

Literary Acclaim

The Honourable Schoolboy is widely regarded as one of le Carré’s best works, praised for
its complexity, realism, and depth.

- Awards and Recognition: It cemented le Carré’s reputation as a master of spy fiction.
- Influence: Inspired adaptations, including radio dramas and discussions in academic
circles about the ethics of espionage.

Impact on Spy Fiction

The novel’s realistic portrayal of espionage, emphasizing psychological complexity over
action, influenced a generation of writers and filmmakers, including the acclaimed films
based on le Carré’s work.

---

Conclusion: A Masterpiece of Moral Complexity

John le Carré the Honourable Schoolboy is more than a spy novel; it’s a profound
exploration of morality, identity, and the human cost of espionage. Its richly developed
characters, intricate plot, and authentic depiction of Cold War geopolitics make it a
timeless masterpiece. As the world continues to grapple with issues of intelligence,
secrecy, and moral ambiguity, le Carré’s work remains an essential reference
point—reminding us that beneath the cloak of secrecy lie complex human stories, fraught
with moral dilemmas and personal sacrifices. For readers and scholars alike, The
Honourable Schoolboy offers a compelling, thought-provoking journey into the shadowy
world of spies and the often blurred line between right and wrong.

John Le Carre The Honourable Schoolboy

  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: The Honourable Schoolboy John le Carré,
2011-06-07 In the second part of John le Carré's Karla Trilogy, the battle of wits between spymaster
George Smiley and his Russian adversary takes on an even more dangerous dimension. As the fall of
Saigon looms, master spy George Smiley must outmaneuver his Soviet counterpart on a battlefield
that neither can afford to lose. The mole has been eliminated, but the damage wrought has brought
the British Secret Service to its knees. Given the charge of the gravely compromised Circus, George
Smiley embarks on a campaign to uncover what Moscow Centre most wants to hide. When the trail
goes cold at a Hong Kong gold seam, Smiley dispatches Gerald Westerby to shake the money tree. A
part-time operative with cover as a philandering journalist, Westerby insinuates himself into a
war-torn world where allegiances—and lives—are bought and sold. Brilliantly plotted and morally
complex, The Honourable Schoolboy is the second installment of John le Carré's renowned Karla
triology and a riveting portrayal of postcolonial espionage. With an introduction by the author.
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: The Honourable Schoolboy John Le Carré, 2000-02
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George Smiley has become chief of the battered British Secret Service. The betrayals of a Soviet
double agent have riddled the spy network, and Smiley wants revenge. He chooses his weapon: Jerry
Westerby, the honourable schoolboy, a passionate lover and seasoned, reckless secret agent.
Westerby is pointed east, to Hong Kong. So begins the terrifying game ...
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: The Honourable Schoolboy John Le Carré, 2020
George Smiley, now chief of the battered British Secret Service, seeks revenge for the betrayals of a
Soviet double agent in the sixth Smiley novel.
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: The Honourable Schoolboy John Le Carré, 2011
George Smiley, of England's Secret Service, goes onto the attack, manipulating old Asian hand Jerry
Westerby through the Far East and a tangle of money, defection, passion, loyalty and love that
severely tests Westerby's hitherto unfaltering allegiances. By best-selling the author of Tinker,
Tailor, Soldier, Spy. Reissue.
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: Understanding John Le Carré John L. Cobbs,
1998 John Cobbs establishes that contemporary English novelist John le Carre's fiction transcends
the genre of espionage, and that le Carre is preeminently a social commentator who writes novels of
manners. Cobbs analyzes each of le Carre's novels and offers a biographical sketch, describing le
Carre's often overlooked academic success and reputation as a once member of British Intelligence.
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: The Honourable Schoolboy John le Carré,
2017-08-03 It is a beleaguered and betrayed Secret Service that has been put in the care of George
Smiley. A mole has been uncovered at the organisation's highest levels - and its agents across the
world put in grave danger. But untangling the traitor's web gives Smiley a chance to attack his
Russian counterpart, Karla. And part-time spy Jerry Westerby is the weapon at Smiley's disposal.
The Honourable Schoolboy is remarkable and thrilling, one of three books (together with Tinker
Tailor Soldier Spy and Smiley's People) to feature the legendary clash between Smiley and Karla,
two brilliant spymasters on opposite sides of the Cold War.
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: John le Carré and the Cold War Toby Manning,
2018-01-25 John le Carré and the Cold War explores the historical contexts and political implications
of le Carré's major Cold-War novels. The first in-depth study of le Carré this century, this book
analyses his work in light of key topics in 20th-century history, including containment of
Communism, decolonization, the Berlin Wall, the Cuban missile crisis, the Cambridge spy-ring, the
Vietnam War, the 70s oil crisis and Thatcherism. Examining The Spy Who Came in from the Cold
(1963), Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy (1974), Smiley's People (1979) and other novels, this book offers an
illuminating picture of Cold-War Britain, while situating le Carré's work alongside that of George
Orwell, Graham Greene and Ian Fleming. Providing a valuable contribution to contemporary
understandings of both British spy fiction and post-war fiction, Toby Manning challenges the critical
consensus to reveal a considerably less radical writer than is conventionally presented.
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: Smiley's People John Le Carré, 1980 From the
author of THE HONOURABLE SCHOOLBOY, TINKER TAILOR SOLDIER SPY and THE SPY WHO
CAME IN FROM THE COLD, a Cold War thriller in which George Smiley, chief of the British Secret
Service, prepares to engage in his final battle with his Soviet counterpart.
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: British Spy Fiction and the End of Empire Sam
Goodman, 2015-06-05 The position of spy fiction is largely synonymous in popular culture with ideas
of patriotism and national security, with the spy himself indicative of the defence of British interests
and the preservation of British power around the globe. This book reveals a more complicated side
to these assumptions than typically perceived, arguing that the representation of space and power
within spy fiction is more complex than commonly assumed. Instead of the British spy tirelessly
maintaining the integrity of Empire, this volume illustrates how spy fiction contains disunities and
disjunctions in its representation of space, and the relationship between the individual and the state
in an era of declining British power. Focusing primarily on the work of Graham Greene, Ian Fleming,
Len Deighton, and John le Carre, the volume brings a fresh methodological approach to the study of
spy fiction and Cold War culture. It presents close textual analysis within a framework of spatial and



