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From Third World to First: The Singapore Story 1965-2000

Singapore’s transformation from a struggling, resource-scarce nation to a thriving global
hub is one of the most remarkable development stories of the 20th century. This journey,
encapsulated in the narrative "From Third World to First," highlights the visionary
leadership, strategic policies, and resilient spirit that propelled Singapore from
independence in 1965 to become a first-world economy by 2000. Over these three and a
half decades, Singapore’s story offers valuable lessons on nation-building, economic
development, and social cohesion.

Introduction: The Context of Independence

The Birth of Modern Singapore

In 1965, Singapore gained independence from Malaysia amid political turmoil, economic
uncertainty, and ethnic divisions. The newly formed republic faced immediate challenges:
high unemployment, inadequate infrastructure, limited natural resources, and racial
tensions. The early leadership recognized that survival depended on rapid economic
development, social stability, and good governance.

The Strategic Imperative

Leaders understood that Singapore’s small size and lack of natural resources meant that it
could not rely on traditional industries or agriculture. Instead, they focused on transforming
Singapore into a global trading hub, a financial center, and an attractive destination for
foreign investment.

Foundations of Transformation: Leadership and
Vision

Lee Kuan Yew: The Architect of Modern Singapore

Central to Singapore’s transformation was Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew, whose pragmatic
and farsighted leadership provided the strategic vision necessary for development. His
government prioritized:

- Political stability
- Clean governance



- Long-term planning
- Meritocracy and anti-corruption measures

Policy Frameworks and Governance

The government established robust institutions, implemented strict anti-corruption
measures, and promoted merit-based civil service recruitment. These foundations fostered
investor confidence and efficient administration.

Economic Strategies and Industrialization

Attracting Foreign Investment

Singapore adopted an open-door policy for foreign direct investment (FDI), offering
incentives, tax breaks, and establishing the Economic Development Board (EDB) in 1961 to
attract multinational corporations.

Key Sectors Developed:

- Electronics and manufacturing
- Maritime and shipping

- Financial services

- Pharmaceuticals

Developing Infrastructure and Human Capital

Significant investments were made in:

- Modern port facilities (e.g., Port of Singapore)
- Changi Airport

- Public housing (Housing Development Board)
- Education and workforce training programs

Export-Oriented Growth

The focus on export-led growth enabled Singapore to integrate into the global economy,
leveraging its strategic location as a trading hub.

Social Policies and Nation-Building

Multiracial Harmony and Social Cohesion

Given Singapore’s diverse ethnic makeup, policies promoting racial harmony were vital.



The government implemented:

- Ethnic integration policies in housing
- Bilingual education
- Racial and religious harmony campaigns

Education and Skills Development

Transforming Singapore’s human capital was crucial. The education system was overhauled
to produce a skilled workforce capable of supporting high-tech industries.

Healthcare and Social Welfare

Accessible healthcare and social safety nets contributed to social stability and a high
quality of life.

Major Milestones (1965-2000)

1965-1980: Foundations and Initial Growth

- Establishment of economic zones

- Rapid expansion of manufacturing industries
- Creation of public housing

- Implementation of policies to attract FDI

1980-1990: Diversification and Technological
Advancement

- Development of financial services sector
- Expansion into biotechnology and information technology
- Strengthening of legal and regulatory frameworks

1990-2000: Singapore as a Global City

- Hosting major international events (e.g., Singapore Airshow)
- Launching the Integrated Resorts (Marina Bay Sands, Resorts World Sentosa)
- Efforts to innovate and upgrade industries

Challenges and Responses



Economic Vulnerabilities

Singapore faced vulnerabilities due to its reliance on global trade. The government
responded with economic diversification and resilience strategies.

Ethnic and Social Tensions

The government maintained strict policies to manage ethnic tensions, ensuring social
harmony amidst rapid change.

Environmental Sustainability

Efforts were made to address urban environmental concerns, including green spaces and
sustainable urban planning.

Impact and Legacy

From Third World to First

By 2000, Singapore had achieved remarkable progress:
- High per capita income

- World-class infrastructure

- Stable political environment

- Clean governance

Lessons Learned

- Strong leadership and vision are critical.

- Good governance and anti-corruption measures foster investor confidence.
- Investment in human capital accelerates development.

