
roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me
Roald Dahl Giraffe The Pelly And Me is a delightful children's book that captures the
imagination with its whimsical characters and inventive storytelling. Written by the beloved
British author Roald Dahl, this charming tale introduces readers to a unique trio of
friends—Giraffe, The Pelly, and Me—who team up to undertake extraordinary adventures.
As one of Dahl’s lesser-known but equally enchanting stories, it continues to enchant
children and adults alike, emphasizing themes of friendship, bravery, and the importance of
helping others.

Overview of Roald Dahl Giraffe The Pelly And Me

The Story Behind the Book

Roald Dahl Giraffe The Pelly And Me was first published in 1985 and is part of Dahl’s
extensive collection of children’s literature. Unlike some of his more famous works like
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory or Matilda, this story offers a unique focus on teamwork
and entrepreneurship, wrapped in a playful and imaginative narrative. The story is set in a
vibrant, fantastical world where animals and humans coexist and work together in
extraordinary ways.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The story revolves around three main characters:

- Giraffe: A tall, gentle giraffe who can reach high places and has a warm personality.
- The Pelly: A pelican who serves as the group's leader, with a clever mind and a keen
sense of adventure.
- Me (the narrator): A young boy who becomes the group's human partner, bringing
enthusiasm and resourcefulness.

Together, these characters form the Helpful Helpers, a team dedicated to cleaning windows
and helping their community.

Themes and Messages in Roald Dahl Giraffe The Pelly And Me

Friendship and Teamwork

At its core, this story emphasizes the importance of working together. The characters each
have unique abilities—Giraffe’s height, The Pelly’s leadership, and the narrator’s
ingenuity—which combine to solve problems and accomplish tasks that would be
impossible alone. Dahl masterfully shows that collaboration and friendship can overcome
challenges.

Entrepreneurship and Initiative

The story introduces children to the concept of entrepreneurship through the characters’
venture into window cleaning. They start a business called the Help Ltd, demonstrating how
initiative, creativity, and teamwork can lead to success. This theme encourages young
readers to think independently and pursue their ideas confidently.



Helping Others and Community Service

Throughout the story, the characters’ primary goal is to assist their community by cleaning
windows and making life easier for others. This message underscores the value of kindness,
service, and making a positive impact in society.

Plot Summary of Roald Dahl Giraffe The Pelly And Me

The Beginning: Meeting the Characters

The story begins with the narrator, a young boy who discovers a strange window-cleaning
company operated by three unusual animals: Giraffe, The Pelly, and a monkey named
Yapper. The animals have formed a team and are eager to take on cleaning jobs, especially
tall buildings that are difficult to reach.

The Adventure: Saving the Tower Bridge

Their big break comes when they are asked to clean the windows of a grand building, which
turns out to be the iconic Tower Bridge in London. The team faces the challenge of cleaning
the massive structure, but with Giraffe’s height and The Pelly’s leadership, they succeed.

The Conflict: The Duke and the Problem

However, trouble arises when the Duke of Hampshire’s castle needs cleaning, and he
refuses to pay the fair price. The team faces a dilemma about how to handle the situation,
leading to a clever plan that involves the narrator’s quick thinking.

The Resolution: A Happy Ending

The story concludes with the team realizing the importance of honesty and fairness. They
continue their window-cleaning business, helping more people and spreading joy. The
narrator feels proud to be part of such a brave and friendly team.

Characters in Detail

Giraffe: The Gentle Giant

Giraffe is characterized by his kindness, patience, and remarkable height. His ability to
reach the tallest windows makes him invaluable to the team. Dahl describes him as a
gentle soul, always ready to help and look after his friends.

The Pelly: The Leader

The Pelly, a clever pelican, is the mastermind behind the operations. He’s quick-witted and
resourceful, often coming up with ideas to solve problems. His leadership skills keep the
team organized and motivated.

The Narrator: The Young Helper

The young boy narrator adds enthusiasm and curiosity to the story. His perspective allows
readers to see the adventure from a child's point of view, making the story relatable and



engaging.

Why Roald Dahl Giraffe The Pelly And Me Is a Favorite

Whimsical and Imaginative

Roald Dahl’s signature storytelling style shines through in this book. The imaginative
characters and their extraordinary abilities capture children’s attention and spark their
creativity.

