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"Durrell My Family and Other Animals" is a captivating memoir penned by Gerald Durrell that offers
an intimate glimpse into his early life, family dynamics, and the fascinating animals he encountered
and adored. This autobiographical work not only highlights Durrell’s passion for wildlife but also
provides a humorous and heartfelt account of his childhood adventures in the Greek island of Corfu.
Whether you are an animal lover, a fan of travel narratives, or interested in family stories, this book
remains a timeless classic that celebrates the wonders of nature and the quirks of family life.

---

Overview of Durrell’s Life and the Book’s Significance

Who Was Gerald Durrell?
Gerald Durrell (1925–1995) was a renowned British naturalist, zookeeper, conservationist, and author.
His remarkable ability to communicate his love for animals and the natural world made him a beloved
figure worldwide. Durrell’s passion for wildlife led him to establish the Jersey Zoo and to promote
conservation efforts that continue to influence the field today.

The Essence of "My Family and Other Animals"
Published in 1956, "My Family and Other Animals" is the first in a trilogy that chronicles Durrell’s
youth on the Greek island of Corfu. The memoir combines humor, adventure, and heartfelt emotion,
capturing the chaos and charm of a family immersed in the beauty of nature. The book’s engaging
storytelling has made it a favorite among readers of all ages and has inspired numerous adaptations,
including a successful television series.

---

Family Dynamics and Character Portraits

The Durrell Family
The narrative centers around Gerald Durrell’s family, each member portrayed with affection and
humor. Their interactions and personalities contribute significantly to the book’s charm.

Louisa Durrell: The matriarch, known for her practical wisdom, strong will, and love for her
family. She is fiercely protective and often the voice of reason amidst chaos.



Leslie Durrell: The elder brother, passionate about hunting and sports, often depicted as
somewhat boisterous and competitive.

Margaret Durrell: The sister, characterized by her fashionable tastes, quick wit, and caring
nature.

Larry Durrell: The aspiring novelist with a dry sense of humor and a penchant for literary
pursuits.

Margo Durrell: The youngest sister, often portrayed as charming and slightly naive but deeply
loved by the family.

The Family’s Life in Corfu
Living on Corfu, the Durrell family experiences a lifestyle marked by simplicity, eccentricity, and close
encounters with the island’s flora and fauna. Their interactions reveal a lively household where humor
and love prevail amid the challenges of expatriate life.

---

The Rich Tapestry of Animals and Nature

Animal Encounters and Pet Tales
One of the most enchanting aspects of the book is Durrell’s vivid descriptions of the numerous
animals that became part of his childhood. His fascination with wildlife is evident in the colorful
characters he introduces.

Hermes: The family’s beloved stray cat, described as sleek and clever, who often outsmarts1.
the household.

Gerry’s Reptiles: Including lizards, snakes, and other reptiles that Gerry kept as pets,2.
showcasing his scientific curiosity.

Wild Birds: The diverse birdlife of Corfu, such as swallows, finches, and owls, which fascinated3.
Gerry and his family.

Exotic Animals: Durrell’s adventures with unique and sometimes mischievous animals like a4.
large tortoise named "Hercules" and a mischievous mongoose.



Corfu’s Flora and Fauna
Beyond individual animals, the book vividly describes the island’s natural environment—the lush olive
groves, fragrant citrus trees, and the vibrant ecosystems teeming with life.

Corfu’s forests and hills are depicted as a haven for countless species of insects, birds, and
mammals.

The sea surrounding Corfu provides a habitat for fish, crustaceans, and other marine creatures
that Durrell eagerly explores.

The flora includes wildflowers, herbs, and cultivated gardens that add color and life to the
island’s landscape.

Durrell’s Passion for Conservation
Throughout the memoir, Durrell’s love for animals and their preservation is palpable. His early
experiences with animals fuel his lifelong commitment to conservation.

He recounts how caring for injured or orphaned animals taught him empathy and responsibility.

Durrell’s fascination with reptiles and other creatures led him to study them scientifically, laying
the groundwork for his later conservation efforts.

