reader's digest folklore myths and
legends of britain

Reader's Digest folklore, myths, and legends of Britain offer a captivating
glimpse into the rich tapestry of stories that have shaped the cultural
identity of the British Isles for centuries. From ancient myths rooted in
pagan traditions to medieval legends that have been passed down through
generations, these stories reflect the values, fears, hopes, and mysteries of
Britain’s history. Exploring these tales provides not only entertainment but
also insight into the historical and cultural fabric of one of Europe's most
storied nations. This article delves into some of the most famous and
intriguing folklore, myths, and legends of Britain, highlighting their
origins, significance, and enduring legacy.

Understanding British Folklore, Myths, and
Legends

British folklore encompasses a wide range of stories, beliefs, and customs
that have been orally transmitted across generations. These stories often
explain natural phenomena, reinforce social norms, or serve as moral lessons.
Myths, on the other hand, are traditional stories that often involve gods,
supernatural beings, or creation tales, aiming to explain the origins of the
world and humanity. Legends are semi-historical narratives that feature
heroic figures or significant events, often rooted in local history but
embellished over time.

The distinction between these categories can sometimes blur, as many stories
evolve and intertwine throughout centuries. Nonetheless, they collectively
contribute to the rich cultural mosaic of Britain, inspiring literature, art,
and popular culture today.

Famous British Myths and Legends

The Legend of King Arthur and the Knights of the
Round Table

One of the most iconic figures in British folklore is King Arthur, a
legendary king reputed to have ruled Britain during the early medieval
period. The stories of King Arthur and his noble knights are woven with
themes of chivalry, bravery, and the quest for justice.

— Origins: The earliest mentions of Arthur are found in medieval Welsh poetry
and legends, but the tales gained prominence through Geoffrey of Monmouth's
Historia Regum Britanniae in the 12th century.

— Key Elements:

— The magical sword Excalibur

— The enchanted island of Avalon

— The mysterious Lady of the Lake

— The Round Table, symbolizing equality among knights



— Cultural Significance: Arthurian legends have inspired countless stories,
poems, and modern adaptations, symbolizing the ideal of noble kingship and
the enduring allure of heroism.

The Tale of Robin Hood

Another enduring legend is that of Robin Hood, the heroic outlaw who "stole
from the rich and gave to the poor." Robin Hood’s story is set in medieval
England and highlights themes of justice, rebellion, and social equality.

— Historical Roots: While Robin Hood's existence remains debated, the legend
became popular in ballads and tales from the 14th century onwards.

— Key Features:

— His residence in Sherwood Forest

- His band of Merry Men

— His archery skills and moral integrity

— His arch-enemy, Sheriff of Nottingham

- Legacy: Robin Hood embodies the fight against tyranny and injustice,
inspiring countless adaptations in literature, film, and popular culture.

Mythical Creatures and Supernatural Beings

British folklore is rich with legendary creatures that symbolize various
aspects of nature and human experience.

— The Dragon: Seen as a symbol of power and danger, dragons appear in stories
across Britain, especially in Welsh mythology where the red and white dragons
represent conflicts and national identity.

— The Banshee: Originating from Irish folklore but also present in British
tales, the banshee is a wailing spirit foretelling death.

— The Kelpie: A shape-shifting water spirit from Scottish legend, often
depicted as a horse that lures people into lakes and rivers.

— The Black Dog: A spectral hound associated with ominous omens, often seen
in rural areas of Britain.

Legendary Sites and Monuments

British legends are often tied to specific locations, many of which are
popular tourist destinations today.

Stonehenge

- An ancient stone circle in Wiltshire, believed to have been constructed
around 2500 BC.

- Legends suggest it was a Druid altar, a burial site, or even a portal to
other worlds.

— Its mysterious origins continue to spark curiosity and myth-making.



Glastonbury Tor

— A hill in Somerset with a conical shape topped by the ruins of a church.
- Associated with King Arthur, the Isle of Avalon, and mystical energies.
— Legends claim it is the site of magical and spiritual power.