Educational Value

Beyond entertainment, the story teaches valuable lessons about teamwork,
entrepreneurship, and community service. It encourages children to think creatively and act
kindly.

Engaging Illustrations

The book features lively illustrations that complement the text, bringing the characters and
their adventures to life. Dahl’s distinctive style makes the story visually appealing and
accessible for young readers.

How to Read and Enjoy Roald Dahl Giraffe The Pelly And Me

Reading Tips for Children and Parents

- Discuss the themes: After reading, talk about the importance of teamwork and helping
others.
- Explore creativity: Encourage children to imagine their own business ideas or adventures
inspired by the story.
- Use illustrations: Pay attention to the artwork and discuss how it enhances the story.

Educational Activities

- Create your own window-cleaning business: Use the story as inspiration for a fun role-
playing game.
- Draw your own characters: Let children design their own helpful animal teams.
- Discuss morals: Talk about honesty, fairness, and kindness as depicted in the story.

Where to Find Roald Dahl Giraffe The Pelly And Me

This beloved book is available in various formats, including hardcover, paperback, and e-
book editions. It can be purchased at major bookstores, online retailers, or borrowed from
local libraries. For educators and parents, it’s also included in many Roald Dahl collections
and children’s literature anthologies.

Conclusion

Roald Dahl Giraffe The Pelly And Me remains a charming and inspiring story that
captures the magic of childhood imagination. Its themes of friendship, entrepreneurship,
and community service resonate with readers of all ages. Whether read aloud to young



children or enjoyed independently by early readers, this book offers timeless entertainment
and lessons wrapped in a delightful adventure. If you're seeking a story that combines
humor, heart, and creativity, Roald Dahl’s tale of Giraffe, The Pelly, and their young friend is
an excellent choice that will spark joy and inspire young minds for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main story of 'Giraffe, the Pelly and Me' by
Roald Dahl?
'Giraffe, the Pelly and Me' tells the story of a young boy named Billy who befriends a giraffe,
a pelican, and a monkey who form a window-cleaning company called the Ladderless
Window-Cleaning Company, and they embark on a fun adventure to clean a famous
mansion.

Who are the main characters in 'Giraffe, the Pelly and
Me'?
The main characters are Billy, the young boy; the Giraffe; the Pelly, a pelican; and the
Monkey, who all work together as part of the Ladderless Window-Cleaning Company.

What is the moral or lesson in 'Giraffe, the Pelly and
Me'?
The story emphasizes themes of friendship, teamwork, and kindness, showing how working
together and helping others can lead to exciting adventures.

Are there any adaptations of 'Giraffe, the Pelly and Me'?
Yes, 'Giraffe, the Pelly and Me' has been adapted into stage plays, and it is often included in
Roald Dahl's collections of short stories for children, inspiring various theatrical productions.

Is 'Giraffe, the Pelly and Me' suitable for young
children?
Yes, the story is suitable for children aged 7 and up, as it features engaging characters and
a fun adventure with positive messages.

What inspired Roald Dahl to write 'Giraffe, the Pelly and
Me'?
Roald Dahl was inspired by his love of whimsical characters and imaginative stories; the
tale combines humor and adventure to captivate young readers.



Where can I find 'Giraffe, the Pelly and Me' to read or
purchase?
The story is available in collections of Roald Dahl's short stories, such as 'The Wonderful
Story of Henry Sugar and Six More,' and can be purchased in bookstores or online in print,
e-book, or audiobook formats.

Additional Resources
Roald Dahl Giraffe the Pelly and Me is a delightful and imaginative children's book that
captures the whimsical storytelling style of Roald Dahl, one of the most beloved authors in
children's literature. This enchanting tale introduces young readers to a cast of
extraordinary characters—a giraffe, a pelican, and a monkey—who come together to
operate a unique window-cleaning business with a touch of magic and mischief. Dahl's
signature blend of humor, adventure, and moral lessons makes this book a captivating read
for children and a cherished addition to any young reader's collection.

Overview of the Story

Roald Dahl Giraffe the Pelly and Me tells the story of a young boy named Billy, who lives in
a small town and dreams of adventure beyond his mundane life. His routine is turned
upside down when he encounters the Giraffe, the Pelican, and the Monkey—three
extraordinary animals who have formed a team called the "The Ladderless Window-
Cleaning Company." These unusual characters are not just friends but also partners in a
daring enterprise that involves climbing tall buildings and cleaning windows in the most
spectacular ways.