The book emphasizes the importance of respecting wildlife and understanding their role within
ecosystems.

---

Humor and Heartfelt Moments

Comic Tales and Eccentric Characters
Gerald Durrell’s storytelling is infused with humor that brings his family and animals vividly to life.

The humorous mishaps of family outings and animal escapades often result in comic chaos.

The eccentricities of Corfiot locals add a cultural flavor, with amusing anecdotes about their
customs and beliefs.

Durrell’s witty dialogues and humorous descriptions make reading the book a delightful



experience.

Moments of Tenderness and Reflection
While humor dominates, the narrative also includes touching moments that reveal the depth of
Durrell’s affection for his family and animals.

The bond between Gerry and his pets showcases a tender understanding of companionship.

Family scenes depict love, quarrels, and reconciliation, portraying a realistic and heartfelt
portrayal of family life.

Durrell’s reflections on the natural world often evoke a sense of wonder and respect for life.

---

Legacy and Impact of "My Family and Other Animals"

Influence on Nature Writing and Literature
Gerald Durrell’s engaging narrative style and passion for wildlife have inspired countless writers and
naturalists.

The book is credited with popularizing the genre of humorous nature memoirs.

It encourages readers of all ages to appreciate and protect the natural world.

The vivid descriptions serve as an educational tool for understanding biodiversity and
conservation.

Adaptations and Continued Relevance
The enduring popularity of "My Family and Other Animals" has led to adaptations across various
media.

A highly acclaimed television series titled "The Durrells" brought the story to a new generation.

Educational programs and wildlife documentaries often reference Durrell’s work for inspiration.



The book remains a recommended read in schools for its literary and environmental themes.

Enduring Appeal
The universal themes of family, adventure, curiosity, and respect for nature make Durrell’s memoir
timeless.

It resonates with readers who cherish childhood innocence and a love for animals.

Readers are encouraged to explore their surroundings with curiosity and compassion.

The book’s blend of humor and heartfelt storytelling ensures its place in literary history.

---

Conclusion
"Durrell My Family and Other Animals" is more than just a childhood memoir; it is a celebration of
life’s simple joys, the wonder of the natural world, and the quirky charm of family life. Gerald Durrell’s
vivid storytelling captures the essence of childhood innocence and curiosity, inspiring generations to
appreciate the beauty and diversity of animals and nature. Whether you are seeking entertainment,
education, or a nostalgic glimpse into a bygone era, this book offers a rich tapestry of humor, love,
and adventure that continues to enchant readers worldwide. Dive into Durrell’s world and discover
the magic that unfolds when family, animals, and the natural environment come together in perfect
harmony.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'My Family and Other Animals' about?
'My Family and Other Animals' is a semi-autobiographical book by Gerald Durrell that chronicles his
childhood in Corfu, Greece, focusing on his family and the diverse range of animals they encounter.

Who is Gerald Durrell in 'My Family and Other Animals'?
Gerald Durrell is the author and narrator of the book, a young naturalist with a passion for animals
and conservation, sharing his humorous experiences growing up on the Greek island.

What are some of the most memorable animals in 'My Family



and Other Animals'?
Some memorable animals include a mischievous tortoise named Basil, a wild cat called Whiskers, and
a variety of exotic birds and insects that Gerald encounters during his childhood.

How does 'My Family and Other Animals' depict Greek island
life?
The book vividly captures the quirky, vibrant, and laid-back lifestyle of Corfu residents, blending
humor with cultural observations and local traditions.

What themes are explored in 'My Family and Other Animals'?
Themes include family dynamics, childhood curiosity, the love of nature and animals, adventure, and
the humor found in everyday life.

Is 'My Family and Other Animals' suitable for children?
Yes, it is widely enjoyed by children and young readers, though its humor and storytelling appeal to
readers of all ages, especially those interested in animals and travel.

Has 'My Family and Other Animals' been adapted into other
media?
Yes, the book has been adapted into a television series, a film, and stage productions, bringing
Durrell's charming story to new audiences.

