simon schama citizens a chronicle of the
french revolution

Simon Schama Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution is a comprehensive and
compelling examination of one of the most transformative periods in European history. Authored by
the renowned historian Simon Schama, this book delves deeply into the tumultuous events of the
French Revolution, providing readers with a vivid narrative that combines scholarly rigor with
engaging storytelling. As a cornerstone in the study of revolutionary history, Schama’s work offers
profound insights into the social, political, and cultural upheavals that reshaped France and,
ultimately, the modern world.

Overview of Simon Schama’s "Citizens: A Chronicle of
the French Revolution"

Simon Schama'’s "Citizens" was first published in 1989 and quickly gained acclaim for its detailed
narrative and nuanced analysis. The book stands out for its meticulous research, vibrant descriptions,
and the ability to humanize historical figures and events. Schama’s approach emphasizes the
complexity of revolutionary change, portraying it not merely as a series of political upheavals but as a
profound social and cultural revolution that affected every aspect of life in France.

Key Themes Explored in the Book

- The rise of revolutionary ideals: liberty, equality, fraternity
- The collapse of ancien régime social hierarchies

- The role of violence and terror in shaping the revolution

- The influence of Enlightenment thought

- The emergence of new political identities and factions

- The impact on art, culture, and societal norms

Schama’s Narrative Style and Approach

Simon Schama employs a narrative style that weaves personal stories, political debates, and vivid
descriptions to bring the French Revolution to life. His storytelling is characterized by:

- Rich characterizations of revolutionary leaders, common citizens, and enemies alike

- Detailed descriptions of key events, such as the storming of the Bastille and the Reign of Terror

- Analytical insights into the motivations and consequences of revolutionary actions

- A focus on visual and cultural history, emphasizing the importance of art, propaganda, and public
spectacle



This approach makes "Citizens" accessible to both scholars and general readers, offering a
comprehensive yet engaging account of the revolutionary era.

Major Events Covered in "Citizens"

The book chronicles a series of pivotal moments that collectively define the French Revolution:

1. The Estates-General and the Formation of the National
Assembly

- The calling of the Estates-General in 1789
- The formation of the National Assembly as a response to political crisis
- The Tennis Court Oath and the assertion of popular sovereignty

2. The Storming of the Bastille

- Symbolic start of the revolution
- The significance of popular insurrection
- The role of crowds and revolutionary fervor

3. The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen

- Foundations of modern human rights
- Principles of liberty and equality

4. The Reign of Terror

- The rise of Robespierre and the Jacobins
- The use of violence to suppress counter-revolutionaries
- The guillotine as a symbol of revolutionary justice

5. The Fall of Robespierre and the Thermidorian Reaction

- The end of the Reign of Terror
- The shift towards a more moderate government

6. The Rise of Napoleon and the End of the Revolution

- The transition from revolutionary chaos to empire
- Napoleon’s consolidation of power



Historical Significance and Legacy of the French
Revolution as Portrayed by Schama

Simon Schama'’s "Citizens" emphasizes that the French Revolution was not merely a political upheaval
but a profound social upheaval that challenged centuries-old structures. Its legacy, as Schama
depicts, includes:

- The establishment of modern notions of citizenship and rights
- The weakening of monarchic and aristocratic privileges

- The paving of the way for modern democratic institutions

- The influence on subsequent revolutions around the world

The Cultural Impact

Schama highlights how the revolution transformed French art, literature, and public life, fostering a
new sense of national identity and collective memory. Revolutionary propaganda, revolutionary art,
and public celebrations became integral to shaping a new civic consciousness.

Critique and Reception of "Citizens"

"Citizens" has been widely praised for its vivid storytelling and comprehensive coverage. Critics
commend Schama for bringing history to life and making complex political developments accessible.
However, some have noted that Schama’s interpretations sometimes reflect a particular perspective,
emphasizing the chaos and violence of the revolution.

Major strengths of the book include:

- Its detailed chronological narrative

- The depth of cultural and social analysis
- Its engaging prose style

Criticisms involve:
- Potential bias towards a dramatic portrayal of revolutionary violence
- Limited discussion of the broader European context

Despite these critiques, "Citizens" remains a seminal work in revolutionary history and is often
recommended for students, scholars, and history enthusiasts alike.