Edinburgh Castle

— A historic fortress with tales of ghostly apparitions and secret tunnels.
— The castle is linked to Scottish legends of battles, kings, and
supernatural encounters.

Folklore Festivals and Traditions

Many British myths and legends are celebrated through festivals, customs, and
rituals.

— Morris Dancing: A traditional English dance with origins in pagan fertility
rites, often performed during festivals.

- Guy Fawkes Night: Commemorates the foiling of the Gunpowder Plot of 1605
with bonfires and fireworks, linking to legends of treason and conspiracy.

- Hallowe'’en: Rooted in Celtic Samhain traditions, involving costumes,
pumpkin carving, and storytelling about spirits and the supernatural.

Impact of Folklore on Modern British Culture

British folklore continues to influence contemporary culture in various ways:

- Literature: From William Shakespeare to J.K. Rowling, legendary themes
permeate British literary works.

— Film and Television: Adaptations of Robin Hood, King Arthur, and
supernatural tales are popular worldwide.

— Tourism: Historical sites linked to legends attract millions of visitors
seeking to connect with mythic pasts.

- Festivals and Events: Celebrations like the Glastonbury Festival and local
fairs keep folklore alive and relevant.

Conclusion

The folklore, myths, and legends of Britain form an essential part of its
cultural heritage. These stories—ranging from noble kings and heroic outlaws
to mystical creatures and ancient monuments—serve as a window into the
nation’s history, values, and imagination. Whether rooted in history, myth,
or legend, they continue to inspire and captivate audiences around the world.
Exploring these tales not only enriches our understanding of Britain’s past
but also highlights the universal human fascination with adventure, magic,
and the unknown.

By appreciating and preserving these stories, we keep the spirit of British



folklore alive, ensuring that future generations can enjoy the wonder and
wisdom embedded within these timeless legends.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some well-known British folklore creatures
featured in Reader's Digest myths and legends?

Popular creatures include the Loch Ness Monster, the Black Dog of Dartmoor,
and the Green Man, each woven into Britain's rich mythological tapestry.

How does Reader's Digest explore the origins of
British legends like King Arthur?

The magazine delves into historical and mythological sources, examining how
legends like King Arthur blend history with myth to shape British cultural
identity.

What role do folklore and myths play in modern
British culture according to Reader's Digest?

They serve as a means of preserving history, fostering national pride, and
inspiring contemporary storytelling and tourism around historical sites.

Are there any lesser-known British legends
highlighted in Reader's Digest articles?

Yes, stories like the legend of the Beast of Bodmin Moor and the tale of the
Headless Horseman of the West Midlands are explored, revealing local folklore
treasures.

How does Reader's Digest differentiate between myths,
legends, and folklore in British stories?

The magazine explains that myths often involve gods and creation stories,
legends are heroic tales rooted in history, and folklore includes traditional
beliefs, customs, and tales passed down orally.

What impact do British folklore and legends have on
contemporary literature and media, as discussed by
Reader's Digest?

They inspire novels, films, and TV series, helping to keep ancient stories
alive and relevant in modern storytelling and popular culture.

Additional Resources

Reader's Digest Folklore Myths and Legends of Britain: An In-Depth
Exploration



Britain’s rich tapestry of folklore, myths, and legends has captivated
audiences for centuries, serving as a window into the collective imagination,
cultural values, and historical anxieties of its peoples. From ancient Celtic
tales to medieval romances, and from supernatural apparitions to legendary
heroes, the stories preserved through generations continue to influence
modern perceptions of Britain’s cultural identity. This article delves into
the depths of Reader's Digest’s coverage of British folklore, examining its
origins, themes, and enduring significance, while critically analyzing how
these stories shape and reflect societal beliefs.

Historical Context of British Folklore

Understanding the myths and legends of Britain requires contextualizing them
within the country’s complex history. The British Isles have been a melting
pot of cultural influences—Celtic tribes, Roman occupiers, Anglo-Saxons,
Vikings, Normans, and later, diverse immigrant communities—all contributing
to an evolving folklore landscape.