What is the significance of 'My Family and Other Animals' in
Gerald Durrell's career?
It is one of Durrell's most beloved works, establishing his reputation as a naturalist and storyteller,
and inspiring many to pursue conservation and wildlife studies.

How does 'My Family and Other Animals' compare to Durrell's
other works?
It is considered his most popular and autobiographical book, setting the tone for his later writings on
animals, conservation, and travel with a humorous and heartfelt style.

Additional Resources
Durrell: My Family and Other Animals—A Journey into Life, Nature, and Humanity

Introduction

Durrell: My Family and Other Animals is more than just a memoir; it is a vivid tapestry woven with



humor, insight, and a profound appreciation for the natural world. Written by Gerald Durrell, the book
chronicles his childhood on the Greek island of Corfu, where he, his eccentric family, and an eclectic
menagerie of animals coexist in a setting that is as lively and unpredictable as the stories themselves.
This semi-autobiographical work captures the essence of childhood innocence intertwined with a
passionate fascination for wildlife, ultimately exploring themes of family dynamics, conservation, and
the transformative power of nature.

---

Origins and Context of the Book

Gerald Durrell: A Naturalist in the Making

Gerald Durrell (1925–1995) was a British naturalist, zookeeper, conservationist, and writer renowned
for his wit, storytelling prowess, and dedication to wildlife preservation. His early life on Corfu,
detailed vividly in My Family and Other Animals, laid the foundation for his lifelong passion for animals
and the natural world. The memoir first published in 1956, offers readers an intimate glimpse into a
childhood steeped in adventure, chaos, and curiosity.

The Setting: Corfu as a Living Character

Corfu, a Greek island in the Ionian Sea, is not merely a backdrop but a vibrant character within the
narrative. Its lush landscapes, bustling streets, and warm Mediterranean climate create an
environment teeming with life and possibilities. Durrell’s descriptions evoke a sense of place that is
both idyllic and unpredictable—an ideal habitat for the diverse animals and eccentric characters that
populate his stories.

---

The Eccentric Family: Characters and Dynamics

Louisa Durrell: The Matriarch

Louisa Durrell, Gerald’s mother, is portrayed as a fiercely protective and resourceful woman. Her
approach to parenting blends unwavering love with a pragmatic attitude towards her children’s
eccentricities. She manages the household with a firm but caring hand, often engaging in humorous
disputes with her children and the local community, especially when it comes to her efforts to keep
the family afloat in a foreign land.

Leslie Durrell: The Big Brother

Leslie, the eldest son, is characterized by his seriousness and ambition. He is passionate about his
career in the British Army and later becomes an officer. His interactions with Gerald often reflect a
mixture of sibling rivalry and genuine affection, serving as a foil to Gerald’s whimsical nature.

Margo Durrell: The Middle Child

Margo, the only daughter, is depicted as somewhat vain and obsessed with social status but
ultimately caring deep down. Her playful antics and occasional misadventures add levity to the
narrative, highlighting her desire for acceptance and her bond with her brothers.



The Other Family Members

While the core family members are the focus, the narrative also touches on extended family, locals,
and friends who contribute to the lively tapestry of life on Corfu. Their interactions reveal cultural
nuances and add authenticity to the setting.

---

The Menagerie of Animals: A Living Ecosystem

The Animal Collection

One of the defining features of Durrell’s childhood was the extraordinary collection of animals he kept
at the family’s house. These ranged from pets to wild creatures, each with its own personality and
story. The animals were not merely pets but integral characters in the narrative, embodying Durrell’s
fascination with biodiversity.

Notable animals include:

- Bingo: The family’s faithful dog, often depicted as humorous and loyal.
- Taki: A mischievous cat with a penchant for getting into trouble.
- The Snakes: Various species kept in terrariums, reflecting Durrell’s early interest in herpetology.
- Wild Birds: Resident and visiting avian species, showcasing Corfu’s rich birdlife.
- Exotic Creatures: Such as a tiny lizard or a rare butterfly, illustrating the diversity of the island’s
fauna.