Why "Citizens" Is Essential Reading for Understanding
the French Revolution

This book is essential for anyone seeking a nuanced understanding of the French Revolution because
it:

- Provides a detailed chronology of events

- Humanizes historical figures and everyday citizens

- Connects political upheavals to cultural and social transformations

- Explores the revolutionary ideals and their complex implementation
- Demonstrates the revolution’s enduring influence on modern society

SEO Optimization: Keywords and Phrases

To optimize this article for search engines, relevant keywords and phrases include:
- Simon Schama Citizens review

- French Revolution history

- Simon Schama books

- Chronicle of the French Revolution

- French Revolution key events

- Impact of the French Revolution

- Revolutionary France analysis

- French Revolution overview

- Cultural history of the French Revolution
- Schama'’s interpretation of the revolution

Incorporating these keywords naturally throughout the article enhances its visibility on search
engines, attracting readers interested in historical analysis, revolutionary history, and Simon
Schama’s works.

Conclusion

Simon Schama'’s "Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution" stands as a monumental contribution
to historical literature. It combines meticulous research, compelling storytelling, and cultural analysis
to offer an in-depth portrayal of one of history’s most pivotal moments. Whether you are a history
student, scholar, or a general reader fascinated by revolutionary change, this book provides valuable
insights into the social upheavals that reshaped France and laid the groundwork for modern
democratic ideals. Its enduring relevance lies in its ability to humanize history, making the tumult of
the French Revolution both comprehensible and profoundly impactful.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Simon Schama's 'Citizens: A
Chronicle of the French Revolution'?

Simon Schama's 'Citizens' provides a detailed narrative of the French Revolution, emphasizing the
experiences of ordinary citizens and the complexities of revolutionary change.

How does Schama portray the role of ordinary people in the
French Revolution?

Schama highlights the active participation and agency of common citizens, portraying them as pivotal
agents in shaping revolutionary events rather than mere spectators or victims.

What themes are central to Schama's interpretation of the
French Revolution?

Key themes include the conflict between liberty and authority, the violence and chaos of the
revolution, and the transformative impact on French society and identity.

How does 'Citizens' differ from other works on the French
Revolution?

Schama's work is distinguished by its narrative style, focus on individual stories, and emphasis on the
human and emotional dimensions of revolutionary history, offering a more visceral and detailed
account.

What criticisms have been made of Schama's portrayal of the
French Revolution?

Some critics argue that Schama's emphasis on violence and chaos may overshadow the ideological
and political aspects of the revolution, and that his interpretation can be seen as somewhat
sympathetic to revolutionary excesses.

How does Schama address the role of violence in the French
Revolution?

Schama portrays violence as a central and inevitable part of the revolution, exploring its causes,
manifestations, and implications for both revolutionaries and victims.

Is 'Citizens' considered a comprehensive history of the French
Revolution?

While comprehensive in scope, focusing on social and emotional narratives, some historians view it as
more interpretative and thematic rather than a traditional chronological account.



What impact has Schama's 'Citizens' had on popular
understanding of the French Revolution?

The book has significantly influenced public perception by humanizing revolutionary figures and
emphasizing the complexities and human dramas within revolutionary events, making history
accessible and engaging.

Additional Resources

Simon Schama'’s Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution

Simon Schama'’s Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution stands as a monumental work that
redefines our understanding of one of history’s most turbulent and transformative periods. Through a
compelling blend of narrative storytelling, meticulous research, and vivid imagery, Schama offers
readers an immersive journey into the heart of revolutionary France. This article delves into the core
themes, historiographical significance, and lasting impact of Schama’s magnum opus, exploring how
it reshapes the narrative of the French Revolution for both scholars and general readers alike.

Introduction: The Significance of Schama'’s Citizens

Simon Schama'’s Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution is more than just a history book; it is a
richly detailed chronicle that captures the chaos, ideals, violence, and aspirations of a society in
upheaval. Published in 1989, the work is distinguished by its narrative style that weaves political
events with personal stories, offering a textured portrayal of revolutionary France from 1789 to 1794.
Schama’s approach emphasizes the human dimension—highlighting the passions, fears, and ideals
that propelled the revolution—and challenges traditional, somewhat sanitized histories of the period.

