the wild garden william robinson

The wild garden William Robinson is a seminal concept in the history of horticulture,
renowned for its innovative approach to gardening that emphasizes naturalistic design,
native plants, and ecological harmony. William Robinson (1838-1935), a pioneering British
gardener, author, and plant ecologist, revolutionized traditional gardening practices by
advocating for a style that mimics nature rather than formal, geometric layouts. His ideas
have profoundly influenced modern gardening, inspiring countless enthusiasts and
professionals to embrace more sustainable and aesthetically pleasing landscapes.

Who Was William Robinson?

William Robinson was born in 1838 in England and dedicated his life to the study,
cultivation, and appreciation of plants. A self-taught botanist and horticulturist, Robinson
was deeply committed to promoting the use of native plants and fostering a more natural
approach to landscape design. His career spanned over several decades during which he
authored influential books, managed renowned gardens, and contributed to the evolution of
gardening philosophy.

Robinson's work was driven by a desire to move away from the rigid, formal Victorian
garden styles that characterized the 19th century. Instead, he championed a style that
reflected the organic beauty of wild landscapes, emphasizing the importance of ecological
balance and plant compatibility.

The Concept of the Wild Garden

Origins and Philosophy

The idea of the wild garden emerged from Robinson's observations of natural plant
communities and his belief that gardens should emulate nature's untamed beauty. His
philosophy centered on creating landscapes that appear to grow spontaneously, blending
native flora with carefully selected exotic species to achieve a harmonious and sustainable
environment.

Robinson argued that the traditional formal garden was artificial and disconnected from the
natural world. He believed that a garden should be a reflection of the surrounding
environment, fostering biodiversity and ecological health.



Key Principles of Robinson’s Wild Garden

¢ Use of native plants: Prioritizing indigenous species that are well-adapted to local
conditions, supporting local ecosystems.

e Naturalistic planting: Arranging plants in drifts and clusters that mimic natural
growth patterns rather than strict geometric shapes.

e Layered composition: Creating vertical layers with ground covers, herbaceous
plants, shrubs, and trees for a lush, multi-dimensional effect.

* Ecological harmony: Selecting plants that coexist harmoniously, requiring minimal
maintenance and supporting wildlife.

e Minimal intervention: Allowing plants to grow freely with limited pruning or
shaping, fostering natural development.

William Robinson’s Major Works and
Contributions

"The Wild Garden" (1870)

Robinson’s most influential book, The Wild Garden, published in 1870, laid the foundation
for the wild garden movement. This seminal work challenged Victorian gardening norms
and provided practical advice on creating naturalistic landscapes.

In The Wild Garden, Robinson emphasized the importance of understanding plant ecology
and choosing species suited to local conditions. He offered guidance on planting
techniques, garden design, and plant selection, advocating for a more organic, less formal
approach.

Other Notable Writings

- The English Flower Garden (1883): Focused on cultivating flowers in a naturalistic style.
- Vegetable Gardening (1892): Advocated for a productive garden that blends aesthetics
with utility.

- My Garden and Other Gardens (1902): Reflections on garden design and Robinson’s
personal experiences.



Impact on Garden Design and Ecology

Robinson’s ideas influenced garden designers, landscape architects, and conservationists.
His emphasis on native plants and ecological balance contributed to the development of
naturalistic gardens, wildflower meadows, and sustainable landscaping practices.

The Influence of William Robinson on Modern
Gardening

Legacy and Modern Interpretations

Robinson’s principles continue to resonate in contemporary gardening. Many modern
landscape designers draw inspiration from his concept of the wild garden, emphasizing
ecological sustainability, native planting, and natural beauty.

Wild gardens are now seen as vital tools for supporting biodiversity, attracting pollinators,
and combating habitat loss. Robinson’s approach has been integrated into the design of
public parks, private gardens, and restoration projects worldwide.

Notable Examples of Robinson’s Wild Garden
Philosophy

* Wildflower meadows: Areas planted with native grasses and flowers to recreate
natural habitats.