sovereign theory as a means of examining the cultural impact of decolonization and the shifting
geopolitics of the Cold War. Adopting a thematic approach to the analysis of space in spy fiction, the
text explores the reciprocal process by which contextual history intersects with literature
throughout the period in question, arguing that spy fiction is responsible for reflecting,
strengthening and, in some cases, precipitating cultural anxieties over decolonization and the end of
Empire. This study promises to be a welcome addition to the developing field of spy fiction criticism
and popular culture studies. Both engaging and original in its approach, it will be important reading
for students and academics engaged in the study of Cold War culture, popular literature, and the
changing state of British identity over the course of the latter twentieth century.
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: The Spy Novels of John Le Carre M. Aronoff,
1998-12-14 Using espionage as a metaphor for politics, John le Carré explores the dilemmas that
confront individuals and governments as they act during and in the aftermath of the Cold War. His
unforgettable characters struggle to maintain personal and professional integrity while facing
conflicting personal, institutional, and ideological loyalties. In The Spy Novels of John le Carré ,
author Myron Aronoff interprets the ambiguous ethical and political implications of the work of John
le Carré, revealing him to be one of the most important political writers of our time. Aronoff shows
how through his writing, le Carré poses the difficult question of to what extent are western
governments justified in pursuing raison d'état without undermining the very democratic freedoms
that they claim to defend. He also draws parallels between the self-parody of le Carré and that of the
seventeenth-century Dutch artist Jan Steen, and explains how it expresses a unique form of
ambiguous moralism. In this volume Aronoff relates le Carré's fictional world to the real world of
espionage, and demonstrates the need to balance the imperatives of ethics and politics in regard to
some of the most pressing issues facing the world today.
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: The Karla Trilogy Digital Collection Featuring
George Smiley John le Carré, 2011-12-06 TINKER, TAILOR, SOLDIER, SPY The first novel in John le
Carré's celebrated and New York Times bestselling Karla trilogy featuring George Smiley, Tinker,
Tailor, Soldier, Spy is a heart-stopping tale of international intrigue. The man he knew as Control is
dead, and the young Turks who forced him out now run the Circus. But George Smiley isn't quite
ready for retirement-especially when a pretty, would-be defector surfaces with a shocking
accusation: a Soviet mole has penetrated the highest level of British Intelligence. Relying only on his
wits and a small, loyal cadre, Smiley recognizes the hand of Karla—his Moscow Centre nemesis—and
sets a trap to catch the traitor. THE HONOURABLE SCHOOLBOY As the fall of Saigon looms, master
spy George Smiley must outmaneuver his Soviet counterpart on a battlefield that neither can afford
to lose. The mole has been eliminated, but the damage wrought has brought the British Secret
Service to its knees. Given the charge of the gravely compromised Circus, George Smiley embarks
on a campaign to uncover what Moscow Centre most wants to hide. When the trail goes cold at a
Hong Kong gold seam, Smiley dispatches Gerald Westerby to shake the money tree. A part-time
operative with cover as a philandering journalist, Westerby insinuates himself into a war-torn world
where allegiances—and lives—are bought and sold. Brilliantly plotted and morally complex, The
Honourable Schoolboy is the second installment of John le Carré’s renowned and New York Times
bestselling Karla Trilogy, the follow-up to Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy. SMILEY'S PEOPLE Tell Max
that it concerns the Sandman… A very junior agent answers Vladimir’s call, but it could have been
the Chief of the Circus himself. No one at the British Secret Service considers the old spy to be
anything except a senile has-been who can’t give up the game—until he’s shot in the face at
point-blank range. Although George Smiley (code name: Max) is officially retired, he’s summoned to
identify the body now bearing Moscow Centre’s bloody imprimatur. As he works to unearth his
friend’s fatal secrets, Smiley heads inexorably toward one final reckoning with Karla—his dark
“grail.” In Smiley’s People, master storyteller and New York Times bestselling author of The Spy
Who Came in from the Cold and Our Kind of Traitor John le Carré brings his acclaimed Karla Trilogy,
to its unforgettable, spellbinding conclusion. John le Carré’s memoir, The Pigeon Tunnel: Stories
from My Life, will be available from Viking in September 2016



