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Hodgdon Powder Company Reloading Data

Reloading ammunition is a craft that combines precision, safety, and performance. For enthusiasts
and professionals alike, having access to accurate and comprehensive reloading data is essential.
Hodgdon Powder Company stands as one of the most respected and trusted sources of reloading data
in the firearms community. Their extensive catalog covers a wide range of calibers, powders, and
bullet types, ensuring shooters can tailor their loads for accuracy, velocity, and safety. This article
provides an in-depth look into Hodgdon's reloading data, including how to interpret it, safety
considerations, popular powders, and tips for reloaders.

Understanding Hodgdon Powder Company Reloading Data
What Is Reloading Data?

Reloading data refers to the specific measurements and guidelines for safely assembling ammunition.
It includes details such as:

- Powder type and charge weight
- Bullet caliber and weight

- Primer type

- Overall cartridge length

- Expected velocity and pressure

Accurate reloading data ensures that the ammunition performs as intended without risking
overpressure or other safety hazards.

Why Use Hodgdon's Reloading Data?

Hodgdon’s data is highly regarded for its:

- Rigorous testing and validation

- Up-to-date information reflecting latest powders and components

- Compatibility with a broad range of firearms
- Detailed load recipes for different shooting purposes (target, hunting, defensive)

How to Access Hodgdon Reloading Data

Official Hodgdon Resources

Hodgdon provides multiple avenues for accessing their reloading data:

- Hodgdon's Official Website: The most comprehensive and updated source. Users can search by

powder type, caliber, or bullet weight.
- Printed Load Manuals: Hodgdon publishes annual reloading manuals with detailed data, charts, and



safety tips.

- Reloading Software: Hodgdon's proprietary software offers digital access to their data for desktop or
mobile devices.

- Authorized Distributors and Retailers: Many stores and online outlets carry Hodgdon manuals and
data sheets.

Using Hodgdon's Data Online

To access data on Hodgdon's website:

1. Visit [Hodgdon's Reloading Data Page](https://hodgdon.com/reloading-data/)
2. Select the powder you are interested in.

3. Choose the cartridge or caliber.
4. Review load recipes, safety margins, and detailed instructions.

Interpreting Hodgdon Reloading Data

Key Components of a Load Data Table

When reviewing Hodgdon's reloading data, pay attention to:

- Powder Type: The specific Hodgdon powder used, such as H335, Varget, or CFE 223.

- Charge Weight: The amount of powder to be used, typically given in grains.

- Bullet Weight and Type: The weight (in grains) and design (flat nose, hollow point, boat tail).
- Primer Type: Usually standard or magnum primers, which influence ignition.

- Case Length and Overall Length (OAL): Ensures proper chamber fit and accuracy.

- Velocity: Expected muzzle velocity, often in feet per second (fps).

- Pressure Signs: Hodgdon provides maximum load data to prevent excessive pressure.
Safety Margins and Maximum Loads

Hodgdon emphasizes safety by providing:

- Starting Loads: The minimum recommended charge for safe firing.

- Maximum Loads: The upper limit to prevent overpressure.

- Notes and Warnings: Specific instructions or cautions for certain powders or cartridges.

Always start with the starting load and work up gradually while observing safety procedures.

Popular Hodgdon Powders and Their Reloading Data

Hodgdon offers a diverse line of powders suitable for various shooting disciplines. Below are some of
the most popular powders and their typical applications.

1. Hodgdon H335

- Use: Commonly used for 5.56mm NATO, .223 Remington



- Characteristics: Fast-burning, spherical powder
- Sample Data:

- Bullet: 55-grain FM)

- Charge: 24.0 grains

- Velocity: ~3,300 fps

- Notes: Ideal for high-volume, accurate loads

2. Hodgdon Varget

- Use: Precision shooting, hunting, and varmint rounds

- Characteristics: Very temperature-stable, versatile

- Sample Data:

- Bullet: 69-grain Sierra HP

- Charge: 25.0 grains

- Velocity: ~2,950 fps

- Notes: Consistent performance across weather conditions

3. Hodgdon CFE 223

- Use: Small and medium calibers, such as .223, 6mm Remington
- Characteristics: Copper fouling resistant

- Sample Data:

- Bullet: 55-grain Hornady V-Max

- Charge: 25.5 grains

- Velocity: ~3,200 fps

4. Hodgdon H110 & Winchester 296

- Use: Magnum pistol powders, especially for revolvers and magnum calibers
- Characteristics: Suitable for high-pressure loads

- Sample Data:

-.357 Magnum, 158-grain JSP

- Charge: 14.0 grains
- Velocity: ~1,400 fps

Tips for Using Hodgdon Reloading Data Safely and Effectively
Always Verify Data

- Cross-reference data from multiple sources.
- Use Hodgdon’s latest manuals or website for the most recent information.