* Native plant gardens: Landscapes that prioritize indigenous species for ecological
benefits.

¢ Naturalistic landscape design: Gardens that appear untamed but are carefully
planned to support native flora and fauna.

Challenges and Criticisms

While Robinson’s approach is widely celebrated, it has faced criticism for potential
maintenance challenges and concerns about invasive species. Nonetheless, his core ideas
about ecological harmony and native planting remain influential.



Creating a Wild Garden Inspired by William
Robinson

Steps to Design Your Own Wild Garden

1. Assess your site: Observe the soil, sunlight, and existing plant life.
2. Select native plants: Choose species suited to your local climate and soil conditions.

3. Plan naturalistic layouts: Arrange plants in drifts and clusters rather than formal
beds.

4. Allow for natural growth: Minimize pruning and shaping, letting plants establish
and spread naturally.

5. Encourage wildlife: Incorporate features like logs, rock piles, or water sources to
attract insects and birds.

6. Maintain sustainably: Use organic methods, avoid chemical pesticides, and
promote ecological balance.

Maintenance Tips

- Remove invasive species promptly to protect native flora.

- Allow some areas to grow wild for seasonal interest and habitat diversity.
- Mulch to conserve moisture and suppress weeds naturally.

- Monitor plant health and support beneficial insects and pollinators.

Conclusion

The wild garden concept championed by William Robinson remains a guiding philosophy for
gardeners seeking a sustainable, beautiful, and ecologically harmonious landscape. By
embracing native plants, naturalistic design, and minimal intervention, modern gardeners
can create spaces that not only delight the eye but also support local biodiversity and
environmental health. Robinson’s legacy endures, inspiring a shift toward more organic and



ecologically responsible gardening practices that celebrate the beauty of the natural world.

Whether you are a seasoned gardener or a curious beginner, exploring the principles of the
wild garden can transform your outdoor space into a vibrant, resilient, and inspiring natural
haven rooted in the timeless wisdom of William Robinson.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Wild Garden' by William Robinson about?

‘The Wild Garden' by William Robinson is a pioneering horticultural book published in 1870
that advocates for naturalistic gardening, emphasizing native plants and informal planting
styles over formal, geometric gardens.

How did William Robinson influence modern gardening
practices?

William Robinson revolutionized gardening by promoting the use of native plants,
naturalistic landscapes, and informal planting styles, laying the foundation for the wildlife-
friendly and sustainable gardens we see today.

What are the main principles outlined in 'The Wild
Garden'?

The main principles include emphasizing native plants, creating naturalistic landscapes that
mimic wild settings, avoiding formal symmetry, and encouraging biodiversity within garden
design.

Why is William Robinson considered a pioneer of the
wild garden movement?

He is considered a pioneer because he challenged traditional formal garden styles,
advocating for gardens that reflect natural ecosystems and utilize native plants, influencing
generations of gardeners and landscape designers.

Which plants did William Robinson recommend for a
'wild garden'?
Robinson recommended a variety of native perennials, wildflowers, and hardy plants such

as foxgloves, irises, primroses, and native grasses that thrive naturally and contribute to a
naturalistic aesthetic.



How has 'The Wild Garden' impacted contemporary
sustainable gardening?

'The Wild Garden' has inspired sustainable practices by emphasizing native plants, reducing
maintenance, supporting local ecosystems, and promoting biodiversity, aligning with
modern ecological gardening trends.

Is 'The Wild Garden' suitable for urban gardeners
today?

Yes, 'The Wild Garden' principles are highly applicable for urban gardeners seeking low-
maintenance, eco-friendly, and naturalistic garden designs that support local wildlife and
biodiversity.

What are some key differences between traditional
formal gardens and William Robinson's naturalistic
approach?

Traditional formal gardens focus on symmetry, precise geometry, and cultivated aesthetics,
whereas Robinson's approach emphasizes irregular, flowing layouts, native plants, and a
natural look that mimics wild landscapes.

How can modern gardeners incorporate William
Robinson's ideas into their gardens?

