
the naked lunch book
The naked lunch book is a groundbreaking and controversial piece of literary
art that has left an indelible mark on modern American literature. Authored
by William S. Burroughs and first published in 1959, this novel defies
traditional storytelling conventions, plunging readers into a surreal, often
disturbing world that explores themes of addiction, control, sexuality, and
societal decay. As a seminal work of the Beat Generation, Naked Lunch
continues to provoke discussion, analysis, and reinterpretation decades after
its initial release. This article delves into the origins, themes, impact,
and enduring legacy of The Naked Lunch book, offering an in-depth look at why
it remains a vital and influential work.

Origins and Background of The Naked Lunch Book

William S. Burroughs and the Beat Generation
William S. Burroughs was a prominent figure among the Beat writers—a literary
movement of the 1950s that rejected mainstream American values and celebrated
experimental writing styles, spontaneity, and non-conformity. Burroughs’
background as a former heroin addict and his interest in altered states of
consciousness heavily influenced Naked Lunch. The novel reflects his
experiences, observations, and philosophical explorations of addiction and
societal control.

Development of the Manuscript
The writing process for Naked Lunch was unconventional. Burroughs
experimented with a cut-up technique—a method involving physically cutting
and rearranging text to generate new meanings—developed alongside artist
Brion Gysin. The novel was initially serialized in underground publications
before being compiled into its full form. Its structure comprises loosely
connected vignettes, dreamlike sequences, and fragmented narratives that
challenge linear storytelling.

Publication and Censorship Battles
Upon its publication, Naked Lunch faced immediate censorship and legal
challenges due to its explicit content, including drug use, sexuality, and
violence. Various cities attempted to ban the book, arguing that it was
obscene. Burroughs and publishers fought these bans, leading to significant
legal battles that helped establish principles of free speech and literary
freedom in the United States.



Major Themes and Interpretations

Exploration of Addiction
One of the central themes of Naked Lunch is drug addiction, which Burroughs
examines both literally and metaphorically. The novel portrays addiction as a
form of societal control, a means by which authorities manipulate and
suppress the individual. The characters’ experiences with substances serve as
a metaphor for broader issues of dependency, conformity, and the loss of
personal autonomy.

The Control Machine and Societal Decay
Burroughs introduces the concept of a “Control Machine”—an allegory for
governmental and corporate powers that manipulate society through propaganda,
surveillance, and repression. The novel depicts a dystopian world where these
forces erode personal freedom, leading to chaos, decay, and moral corruption.

Sexuality and Transgression
The Naked Lunch pushes the boundaries of conventional sexuality, featuring
explicit scenes and exploring taboo topics. Burroughs challenges societal
norms by depicting sexuality as fluid and complex, often intertwined with
themes of power, violence, and liberation.

Surrealism and Fragmentation
The novel’s structure is highly fragmented, reflecting the fractured nature
of consciousness and reality. Burroughs employs surreal imagery and
disjointed narratives to evoke a sense of dreamlike disorientation,
encouraging readers to question perceptions of truth and morality.

Literary Style and Techniques

Cut-Up Technique
The cut-up technique is a hallmark of Burroughs’ style, creating a collage of
texts that produce unexpected juxtapositions and layered meanings. This
method emphasizes randomness and chaos, mirroring the tumultuous themes of
the novel.



Nonlinear Narrative
Naked Lunch eschews chronological storytelling in favor of a nonlinear,
episodic structure. This approach immerses readers in a fractured world where
time and space are fluid, enhancing the novel’s surreal atmosphere.

Language and Imagery
Burroughs’ language is often visceral, provocative, and poetic. His use of
vivid imagery, grotesque descriptions, and inventive vocabulary contributes
to the novel’s intense emotional impact.

The Impact and Legacy of The Naked Lunch Book

Influence on Literature and Culture
Naked Lunch has profoundly influenced subsequent generations of writers and
artists, inspiring genres such as postmodernism, cyberpunk, and experimental
fiction. Its themes of control and rebellion resonate in various cultural
contexts, from music to visual art.

Legal and Free Speech Milestones
The legal battles surrounding Naked Lunch helped establish protections for
literary expression. In the United States, a 1966 court ruling declared that
the novel was not obscene, setting a precedent for the acceptance of
controversial and avant-garde works.

Adaptations and Media
The novel’s provocative content led to a famous 1991 film adaptation directed
by David Cronenberg, which visually captures its surreal and disturbing
elements. The book has also inspired plays, art installations, and academic
studies.