Start Low and Work Up

- Begin with the starting load listed in the data.
- Increase gradually in small increments, observing for signs of pressure or poor accuracy.

Use Proper Tools and Techniques



- Use a precise reloading scale.
- Measure case and overall length carefully.
- Ensure consistent seating depth and crimping.

Maintain a Safe Reloading Environment

- Reload in a clean, well-lit area.
- Keep powders away from heat and flames.
- Store components safely and securely.

Keep Detailed Records

- Document the type of powder, charge weight, bullet, and results.
- Track performance and any anomalies for future reference.

Additional Resources for Hodgdon Reloading Data

- Hodgdon Reloading Data Center: Interactive online tool.

- Reloading Manuals: "Hodgdon Reloading Manual" series.

- Community Forums: For shared experiences and tips.

- YouTube Tutorials: Demonstrations on reloading procedures.

Conclusion

Hodgdon Powder Company reloading data provides a vital resource for shooters aiming for optimal
performance and safety. By understanding how to interpret and implement this data correctly,
reloaders can produce accurate, reliable ammunition tailored to their specific needs. Whether you are
a beginner or an experienced reloader, always prioritize safety, stay updated with the latest data, and
methodically work through your reloading process. With Hodgdon’s comprehensive guidance, you can
enhance your shooting experience while ensuring safety and consistency in every round you fire.

FAQs About Hodgdon Powder Company Reloading Data

Q1: Is Hodgdon reloading data suitable for all firearms?
A: Hodgdon provides data for many popular calibers and firearm types. Always verify that the data
matches your specific firearm and use the recommended components.

Q2: Can | substitute Hodgdon powders with other brands?
A: While some powders may be similar, always adhere to Hodgdon’s data for Hodgdon powders.
Substituting powders requires careful re-calculation and safety considerations.

Q3: How often is Hodgdon's reloading data updated?
A3: Hodgdon updates their data regularly, especially with new powders or components. Always refer
to the latest manuals or their website for current information.



Q4: What safety precautions should | take when reloading?
A: Use proper protective gear, work in a well-ventilated area, carefully measure components, and
follow all guidelines and maximum load recommendations.

By following these best practices and utilizing Hodgdon’s extensive reloading data, you can achieve
exceptional shooting performance while maintaining safety and reliability.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | find Hodgdon Powder Company's latest reloading
data?

Hodgdon provides their latest reloading data on their official website, accessible through their
Reloading Data section for various calibers and powders.

Is Hodgdon Powder's reloading data suitable for all firearm
types?

Hodgdon's reloading data is tailored for specific calibers and firearm types; always ensure you select
the correct data for your firearm to ensure safety and optimal performance.

How often does Hodgdon update their reloading data?

Hodgdon regularly updates their reloading data to include new powders, calibers, and safety
recommendations, with updates typically posted on their website and product packaging.

Can | use Hodgdon Powder reloading data for handloading
AR-15 cartridges?

Yes, Hodgdon provides specific reloading data for AR-15 cartridges, but always verify your data and
start with the minimum loads to ensure safety.

What should 1 do if | can't find Hodgdon Powder reloading
data for a specific caliber?

If data isn't available directly from Hodgdon, consult reputable reloading manuals or contact Hodgdon
customer service for guidance on safe load data for your caliber.

Are Hodgdon Powder reloading data safe for beginners?

Yes, Hodgdon's data is designed to be safe when followed precisely; beginners should start with the
minimum recommended loads and follow all safety precautions.



How do | interpret Hodgdon Powder's reloading data charts?

Hodgdon provides detailed charts indicating powder charges, bullet weights, case types, and
recommended primers; always read the entire chart and notes carefully before reloading.