The earliest stories often stem from Celtic mythology, including tales of
gods like Dagda and Brigid, as well as heroic legends like the Welsh
Mabinogion. With the Christianization of Britain, many pagan tales were
adapted or suppressed, but some persisted in oral tradition. Medieval Britain
saw the rise of chivalric romances and legends of saints, which still echo in
local customs and stories.

Reader's Digest’s selection of folklore emphasizes these historical layers,
highlighting stories that have persisted through centuries—often because they
encapsulate universal themes like heroism, morality, and the supernatural.

Common Themes in British Folklore and Myths

British folklore is characterized by recurring motifs that reflect the
societal values and fears of different eras. These themes include:

e Supernatural Entities: Fairies, ghosts, and spirits feature prominently,
often serving as moral messengers or warnings.

e Heroic Quests and Legendary Heroes: King Arthur, Robin Hood, and Beowulf
exemplify ideals of bravery and justice.

e Nature and the Environment: Sacred groves, enchanted forests, and water
spirits underscore the importance of nature in British mythos.

e Morality and Social Order: Many stories serve as cautionary tales,
reinforcing social norms and behaviors.

e Origin and Creation Myths: Tales explaining the landscape, such as the
formation of the Orkney Islands or the legend of the Giant’s Causeway,
root the stories in physical geography.

Reader's Digest’s recounting of these themes often emphasizes their enduring
relevance, illustrating how they continue to influence local customs,



festivals, and cultural identity.

Notable Myths and Legends Explored by Reader's
Digest

Many stories have become embedded in the national consciousness, and Reader's
Digest has provided accessible retellings that preserve their core while
offering insights into their significance.

The Legend of King Arthur and the Knights of the
Round Table

One of Britain’s most iconic legends, the Arthurian tales weave together
history, myth, and romance. While their historical basis remains debated,
these stories exemplify ideals of chivalry, leadership, and the quest for
justice.

Reader's Digest’s accounts often emphasize the symbolism of Camelot as a
utopian ideal, the magical elements like Merlin and the Sword in the Stone,
and the enduring appeal of Arthur as a symbol of national identity. The
legend also reflects medieval societal values and the human longing for a
just ruler.

Robin Hood: The Outlaw Hero of Sherwood Forest

The tales of Robin Hood embody themes of rebellion against tyranny, social
justice, and generosity. Originating in medieval ballads, Robin Hood’s
stories have evolved over centuries, blending fact and fiction.

Reader's Digest's retellings highlight Robin’s righteous defiance against
corrupt authorities, his band of Merry Men, and his love for Maid Marian. The
legend’s adaptability—-being reshaped to fit contemporary contexts—illustrates
its cultural resilience.

The Enchantments of the Fairy Folk

Fairy legends are pervasive across Britain, with tales of the Good Folk,
Pixies, Banshees, and Water Witches. These stories often serve as warnings
about nature’s unpredictability or moral lessons.

Reader's Digest emphasizes regional variations, such as the Welsh Bwbachod or
the Cornish Knockers, showcasing how local geography influences fairy lore.
These stories often involve encounters with these supernatural beings,
highlighting themes of hospitality, respect for nature, and caution.

The Legend of the Loch Ness Monster



Nessie, the mythical creature inhabiting Loch Ness in the Scottish Highlands,
is a modern legend that has garnered international attention. While skeptics
dismiss it as a hoax, stories of the monster date back to the 7th century.

Reader's Digest explores the cultural significance of Nessie, framing it as a
symbol of mystery, national pride, and the allure of the unknown. The legend

also reflects Britain’s fascination with cryptids and the desire to preserve

its natural landscapes as sites of wonder.

Folklore and Modern Cultural Identity

Reader's Digest recognizes that myths and legends are living stories,
continually reinterpreted in contemporary contexts. For example:

— The revival of Arthurian tales in modern literature, film, and tourism.
— The appropriation of Robin Hood’s image in social justice movements.

— The commercialization of fairy lore in festivals and theme parks.