The narrative follows Billy as he becomes involved with the team, helping them to
overcome challenges and ultimately save the day. The story weaves themes of friendship,
bravery, kindness, and the importance of helping others. Throughout the adventure, Dahl's
characteristic humor and clever language keep readers engaged and entertained.

Themes and Moral Lessons

Friendship and Teamwork
The core of the story revolves around the friendship between Billy and the animal team.
Each character has unique qualities—Giraffe's height, Pelican's beak, Monkey's agility—and
they learn to work together to achieve a common goal. The book emphasizes the
importance of collaboration, diversity, and valuing each other's strengths.



Bravery and Courage
Billy's willingness to join the team and face daring heights encourages young readers to be
brave and take on challenges. The animals' adventures demonstrate that courage often
involves overcoming fears and helping others in need.

Helping Others and Kindness
A recurring moral is the value of kindness and helping those in need. The team’s mission to
clean windows and their efforts to rescue a young girl from danger highlight the
significance of compassion and generosity.

Character Analysis

Billy
Billy is depicted as an imaginative and kind-hearted boy. His curiosity and sense of
adventure make him a perfect companion for the extraordinary animals. His character
encourages children to embrace their imagination and be open to new experiences.

The Giraffe
The Giraffe’s tall stature is both a literal and symbolic asset to the team. His gentle nature
and wisdom add depth to the story, illustrating that physical attributes can be a source of
strength.

The Pelican
The Pelican is witty and resourceful, often providing comic relief and clever ideas. His
optimism and quick thinking are vital in tricky situations.

The Monkey
The Monkey’s agility and mischievous personality bring humor and energy to the group. His
playful nature reminds readers of the importance of having fun and not taking life too
seriously.

Writing Style and Illustrations

Roald Dahl’s storytelling in Giraffe the Pelly and Me is characterized by playful language,
inventive descriptions, and a rhythmic flow that keeps the reader engaged. His use of
humor, clever wordplay, and memorable dialogue makes the story lively and entertaining.



The illustrations, typically created by Quentin Blake, complement the text beautifully.
Blake’s distinctive, whimsical drawings capture the quirky personalities of the characters,
adding visual charm and helping children visualize the fantastical world Dahl has created.
The illustrations are expressive, humorous, and vividly bring to life the characters’
personalities and adventures.

Pros and Cons

Pros:
- Engaging and imaginative storyline that sparks creativity
- Memorable characters with distinct personalities
- Clear moral lessons woven seamlessly into the plot
- Humorous language that appeals to children and adults alike
- Stunning illustrations that enhance the storytelling
- Suitable for a wide age range, especially early readers and young children

Cons:
- Some children may find the story’s length a bit short for a longer bedtime read
- The fantastical elements might be less appealing to children who prefer realistic stories
- As with many Dahl books, some themes or language might require parental guidance
depending on the child's sensitivity

Educational Value and Suitability

Roald Dahl Giraffe the Pelly and Me is not only entertaining but also offers educational
benefits. It encourages vocabulary development through playful language and introduces
themes like teamwork, bravery, and kindness. The book is suitable for children aged 5-9,
making it an excellent choice for early to middle elementary school readers.

Teachers and parents can use the story to facilitate discussions about friendship, helping
others, and facing fears. The vivid illustrations support literacy development by helping
children connect images with words, fostering comprehension and engagement.

Comparison with Other Roald Dahl Works

Compared to Dahl’s more famous works like Matilda or The BFG, Giraffe the Pelly and Me is
shorter and more lighthearted, with a focus on adventure and humor rather than complex
moral dilemmas. Its whimsical characters and humorous tone make it especially appealing
to younger children who are just beginning to explore chapter books.

While The BFG features more elaborate language and a richer world, Giraffe the Pelly and
Me offers a more straightforward, fast-paced story that is perfect for building confidence in
early readers.



Final Thoughts

Roald Dahl Giraffe the Pelly and Me is a charming, inventive story that exemplifies Dahl’s
talent for creating magical worlds filled with quirky characters and humorous situations. Its
themes of friendship, bravery, and kindness resonate with children and provide gentle
moral lessons wrapped in an engaging narrative. The combination of Dahl’s playful
language and Quentin Blake’s delightful illustrations makes it a timeless classic that
continues to captivate young audiences.