Additional Resources
Hodgdon Powder Company Reloading Data: An In-Depth Investigation

In the world of shooting sports, hunting, and personal defense, reloading ammunition has become a
skilled craft embraced by enthusiasts seeking precision, cost savings, and customization. At the heart
of this activity lies the critical importance of accurate, safe, and reliable reloading data. Among the
most recognized sources of such data is Hodgdon Powder Company, a leading manufacturer and
provider of propellants and reloading information. This article offers a comprehensive investigation
into Hodgdon'’s reloading data, exploring its origins, credibility, safety considerations, updates, and
practical applications for reloaders.

Introduction to Hodgdon Powder Company

Hodgdon Powder Company, founded in 1947, has grown into one of the most influential entities in the
ammunition reloading industry. Based in Shawnee, Kansas, Hodgdon supplies a broad range of
powders used in rifles, pistols, shotguns, and muzzleloaders. Its product lineup includes well-known
brands such as Hodgdon, Winchester, IMR, and Blackhorn 209.

The company's reputation is built not only on its extensive product portfolio but also on the provision
of detailed reloading data—comprehensive load recipes, safety tips, and performance expectations.
This data is disseminated through manuals, online databases, and direct customer support, serving as
a vital resource for reloaders worldwide.

The Foundation of Hodgdon’s Reloading Data

Development and Testing of Loads

Hodgdon'’s reloading data results from rigorous testing processes. Their team of ballisticians and
engineers develop load recipes through:

- Controlled laboratory testing: Using specialized equipment to measure pressures, velocities, and
accuracy.
- Field testing: Verifying performance in real-world shooting scenarios.



- Data validation: Cross-referencing results across different firearms and environmental conditions to
ensure consistency and safety.

This multi-layered approach ensures that Hodgdon’s reloading data balances performance with safety
margins, making it a trusted source for reloaders.

Sources of Data

Hodgdon’s load data is derived from multiple sources:

- Internal testing: Proprietary research and development.

- Customer feedback: Data from experienced reloaders and industry professionals.

- Industry collaborations: Partnerships with firearm manufacturers and ballistic labs.

- Published manuals: Data from Hodgdon'’s official reloading guides and online databases.

These sources are synthesized into comprehensive, user-friendly formats, with clear instructions, load
limits, and safety guidelines.

Assessing the Credibility of Hodgdon Reloading Data

Industry Reputation and Consumer Trust

Hodgdon’s longstanding presence and reputation lend significant credibility. The company’s data is
often recommended by shooting ranges, firearm instructors, and industry experts. Furthermore,
Hodgdon'’s strict adherence to safety margins and transparent testing procedures foster trust among
reloaders.

Comparison with Other Data Sources

While Hodgdon’s data is widely regarded, it is essential to compare it with other reputable sources
such as SAAMI (Sporting Arms and Ammunition Manufacturers’ Institute), Nosler, Hornady, and Sierra.
Generally, Hodgdon’s data aligns well with these sources, but differences may exist due to proprietary
testing methods, specific powder lot variations, or firearm differences.

Safety and Best Practices

Despite the credibility, reloaders must always approach data cautiously:

- Start with the minimum recommended load.



- Use the specified powder type and lot.

- Avoid exceeding maximum loads.

- Use proper measuring tools.

- Conduct load development incrementally.

Hodgdon emphasizes these safety principles in all their published data, underscoring the importance
of responsible reloading.

Understanding Hodgdon’s Reloading Data Formats

Manuals and Online Databases

Hodgdon offers reloading data through various channels:

- Printed Reloading Manuals: Comprehensive guides with detailed load data, safety tips, and firearm-
specific information.

- Online Reloading Data: Accessible via the Hodgdon website and affiliated platforms, often updated
regularly.

- Mobile Apps and Digital Resources: Interactive tools for quick reference during reloading sessions.

Data Presentation

Typically, Hodgdon'’s reloading data is organized into tables that include:

- Caliber and bullet weight.

- Powder type and amount.

- Primer and case specifications.

- Velocity estimates.

- Pressure signs.

- Notes on accuracy and firearm compatibility.

These formats are designed to facilitate quick understanding and safe application.

Updates and Revisions in Hodgdon’s Data



Frequency of Updates

Hodgdon'’s reloading data is subject to periodic updates, reflecting new testing, changes in powder
formulations, or safety advisories. Updates are disseminated through online platforms and revised
manuals.

Reasons for Revisions

Common reasons include:

- Discovery of safer maximum loads.