— The enduring fascination with supernatural phenomena like Nessie and the
Ghosts of Britain.

These stories serve as cultural touchstones, fostering national pride,
offering moral lessons, and providing entertainment.

Critical Perspectives and Cultural Significance

While Reader's Digest primarily presents folklore as entertaining and
educational, critical scholarship offers layered interpretations. Some key
considerations include:

e Myth as Identity Construction: Legends often reinforce notions of
British identity—heroism, resilience, and a sense of mystical connection
to the land.

e Myth as Social Commentary: Robin Hood’s tales critique social
inequality, while ghost stories often mirror societal fears.

e Commercialization and Preservation: The commodification of legends
raises questions about authenticity versus entertainment.

e Regional Diversity: Despite a shared cultural tapestry, regional
variations highlight local histories and identities.

Reader's Digest’s approach tends to emphasize the stories’ timeless appeal,
but critical analysis reveals their complex roles in shaping and reflecting
societal values.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of British



Folklore

The myths and legends of Britain, as showcased by Reader's Digest, offer a
compelling glimpse into the nation’s collective subconscious. These stories
serve multiple functions: preserving history, reinforcing cultural identity,
offering moral guidance, and entertaining audiences. Their adaptability
ensures they remain relevant, continually woven into the fabric of British
life.

From legendary kings and heroic outlaws to supernatural beings and mysterious
monsters, Britain's folklore embodies its rich cultural diversity and
enduring fascination with the unknown. As society evolves, these stories will
undoubtedly continue to be retold, reinterpreted, and celebrated—testament to
their timeless power and significance.

In sum, Reader's Digest’s coverage of British folklore provides a
comprehensive, accessible, and engaging overview that both entertains and
educates. It invites readers to explore the myths that have shaped Britain’s
cultural landscape and to reflect on their ongoing relevance in contemporary
society.

Reader S Digest Folklore Myths And Legends Of Britain

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Folklore, Myths and Legends of
Britain , 1973

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Folklore, Myths and Legends of
Britain, 1973

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: The World's Greatest Unsolved
Mysteries Lionel Fanthorpe, Patricia Fanthorpe, 1997-09 Accompany the Fanthorpes on their
intriguing investigations in Canada and worldwide, through years of research into the unexplained.

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Folklore, Myths and Legends of
Britain Russell Ash, 1977

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Mysteries and Secrets: The 16-Book
Complete Codex Patricia Fanthorpe, Lionel Fanthorpe, 2014-11-12 This special 16-book bundle
collects fearless investigations into the paranormal from the pens of Lionel and Patricia Fanthorpe,
who for several decades been researching and writing about ancient and eternal mysteries. Their
entertaining and thought-provoking works span numerous topics, from numerology, freemasonry,
voodoo, satanism and witchcraft to the very nature of death and time. Additionally, they have
produced numerous volumes examining the great unexplained mysteries and places of history,
including The Bible, European castles, strange murders, arcane objects of power, the mysterious
depths of the sea and remarkable people. Take a strange and beautiful trip to the mystical side of
life in this special set! Includes Death Mysteries and Secrets of Numerology Mysteries and Secrets
of the Masons Mysteries and Secrets of the Templars Mysteries and Secrets of Time Mysteries and
Secrets of Voodoo, Santeria, and Obeah Satanism and Demonology Secrets of the World'’s
Undiscovered Treasures The Big Book of Mysteries The Oak Island Mystery The World’s Greatest
Unsolved Mysteries The World’s Most Mysterious Castles The World’s Most Mysterious Murders The
World’s Most Mysterious Objects The World’s Most Mysterious People Unsolved Mysteries of the
Sea

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: The World's Most Mysterious People
Lionel Fanthorpe, P. A. Fanthorpe, Patricia Fanthorpe, 1998-10 This is a collection of remarkable
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and mysterious people, from all ages and places, including our own.