This book is highly recommended for parents and educators seeking to inspire creativity
and moral values in children, all while providing a fun and memorable reading experience.
Whether read aloud or enjoyed independently, Giraffe the Pelly and Me is a wonderful
addition to any child's bookshelf—an imaginative adventure that sparks joy, curiosity, and a
love of reading.

In conclusion, Roald Dahl’s Giraffe the Pelly and Me stands out as a joyful, whimsical tale
that celebrates imagination and kindness. Its engaging characters, humorous language,
and charming illustrations make it a must-read for young children and a testament to
Dahl’s enduring storytelling legacy.
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  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me Roald Dahl,
2009-01-22 From the bestselling author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and The BFG! The
Ladderless Window-Cleaning Company certainly doesn't. They don’t need a pail, either, because they
have a pelican with a bucket-sized beak. With a monkey to do the washing and Billy as their
manager, this business is destined for success. Now they have their big break—a chance to clean all
677 windows of the Hampshire House, owned by the richest man in all of England! That’s exciting
enough, but along the way there are surprises and adventures beyond their wildest window-washing
dreams.
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me, by Roald Dahl
(cassette). Roald* Dahl,
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me Roald Dahl, Quentin
Blake, 1993 This adaptation of Roald Dahl's story focuses on Billy's dream to restore a deserted
sweet shop near his house and his adventures with The Ladderless Window-Cleaning Company.
Designed for performance by children aged five to nine, this dramatization includes music and
special effects.
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: Giraffe and the Pelly and Me Book and Tape Roald Dahl,
2001-03
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: Giraffe and the Pelly and Me Roald Dahl, 1994-01
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: The Giraffe, the Pelly and Me Roald Dahl, 2004-06 Who
needs a ladder when you've got a giraffe with an extending neck? The Ladderless Window-Cleaning
Company certainly doesn't. They don't need a pail, either, because they have a pelican with a
bucket-sized beak. With a monkey to do the washing and Billy as their manager, this business is
destined for success. Now they have their big break -- a chance to clean all 677 windows of
Hampshire House, owned by the richest man in all of England! That's exciting enough, but along the
way there are surprises and adventures beyond their window-washing dreams.
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  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: Kids Review Kids' Books Scholastic Professional Books,
Scholastic, Inc. Staff, 1997-08 This friendly reference allows kids to make informed decisions about
which books to read, offering more than 375 lively book reviews for kids by kids. Children, teachers,
and parents can easily locate books by subject, title, or author, and discover what makes each book a
must read!
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: Roald Dahl: the Giraffe and the Pelly and Me
Activity Book - Ladybird Readers Level 3 Roald Dahl, 2020-01-30 One day, Billy meets the
Giraffe, the Pelican, and the Monkey, who wash windows to buy food. Will Billy help the animals?
This Activity Book accompanies the Reader. It provides practice of key language structures and
vocabulary, while developing a range of skills- singing, spelling and writing, reading, speaking, and
listening. Ladybird Readers is a graded reading series of traditional tales, popular characters,
modern stories, and non-fiction, written for young learners of English as a foreign or second
language. Recommended for children aged 4+, the eight levels of Readers and Activity Books follow
the CEFR framework (Pre-A1 to A2+) and include language activities that help develop key skills
and provide preparation for the Cambridge English- Young Learners (YLE) exams. This Level 3
Activity Book is A1+ in the CEFR framework and supports YLE Movers exams. The activities
encourage children to practice longer sentences with up to three clauses, some expression of future
meaning, comparisons, contractions and relative clauses.
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: Roald Dahl's the Giraffe and the Pelly and Me , 1992
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: Roald Dahl's The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me Neil
Brand, 1996 Billy and a strange trio of animals, the Giraffe, the Pelly and the Monkey, known as 'The
Ladderless Window-Cleaning Company', set off to clean the many windows at the Duke of
Hampshire's house, and have a tense encounter with cat burglar 'Cobra' Clive.
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: The Continuum Encyclopedia of Children's
Literature Bernice E. Cullinan, Diane Goetz Person, 2005-01-01 Provides articles covering
children's literature from around the world as well as biographical and critical reviews of authors
including Avi, C.S. Lewis, J.K. Rowling, and Anno Mitsumasa.
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: Roald Dahl's Marvellous Medicine Tom Solomon,
2016 Roald Dahl's doctor provides a fascinating exploration of how his extraordinary interactions
with medical science affected his life and his literature.
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: The Giraffe, the Pelly and Me Roald Dahl, 1985
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: Roald Dahl Ann Alston, Catherine Butler, 2012-11-01
Roald Dahl is one of the world's best-loved authors. More than twenty years after his death, his
books are still highly popular with children and have inspired numerous feature films – yet he
remains a controversial figure. This volume, the first collection of academic essays ever to be
devoted to Dahl's work, brings together a team of well-known scholars of children's literature to
explore the man, his books for children, and his complex attitudes towards various key subjects.
Including essays on education, crime, Dahl's humour, his long-term collaboration with the artist
Quentin Blake, and film adaptations, this fascinating collection offers a unique insight into the writer
and his world.
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: Roald Dahl Jane Bingham, 2009-07-01 Presents the life
and career of the author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, and
Matilda.
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: Roald Dahl and Quentin Blake's Picturebook The
Giraffe and the Pelly and Me Prépostffy Zsuzsa Nóra, 2005
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: ROALD DAHL NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-06-13 If
you need a free PDF practice set of this book for your studies, feel free to reach out to me at
cbsenet4u@gmail.com, and I'll send you a copy! THE ROALD DAHL MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE
QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN
THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ
COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS,



THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR
PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN
IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND
LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE ROALD DAHL MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR ROALD DAHL
KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL
ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE,
MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE
EFFECTIVELY.
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: Roald Dahl Chris Powling, 2004 Roald Dahl is
undoubtedly a huge figure in children's literature and one whom inspires much loyalty and love. He
is a favourite not just in the classroom but is one of the few authors that children will actually spend
their pocket money on This mixture of text and photographs tells about Dahl's own childhood and
what inspired him to become a writer of children's books
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: Penguin Readers Level 1: Roald Dahl the Giraffe
and the Pelly and Me (ELT Graded Reader) Roald Dahl, 2024-03-07 Learn English with The
Giraffe and the Pelly and Me! A Penguin Readers book. Discover fifteen famous Roald Dahl
adventures, adapted for learners of English aged 7+. Can you read them all? Penguin Readers is an
ELT graded reader series for learners of English as a foreign language. With simplified text,
illustrations and language learning exercises, the print edition also includes instructions to access
supporting material online. In these Penguin Readers editions, Roald Dahl's stories have been
aligned to the CEFR framework A1 to A2+, in four levels. Each book is also Lexile measured. The
graded readers feature illustrated new words, language activities, and fun games between chapters,
encouraging students and teachers to structure learning and make real progress. Every book also
includes projects and discussions. Visit the Penguin Readers website for downloadable quizzes,
worksheets and answer keys, as well as accompanying audio and a digital version of the book. The
Giraffe and the Pelly and Me, a Level 1 Reader, is A1 in the CEFR framework. Short sentences
contain a maximum of two clauses, introducing the past simple tense and some simple modals,
adverbs and gerunds. Illustrations support the text throughout. Billy loves the old sweet shop. But
who is living there now? It's the Giraffe, the Pelican and the Monkey! The animals are window
cleaners. But then, they see a burglar in a window. How can they stop him?
  roald dahl giraffe the pelly and me: Songs and Verse Roald Dahl, 2016-09-13 Think of your
favourite Roald Dahl moment and surely a song or verse cannot be far away... SONGS AND VERSE
has seven sections bursting with rhymes about monsters, magical creatures, gruesome children,
ghastly adults as well as a few unusual surprises. From the strange and scrumptious dishes enjoyed
by James's Centipede to George and his marvellous medicine, and from greedy Augustus Gloop to
the Giraffe and the Pelly and Me there are many classics here together with some previously
unpublished treats. With a foreword and opening illustrations by Quentin Blake, and illustrations
throughout from other award-winning artists such as Babette Cole, Lauren Child, Chris Riddell, Alel
Scheffler and Tony Ross, you will find a touch of magic on every page.
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