  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: The Karla Trilogy Featuring George Smiley John le
Carré, 2012-04-03 Enter the Cold War world of George Smiley with John le Carré’s celebrated, New
York Times bestselling Karla Trilogy. Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy George Smiley and his people are
facing a remarkable challenge: a mole—a Soviet double agent—who has burrowed his way in and up
to the highest level of British Intelligence. His treachery has already blown some of their vital
operations and their best networks. The mole is one of their own kind. But who is it? The Honourable
Schoolboy The mole has been eliminated, but the damage wrought has brought the British Secret
Service to its knees. Given charge of the gravely compromised Circus, George Smiley embarks on a
campaign to uncover what Moscow Centre most wants to hide. When the trail goes cold at a Hong
Kong gold seam, Smiley dispatches Gerald Westerby to shake the money tree. A part-time operative
whose cover is a philandering journalist, Westerby insinuates himself into a war-torn world where
allegiances—and lives—are bought and sold. Smiley’s People A very junior agent answers Vladimir’s
call, but it could have been the Chief of the Circus himself. No one at the British Secret Service
considers the old spy to be anything except a senile has-been who can’t give up the game—until he’s
shot in the face at point-blank range. Although George Smiley (code name: Max) is officially retired,
he’s summoned to identify the body now bearing Moscow Centre’s bloody imprimatur. As he works
to unearth his friend’s fatal secrets, Smiley heads inexorably toward one final reckoning with
Karla—his “dark grail.”
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: The Literature of War Andrew Rutherford,
1989-01-01 It is widely assumed today that heroism is obsolete as an ideal, that heroic virtue is a
contradiction in terms, and that war literature must be anti-war by definition. The author argues that
the theoretical foundations of these assumptions are inadequate and do not fit the literary facts.
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: Conversations with John Le Carré John Le Carré,
2004 Collected interviews in which the acclaimed writer talks about his craft, the nature of
language, the literature that he loves, and the ways in which his own life influences the creation of,
and characters within, his novels
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: Deception: An Interdisciplinary Exploration
Emma Williams, Iman Sheeha, 2019-01-04 This volume was first published by Inter-Disciplinary
Press in 2015. The topic of deception is an area of study that has fascinated researchers and readers
alike for generations. From infamous tales of espionage and conspiracy, to the targeted deception of
illusionists and magicians, and notorious examples of deceptive statements and actions in public life,
the concept of deception is widely recognised by the general public. The pervasive nature of
deception and deceit, permeating all facets of life from the annals of history to the present day,
means that it is an area of research that benefits substantially from an approach that crosses
conventional academic and research boundaries. This collection represents an interdisciplinary
exploration of the concept of deception, expanding the readers’ awareness and understanding of a
range of areas including the portrayal of deception in literature and spy fiction, the existence and
success of literary hoaxes, deception and illusion in visual art, and the use of deception in both
strategic and interpersonal contexts.
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: John Le Carré Peter Elfed Lewis, 1985
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy ; The Honourable
Schoolboy ; Smiley's People John Le Carré, 1994 Spionromaner med den engelske
efterretningschef George Smiley og hans russiske modpart Karla
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: Russia in the Wake of the Cold War Dorothy
Horsfield, 2017-05-30 Amid widespread and increasing alarm in Western strategic and foreign policy
circles following Russia’s capture of Crimea, support for rebels in Ukraine, and military intervention
in Syria, this study provides a timely and sophisticated analysis of the nature and intentions of
post-Soviet government under President Vladimir Putin. Based on both Russian and non-Russian
sources, this book examines the enduring Cold War legacies underpinning Western perceptions of
contemporary Russia. It analyzes the ways in which the West has interpreted and reacted to Russia’s
domestic authoritarianism and foreign policy behavior and argues for diplomatic engagement based