- Strategic economic planning and openness to global markets are essential.
- Social cohesion policies underpin stability.

Conclusion: The Singapore Model

The Singapore story from 1965 to 2000 is a testament to how strategic policymaking,
disciplined governance, and resilient leadership can turn a resource-scarce nation into a
thriving global city. Its rise exemplifies that with vision, determination, and sound policies,
even the most daunting challenges can be transformed into opportunities. As Singapore
continues to evolve into a knowledge-based economy and global financial hub, its
foundational journey remains a compelling blueprint for developing nations aspiring to
achieve sustainable development and prosperity.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes covered in 'From Third World
to First: The Singapore Story 1965-2000'?

The book covers Singapore's journey from independence in 1965 to becoming a developed
nation by 2000, focusing on nation-building, economic development, leadership, and social
policies.

How did Lee Kuan Yew influence Singapore's
transformation in this period?

Lee Kuan Yew played a pivotal role as Singapore's founding Prime Minister, implementing
policies that promoted economic growth, political stability, and social cohesion, which were
crucial to Singapore’s development.

What economic strategies did Singapore adopt to
transition from third world to first worid?

Singapore focused on attracting foreign investment, developing a skilled workforce,
establishing a pro-business environment, and investing in education and infrastructure to
boost economic growth.

How did Singapore address social and racial divisions
during this period?

Singapore emphasized multiracial harmony through policies promoting racial integration,
equal opportunities, and social cohesion, which helped unify its diverse population.

What role did education play in Singapore's
development from 1965 to 2000?

Education was prioritized to develop a skilled workforce, with significant investments in
schools, technical training, and higher education to support economic growth and
innovation.

What challenges did Singapore face during its rapid
development, and how were they overcome?

Challenges included limited natural resources, unemployment, racial tensions, and external
economic shocks. These were addressed through strategic policies, strong leadership, and
international diplomacy.



How did Singapore's foreign policy evolve during this
period?

Singapore adopted a pragmatic foreign policy focused on maintaining regional stability,
attracting foreign investment, and establishing strong international relationships to support
its development.

What lessons can other developing countries learn from
Singapore's story as outlined in this book?

Other countries can learn the importance of visionary leadership, strategic planning,
investing in human capital, maintaining social harmony, and open economic policies to
achieve development.

Why is 'From Third World to First' considered an
important account of Singapore's history?

It provides an insider's perspective on Singapore’s nation-building process, highlighting
leadership decisions, policy choices, and socio-economic strategies that transformed the
nation within a few decades.
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from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: From Third World to First: The
Singapore Story, 1965-2000 Lee Kuan Yew, 2012-09-15 Few gave tiny Singapore much chance of
survival when independence was thrust upon it in 1965. Today the former British trading post is a
thriving Asian metropolis with one of the world’s highest per capita income. The story of that
transformation is told here by Singapore’s charismatic, controversial founding father Lee Kuan Yew.
From Third World To First continues where the best-selling first volume, The Singapore Story, left
off, and brings up to date the story of Singapore’s dramatic rise. It was first published in 2000.
Delving deep into his own meticulous notes and previously unpublished papers and cabinet records,
Lee details the extraordinary efforts it took for an island city-state in Southeast Asia to survive, with
just “a razor’s edge” to manoeuvre in, as Albert Winsemius, Singapore’s economic advisor in the
1960s, put it.We read how a young man of 42 and his cabinet colleagues finished off the communist
threat to the fledging state’s security, and began the long, hard work of building a nation: creating
an army from scratch, stamping out corruption, providing mass public housing, and masterminding a
national airline and airport. Lee writes frankly about his trenchant approach to political opponents
and his often unorthodox views on human rights, democracy and inherited intelligence, aiming
always “to be correct, not politically correct”. Nothing about Singapore escaped his watchful eye:
whether choosing shrubs for roadsides, restoring the romance of historic Raffles Hotel of persuading
young men to marry women as well-educated as themselves. Today's safe, tidy Singapore certainly
bears his stamp, but as he writes, “If this is a nanny state, I am proud to have fostered one.”