Gardeners can incorporate Robinson's ideas by choosing native plants, designing free-form
planting schemes, avoiding excessive formal structures, and creating habitats that attract
wildlife and reflect natural ecosystems.

Are there any modern authors or movements inspired
by William Robinson's 'The Wild Garden'?

Yes, many contemporary landscape designers and authors, such as Beth Chatto and Piet
Oudolf, draw inspiration from Robinson's principles, promoting naturalistic planting and
sustainable garden practices.

Additional Resources

The Wild Garden William Robinson: A Revolutionary Approach to Garden Design and
Planting Philosophy

William Robinson (1838-1935) is often heralded as one of the most influential figures in the
history of horticulture and garden design. His pioneering ideas, encapsulated in his seminal
work The Wild Garden (1870), challenged traditional Victorian gardening paradigms and
paved the way for modern perceptions of naturalistic planting. This investigative article
delves into Robinson’s life, his revolutionary philosophy, the impact of The Wild Garden,



and how his ideas continue to influence contemporary garden design and plant
conservation.

Introduction: A Garden Revolution in the
Victorian Era

The Victorian era was characterized by formal, highly ordered gardens featuring geometric
layouts, symmetrical beds, and a curated selection of exotic plants. Such gardens reflected
societal values of control, order, and display. Against this backdrop, William Robinson
emerged as a radical thinker advocating for a more organic, naturalistic approach to
gardening—what he called “the wild garden.” His ideas questioned the very fabric of
Victorian horticulture and introduced a new aesthetic grounded in ecological harmony and
simplicity.

William Robinson: Life and Context

Early Life and Influences

Born in 1838 in Salford, England, William Robinson’s early exposure to botany and nature
fostered a lifelong passion. His studies at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, and subsequent
travels in Europe, particularly in France and Italy, exposed him to diverse landscape styles.
Robinson was particularly influenced by the work of Jean-Jacques Rousseau and the
burgeoning Romantic movement, which emphasized nature’s beauty and authenticity.

Professional Milestones

Robinson's career spanned several decades, during which he served as a gardener, plant
collector, and prolific writer. His work as a journalist and editor for The Garden magazine
provided a platform to disseminate his ideas. His advocacy for native plants and naturalistic
planting methods gained both supporters and critics, stirring debate within the horticultural
community.



The Philosophy of The Wild Garden

Published in 1870, The Wild Garden signaled a paradigm shift in garden design. Robinson
argued that:

- Gardens should emulate natural landscapes rather than artificial, geometric patterns.

- Native wild plants could be cultivated aesthetically without the need for artificiality.

- A focus on ecology and plant associations would create more sustainable and resilient
gardens.

- The beauty of a garden could be achieved through informal, spontaneous arrangements.

Key Principles of Robinson’s Approach
Robinson’s philosophy can be summarized through several core principles:

1. Use of Native and Hardy Plants: Emphasizing plants that grow naturally in the British
Isles, reducing reliance on imported exotics.

2. Informal Planting: Moving away from symmetrical, manicured beds towards irregular,
flowing arrangements.

3. Naturalistic Composition: Designing gardens that mimic natural landscapes, with layered
plantings, meadows, and woodland effects.

4. Minimal Disturbance: Advocating for conservation of existing natural habitats within
garden settings.

5. Seasonal Interest: Selecting plants that offer visual appeal across multiple seasons
without excessive intervention.

Robinson’s Methodology

Robinson championed simple, practical methods for establishing a wild garden:

- Selecting resilient, hardy plants suited to local conditions.

- Allowing plants to self-seed and naturalize.

- Creating layered plantings that replicate the structure of wild ecosystems, such as

undergrowth, groundcover, and canopy trees.
- Incorporating native shrubs, grasses, and wildflowers.

Impact and Controversy: Challenging Victorian
Norms

Revolutionizing Garden Aesthetics

Robinson’s ideas were revolutionary at a time when formal, geometric gardens reigned
supreme. His emphasis on naturalism was seen by many as radical or even chaotic. Critics



argued that “wild” planting lacked the order and refinement expected of high society
gardens. However, Robinson’s followers appreciated the ecological and aesthetic virtues of
his approach, leading to a gradual shift in garden design philosophies.