This work is significant not only for its comprehensive coverage but also for its interpretive stance.
Schama emphasizes the revolutionary violence and the complex moral landscape, refusing to
romanticize the revolution as solely a pursuit of liberty. Instead, he presents it as a turbulent process
marked by contradictions, chaos, and the tragic consequences of radical change. His portrayal invites
readers to grapple with the ambivalence and brutality of revolutionary ideals, making Citizens a vital
contribution to both popular and academic understandings of the French Revolution.

The Narrative Style and Approach
A Storytelling Revolution in Historical Writing

One of the defining features of Schama’s Citizens is its narrative style. Unlike traditional history texts
that often focus on political institutions or diplomatic events, Schama crafts a vivid story grounded in
the personal experiences of individuals—peasants, artisans, revolutionaries, and kings alike. This
approach transforms the revolution from a series of abstract political movements into a living,
breathing saga.

Key aspects include:



- Vivid Descriptions: Schama employs detailed descriptions of the streets, marketplaces, and
barricades, immersing readers in the sensory world of revolutionary France.

- Personal Narratives: The book highlights individual stories—such as those of revolutionary leaders
like Robespierre, but also ordinary citizens caught in the upheaval—making the history relatable and
emotionally engaging.

- Dramatic Tension: Schama'’s storytelling emphasizes the dramatic moments—mass executions,
political betrayals, popular uprisings—creating a sense of immediacy.

A Thematic and Analytical Framework
While storytelling is central, Schama also employs thematic analysis, examining key issues such as:

- The clash between Enlightenment ideals and revolutionary violence.

- The role of popular mobilization and the passions it ignited.

- The tension between the pursuit of equality and the realities of power and brutality.
- The moral ambiguities faced by revolutionaries and citizens.

This analytical depth enriches the narrative, prompting readers to reflect on the complex motivations
and consequences of revolutionary actions.

Deep Dive into Core Themes
The Rise of Revolutionary Violence

Schama'’s Citizens confronts the often-idealized image of the revolution as solely a pursuit of liberty
and justice. Instead, he underscores the pervasive violence that characterized the period—most
notably, the Reign of Terror. Schama vividly depicts:

- The chaos of the September Massacres, where mobs attacked prisoners.

- The executions of King Louis XVI and Queen Marie Antoinette.

- The mass executions during the Terror, including the guillotine as a symbol of revolutionary justice
and brutality.

Schama interprets this violence as both a product of revolutionary fervor and a reflection of societal
fears, class tensions, and the revolutionary leadership’s own ruthless tactics. His portrayal urges
readers to consider the revolution’s darker side, questioning whether the ends justified the means.

Popular Mobilization and the Role of the Commons

A distinctive aspect of Schama’s narrative is the emphasis on the role of ordinary citizens in shaping
the revolution. He portrays them not merely as passive beneficiaries but as active agents driven by
genuine grievances and passions. Key points include:

- The grain riots and bread shortages that sparked initial unrest.
- The participation of artisans and common folk in revolutionary clubs and demonstrations.
- The influence of popular festivals and symbolic acts in fostering revolutionary identity.

Schama’s depiction underscores that the revolution was a grassroots phenomenon as much as an
elite-led movement, driven by the collective desire for rights, dignity, and economic stability.



The Fall of the Monarchy and the Radicalization of the Revolution

Schama vividly narrates the events leading to the fall of the monarchy, including:

- The storming of the Bastille and its symbolic significance.

- The abolition of the monarchy and the establishment of the First French Republic.

- The increasing radicalization, exemplified by the rise of the Jacobins and Robespierre.

He explores how revolutionary ideals clashed with political realities, leading to a spiral of violence,
purges, and internal conflict. The period becomes a cautionary tale about how revolutionary zeal can
spiral into tyranny.

The Tragedy of Robespierre and the Thermidorian Reaction

A pivotal focus is the figure of Maximilien Robespierre, whose leadership during the Terror epitomizes
revolutionary extremism. Schama portrays him as a complex figure—both principled and ruthless. The
narrative explores:

- Robespierre’s ideological convictions.

- His role in orchestrating the Reign of Terror.

- The eventual backlash and his execution during the Thermidorian Reaction.