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: From Third World to First Lee
Kuan Yew, 2000-10-03 Few gave tiny Singapore much chance of survival when it was granted
independence in 1965. How is it, then, that today the former British colonial trading post is a
thriving Asian metropolis with not only the world's number one airline, best airport, and busiest port
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of trade, but also the world's fourth-highest per capita real income? The story of that transformation
is told here by Singapore's charismatic, controversial founding father, Lee Kuan Yew. Rising from a
legacy of divisive colonialism, the devastation of the Second World War, and general poverty and
disorder following the withdrawal of foreign forces, Singapore now is hailed as a city of the future.
This miraculous history is dramatically recounted by the man who not only lived through it all but
who fearlessly forged ahead and brought about most of these changes. Delving deep into his own
meticulous notes, as well as previously unpublished government papers and official records, Lee
details the extraordinary efforts it took for an island city-state in Southeast Asia to survive at that
time. Lee explains how he and his cabinet colleagues finished off the communist threat to the
fledgling state's security and began the arduous process of nation building: forging basic
infrastructural roads through a land that still consisted primarily of swamps, creating an army from
a hitherto racially and ideologically divided population, stamping out the last vestiges of colonial-era
corruption, providing mass public housing, and establishing a national airline and airport. In this
illuminating account, Lee writes frankly about his trenchant approach to political opponents and his
often unorthodox views on human rights, democracy, and inherited intelligence, aiming always to be
correct, not politically correct. Nothing in Singapore escaped his watchful eye: whether choosing
shrubs for the greening of the country, restoring the romance of the historic Raffles Hotel, or openly,
unabashedly persuading young men to marry women as well educated as themselves. Today's safe,
tidy Singapore bears Lee's unmistakable stamp, for which he is unapologetic: If this is a nanny state,
[ am proud to have fostered one. Though Lee's domestic canvas in Singapore was small, his vigor
and talent assured him a larger place in world affairs. With inimitable style, he brings history to life
with cogent analyses of some of the greatest strategic issues of recent times and reveals how, over
the years, he navigated the shifting tides of relations among America, China, and Taiwan, acting as
confidant, sounding board, and messenger for them. He also includes candid, sometimes acerbic pen
portraits of his political peers, including the indomitable Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan, the
poetry-spouting Jiang Zemin, and ideologues George Bush and Deng Xiaoping. Lee also lifts the veil
on his family life and writes tenderly of his wife and stalwart partner, Kwa Geok Choo, and of their
pride in their three children -- particularly the eldest son, Hsien Loong, who is now Singapore's
deputy prime minister. For more than three decades, Lee Kuan Yew has been praised and vilified in
equal measure, and he has established himself as a force impossible to ignore in Asian and
international politics. From Third World to First offers readers a compelling glimpse into this
visionary's heart, soul, and mind.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: The Singapore Story: From
Third World to First, 1965-2000 Kuan Yew Lee, 1998

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: Singapore Unveiled: Volume 1:
Insights And Reflections On Politics And Society In The Lion City World Scientific, 2025-07-04 This
volume reflects on the past, present, and future of Singapore's politics and society through selected
works from leading government figures, academics, and practitioners.The chapters of this volume
detail the crucial drivers of Singapore's success — namely, good governance, a renewed social
compact, and enduring bilateral relations. Part I covers insights about governing values and
philosophies, leadership succession, and the country's political system. Part II details contemporary
issues relating to Singapore's social compact, such as the arts, culture, and sports; healthcare; as
well as housing and community-building. Part III features think pieces on Singapore's foreign policy
principles, her long-standing bilateral relations with diplomatic partners, as well as national
security.This volume serves as a commemoration and celebration of Singapore's 60 years of
nation-building thus far — giving readers not just a thorough understanding of the factors
undergirding the country's success, but also valuable insights on how we might all ensure the
continuation of this success into the future.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: From Third World to First Kuan
Yew Lee, 2009

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: Singapore Politics Under the