- Introduction of new powders or formulations.
- Feedback from the reloading community.

- Regulatory or safety alerts.

Reloaders are encouraged to use the latest data and verify that their loads conform to current
standards.

Impact on Reloading Practices

Staying current with updates ensures reloaders maintain safety margins, optimize performance, and
adapt to new powders or firearm models. Hodgdon’s commitment to transparency and
communication supports responsible reloading practices.

Practical Applications of Hodgdon Reloading Data

For Rifle Reloaders

- Customizing loads for hunting or target shooting.
- Achieving specific velocity or accuracy goals.
- Understanding pressure signs specific to rifle calibers.

For Pistol Enthusiasts

- Developing safe, high-performance loads for self-defense.
- Matching loads to different handgun models.
- Achieving consistent accuracy in competitive shooting.



For Shotgun and Specialty Loads

- Using Hodgdon’s data for shotgun shells, including specialized powders like Blackhorn 209.
- Reloading muzzleloader powders with Hodgdon’s data for black powder substitutes.

Safety and Troubleshooting

- Recognizing signs of overpressure.
- Adjusting loads based on firearm condition and environmental factors.
- Maintaining detailed load logs for safety and reproducibility.

Limitations and Considerations

While Hodgdon'’s reloading data is highly regarded, it is not infallible. Some limitations include:

- Variability between powder lots.

- Differences in firearm chamber dimensions and wear.

- Environmental factors such as temperature and humidity.

- The necessity for reloaders to perform their own testing and verification.

Practitioners should always treat published data as a starting point, not an absolute, and conduct
incremental load development.

Conclusion: The Value of Hodgdon Powder Company
Reloading Data

Hodgdon Powder Company’s reloading data stands as a cornerstone resource for shooters and
reloaders seeking safe, consistent, and high-performance ammunition. Its foundation in rigorous
testing, industry reputation, and commitment to safety make it a trusted source. However,
responsible reloading requires ongoing education, adherence to safety protocols, and awareness of
updates or changes in data.

By understanding the origins, credibility, and practical applications of Hodgdon’s reloading data,
enthusiasts can confidently craft ammunition tailored to their needs, while maintaining the highest
safety standards. As with all reloading endeavors, vigilance, meticulousness, and respect for the data
remain paramount.
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hodgdon powder company reloading data: Hodgdon's Reloading Data Manual Hodgdon
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hodgdon powder company reloading data: Varmint Rifles and Cartridges Charles T.
Richards, 2014-02-04 A thorough guide, Varmint Rifles and Cartridges provides detailed information
about getting started in varmint hunting, selecting the best rifles for the job, and choosing your
cartridges and other components. The text is supplemented by more than one hundred detailed
photographs that illustrate the various types of rifles and cartridges available for varmint hunters.
Varmint Rifles and Cartridges presents information about the history of varmint hunting and how
those original rifles differ from the most popular rifles and cartridges available for varmint hunters
on the market today. Each chapter of the book is dedicated to a particular cartridge, including the:
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chapter, author C. T. Richards demonstrates how each cartridge and rifle performs through the
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Richards is more than qualified to grade these products and offer advice on varmint hunting in
general. The content of Varmint Rifles and Cartridges will appeal to readers considering varmint
hunting for the first time, as well those who have previously acquired some experience in using
these tools. Skyhorse Publishing is proud to publish a broad range of books for hunters and firearms
enthusiasts. We publish books about shotguns, rifles, handguns, target shooting, gun collecting,
self-defense, archery, ammunition, knives, gunsmithing, gun repair, and wilderness survival. We
publish books on deer hunting, big game hunting, small game hunting, wing shooting, turkey
hunting, deer stands, duck blinds, bowhunting, wing shooting, hunting dogs, and more. While not
every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are
committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to
authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.

hodgdon powder company reloading data: Gun Digest 2004 Ken Ramage, 2003 An
illustrated catalog of current firearms and accessories.

hodgdon powder company reloading data: The Accurate Lee Enfield Stephen Redgwell,
2009-04-30 Learn secrets that only the armourers knew! Adjust and Tweak your No 1 or No 4 rifle
for better performance! It doesn't matter which Lee Enfield you shoot, whether you reload or not,
it's packed with info! You'll like the section on accurizing your rifle - it's got tricks to get your 303
shooting better than when it left the factory! Smoothing your trigger - illustrated. Tightening up
your rifle - illustrated. Commercial, Milsurp ammunition. Winning Target Loads - sharing some
secrets. Wind drift & drop tables. Bonus wildcat section. 26 to look at, including the beginning of the
338 JDJ.