This segment highlights the perilous balance between revolutionary virtue and violence, and the
tragic downfall of Robespierre exemplifies the revolutionary’s moral dilemmas.

Historiographical Significance and Critical Reception

Challenging Traditional Narratives

Schama'’s Citizens stands out for its departure from earlier, more idealized accounts of the revolution.
Historians like Jules Michelet or Albert Soboul often emphasized the revolutionary ideals of liberty and
fraternity, sometimes glossing over the violence and chaos. Schama challenges these narratives,
emphasizing the tumult, passions, and moral complexities.

A Balanced, Yet Controversial Perspective

While praised for its vivid storytelling and depth, Schama’s interpretation has also faced criticism.
Some scholars argue that:

- His focus on violence risks overshadowing the revolutionary ideals.
- His emphasis on the passions of the masses might downplay the role of political elites.

- His portrayal of Robespierre and other leaders is sometimes seen as overly sympathetic or nuanced.

Despite these debates, the work remains influential for its immersive approach and nuanced analysis.

Lasting Impact and Legacy



Citizens has significantly influenced both scholarly and popular understandings of the French
Revolution. Its narrative style has inspired a new generation of historians to blend storytelling with
rigorous analysis. Its emphasis on the human dimension and moral ambiguities continues to resonate.

Moreover, Schama’s work has helped foster a more critical appreciation of revolutionary violence and
the complexities of social upheaval. It challenges readers to see revolution not as a straightforward
march toward progress but as a tumultuous, morally complex process.

Conclusion: A Landmark in Revolutionary Historiography

In summary, Simon Schama'’s Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution is a seminal work that
offers a comprehensive, vivid, and morally nuanced account of one of history’s most pivotal moments.
Its storytelling prowess, thematic depth, and critical insights have cemented its place as a modern
classic in the historiography of the French Revolution.

For readers seeking to understand the revolution’s human dimension—its passions, fears, and
contradictions—Citizens provides a compelling, thought-provoking narrative. It reminds us that history
is not merely a series of dates and events but a complex tapestry of human experiences, driven by
ideals and tainted by violence—a lesson as relevant today as it was over two centuries ago.