People's Action Party Diane K. Mauzy, R. S. Milne, 2002-09-11 A comprehensive overview of
politics in Singapore since self-governance. The authors examine how this tiny island has developed
into a global financial centre and an economic and social success under the leadership of the
People's Action Party which has ruled continuously since 1959. The authors explore the nature of the
Singaporean government, as well as major issues such as ethnicity, human rights and the
development of civil society.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: New Challenges, New Frontier
Yoichi Funabashi, 2003 This book is the third Asia and Pacific Lecture that was delivered by Dr
Yoichi Funabashi on 19 September 2003.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: The Arms Dynamic in
South-East Asia During the Second Cold War Mark. G Rolls, 2017-11-30 This title was first
publishd in 2002. This work uses the concept of the arms dynamic to identify and assess the various
factors which influenced arms acquisitions of Southeast Asian states during the second Cold War
period from 1979 to 1989, providing an essential basis for understanding contemporary
developments. The book provides a comprehensive and systematic explanation of the reasons for
arms purchases in SE Asia during the 1980s and aims to fill a gap in the literature by fully exploring
arms procurement processes in the region prior to the end of the Cold War.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: From Traders to Innovators Goh
Chor Boon, 2018-02-14 Today, more than ever, the state of a country's science and technology is a
critical factor for economic competitiveness and long-term growth. This book traces the development
of science and technology policies and initiatives in Singapore since 1965. Developed as a trading
entrepot by the British, science and technology were never strongly emphasized, right up to the
1970s. However, the need to stay ahead of economic competitiveness motivated the Singapore
Government to initiate its national science and technology policy from the 1980s-moving Singapore
from a low-skilled, low-technology economy to a high-skilled, high-technology one. Today, the drive
for Singapore to become a hotbed for technological start-ups and R&D activities, supported by
strong government funding and cutting-edge facilities, seems promising. Are the aspirations of
nurturing a Silicon Valley-type culture in Singapore achievable? Are pragmatic, risk-averse
Singaporeans ready for the mindset change? Can a nation of traders and service-brokers become a
nation of technological innovators and entrepreneurs? This book attempts to provide the answers.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: Cold War Reckonings Jini Kim
Watson, 2021-08-03 Honorable Mention, 2022 René Wellek Prize How did the Cold War shape
culture and political power in decolonizing countries and give rise to authoritarian regimes in the
so-called free world? Cold War Reckonings tells a new story about the Cold War and the global shift
from colonialism to independent nation-states. Assembling a body of transpacific cultural works that
speak to this historical conjuncture, Jini Kim Watson reveals autocracy to be not a deficient form of
liberal democracy, but rather the result of Cold War entanglements with decolonization. Focusing on
East and Southeast Asia, the book scrutinizes cultural texts ranging from dissident poetry, fiction,
and writers’ conference proceedings of the Cold War period, to more recent literature, graphic
novels, and films that retrospectively look back to these decades with a critical eye. Paying
particular attention to anti-communist repression and state infrastructures of violence, the book
provides a richaccount of several U.S.-allied Cold War regimes in the Asia Pacific, including the
South Korean military dictatorship, Marcos’ rule in the Philippines, illiberal Singapore under Lee
Kuan Yew, and Suharto’s Indonesia. Watson’s book argues that the cultural forms and narrative
techniques that emerged from the Cold War-decolonizing matrix offer new ways of comprehending
these histories and connecting them to our present. The book advances our understanding of the
global reverberations of the Cold War and its enduring influence on cultural and political formations
in the Asia Pacific. Cold War Reckonings is available from the publisher on an open-access basis.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: A Handbook of Comparative Social
Policy, Second Edition Patricia Kennett, 2013-01-01 "This extensively revised edition of A Handbook
of Comparative Social Policy provides up-to-date and valuable insights on key concepts and issues,