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Ghost Tours of Hertfordshire and
Essex Jenni Kemp, 2019-05-31 Ghosts are ubiquitous! This guide has 62 tours, which incorporate
over 280 towns and villages, and more than 800 sites. Directions are given in each tour to enable the
investigator to find the sites. Map references have been included using Ordnance Survey Maps,
together with the map numbers, to enable the investigator to find the haunted sites. The purpose of
the guide is to enable the enthusiast to seek and observe. There are notes of interest and history
notes as the counties are awash with fascinating stories and legends. So decide which tour you are
going to tackle first. You may wish to meet the phantom army at Thundridge Church ruins, the
screaming woman in Water Lane, Bishop’s Stortford, the Witchfinder General, Mathew Hopkins at
Manningtree, or maybe the ghostly monks carrying a coffin at Belchamp Walter.

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Cornwall's Strangest Tales Peter
Grego, 2013-07-15 Welcome to the weird and wonderful world of Cornwall, or as it is sometimes
obscurely referred to, Merry Jack. Though this isn’t the usual side of the county the tourists,
travellers and residents see. This is the real Cornwall, the strange and twisted nooks and crannies of
the county’s bizarre history - past, present and future. Following on from the bestselling Portico
Strangest titles now comes a book devoted to England’s gloriously coastal, yet most haunted, region.
Located in the toes of the outstretched legs of Britain’s old man, Cornwall is a county with more
strangeness than you can shake a Cornish pasty at. Cornwall is an area of outstanding natural
beauty, as well as outstanding strangness - from ye olde tales of plundering pirates to foulish ghosts
drinking in local pubs right through to the most famous of all myths - the bizarre beast that forever
stalks Bodmin Moor. Spooky.

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Kent Urban Legends Neil Arnold,
2013-03-01 Do motorists pick up a phantom hitchhiker on Blue Bell Hill during stormy nights? Does
Satan appear if you dance round the Devil's Bush in the village of Pluckley? Do big cats roam the
local woods? And what happens if you manage to count the 'Countless Stones' near Aylesford? For
centuries strange urban legends have materialised in the Garden of England. Now, for the first time,
folklorist and monster-hunter Neil Arnold looks at these intriguing tales, strips back the layers, and
reveals if there is more to these Chinese whispers than meets the eye. Folklore embeds itself into a
local community, often to the extent that some people believe all manner of mysteries and take them
as fact. Whether they’re stories passed around the school playground, through the internet, or round
a flickering campfire, urban legends are everywhere. Kent Urban Legends is a quirky and downright
spooky ride into the heart of Kent folklore.

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Haunted England Jennifer Westwood,
2013-10-31 Watch out for a ghostly ship and its spectral crew off the coast of Cornwall Listen for the
unearthly tread and rustling silk dress of Darlington's Lady Jarratt Shiver at the malevolent
apparition of 50 Berkeley Square that no-one survives seeing Beware the black dog of Shap Fell: a
sighting warns of fatal accidents England's past echoes with stories of unquiet spirits and hauntings,
of headless highwaymen and grey ladies, indelible bloodstains and ghastly premonitions. Here,
county by county, are the nation's most fascinating supernatural tales and bone-chilling legends:
from a ghostly army marching across Cumbria to the vanishing hitchhiker of Bluebell Hill, from the
gruesome Man-Monkey of Shropshire to the phantom congregation who gather for a 'Sermon of the
Dead' ...

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: The World's Most Mysterious Objects
Patricia Fanthorpe, 2002-10-01 Objects can carry romantic myths, embody dangerous curses, or
provide links to our past. Some mysterious items, like the Hope Diamond, can still be found today,
while others, like the Philosophers' Stone, have vanished into the mists of time. Gifted and sensitive
psychometrists can apparently pick up an object and learn many things about its past and its
previous owners. The World's Most Mysterious Objects provides a glimpse into these enigmas,
exploring everything from psychic weapons and spiritual icons to alchemical experiments and
strange devices. With this intriguing book, find out what secrets the world could be hiding.



reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Magic from the Hilltops and Hollers
Leah Middleton, 2025-09-02 This book stands as a valuable addition to the growing library of works
on the lived experiences of Appalachians and how folk magic continues to be a valuable part of its
cultural identity. I hope, after you read this, that you feel as in love with this land and its citizens,
both human and more than human, as we do. Long live Appalachia! --Rebecca Beyer, author of Wild
Witchcraft In an ode to her Appalachian roots and ancestors, known and unknown, of blood and kin,
Leah Middleton, The Redheaded Witch, tells the stories of the grandfathers who had dirt under their
fingernails from farming, the grandmothers who bled while sewing their garments, the relatives who
decided to take a leap of faith and pave a new path, the ones who passed away too young, and the
fellow practitioners and healers who showed her the way. It is a work of veneration to keep their
spirits alive. If you share similar roots or find yourself creating new ones, this magical book is a hand
to welcome you home. Explore the superstitions of the mountains, the healing charms of doctors,
and the folk beliefs of witchery. Wander down shadowy paths lined with rhododendrons, uncovering
the hidden corners where charms are whispered and prayers are spoken. Uncover the superstitions
captured in this region that have inspired magical workings for protection and healing. Learn to
walk the witch's path as a rite conducted with reverence and solemnity. Appalachia is place where
the lines between the mundane and the magical are blurred, and Magic from the Hilltops and
Hollers offers readers exquisite insight into the enduring lore and magic of the region.

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Death Patricia Fanthorpe, 2000-10-01
The greatest human problem is that we are all born in the condemned cell. Money and medical
science can extend the human lifespan significantly — perhaps up to one thousand years via cloning
and cryogenics — but in the end, when the last medical miracle has been exhausted, Death still waits
patiently for us. In Death: The Final Mystery, Lionel and Patricia Fanthorpe take their investigative
skills to those last moments of life and beyond, exploring such puzzling topics as near-death and
out-of-body experiences, reincarnation theories, hypno-regression, and automatic writing and other
phenomena of the séance room. Evidence is drawn from trance mediums, the writings of mystics,
and clear, hard facts reported by reliable eyewitnesses.

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: London Urban Legends Scott
Wood, 2013-11-01 How long has a corpse been staring out at passengers on the tube? Was London
Bridge really shipped abroad by an American thinking he'd bought Tower Bridge? Did the Queen
really mix with the crowds as a princess on VE Day? And did Hitler actually want to live in Balham?
Where are there razor blades hidden and where did all these parakeets come from? Did they really
belong to Jimi Hendrix? Urban legends are the funny, frightening and fierce folklore people share.
Just like the early folk tales that came before them, which were attempts to explain the spiritual
world, these tales are formed from reactions to spectacular events in the modern world, and reflect
our current values. From royal rumours to subterranean legends, Scott Wood has researched and
written about them with a sense of wonder, humour and a keen eye. He finds the truth, the myth and
the lies amongst these tales.

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: The Witches Almanac Charles
Christian, 2023-02-28 Real Witches. Real Lives. Real Magic. Real History. Take a magical tour
through the lives and times of 359 of the most important sorcerers and witches throughout history.
For millennia there’s been a fascination and a fear of people possibly wielding magical powers and a
stigma surrounding practitioners of ancient rituals and practices. Yet, in the last 70 years,
witchcraft, as well as Wicca, have gone from taboo beliefs pursued by a handful of eccentrics and
misfits to major global, spiritual movements. Meet the troublemakers and rebels who pushed for
change in The Witches Almanac: Sorcerers, Witches, and Magic from Ancient Rome to the Digital
Age. You'll be introduced to the history, persecutions, conjurings, and magic of some of history’s
most consequential witches, sorcerers, wizards, and mavericks, including ... Circe, Medea, Hermes
Trismegistus, the Chaldean Magi, and other Ancient Roman and Classical Greek witches Merlin,
Morgana le Fey, Nimue, the 10 Queens of Avalon, and sorcery and witchcraft in the Arthurian
legends San Cipriano, the obscure 4th century bishop whose influence today still plays an important