Simon Schama Citizens A Chronicle Of The French Revolution

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: Citizens Simon Schama, 1989
From the author of The Embarrassment of Riches, this is a history of the French Revolution. At the
heart of this account is the story of the transformation of subjects to citizens. The author aims to
show a France infatuated with novelty and technology in the midst of dramatic economic change.
The darkening of the original euphoric vision of liberty into a scenario of hunger, anger, terror and
death is the author's theme, as he draws on available material of social and cultural history.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: Citizens Simon Schama,
1990-03-17 In this New York Times bestseller, award-winning author Simon Schama presents an
ebullient country, vital and inventive, infatuated with novelty and technology--a strikingly fresh view
of Louis XVI's France. One of the great landmarks of modern history publishing, Citizens: A
Chronicle of the French Revolution is the most authoritative social, cultural, and narrative history of
the French Revolution ever produced.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: Citizens Simon Schama, 1989
This award-winning, worldwide bestseller is an authoritative social, cultural and narrative history of
the French Revolution.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: The French Revolution Gary
Kates, 2006 Collating key texts at the forefront of new research and interpretation, this updated
second edition adds new articles on the Terror and race/colonial issues, and studies all aspects of
this major event, from its origins through to its consequences.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: The French Revolution and
the Birth of Modernity Ferenc Fehér, 2023-11-15 Written from widely different perspectives,
these essays characterize the Great Revolution as the dawn of the modern age, the grand narrative
of modernity. The scope of issues under scrutiny is extremely broad, ranging from the analyses of
the hotly debated class character of 1789 and the problem of the nation state to the “Cult of the
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Supreme Being,” the emancipation of the Jews, and the cultural heritage of the Revolution. This title
is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s
mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact.
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1990.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: Global Ramifications of the
French Revolution Joseph Klaits, Michael Haltzel, Lee H. Hamilton, 2002-06-06 Essays on the
French Revolution's historical and ongoing impact in different parts of the world.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: The French Revolution and the
People David Andress, 2004-01-01 Shares the personal stories of middle-class citizens and peasants
who experienced the French Revolution firsthand, discussing their everyday lives and the factors
that motivated their participation in the conflict's political and social upheavals.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: The Genesis of the French
Revolution Bailey Stone, 1994-02-25 This book, first published in 2004, offers an interesting
synthesis of the long- and short-term causes of the French Revolution.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: Non-Violence and the French
Revolution Micah Alpaugh, 2015 Challenging scholarly emphasis on French Revolutionary violence,
this book instead examines the prevalence of peaceful, democratic methods in Parisian protest.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: The Social Interpretation of
the French Revolution Alfred Cobban, 1999-05-27 Alfred Cobban's The Social Interpretation of the
French Revolution is one of the acknowledged classics of post-war historiography. This 'revisionist'
analysis of the French Revolution caused a furore on first publication in 1964, challenging as it did
established orthodoxies during the crucial period of the Cold War. Cobban saw the French
Revolution as central to the 'grand narrative of modern history', but provided a salutary corrective to
many celebrated social explanations, determinist and otherwise, of its origins and development. A
generation later this concise but powerful intervention was reissued in this 1999 edition with an
introduction by Gwynne Lewis, providing students with both a context for Cobban's own arguments,
and assessing the course of Revolutionary studies in the wake of The Social Interpretation. This book
remains a handbook of revisionism for Anglo-Saxon scholars, and is essential reading for all students
of French history at undergraduate level and above.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: Surviving the French
Revolution Bette W. Oliver, 2013-06-10 The unleashing of the French Revolution in 1789 resulted in
the acceleration of time coupled with an inability to predict what might happen next. As
unprecedented events outpaced the days, those caught up in the whirlwind had little time to make
judicious decisions about which course of action to follow. The lack of reliable information and
delays in communication between Paris and the provinces only exacerbated the situation.
Consequently, some fled into exile in Europe and the United States, while others remained to take
advantage of new opportunities provided by the revolutionary government. Between 1789 and 1794,
the government moved from a position of hopeful cooperation to one of desperate measures
instigated during the Terror of 1793-1794. As a result, those French citizens who had fled early in
the revolution, including many aristocrats and the king's brothers, as well as the artist Elisabeth
Vigee-LeBrun, could not return until many years later, while those who had remained, such as
Vigée-LeBrun's husband, the art dealer Jean-Baptiste Pierre LeBrun, as well as the artist
Jacques-Louis David, the writers Sébastien Chamfort and André Chénier, and expelled Girondin
deputies, chose survival strategies that they hoped would be successful. For all those concerned,
timing was key to survival, and those who lived found that they had crossed a bridge between the
Ancien Régime and the beginning of the modern world. It would not be possible to grasp the full
import of the period between 1789 and 1795 until time had decelerated to a more reasonable level
after the fall of Robespierre in 1794. Yet few could have then imagined that almost one hundred
years would pass before a stable French republic would be established.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: The Real Story of the