The Role of Animals in the Narrative

The animals serve multiple narrative functions:

- Educational: They introduce readers to different species, behaviors, and habitats.
- Humorous and Endearing: Animal antics often lead to comic situations that highlight Durrell’s wit.
- Symbolic: Animals symbolize aspects of human nature, societal norms, or the chaos of life itself.
- Conservation Inspiration: Durrell’s early experiences foster a lifelong commitment to wildlife
preservation, a theme woven throughout the memoir.

---

Themes Explored in My Family and Other Animals

The Intersection of Family and Nature

Durrell’s portrayal of his family underscores the importance of human relationships amidst the chaos
of everyday life. The household’s lively atmosphere is contrasted with the natural world’s
unpredictability, illustrating how both spheres intertwine and influence each other.

Humor as a Lens for Understanding

Humor permeates the narrative, serving as a tool to navigate awkward situations, cultural
misunderstandings, and the eccentricities of family members. Durrell’s witty narration makes complex
themes accessible and engaging for a broad audience.



Conservation and the Love of Wildlife

Although the book is rooted in personal anecdotes, it subtly advocates for wildlife conservation.
Durrell’s fascination with animals extends beyond mere admiration; it reflects a deep-seated desire to
understand, protect, and preserve biodiversity.

Cultural and Societal Observations

Through his interactions with locals, expatriates, and family, Durrell offers insights into Greek culture,
colonial influences, and the social fabric of Corfu. These observations add depth to the memoir and
foster cross-cultural understanding.

---

Impact and Legacy of the Book

Literary Significance

My Family and Other Animals is celebrated for its charming storytelling, vivid descriptions, and
humorous tone. It has inspired numerous readers, writers, and conservationists worldwide, cementing
its status as a classic in autobiographical and travel literature.

Conservation Movement

Durrell’s early experiences with animals laid the groundwork for his later conservation efforts,
including founding the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust. The memoir subtly underscores the
importance of respecting and protecting the natural world.

Adaptations and Cultural Influence

The popularity of the book led to adaptations into radio dramas, stage plays, and a popular television
series. Its influence extends beyond literature, inspiring a broader appreciation for wildlife and family
life.

---

Final Reflection: The Enduring Charm of Durrell’s World

Durrell: My Family and Other Animals remains a testament to the enduring human fascination with
nature, family, and the chaos of life. Gerald Durrell’s ability to blend humor, insight, and affection
creates a compelling narrative that resonates across generations. At its core, the memoir celebrates
the joy of discovery—of animals, cultures, and oneself—and reminds us of the importance of nurturing
our curiosity and compassion for the living world around us.

In a time where environmental awareness is more crucial than ever, Durrell’s stories serve as a gentle
yet powerful reminder of our shared responsibility to cherish and protect the diverse tapestry of life
that surrounds us. Whether you are a nature enthusiast, a family seeker, or simply a lover of well-told
stories, My Family and Other Animals offers a delightful and enlightening journey into a life where
chaos and curiosity collide in the most charming ways.