Influence on the Arts and Garden Design

Robinson’s influence extended beyond horticulture into landscape architecture and the
arts. His principles echo in the work of later landscape designers such as Gertrude Jekyll
and Capability Brown, who sought to integrate natural elements into their designs. His
ideas also contributed to the Arts and Crafts movement’s appreciation for handcrafted,
nature-inspired aesthetics.

Controversies and Criticisms

Despite his pioneering stance, Robinson faced criticism from traditionalists who viewed his
methods as unkempt or untidy. Some horticulturists questioned the practicality of
cultivating native plants and the perceived neglect of formal standards. The debate
between “wild” and “cultivated” gardens persisted well into the 20th century, highlighting
differing cultural values regarding order and nature.

The Legacy of The Wild Garden

Enduring Principles in Modern Garden Practice

Today, Robinson’s philosophy underpins several contemporary gardening trends:

- Naturalistic Planting Schemes: Popularized by designers such as Piet Oudolf, emphasizing
perennials, grasses, and native species.

- Wildflower Meadows: Supporting biodiversity and habitat conservation.

- Sustainable Gardening: Reducing maintenance and chemical inputs by choosing resilient,
native plants.

- Ecological Landscaping: Designing gardens that support local ecosystems and wildlife.

Notable Gardens Inspired by Robinson

Some gardens exemplify Robinson’s influence:

- The Wild Garden at Sissinghurst: Although more formal, it incorporates naturalistic
plantings.

- The Missouri Botanical Garden’s native plant displays: Highlight Robinson’s emphasis on
native flora.



- The Naturalistic Plantings in private estates across the UK and US, often inspired by
Robinson’s principles.

Conservation and Education

Robinson’s advocacy for native plants aligns with modern conservation efforts. His work
encouraged the preservation of wild habitats and the promotion of biodiversity. Many
botanical gardens and environmental organizations now consider Robinson a pioneer of
ecological gardening.

Modern Relevance and Critique

The Continuing Appeal of Robinson’s Wild Garden

Robinson’s ideas resonate in the 21st century amid growing concerns about climate
change, habitat loss, and sustainable practices. His emphasis on native plants and
ecological harmony offers practical solutions for environmentally conscious gardeners.

Criticisms and Limitations

However, some critics argue that Robinson’s approach can be romanticized or overly
idealized. Challenges include:

- Managing invasive species that can threaten native ecosystems.
- Balancing aesthetic appeal with ecological integrity.
- Ensuring that “wild” gardens do not become neglected or invasive.

The Balance Between Formal and Informal

Modern landscape design often seeks a hybrid approach, blending Robinson’s naturalistic
principles with structured elements. This pragmatic perspective recognizes the value of
both order and wilderness in creating engaging, sustainable gardens.

Conclusion: The Enduring Impact of William
Robinson’s The Wild Garden

William Robinson’s The Wild Garden epitomizes a transformative movement in
horticulture—one that champions authenticity, ecological consciousness, and aesthetic
simplicity. His challenge to Victorian norms not only reshaped garden design but also
contributed to broader environmental awareness. As contemporary gardeners and



landscape architects increasingly embrace naturalistic planting and sustainability,
Robinson’s legacy endures, reminding us that beauty can be found in the wild, and that
gardens can serve as sanctuaries of both art and ecology.

In assessing the significance of Robinson’s work, it becomes clear that The Wild Garden is
more than a gardening manual; it is a philosophy that continues to inspire a harmonious
relationship with nature. Whether in formal public parks or private backyards, the principles
of Robinson’s wild garden remain vital in fostering resilient, beautiful landscapes for
generations to come.