on liberal pluralism.
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: A Private Spy John le Carré, 2022-12-06 An archive
of letters written by the late John le Carré, giving readers access to the intimate thoughts of one of
the greatest writers of our time The never-before-seen correspondance of John le Carré, one of the
most important novelists of our generation, are collected in this beautiful volume. During his
lifetime, le Carré wrote numerous letters to writers, spies, politicians, artists, actors and public
figures. This collection is a treasure trove, revealing the late author's humour, generosity, and wit--a
side of him many readers have not previously seen.
  john le carre the honourable schoolboy: The Intelligent Spy's Handbook Robin Renwick,
2024-09-10 pFew professions comprise such an eclectic mix of personalities as that of intelligence.
The characteristics required to thrive as a spy – ideological conviction, ego, the ability to manipulate,
deceive and remain cold – have created some of the most compelling and enduring figures in history.
In The Intelligent Spy's Handbook, Robin Renwick provides an overview of the biggest names in the
world of espionage, with a wonderful eye for the details that bring each of them to life. We hear, for
instance, of how Kim Philby, to have fun at the expense of his colleagues, kept a photograph in his
office of Mount Ararat – taken from the Soviet side. We see how the audacious, far-fetched ideas of
the naval officer Ian Fleming, aside from creating the most famous of all spies, may have actually
inspired the real-life Operation Mincemeat. And the darker side of some of our more heroic stories is
exposed, from the chemical castration of Alan Turing to the personal sacrifices Oleg Gordievsky
made to become Britain's most successful Soviet mole. Whether you're a seasoned veteran or a
first-time reader, this book is the perfect primer on the best-known individuals in the history of
intelligence.
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