Why Read The Naked Lunch Book Today?

Understanding Society’s Underbelly
Reading Naked Lunch provides insights into the darker aspects of human
nature, societal control, and the illusions of normalcy. It challenges
readers to confront uncomfortable truths about addiction, power, and



repression.

Appreciating Literary Innovation
The novel is a testament to experimental literature’s power, showcasing how
unconventional techniques can deepen thematic exploration and evoke visceral
emotional responses.

Engaging with Cultural History
As a product of its time, Naked Lunch captures the rebellious spirit of the
1950s and 1960s counterculture, making it a valuable historical document as
well as an artistic achievement.

Conclusion
The naked lunch book remains a provocative, influential, and essential work
that continues to challenge perceptions of morality, art, and society. Its
innovative narrative style and unflinching exploration of taboo subjects make
it a cornerstone of 20th-century literature. Whether viewed as a dystopian
prophecy, a poetic masterpiece, or a cultural rebellion, Naked Lunch invites
readers into a world that is as unsettling as it is enlightening. Engaging
with this novel is not merely reading a book but participating in a radical
act of intellectual liberation and artistic experimentation.

---

Meta description: Discover the provocative world of The Naked Lunch book by
William S. Burroughs. Explore its themes, history, impact, and why it remains
a masterpiece of experimental literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Naked Lunch' by William
S. Burroughs?
The main themes of 'Naked Lunch' include addiction, control, sexuality, and
the chaotic nature of modern society, explored through a surreal and
nonlinear narrative.

Why is 'Naked Lunch' considered a groundbreaking
work in literature?
'Naked Lunch' is considered groundbreaking because of its experimental



structure, controversial content, and its influence on the development of the
Beat Generation and postmodern literature.

What is the significance of the title 'Naked Lunch'?
The title symbolizes exposing raw, unfiltered aspects of human experience,
emphasizing vulnerability and the stark reality of addiction and societal
control.

Has 'Naked Lunch' faced censorship or bans?
Yes, 'Naked Lunch' has faced censorship and bans due to its explicit content,
but it has also been celebrated as a pioneering work that challenged societal
norms.

How does 'Naked Lunch' reflect the cultural context
of the 1950s and 1960s?
The novel reflects the era's countercultural movements, concerns about drug
use, sexuality, and authority, capturing the rebellious spirit of the time.

Are there any film adaptations of 'Naked Lunch'?
Yes, David Cronenberg directed a film adaptation of 'Naked Lunch' in 1991,
which is known for its surreal and disturbing visuals that mirror the book’s
themes.

What influence has 'Naked Lunch' had on contemporary
literature and popular culture?
The novel has influenced countless writers and artists, inspiring works that
explore taboo topics and experimental narrative forms, and it remains a
symbol of countercultural rebellion.

Is 'Naked Lunch' suitable for all readers?
'Naked Lunch' contains explicit content and challenging themes, making it
more suitable for mature readers interested in experimental and provocative
literature.

Additional Resources
Naked Lunch by William S. Burroughs: An Unflinching Dive into the Dark
Corners of the Human Psyche

---



Introduction to Naked Lunch

William S. Burroughs’ Naked Lunch is undeniably one of the most provocative
and influential works in 20th-century American literature. Published in 1959,
this novel defies conventional narrative structures, blending elements of
science fiction, noir, and satirical critique into a visceral exploration of
addiction, control, sexuality, and societal decay. Its reputation as a
groundbreaking piece of countercultural literature has cemented its legacy as
both a literary masterpiece and a controversial artifact that challenged
censorship, morality, and the boundaries of artistic expression.

---

Background and Context

Author’s Life and Influences

William S. Burroughs was an integral figure of the Beat Generation, a
literary movement characterized by its rejection of mainstream values and
exploration of altered states of consciousness. Burroughs’ own struggles with
addiction, particularly heroin, profoundly influenced Naked Lunch. His
experiences imbue the novel with a raw authenticity that captures the chaos
and despair of substance dependency.

The book was written during a time of social upheaval in America, marked by
the Cold War, McCarthyism, and the burgeoning counterculture. Burroughs’
exposure to various subcultures, experimental drug use, and the fringes of
society informs much of the novel’s themes and imagery.

Publication and Censorship

Initially published in 1959 by Olympia Press in Paris due to American
censorship laws, Naked Lunch faced numerous legal challenges in the United
States. Its explicit content, depicting drug use, sexuality, violence, and
control mechanisms, led to obscenity trials and bans. The book’s journey
through censorship battles fueled its notoriety and underscored its role as a
symbol of artistic freedom.