The Wild Garden William Robinson

the wild garden william robinson: The Wild Garden W. Robinson, 2018-05-15 Reproduction of
the original: The Wild Garden by W. Robinson

the wild garden william robinson: The Wild Garden W (William) Robinson, 2025-03-28
Rediscover the beauty of natural gardening with William Robinson's seminal work, The Wild Garden:
Or our Groves and Gardens made beautiful by the Naturalisation of Hardy Exotic Plants; being one
way onwards from the Dark Ages. This influential guide champions a departure from formal, rigid
garden designs, advocating instead for the integration of hardy exotic plants into landscapes to
create vibrant and self-sustaining wild gardens. Explore the principles of naturalization and discover
how to cultivate thriving gardens that mimic the beauty of untamed landscapes. Robinson's vision,
originally conceived for Great Britain, offers timeless insights into landscape design and the art of
blending cultivated spaces with the natural world. This meticulously prepared print edition allows
readers to delve into the foundations of wild gardening and appreciate the enduring appeal of this
revolutionary approach to garden design. Perfect for anyone interested in gardening, exotic plants,
and the creation of ecologically balanced and visually stunning outdoor spaces. This work has been
selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization
as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur,
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

the wild garden william robinson: The Wild Garden William Robinson, 2025-06-19

the wild garden william robinson: The Wild Garden William Robinson, 2017-07-13 The Wild
Garden - Or, our groves and shrubberies made beautiful is an unchanged, high-quality reprint of the
original edition of 1870. Hansebooks is editor of the literature on different topic areas such as
research and science, travel and expeditions, cooking and nutrition, medicine, and other genres. As
a publisher we focus on the preservation of historical literature. Many works of historical writers
and scientists are available today as antiques only. Hansebooks newly publishes these books and
contributes to the preservation of literature which has become rare and historical knowledge for the
future.

the wild garden william robinson: The Wild Garden William J. Robinson, Alfred Parsons,
2014-11-17 William Robinson, 5 July 1838 - 17 May 1935, was an Irish practical gardener and
journalist. Alfred William Parsons, 2 December 1847 - 16 Jan 1920, was an English artist, illustrator,
landscape painter and garden designer.

the wild garden william robinson: William Robinson Richard Bisgrove, 2008 Like his
contemporary Gertrude Jekyll, William Robinson made enormous contributions to the world of



https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-018/the-wild-garden-william-robinson.pdf

gardening. More than any other gardener, he was responsible for sweeping out the rigid Victorian
style and ushering in a more relaxed look that used native plants. Here, Richard Bisgrove explores
Robinson's design principles and his transformative role in English gardening. Robinson's
groundbreaking ideas are displayed in numerous illustrations, including photographs of Robinsonian
gardens at Gravetye Manor and elsewhere and engravings from his classic books.

the wild garden william robinson: Nature and Ideology Joachim Wolschke-Bulmahn, 1997
The essays in this volume explore the broad range of ideas about nature reflected in
twentieth-century concepts of natural gardens and their ideological implications. They also
investigate garden designers' use of earlier ideas of natural gardens and their relationship to the
rich model that nature offers.

the wild garden william robinson: The "wild Garden" and the "nature Garden" Joachim
Wolschke-Bulmahn, 1992*

the wild garden william robinson: Hardy Flowers William Robinson, 2009-01-27 William
Robinson presents descriptions of ornamental, hardy, herbaceous, alpine, and bulbous plants with
directions for their culture and arrangement.

the wild garden william robinson: The Wild Garden William Robinson, 2010 One of the most
influential books published in the history of gardening.

the wild garden william robinson: Gardens of the High Line Piet Oudolf, Rick Darke,
2025-04-08 If you can't get to the High Line. . . this is the next best thing. — The Washington Post
Before it was restored, the High Line was an untouched, abandoned landscape overgrown with
wildflowers. Today it's a central plaza, a cultural center, a walkway, and a green retreat in a bustling
city that is free for all to enjoy. This beautiful, dynamic garden was designed by Piet Oudolf, one of
the world's most extraordinary garden designers. Gardens of the High Line, by Piet Oudolf and Rick
Darke, offers an in-depth view into the planting designs, plant palette, and maintenance of this
landmark achievement. It reveals a four-season garden that is filled with native and exotic plants,
drought-tolerant perennials, and grasses that thrive and spread. It also offers inspiration and advice
on recreating its iconic, naturalistic style. Featuring stunning photographs by Rick Darke and an
introduction by Robert Hammond, the founder of the Friends of the High Line, this large-trim,
photo-driven book is a must-have gem of nature of design.