Durrell My Family And Other Animals

  durrell my family and other animals: My Family and Other Animals Gerald Durrell,
2017-04-20 My Family and Other Animals is the first book in The Corfu Trilogy, the inspiration for
ITV's The Durrells. The bewitching account of a rare and magical childhood on the island of Corfu by
treasured British conservationist Gerald Durrell Escaping the ills of the British climate, the Durrell
family - acne-ridden Margo, gun-toting Leslie, bookworm Lawrence and budding naturalist Gerry,
along with their long-suffering mother and Roger the dog - take off for the island of Corfu. But the
Durrells find that, reluctantly, they must share their various villas with a menagerie of local fauna -
among them scorpions, geckos, toads, bats and butterflies. Recounted with immense humour and
charm My Family and Other Animals is a wonderful account of a rare, magical childhood. 'Durrell
has an uncanny knack of discovering human as well as animal eccentricities' Sunday Telegraph 'A
bewitching book' Sunday Times
  durrell my family and other animals: My Family and Other Animals Bill Bowler, Gerald
Durrell, 2003 The weather in England that summer had been so awful that Gerald's mother sold the
family house and took her children to live on the Mediterranean island of Corfu. Between lessons,
the ten-year-old Gerald was free to walk round the sunny island and discover the wonderful people
and animals living there. This is a story of Gerald's adventures.
  durrell my family and other animals: Gerald Durrell: My Family and Other Animals
Kenneth Hardacre, 1964
  durrell my family and other animals: Notes on Gerald Durrell's My family and other
animals , 1977
  durrell my family and other animals: Gerald Durrell Isadore Lewis Baker, 1963
  durrell my family and other animals: Durrell: My Family and Other Animals Bloomsbury
Publishing, 1992-01-30 This is a Bloomsbury Academic title. For our full Academic Catalogue, please
visit https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/academic/
  durrell my family and other animals: The Corfu Trilogy Gerald Durrell, 2016-11-29
National Bestseller: The complete trilogy that inspired Masterpiece production The Durrells in Corfu
in one volume. The tales of a naturalist and his family, who left England for the Greek island of
Corfu—where they interacted with fascinating locals of both human and animal varieties—these
memoirs have become beloved bestsellers and inspired the delightful series that aired on PBS
television. Included in this three-book collection are: My Family and Other Animals: Ten-year-old
Gerald Durrell arrives on sun-drenched Corfu with this family and pursues his interest in natural
history, making friends with the island’s fauna—from toads and tortoises to scorpions and
geckos—while reveling in the joyous chaos of growing up in an unconventional household. Birds,
Beasts and Relatives: Written after a boyhood spent studying zoology, this memoir is part nature
guide, part coming-of-age tale, and all charmingly funny memoir. The Garden of the Gods: In the
conclusion of the trilogy, Durrell shares more tales of wild animals and his even wilder family,
including his mother, Louisa, and his siblings Lawrence, Leslie, and Margo, in the years before
World War II. “[Durrell’s] books have an unfailing charm. . . . It is a tribute to his skill that one never
tires of his accounts” (Chicago Tribune). This ebook features an illustrated biography of Gerald
Durrell including rare photos from the author’s estate.
  durrell my family and other animals: My Family and Other Animals Gerald Durrell, 1972
  durrell my family and other animals: My Family and Other Animals Gerald Durrell,
2004-06-29 The first book in Gerald Durrell's Corfu Trilogy: a bewitching account of a rare and
magical childhood on the island of Corfu, which was the inspiration for the Masterpiece PBS series
The Durrells in Corfu. When the unconventional Durrell family can no longer endure the damp, gray
English climate, they do what any sensible family would do: sell their house and relocate to the
sunny Greek isle of Corfu. My Family and Other Animals was intended to embrace the natural
history of the island but ended up as a delightful account of Durrell’s family’s experiences, from the

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-019/durrell-my-family-and-other-animals.pdf