hodgdon powder company reloading data: Reloading Manual Number 11 , 1991

hodgdon powder company reloading data: Shooter's Bible Guide to Handloading Wayne van
Zwoll, 2015-11-24 A thorough resource on handloading at home, Shooter’s Bible Guide to
Handloading provides detailed information about the history of handloading and key figures’
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innovations, a simple explanation of hand reloading, selecting the basic tools needed, and choosing
your cases, dies, primers, and powders as well as step-by-step instructions for reloading firearm
cartridges and how to test your loads at the range. The text is supplemented by more than one
hundred detailed photographs that illustrate the various types of reloading equipment available and
provide guidance in performing the actions that result in a handloaded cartridge. The Shooter’s
Bible Guide to Handloading covers interesting engineering questions the handloader may consider,
including bullet integrity, copper bullets, and energy versus killing power. Other topics covered
include: Handloading the old-fashioned way Casting your own bullets The influence of barrel length
Economics of home reloading And much more! Pick up a copy of the Shooter’s Bible Guide to
Handloading to learn everything you need to know about reloading by hand at home. Skyhorse
Publishing is proud to publish a broad range of books for hunters and firearms enthusiasts. We
publish books about shotguns, rifles, handguns, target shooting, gun collecting, self-defense,
archery, ammunition, knives, gunsmithing, gun repair, and wilderness survival. We publish books on
deer hunting, big game hunting, small game hunting, wing shooting, turkey hunting, deer stands,
duck blinds, bowhunting, wing shooting, hunting dogs, and more. While not every title we publish
becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to publishing books
on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not
otherwise find a home.

hodgdon powder company reloading data: Cartridge Reloading in the Twenty-First Century
Charles T. Richards, 2013-10-08 A comprehensive guide to modern cartridge reloading, Cartridge
Reloading in the Twenty-First Century provides detailed information about getting started in
reloading, selecting the basic tools needed, and choosing your components as well as step-by-step
instructions for reloading rifle and handgun cartridges and how to test your loads at the range. The
text is supplemented by more than one hundred detailed photographs that illustrate the various
types of reloading equipment available and provide guidance in performing the actions that result in
a handloaded cartridge. Cartridge Reloading in the Twenty-First Century covers many common
problems the handloader may experience, provides unique information about reloading the .50
caliber BMG, and highlights the changes between reloading in the twenty-first century and reloading
in the mid-twentieth century. Not only for beginners, Cartridge Reloading in the Twenty-First
Century offers advanced reloading information that describes special reloading tools as well as
techniques for improving the accuracy of your handloads. The content of Cartridge Reloading in the
Twenty-First Century will appeal to both someone considering reloading rifle or handgun cartridges
as well as a person who already has acquired some experience in cartridge reloading.

hodgdon powder company reloading data: Gun digest Ken Warner, 1975

hodgdon powder company reloading data: Gun News Digest , 1999

hodgdon powder company reloading data: Gun Digest, 1992 Ken Warner, 1991-07 With sales
of nearly a quarter million copies each year, Gun Digest is the most authoritative book on the subject
of firearms available today. The front half of the book consists of the best writing available on
firearms subjects. The back half of the book consists of a complete catalog of all firearms
manufactured in or imported to the U.S. with full specifications and prices.

hodgdon powder company reloading data: American Rifleman , 1966

hodgdon powder company reloading data: Guns Illustrated 2005 Ken Ramage, 2004 Every
firearm enthusiast, collector and buyer will want this all-encompassing reference with the most
current information on today's latest and greatest guns. This expanded 37th edition includes
updated retail prices and gun specifications for revolvers, rifles, airguns, shotguns, and many
more.Up-to-date listings include over 1,500 photographs to aid in identification and make selecting
and buying firearms easier. Feature articles examine the latest trends in the industry and other
related topics. The Gundex references listings for all the firearms, enabling readers to quickly locate
a specific gun, and the Directory of the Arms Trade includes updated listings of firearms
manufacturers and importers.-

hodgdon powder company reloading data: Progressive Farmer , 1997
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hodgdon powder company reloading data: West's Southern Reporter , 1995
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