such as globalization, crime, diversity, housing, child poverty, gender inequality, and social policy
regimes. To write about these topics, editor Patricia Kennett has gathered an excellent team of
researchers, who deal with both the developing and the advanced industrial world. Students of
comparative social policy would benefit from engaging with this illuminating Handbook.' Daniel
Béland, JohnsonShoyama Graduate School of Public Policy, Canada The current context of social
policy is one in which many of the old certainties of the past have been eroded. The predominantly
inward-looking, domestic preoccupation of social policy has made way for a more integrated,
international and outward approach to analysis which looks beyond the boundaries of the state. It is
in this context that this Handbook brings together the work of key commentators in the field of
comparative analysis in order to provide comprehensive coverage of contemporary debates and
issues in cross-national social policy research. Organized around five themes, this thoroughly revised
and updated second edition explores the contextual, conceptual, analytical and processual aspects of
undertaking comparative social research. The contributions highlight specific areas of comparative
social policy including child poverty and well-being, patterns of housing provision and housing
inequalities, and social protection in East Asia as well as crime and criminology in a global context.
The authors of the Handbook explore continuing and emerging themes as well as issues which are of
particular relevance to understanding the contemporary social world. International in scope, this
authoritative Handbook presents original cutting-edge research from leading specialists and will
become an indispensable source of reference for anyone interested in comparative and international
social research. It will also prove a valuable study aid for undergraduate and postgraduate students
from a range of disciplines including social policy, sociology, politics, urban studies and public
policy.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: Brown Boys and Rice Queens
Eng-Beng Lim, 2023-11-21 Honorable Mention for the 2015 Cultural Studies Best Book presented by
the Association of Asian American Studies Winner of the 2013 CLAGS Fellowship Award for Best
First Book Project in LGBT Studies A transnational study of Asian performance shaped by the
homoerotics of orientalism, Brown Boys and Rice Queens focuses on the relationship between the
white man and the native boy. Eng-Beng Lim unpacks this as the central trope for understanding
colonial and cultural encounters in 20th and 21st century Asia and its diaspora. Using the native boy
as a critical guide, Lim formulates alternative readings of a traditional Balinese ritual, postcolonial
Anglophone theatre in Singapore, and performance art in Asian America. Tracing the transnational
formation of the native boy as racial fetish object across the last century, Lim follows this figure as
he is passed from the hands of the colonial empire to the postcolonial nation-state to neoliberal
globalization. Read through such figurations, the traffic in native boys among white men serves as
an allegory of an infantilized and emasculated Asia, subordinate before colonial whiteness and
modernity. Pushing further, Lim addresses the critical paradox of this entrenched relationship that
resides even within queer theory itself by formulating critical interventions around Asian
performance.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: Singapore in the Global System
Peter Preston, 2007-12-21 This book tracks the phases of Singapore’s economic and political
development, arguing that its success was always dependent upon the territories links with the
surrounding region and the wider global system, and suggests that managing these links today will
be the key to the country’s future. Singapore has followed a distinctive historical development
trajectory. It was one of a number of cities which provided bases for the expansion of the British
empire in the East. But the Pacific War provided local elites with their chance to secure
independence. In Singapore the elite disciplined and mobilized their population and built
successfully on their colonial inheritance. Today, the city-state prospers in the context of its regional
and global networks, and sustaining and nurturing these are the keys to its future. But there are
clouds on the elite’s horizons; domestically, the population is restive with inequality, migration and
surplus-repression causing concern; and internationally, the strategy of constructing a business-hub
economy is being widely copied and both Hong Kong and Shanghai are significant competitors. This