---



Literary Style and Structure

Nonlinear Narrative and Fragmentation

Naked Lunch eschews traditional narrative forms, opting instead for a
fragmented, collage-like structure. The novel is composed of loosely
connected episodes, vignettes, and surreal hallucinations that challenge
readers’ expectations of coherence and linear progression. This approach
mimics the disorienting experience of drug trips and altered states of
consciousness.

Key stylistic features include:

- Stream of consciousness writing
- Juxtaposition of disparate images and ideas
- Recurrent motifs such as insects, machines, and control symbols
- A nonlinear timeline that shifts perspectives and settings abruptly

This structure invites readers into a hallucinatory world where meaning is
fluid and elusive, demanding active engagement and interpretation.

Language and Imagery

Burroughs employs a dense, visceral language filled with stark, often
shocking imagery. His prose is characterized by:

- Use of slang, colloquialisms, and neologisms
- A tendency toward graphic descriptions of bodily functions, sexual acts,
and violence
- Symbolic language that explores themes of control, addiction, and
dehumanization

The language’s rawness serves to confront societal taboos and challenge the
reader’s comfort zone, making Naked Lunch as much a visceral experience as a
literary one.

---

Major Themes and Motifs

Drug Addiction and Control



One of the central themes is the destructive power of addiction. The novel’s
protagonist, William Lee (a semi-autobiographical figure), navigates a world
riddled with various substances like heroin, morphine, and other
hallucinogens. Burroughs explores addiction not just as a personal affliction
but as a metaphor for societal control.

Key points include:

- The depiction of addiction as a form of societal control and manipulation
- The use of drugs as tools wielded by oppressive regimes or secret societies
- The cyclical nature of dependency, emphasizing its inescapability

Power, Control, and Conspiracy

Naked Lunch delves deeply into themes of control—over bodies, minds, and
societies. The portrayal of government agencies, secret societies, and
criminal syndicates reflects fears of pervasive surveillance and
manipulation.

Notable motifs:

- The interior and exterior worlds of control (e.g., government, military,
organized crime)
- The interzone, a fictional space representing a liminal zone of chaos and
control
- The recurring image of insects and parasitic entities symbolizing invasive
influences

Sexuality and Liberation

The novel explicitly explores sexuality beyond societal norms, often
depicting taboo acts. Burroughs presents sexuality as a form of liberation
but also as a battleground for control and repression.

Themes include:

- The fluidity of sexual identity
- The role of sexuality in power dynamics
- The critique of institutionalized morality and repression

Dehumanization and Body Horror

Naked Lunch vividly depicts bodily decay, transformation, and horror,
emphasizing the fragility of flesh and identity. This motif underscores the
dehumanizing effects of addiction, control, and societal decay.



Common imagery:

- Dissected bodies and grotesque transformations
- Parasites and insects invading human bodies
- The metaphor of the body as a battleground for external influences

---

Characters and Symbolism

Main Characters

- William Lee: The semi-autobiographical protagonist, navigating a surreal
world filled with drugs, violence, and corruption.
- Dr. Benway: A sinister physician embodying unethical medical practices,
representing institutional corruption.
- The Interzone Figures: Various shadowy entities that symbolize oppressive
forces and clandestine power structures.

Symbolic Elements

- Insects: Often symbolize invasive control, corruption, and parasitism.
- The Black Meat: Represents primal, destructive forces within the human
psyche.
- The Mugwump: A recurring creature embodying alien or otherworldly
intelligence, challenging notions of reality.
- Control and Resistance: Symbols of societal oppression and the potential
for rebellion.

---

Impact and Legacy

Literary Significance

Naked Lunch revolutionized the literary landscape with its experimental style
and unflinching portrayal of taboo topics. It challenged censorship laws and
inspired countless authors and artists to push boundaries. Its influence
extends to the realms of postmodernism, science fiction, and countercultural
movements.



Notable impacts include:

- Pioneering the use of cut-up techniques in writing, later popularized by
William Burroughs and others
- Influencing writers like Kathy Acker, David Cronenberg (film adaptations),
and modern experimental literature
- Inspiring a reevaluation of the boundaries between art, morality, and free
expression

Adaptations and Cultural Influence

- The 1991 film adaptation directed by David Cronenberg is perhaps the most
famous interpretation, capturing the novel’s hallucinatory and grotesque
essence.
- The novel’s imagery and themes have permeated music, visual arts, and
popular culture, often invoked in contexts of rebellion and counterculture.