French Revolution Mike Wells, 2024-07-31 A look at the leading figure in the Haitian Revolution,
Toussaint Louverture, challenging myths and exploring the vivid, often horrifying events of colonial
history. The French Revolution was a period of radical political and societal change in the eighteenth
century. Everyone knows about the guillotine and the grisly processions of tumbrils, but less is
generally appreciated about the much greater violence in provincial France. This book examines the
beliefs and assumptions about the French Revolution which have become popularised in films and
novels but also accepted in standard accounts to see if they stand up to scrutiny. There is no attempt
to deny the intense drama of the whole revolutionary period but rather to separate myth and reality.
There are chapters on the development of the constitutional monarchy and its failure and also on the
tragic period of the Terror which for many is the most characteristic period. The role of women in
this period is one of huge turmoil as well as the impact of the Revolution on the French colonies and
in particular Saint-Domingue in the West Indies. This book looks at the leading figure in the Haitian
Revolution, Toussaint Louverture, with some myths being challenged and attempts to reach a
realistic judgement as well as exploring some of the vivid, if at times horrifying, events of this key
part of the history of colonialism. It includes a critical look at commonly held beliefs about the
Revolution and its aftermath. It is also an account of many of the highly colorful and dramatic events
and personalities for those who want to get beneath the surface of one of the most absorbing periods
of history. The range of extraordinary people in the Revolution has led to many fictional accounts
and we look at many of their lives, but also at the way that a period of intense belief impacted
ordinary people with often tragic results. It really was ‘the best of times and the worst of times’.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: French Revolution Peter
McPhee, 2017-03-13 On 14 July 1789 thousands of Parisians seized the Bastille fortress in Paris. This
was the most famous episode of the Revolution of 1789, when huge numbers of French people
across the kingdom successfully rebelled against absolute monarchy and the privileges of the
nobility. But the subsequent struggle over what social and political system should replace the 'Old
R€gime' was to divide French people and finally the whole of Europe. The French Revolution is one
of the great turning-points in history. It continues to fascinate us, to inspire us, at times to horrify us.
Never before had the people of a large and populous country sought to remake their society on the
basis of the principles of liberty and equality. The drama, success and tragedy of their project have
attracted students to it for more than two centuries. Its importance and fascination for us are
undiminished as we try to understand revolutions in our own times. There are three key questions
the book investigates. First, why was there a revolution in 1789? Second, why did the revolution
continue after 1789, culminating in civil war, foreign invasion and terror? Third, what was the
significance of the revolution? Was the French Revolution a major turning-point in French, even
world history, or instead just a protracted period of violent upheaval and warfare which wrecked
millions of lives? This new edition of The French Revolution contains revised text and new
photographs. This edition includes video footage of Peter McPhee's interviews with Professor Ian
Germani, University of Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada, on the role of military discipline in the
French Revolutionary Wars; Dr Marisa Linton, Kingston University in London, about her book,
Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship and Authenticity in the French Revolution, a major study of the
politics of Jacobinism; and Professor Timothy Tackett, University of California, Irvine, on the origins
of terror in the French Revolution.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: The French Revolution as
Blasphemy William L. Pressly, 1999-04 This is a book about two paintings that were meant to turn
the English against the French Revolution by showing its worst excesses--a world in which religious
piety and racial, class, and gender hierarchies are turned upside down.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: Living the French
Revolution, 1789-1799 P. McPhee, 2006-10-10 What did it mean to live through the French
Revolution? This volume provides a coherent and expansive portrait of revolutionary life by
exploring the lived experience of the people of France's villages and country towns, revealing how
The Revolution had a dramatic impact on daily life from family relations to religious practices.



simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: Apostles of Revolution John
Ferling, 2018-05-15 From acclaimed historian John Ferling, the story of Thomas Jefferson, Thomas
Paine, and James Monroe's involvement in the American and French Revolutions and their quest for
sweeping change in both America and Europe. Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine, and James Monroe
hazarded all in quest of revolutions. As founding fathers, they risked their lives and their liberty for
American independence, and as reformers, each rejoiced at the opportunity to be part of the French
Revolution, praying that it in turn would inspire others to sweep away Europe's monarchies and
titled nobilities. For these three men, real revolution would lead to substantive political and social
alterations and an escape from royal and aristocratic rule. But as the eighteenth century unfolded,
these three separated onto different routes to revolution-two became soldiers, two became writers,
and two became statesmen-and their united cause but divided means reshaped their country and the
Western world. Apostles of Revolution spans a crucial time in Western Civilization. The era ranged
from the American insurgency against Great Britain to the Declaration of Independence, from
desperate engagements on American battlefields to the bloody Terror in France. It culminates with
the tumultuous election of 1800, the outcome of which - according to Jefferson - saved the American
Revolution. Written as a sweeping narrative of a turbulent and pivotal era, Apostles of the
Revolution captures the spirit of our founding fathers and the history of America and Europe's great
turning point.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: The Ultimate Sacrifice Clayton
Fordahl, 2020-03-05 This book presents an interpretive, macro-historical, and sociological account of
martyrdom. Moving away from the notion of martyrdom as an object of individual behavior and
seeing it instead as a significant cultural work performed by communities in the wake of a violent
death, it provides a novel interpretation of Western political and religious history. In addition to thus
redressing the disproportionate attention given to the concept’s relationship to Islam, the author
offers a new perspective on two defining historical processes: secularization and the rise of modern
sovereignty in the form of the nation-state. An innovative analysis of the role of sacrifice in
contemporary culture, which constitutes a timely critique of long-dominant theories of
disenchantment and the privatization of religion, The Ultimate Sacrifice will appeal to sociologists
and social theorists with interests in religion, politics, and the connection between the two.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: Reinterpreting the French
Revolution Bailey Stone, 2002-10-21 Publisher Description