book discusses these issues and argues that although success is likely to characterize Singapore’s
future, the elite will have to address these significant domestic and international problems.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: The Legacy of the Cold War
Vojtech Mastny, Zhu Liqun, 2013-12-16 The unexpected end of the protracted conflict has been a
sobering experience for scholars. No theory had anticipated how the Cold War would be terminated,
and none should also be relied upon to explicate its legacy. But instead of relying on preconceived
formulas to project past developments, taking a historical perspective to explain their causes and
consequences allows one to better understand trends and their long-term significance. The present
book takes such perspective, focusing on the evolution of security, its substance as well as its
perception, the concurrent development of alliances and other cooperative structures for security,
and their effectiveness in managing conflicts. In The Legacy of the Cold War Vojtech Mastny and
Zhu Liqun bring together scholars to examine the worldwide effects of the Cold War on international
security. Focusing on regions where the Cold War made the most enduring impact?the Euro-Atlantic
area and East Asia?historians, political scientists, and international relations scholars explore
alliances and other security measures during the Cold War and how they carry over into the
twenty-first century.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: Handbook on the Politics of
Small States Godfrey Baldacchinoel, Anders Wivel, 2020-03-28 Comprehensive and timely, this
Handbook identifies the key characteristics, challenges and opportunities involved in the politics of
small states across the globe today. Acknowledging the historical legacies behind these states, the
chapters unpack the costs and benefits of different political models for small states.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: Boards of the Future Dr.
Chinyere Almona, 2021-11-09 Boards may not appear to be noticed while business activities are
going well. Yet, when things start to go awry, they are usually the center of attention, and their
effectiveness is actively questioned. Are todays' boards equipped to create value for companies in
the future? Dr. Almona's proprietary ©Five-Way Directional Model, which can be used in various
contexts, guides board members to focus their attention on what matters most. It helps them
leverage their board leadership role to achieve success in the short, medium, and long term. The
model requires business leaders to look intentionally in the right direction, learn from what they see
so that they can lead effectively, and consequently leap exponentially. Looking in the right direction
allows the board to have a robust perspective of its stakeholders and the business landscape. Over
the past twenty-five years, Dr. Almona has studied board behavior and worked with several boards
as an advisor, assessor, trainer, and consultant. In this book, she harnesses her wealth of experience
to assist boards in professionalizing their practices to achieve sustainable business success. Boards
that look and learn effectively, lead and leap exponentially.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: India as an Asia Pacific Power
David Brewster, 2012-03-12 The emergence of India as a regional and potentially global power is
forcing us to rethink our mental map of the Asia Pacific. We are only just beginning to discern how
India may alter the global economic landscape. How will the rise of India change the strategic
landscape of Asia and beyond? This book provides a comprehensive assessment of India's
international relations in the Asia Pacific, a region which has not traditionally been understood to
include India. It examines India’s strategic thinking about the Asia Pacific, its relationships with
China and the United States, and India's increasingly close security ties with other major countries
in the region. It considers the consequences of India’s rise on the Asia Pacific strategic order and
asks whether India is likely to join the ranks of the major powers of the Asia Pacific in coming years.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: Sport in Asian Society Fan Hong,
J.A. Mangan, 2005-11-18 Linking sport to the emergence and growth of modern Asian society this
collection of essays offers a lucid, original and highly readable history of politics, culture and sport
in the world's most populous region.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: Making Cities Global A. K.
Sandoval-Strausz, Nancy H. Kwak, 2017-09-12 In recent decades, hundreds of millions of people



across the world have moved from rural areas to metropolitan regions, some of them crossing
national borders on the way. While urbanization and globalization are proceeding with an intensity
that seems unprecedented, these are only the most recent iterations of long-term
transformations—cities have for centuries served as vital points of contact between different
peoples, economies, and cultures. Making Cities Global explores the intertwined development of
urbanization and globalization using a historical approach that demonstrates the many forms
transnationalism has taken, each shaped by the circumstances of a particular time and place. It also
emphasizes that globalization has not been persistent or automatic—many people have been as likely
to resist or reject outside connections as to establish or embrace them. The essays in the collection
revolve around three foundational themes. The first is an emphasis on connections among the United
States, East and Southeast Asia, Latin America, and South Asia. Second, contributors ground their
studies of globalization in the built environments and everyday interactions of the city, because even
world-spanning practices must be understood as people experience them in their neighborhoods,
workplaces, stores, and streets. Last is a fundamental concern with the role powerful empires and
nation-states play in the emergence of globalizing and urbanizing processes. Making Cities Global
argues that combining urban history with a transnational approach leads to a richer understanding
of our increasingly interconnected world. In order to achieve prosperity, peace, and sustainability in
metropolitan areas in the present and into the future, we must understand their historical origins
and development. Contributors: Erica Allen-Kim, Leandro Benmergui, Matt Garcia, Richard Harris,
Carola Hein, Nancy Kwak, Carl Nightingale, Amy C. Offner, Margaret O'Mara, Nikhil Rao, A. K.
Sandoval-Strausz, Arijit Sen, Thomas J. Sugrue.

from third world to first the singapore story 1965 2000: Rescue Thyself Sylvanus Ayeni,
2017-03-29 This book is an in-depth and bold dialogue with several constituencies about the
necessity of finding alternative pathways to solve the monumental problems facing the nations of
Sub-Saharan Africa. It asserts that the most formidable barriers to progress in Sub-Saharan Africa
are Sub-Saharan Africans, particularly the leaders. Thus, for these nations to escape from
destitution, change must originate from within. African leaders are reminded that life anchored on
the pursuit of money, material wealth, and power by any means, is hollow, empty, and meaningless.
The future leaders of Sub-Saharan Africa are reminded that the Creator has endowed them and the
citizens of their nations with the talents they need to develop themselves and their societies.
Furthermore, nature has been so kind to their nations, endowing them with more than sufficient
natural resources. Thus, they need not continue the culture of dependency on the rest of the human
race.
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