Controversies and Censorship

The explicit content of Naked Lunch led to numerous legal battles. Its
battles against censorship have made it a symbol of free speech and artistic
expression. The novel’s status as a banned book has only increased its
notoriety and readership.

---

Critical Reception and Academic Analysis

Scholars have examined Naked Lunch through various lenses:

- Literary critics praise its innovative structure and language.
- Cultural theorists analyze its critique of societal control mechanisms.
- Psychologists and psychiatrists interpret its depiction of addiction and
mental states.
- Feminist and queer critics explore its representations of sexuality and
gender fluidity.

Despite its polarizing reputation, the consensus regards Naked Lunch as an
essential exploration of the dark corners of human consciousness and societal
decay.

---



Conclusion: Why Naked Lunch Remains Essential

William S. Burroughs’ Naked Lunch is more than just a novel; it is a visceral
journey into the depths of human depravity, societal control, and liberation.
Its experimental style, uncompromising honesty, and provocative themes
continue to resonate, challenging readers to confront uncomfortable truths
about our world and ourselves.

The book’s legacy is its fearless confrontation of taboo, its influence on
modern literature, and its role as a catalyst for free expression. Whether
appreciated as a literary masterpiece or feared as a controversial text,
Naked Lunch remains an indelible part of cultural history—an unflinching
mirror held up to the chaos, control, and uncharted territories of the human
mind.

---

In summary, Naked Lunch is an essential read for those interested in
experimental literature, societal critique, and the exploration of
consciousness. Its complex layers, provocative imagery, and relentless
honesty make it a challenging yet profoundly rewarding work that continues to
inspire debate, analysis, and artistic innovation decades after its
publication.

The Naked Lunch Book

  the naked lunch book: Naked Lunch William S. Burroughs, 2007-12-01 Since its original
publication in Paris in 1959, Naked Lunch has become one of the most important novels of the
twentieth century. Exerting its influence on the relationship of art and obscenity, it is one of the
books that redefined not just literature but American culture. For the Burroughs enthusiast and the
neophyte, this volume—that contains final-draft typescripts, numerous unpublished
contemporaneous writings by Burroughs, his own later introductions to the book, and his essay on
psychoactive drugs—is a valuable and fresh experience of a novel that has lost none of its relevance
or satirical bite.
  the naked lunch book: Naked Lunch William S. Burroughs, 2001 Since its original publication
in Paris in 1959, Naked Lunch has become one of the most important novels of the twentieth
century. Exerting its influence on the relationship of art and obscenity, it is one of the books that
redefined not just literature but American culture. For the Burroughs enthusiast and the neophyte,
this volume—that contains final-draft typescripts, numerous unpublished contemporaneous writings
by Burroughs, his own later introductions to the book, and his essay on psychoactive drugs—is a
valuable and fresh experience of a novel that has lost none of its relevance or satirical bite.
  the naked lunch book: Naked Lunch: The Restored Text William Burroughs, 2012-05-31 A
literary landmark and the most shocking novel in the English language, William Burroughs’ ‘Naked
Lunch’ is an exhilarating ride into the darkest recesses of the human psyche.
  the naked lunch book: Naked Lunch William S. Burroughs, 2013-07-16 Since its original
publication in Paris in 1959, Naked Lunch has become one of the most important novels of the
twentieth century. Exerting its influence on the relationship of art and obscenity, it is one of the
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books that redefined not just literature but American culture. For the Burroughs enthusiast and the
neophyte, this volume—that contains final-draft typescripts, numerous unpublished
contemporaneous writings by Burroughs, his own later introductions to the book, and his essay on
psychoactive drugs—is a valuable and fresh experience of a novel that has lost none of its relevance
or satirical bite.
  the naked lunch book: The Naked Lunch William S. Burroughs, 1982
  the naked lunch book: Naked Lunch William S. Burroughs, 2016 A cultural landmark and the
most shocking novel in the English language, Naked Lunch is an exhilarating ride into the darkest
recesses of the human psyche. An unnerving tale of an addict unmoored in New York, Tangier, and
ultimately a nightmarish wasteland known as Interzone, Naked Lunch's formal innovation, formerly
taboo subject matter, and tour de force execution has exerted its influence authors like Thomas
Pynchon and J. G. Ballard; on the relationship of art and obscenity; and on the shape of music, film,
and media in general.
  the naked lunch book: Naked Lunch by William S. Burroughs (Book Analysis) Bright
Summaries, 2019-03-28 Unlock the more straightforward side of Naked Lunch with this concise and
insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Naked Lunch by
William S. Burroughs, a seminal work of literature associated with the Beat Generation. It tells the
story of a drug addict’s bizarre experiences in a dreamlike landscape, which is populated by
grotesque creatures known as Mugwumps, and where taboo acts such as rape and murder are
committed constantly with no consequences. Naked Lunch is one of the best-known works by
William S. Burroughs, largely due to its reputation as one of the most ‘obscene’ pieces of literature
ever published. Burroughs was even taken to court over it, but his eventual victory in that trial
actually played a key role in the overturning of American obscenity laws. Find out everything you
need to know about Naked Lunch in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading
guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols •
Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital
format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and
concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your
literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!
  the naked lunch book: Naked Lunch @ 50 Oliver C. G. Harris, Ian MacFadyen, 2009
Celebrating and analyzing a landmark novel that is aberrant, obscene, and blasphemous, Naked
Lunch was banned, ridiculed, and castigated on publication in 1959, and yet fifty years down the line
it has lost nothing of its power to astonish and inspire. A lacerating satire, an exorcism of demons, a
grotesque cabinet of horrors, and a landmark experiment in linguistic derangement, it is a work of
ecstatic, excoriating laughter and great, transcendent beauty. The first book ever to take on William
Burroughs' masterpiece, this critical collection brings together an international array of writers,
scholars, musicians, scientists, and artists who cast new eyes on the writing and reception of
Burroughs' unique work. Tracing its origins from Texas to Tangier, from Mexico City to New York
and Paris, crossing time zones and cultures, Naked Lunch @ 50 breaks new ground in
understanding this most influential but elusive of texts. Naked Lunch @ 50 includes studies of the
text's manuscript and textual history, of its origins in and creative debts to a range of specific
locations, of its reception in different societies over time and in relation to broader cultural, artistic,
and personal histories. Contributors discuss the novel's existence as a physical object in regard to
both design and collectability, the history of its critical reception, its cultural importance in relation
to censorship and visionary art, its relationship to literary genres - from science fiction to the horror
film - and its significance as a work prophetic of current trends in electronic culture and biology. A
series of introductory sections, or 'Dossiers', written by Ian MacFadyen, provide glimpses of further
horizons of research and reading, while a set of endpapers by the artist Philip Taaffe offers a visual
correlative to Burroughs' extraordinary text.
  the naked lunch book: Everything is Permitted Ira Silverberg, 1992 Describes the making of