many eccentric hangers-on to the ceaseless procession of puppies, toads, scorpions, geckoes,
ladybugs, glowworms, octopuses, bats, and butterflies into their home.
  durrell my family and other animals: Summary of Gerald Durrell's My Family and Other
Animals Everest Media, 2022-07-24T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the
original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 My family was not a very attractive sight that afternoon, as
the weather had brought with it the usual selection of ills. For me, it had brought catarrh, which had
inflamed the convolutions of my ears and made them bleed delicately but persistently. #2 We sold
the house and flew to Greece. We were all travelling light, taking only what we considered to be the
bare essentials of life. When we opened our luggage for Customs inspection, the contents of our
bags were a fair indication of character and interests. #3 We arrived in Corfu, the largest of the
Greek islands. The sea was calm and the sky was blue, and the island was blanketed in mist. We
could see the mountains, and the beaches were as white as tusks among the brilliant rocks. #4 We
arrived in Split, and had to wait for Mother to get Roger into a cab. He had never been in such a
vehicle, and he treated it with suspicion. We had to lift him and hurl him inside.
  durrell my family and other animals: My Family and Other Animals-TV TIE IN Edition Gerald
Durrell, 2016-04-26 My Family and Other Animals is the bewitching account of a rare and magical
childhood on the island of Corfu by treasured British conservationist Gerald Durrell. This tv tie in
edition coincides with ITV's six part television series The Durrells. Escaping the ills of the British
climate, the Durrell family - acne-ridden Margo, gun-toting Leslie, bookworm Lawrence and budding
naturalist Gerry, along with their long-suffering mother and Roger the dog - take off for the island of
Corfu. But the Durrells find that, reluctantly, they must share their various villas with a menagerie of
local fauna - among them scorpions, geckos, toads, bats and butterflies. Recounted with immense
humour and charm My Family and Other Animals is a wonderful account of a rare, magical
childhood. 'Durrell has an uncanny knack of discovering human as well as animal eccentricities'
Sunday Telegraph 'A bewitching book' Sunday Times
  durrell my family and other animals: Gerald Durrell Hana Sambrook, 1990
  durrell my family and other animals: Notes on Gerald Durrells "My Family and Other
Animals" , 1972
  durrell my family and other animals: Notes on Gerald Durrell's College of Careers, 1971
  durrell my family and other animals: Discussion Notes on Gerald Durrell's My Family
and Other Animals M. Bayne, 1960
  durrell my family and other animals: My Family and Other Animals, Gerald Durrell Hana
Sambrook, 1990
  durrell my family and other animals: Brodie's Notes on Gerald Durrell's "My Family and
Other Animals" Kenneth Hardacre, 1992-01-30 Part of a series of literature guides designed for
GCSE coursework requirements, this book contains author details, background to the work,
summaries of the text, critical commentaries, analysis of characterization, and sample questions
with guideline answers.
  durrell my family and other animals: My Family and Other Animals, by Gerald Durrell
Dawn Tucker, 1989
  durrell my family and other animals: Lawrence Durrell and the Greek World Anna Lillios,
2004-02 Novelist Lawrence Durrell's fondness for his adopted homeland of Greece led him to
declare I'm a Greek, and profoundly influenced his work. Attempting to capture the scope of the
Greek world's relationship with Durrell's life and work, Lilios (English, U. of Central Florida)
presents 22 papers that approach the topic from a range of perspectives. After a number of
reminiscences of Durrell by family and friends, a set of essays are organized by place, examining
Durrell's relationship with Corfu, Alexandria, Rhodes, and Cyprus. The remaining essays are
grouped according to theme discussing such issues as the influence of myth and other Greek
inspirations on Durrell's novels, poems, and other work. Distributed by Associated University
Presses. Annotation ♭2004 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).
  durrell my family and other animals: My Family and Other Saints Kirin Narayan, 2008-07-18



In 1969, young Kirin Narayan’s older brother, Rahoul, announced that he was quitting school and
leaving home to seek enlightenment with a guru. From boyhood, his restless creativity had
continually surprised his family, but his departure shook up everyone— especially Kirin, who adored
her high-spirited, charismatic brother. A touching, funny, and always affectionate memoir, My
Family and Other Saints traces the reverberations of Rahoul's spiritual journey through the entire
family. As their beachside Bombay home becomes a crossroads for Westerners seeking Eastern
enlightenment, Kirin’s sari-wearing American mother wholeheartedly embraces ashrams and gurus,
adopting her son’s spiritual quest as her own. Her Indian father, however, coins the term
“urug”—guru spelled backward—to mock these seekers, while young Kirin, surrounded by radiant
holy men, parents drifting apart, and a motley of young, often eccentric Westerners, is left to find
her own answers. Deftly recreating the turbulent emotional world of her bicultural adolescence, but
overlaying it with the hard-won understanding of adulthood, Narayan presents a large, rambunctious
cast of quirky characters. Throughout, she brings to life not just a family but also a time when just
about everyone, it seemed, was consumed by some sort of spiritual quest. “A lovely book about the
author's youth in Bombay, India. . . . The family home becomes a magnet for truth-seekers, and
Narayan is there to affectionately document all of it.”—Body + Soul “Gods, gurus and eccentric
relatives compete for primacy in Kirin Narayan's enchanting memoir of her childhood in
Bombay.”—William Grimes, New York Times
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