the wild garden william robinson: Wild Garden William Robinson, 1983

the wild garden william robinson: Inventing the Garden Matteo Vercelloni, Virgilio
Vercelloni, Paola Gallo, 2010 The authors trace the evolution of the Western garden from the first
plots cultivated for pleasure in the Middle East to today's diverse green spaces that challenge
traditional ideas about what constitutes a garden. They examine the changing attitude toward
nature--as something to be dominated or embraced, ordered or allowed to range freely, exploited or
conserved. Examples of the highly prescribed hortus conclusus or enclosed spaces of the Middle
Ages are found in the Italian Renaissance gardens and the symmetries of Versailles and Les
Tuileries. After the rise of Romanticism in the late eighteenth century, English gardeners such as
William Kent and Capability Brown embraced the concept that nature should prevail over man's
manipulation of it and created gardens that broke through traditional enclosures. A century later,
while the American West witnessed both the conquering spirit of the homesteaders and the first
stirrings of the conservation movement, urban parks and gardens were created as oases to which all
people had access. The book concludes with a look at contemporary gardens, where efforts to
reclaim landscapes and repurpose crumbling infrastructure are taking place within an atmosphere
of ecological sensitivity--appreciating the idea that the whole planet is a garden and all who live in it
are gardeners.

the wild garden william robinson: The Cottage Garden Claus Dalby, 2023-09-05 Through
over 700 exquisite photographs and evocative text written by Danish gardening celebrity Claus
Dalby, explore the history and development of the beloved cottage garden design style. In the pages
of The Cottage Garden, you'll first draw inspiration from the stories and landscapes of generations of
famous cottage gardeners, including Gertrude Jekyll, Vita Sackville-West, William Robinson,



Margery Fish, and Tasha Tudor. Then, meet modern cottage gardeners from around the globe who
combine billowing masses of flowers such as poppies, delphinium, lupines, foxgloves, peonies, roses,
lilies, and many more to create dreamy landscapes infused with the romance and wildness of
cottage-style gardening. You'll find no formal lines, rigid rules, or perfect spacing in the cottage
garden. Instead, the form is organic and purposefully unstructured. Plants self-sow here and there,
bulbs pop up and spread unrestricted, and everything appears casual; though as you’ll come to learn
through Dalby’s words, it is all done with great intent. Overflowing with textures and colors, the
cottage gardens featured throughout this book in hundreds of full-color photographs are found in
places as diverse as Germany, Sweden, Denmark, England, and the United States. The
accompanying text is derived from Dalby’s personal visits to these gardens, along with his intimate
interviews with the resident gardeners. Dalby provides useful details about the design, development,
and continued evolution of cottage gardens. He shares the stories of these breathtaking modern
cottage gardens in a way that allows you to glean inspiration you can use to create a cottage garden
of your own, whether large or small. The gardens profiled in these pages exhibit the essential
foundational elements and principals of well-designed cottage gardens. Whether home is in the
countryside or a suburban subdivision, the profiled gardens will serve as both muse and motivation
for the creation of a classic backyard cottage garden in your own space. This gorgeous tome is sure
to become the bible of this much-adored classic garden design style. Also by Claus Dalby:Containers
in the Garden

the wild garden william robinson: The Wild Garden ... William Robinson (F.L.S.), 1903