the film Naked Lunch, and discusses the cast, special effects, and the literary career of William S.
Burroughs, author of the original novel
  the naked lunch book: The Letters of William S. Burroughs William S. Burroughs,
1994-06-01 These funny, filthy, and terrifically smart letters reveal him in a way that no biographer
can. -- New York Newsday Guru of the Beat generation, éminence grise of the international
avant-garde, dark prophet, and blackest of satirists, William S. Burroughs has had a range of
influence rivaled by few living writers. This volume of his correspondence from 1945 to 1959 vividly
documents the personal and cultural history through which Burroughs developed, revealing clues to
illuminate his life and keys to open up his texts. More than that, it shows how letter-writing was
itself integral to his life and to his fiction. Beginning as surprisingly formal notes from the road to his
friends Allen Ginsberg and Jack Kerouac, the letters deepen in substance and style. Then, in Tangier,
comes a dramatic shift in voice and vision and the explosive, distinctive letters that will become
Naked Lunch. Letters were lifelines for Burroughs, the outcast; and works-in-progress for
Burroughs, the writer; and, they track his turbulent journey across two decades and three
continents. To read them as they were written is to experience a unique merging of life and letters,
the extraordinary story of Williams S. Burroughs homme de lettres. Unrelenting impact. -- Los
Angeles Reader
  the naked lunch book: The Soft Machine William S. Burroughs, 2011-02-24 In Naked Lunch,
William S. Burroughs revealed his genius. In The Soft Machine he begins an adventure that will take
us even further into the dark recesses of his imagination, a region where nothing is sacred, nothing
taboo. Continuing his ferocious verbal assault on hatred, hype, poverty, war, bureaucracy, and
addiction in all its forms, Burroughs gives us a surreal space odyssey through the wounded galaxies
in a book only he could create.
  the naked lunch book: Interzone William S. Burroughs, 1989 From its origins in American
workwear, via west coast subcultures, extreme sports and subsequent commercialism, streetwear
has become to fashion as hip-hop has to music: a global phenomenon. Incorporating cultural codes
of dress, the best in graphic design, as well as exemplary brand-building the products not of
corporate giants but cottage/tenement industries the leading streetwear brands have become
influential beyond the sphere of fashion alone. Showcasing over 30 of the most exciting and
importantly pioneering of streetwear brands, this book focuses not on the endless me-too labels, but
those that have shaped the market since the late 1980s. Cult Streetwear tells the stories of the
people behind the brands from entrepreneurs to graffiti writers, DJs to surf dudes to sneaker nuts,
from LA to NYC, London to Berlin and Tokyo. It explores each brands cultural resonance, and
explains why so many have gained a cult following while continuing to break new ground in a market
with unlimited scope for innovation. It is the defining book on the subject and the only one on the
market that explores the history of streetwear as well as it's present day status.
  the naked lunch book: William S. Burroughs, Author of Naked Lunch, Nova Express and Other
Works, Reads from His Work Arizona State University, 1984
  the naked lunch book: Nova Express William S. Burroughs, 2011-02-24 The most ferociously
political and prophetic book of Burroughs's cut-up trilogy, Nova Express fires the reader into a
textual outer space the better to see our burning planet and the operations of the Nova Mob in all
their ugliness. As the new edition demonstrates, the shortest of the three books was cut by
Burroughs from an extraordinary wealth of typescripts to create a visionary demand to take back the
world that has been stolen from us. Edited from the original manuscripts by renowned Burroughs
scholar Oliver Harris, this revised edition incorporates an introduction and appendices of never
before seen materials.
  the naked lunch book: Last Words William S. Burroughs, 2007-12-01 Last Words: The Final
Journals of William S. Burroughs is the most intimate book ever written by William S. Burroughs,
author of Naked Lunch and one of the most celebrated literary outlaws of our time. Laid out as diary
entries of the last nine months of Burroughs's life, Last Words spans the realms of cultural criticism,
personal memoir, and fiction. Classic Burroughs concerns -- literature, U.S. drug policy, the state of