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: The French Revolution,
1789-1799 Peter McPhee, 2001-12-06 This book provides a succinct yet up-to-date and challenging
approach to the French Revolution of 1789-1799 and its consequences. Peter McPhee provides an
accessible and reliable overview and one which deliberately introduces students to central debates
among historians. The book has two main aims. One aim is to consider the origins and nature of the
Revolution of 1789-99. Why was there a Revolution in France in 1789? Why did the Revolution follow
its particular course after 1789? When was it 'over'? A second aim is to examine the significance of
the Revolutionary period in accelerating the decay of Ancien Regime society. How 'revolutionary'
was the Revolution? Was France fundamentally changed as a result of it? Of particular interest to
students will be the emphasis placed by the author on the repercussions of the Revolution on the
practives of daily life: the lived experience of the Revolution. The author's recent work on the
environmental impact of the Revolution is also incorporated to provide a lively, modern, and rounded
picture of France during this critical phase in the development of modern Europe.

simon schama citizens a chronicle of the french revolution: Journalism's Roving Eye
John Maxwell Hamilton, 2011-08-15 In all of journalism, nowhere are the stakes higher than in
foreign news-gathering. For media owners, it is the most difficult type of reporting to finance; for
editors, the hardest to oversee. Correspondents, roaming large swaths of the planet, must acquire
expertise that home-based reporters take for granted—facility with the local language, for instance,
or an understanding of local cultures. Adding further to the challenges, they must put news of the
world in context for an audience with little experience and often limited interest in foreign affairs—a



task made all the more daunting because of the consequence to national security. In Journalism’s
Roving Eye, John Maxwell Hamilton—a historian and former foreign correspondent—provides a
sweeping and definitive history of American foreign news reporting from its inception to the present
day and chronicles the economic and technological advances that have influenced overseas
coverage, as well as the cavalcade of colorful personalities who shaped readers’ perceptions of the
world across two centuries. From the colonial era—when newspaper printers hustled down to wharfs
to collect mail and periodicals from incoming ships—to the ongoing multimedia press coverage of
the Iraq War, Hamilton explores journalism’s constant—and not always successful—efforts at
“dishing the foreign news,” as James Gordon Bennett put it in the mid-nineteenth century to
describe his approach in the New York Herald. He details the highly partisan coverage of the French
Revolution, the early emergence of “special correspondents” and the challenges of organizing their
efforts, the profound impact of the non-yellow press in the run-up to the Spanish-American War, the
increasingly sophisticated machinery of propaganda and censorship that surfaced during World War
I, and the “golden age” of foreign correspondence during the interwar period, when outlets for
foreign news swelled and a large number of experienced, independent journalists circled the globe.
From the Nazis’ intimidation of reporters to the ways in which American popular opinion shaped
coverage of Communist revolution and the Vietnam War, Hamilton covers every aspect of delivering
foreign news to American doorsteps. Along the way, Hamilton singles out a fascinating cast of
characters, among them Victor Lawson, the overlooked proprietor of the Chicago Daily News, who
pioneered the concept of a foreign news service geared to American interests; Henry Morton
Stanley, one of the first reporters to generate news on his own with his 1871 expedition to East
Africa to “find Livingstone”; and Jack Belden, a forgotten brooding figure who exemplified the best
in combat reporting. Hamilton details the experiences of correspondents, editors, owners,
publishers, and network executives, as well as the political leaders who made the news and the
technicians who invented ways to transmit it. Their stories bring the narrative to life in arresting
detail and make this an indispensable book for anyone wanting to understand the evolution of
foreign news-gathering. Amid the steep drop in the number of correspondents stationed abroad and
the recent decline of the newspaper industry, many fear that foreign reporting will soon no longer
exist. But as Hamilton shows in this magisterial work, traditional correspondence survives alongside
a new type of reporting. Journalism’s Roving Eye offers a keen understanding of the vicissitudes in
foreign news, an understanding imperative to better seeing what lies ahead.
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