the wild garden william robinson: Recombinant Ecology - A Hybrid Future? lan D.
Rotherham, 2017-01-18 This is a challenging new approach to understanding ecological systems
especially in urban and urbanised areas. Synthesising current ideas and approaches the book
develops an historic context to ecological fusion and recombinant or hybrid ecosystems. With
massive climate change and other environmental fluxes, this volume provides insight into
consequences for future ecologies. Invasive and non-native or alien species are spreading, often
aggressively around the globe. However, much current thinking in ecology and nature conservation
fails to accommodate the consequences of changing environmental conditions and fusion of both
species and ecological communities. Whether or not conservationists accept ecological change,
factors such as urbanisation and globalisation combine with climate and other changes to trigger
new hybrid communities and ecologies. Embedding this approach into current ecological thinking
this book presents an overview of ideas set in the exemplar case study area of the British Isles.
However, the approaches, ideas and conclusions presented here will find application in ecosystem
studies and in nature conservation around the world.

the wild garden william robinson: My Garden (Book) Jamaica Kincaid, 2025-09-23 One of
our finest writers on one of her greatest loves. Jamaica Kincaid's first garden in Vermont was a plot
in the middle of her front lawn. There, to the consternation of more experienced friends, she planted
only seeds of the flowers she liked best. In My Garden (Book) she gathers all she loves about
gardening and plants, and examines it generously, passionately, and with sharp, idiosyncratic
discrimination. Kincaid's affections are matched in intensity only by her dislikes. She loves spring
and summer but cannot bring herself to love winter, for it hides the garden. She adores the
rhododendron Jane Grant, and appreciates ordinary Blue Lake string beans, but abhors the Asiatic
lily. The sources of her inspiration -- seed catalogues, the gardener Gertrude Jekyll, gardens like
Monet's at Giverny -- are subjected to intense scrutiny. She also examines the idea of the garden on
Antigua, where she grew up. My Garden (Book) is an intimate, playful, and penetrating book on
gardens, the plants that fill them, and the persons who tend them.

the wild garden william robinson: Invasive and Introduced Plants and Animals Ian D.
Rotherham, Robert A. Lambert, 2012-12-06 There have been many well-publicized cases of invasive
species of plants and animals, often introduced unintentionally but sometimes on purpose, causing
widespread ecological havoc. Examples of such alien invasions include pernicious weeds such as
Japanese knotweed, an introduced garden ornamental which can grow through concrete, the water



hyacinth which has choked tropical waterways, and many introduced animals which have
out-competed and displaced local fauna. This book addresses the broader context of invasive and
exotic species, in terms of the perceived threats and environmental concerns which surround alien
species and ecological invasions. As a result of unprecedented scales of environmental change,
combined with rapid globalisation, the mixing of cultures and diversity, and fears over biosecurity
and bioterrorism, the known impacts of particular invasions have been catastrophic. However, as
several chapters show, reactions to some exotic species, and the justifications for interventions in
certain situations, including biological control by introduced natural enemies, rest uncomfortably
with social reactions to ethnic cleansing and persecution perpetrated across the globe. The role of
democracy in deciding and determining environmental policy is another emerging issue. In an
increasingly multicultural society this raises huge questions of ethics and choice. At the same time,
in order to redress major ecological losses, the science of reintroduction of native species has also
come to the fore, and is widely accepted by many in nature conservation. However, with questions of
where and when, and with what species or even species analogues, reintroductions are acceptable,
the topic is hotly debated. Again, it is shown that many decisions are based on values and
perceptions rather than objective science. Including a wide range of case studies from around the
world, his book raises critical issues to stimulate a much wider debate.

the wild garden william robinson: Great British Gardeners Vanessa Berridge, 2018-05-15
Through the stories of twenty-six inspiring figures - from ‘Capability’ Brown, Humphry Repton and
Vita Sackville-West to lesser known figures, and present-day gardeners such as Beth Chatto and
John Brookes - this book brings the colourful history of British gardening to life.

the wild garden william robinson: Cyclopedia of American Horticulture, Comprising
Suggestions for Cultivation of Horticultural Plants, Descriptions of the Species of Fruits, Vegetables,
Flowers and Ornamental Plants Sold in the United States and Canada: R-Z Liberty Hyde Bailey, 1910
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