humanity, his love for his cats -- permeate the book. Most significantly, Last Words contains some of
the most personal work Burroughs has ever written, a final reckoning with his life and regrets, and
his reflections on the deaths of his friends Allen Ginsberg and Timothy Leary. It is a poignant
portrait of the man, his life, and his creative process -- one that never quit, not even in the shadow of
death.
  the naked lunch book: A New Testament Robert Creeley, 1961
  the naked lunch book: Naked Lunch , 2008
  the naked lunch book: Naked Lunch [videorecording] William S. Burroughs, Cronenberg,
David, Thomas, Jeremy, 2004 An unnerving tale of an addict adrift in New York, Tangiers and a
nightmarish wasteland known as Interzone. The novel has exerted its influence on many authors
regarding the relationship of art and obscenity, and on the shape of music, film, and media. This
restored text includes editorial corrections and incorporates Burroughs' notes, and several essays he
wrote over the years about the book.
  the naked lunch book: Word Virus William S. Burroughs, 2007-12-01 With the publication of
Naked Lunch in 1959, William Burroughs abruptly brought international letters into the postmodern
age. Beginning with his very early writing (including a chapter from his and Jack Kerouac's
never-before-seen collaborative novel), Word Virus follows the arc of Burroughs's remarkable career,
from his darkly hilarious routines to the experimental cut-up novels to Cities of the Red Night and
The Cat Inside. Beautifully edited and complemented by James Grauerholz's illuminating
biographical essays, Word Virus charts Burroughs's major themes and places the work in the context
of the life. It is an excellent tool for the scholar and a delight for the general reader. Throughout a
career that spanned half of the twentieth century, William S. Burroughs managed continually to be a
visionary among writers. When he died in 1997, the world of letters lost its most elegant outsider.
  the naked lunch book: Beatdom Issue Five D. S Wills, 2010-04-04 In celebration of the 50th
anniversary of Naked Lunch, Beatdom's fifth issue includes a William Burroughs tribute section. We
also have interviews with the Academy Award winning directors of Howl, and Helen Weaver, author
of The Awakener. There's also a look at the raging Kerouac estate battle and the role of the internet
in forging a new Beat Generation.We're proud to bring back Beatdom regular Edaurdo Jones, as well
as some magnificent new short fiction and poetry by some of the best writers in the world.
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