role in folk magic and Hoodoo practices Baba Yaga, Joan of Arc, Gilles de Rais, Alice Kyteller, Lord
Soulis, Michael Scott, the Golem of Prague, and medieval witchcraft King Henry VI, Anne Boleyn,
King Henry VIII, Catherine de Medici, John Dee, Queen Elizabeth, and witchcraft in the British royal
court Isobel Gowdie, illusive Scottish witch whose voluntary confessions provided the template for
traditional witchcraft beliefs Isaac Newton, Friar Roger Bacon, Nicholas Flamel, Paracelsus,
Cornelius Agrippa, Robert Boyle, and other alchemists The Burning Times of the late 16th to early
18th centuries The Berwick witch trial The Salem witch trial Aleister Crowley, W. B. Yeats,
MacGregor Mathers, Eliphas Levi, the Golden Dawn, Thelema and ritual magic, and the rise of
esoteric movements of the 19th and early 20th centuries Jack Parsons, described as the
“Jet-Propelled Antichrist” whose life of sex, rockets, and magic ended prematurely in a mysterious
explosion Gerald Gardner, Old Dorothy Clutterbuck, Alex Sanders, Robert Cochrane, Raymond
Buckland, Lady Sheba, Marjorie Cameron, and others in the modern Wicca and witchcraft movement
And much more!! You'll get a deeper understanding of the obscure history of witches with this
enchanting and bewitching tome! The Witches Almanac brings you their rich histories and
extraordinary biographies, plus it includes a helpful bibliography, an extensive index, and numerous
photos, adding to its usefulness.

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Walkers Between the Worlds
Caitlin Matthews, John Matthews, 2004-01-14 A comprehensive overview of the Western perennial
tradition--the hermetic tradition and the ancient earth wisdom of shamanic indigenous peoples ¢
Provides practical exercises to reawaken mystical awareness and reconnect with the ancient
mystery traditions of our ancestors ¢ Reveals how earth wisdom and high magic complement one
another In Walkers Between the Worlds, the authors reveal the development of both these traditions
that were never far beneath the surface of Western culture and how they complement each other. As
the orthodox structures of the West appear increasingly hollow and irrelevant, the Western way trod
by the shaman and the magus remains vital, with many practical methods for reawakening
awareness and reconnecting with the earth. In addition to its in-depth theoretical analysis, Walkers
Between the Worlds contains practical exercises drawn from traditional teaching methods used by
both native and hermetic traditions to help the reader explore these mysteries.

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Extreme Hauntings Paul Adams,
Eddie Brazil, 2013-03-15 The most terrifying British ghosts are brought together in this, a unique
and original compilation of spine-chilling true encounters both ancient and modern. Not for the faint
of heart, this book contains over thirty compelling experiences that reveal a dark and disturbing
reality to the realm of the paranormal - deadly curses and murderous ghosts, violent poltergeists,
haunted relics and spirit possession - all unsettling insights into a frightening supernatural world.
From the mysterious happenings at Hinton Ampner to the eerie Black Monk of Pontefract, the
celebrated Enfield Poltergeist and the sinister power of the Hexham Heads, paranormal historian
Paul Adams and writer and photographer Eddie Brazil have opened case files spanning over 250
years, from the eighteenth century to the present day, in order to carry out a detailed and chilling
examination of the extreme hauntings of Britain.

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Traditional Witchcraft for Urban
Living Melusine Draco, 2012-02-16 For the witch whose career confines them to an urban
environment, regular Craft practice may often seem like a futile gesture, especially if home is a
small, gardenless-flat. Even the suburbs can be magically incapacitating, if there is constant noise
from traffic and neighbours. People work long hour without having the opportunity to notice the
subtle changing of the seasons. Weekends are a constant battle with family, domestic chores and
socialising. It’s no wonder that the urban witch has little time left for magical and spiritual
development.Traditional Witchcraft for Urban Living deals with the constant barrage of psychic
problems that confront the urban witch on a daily basis. Based on the teachings of a traditional Craft
background, the author successfully manages to blend the Old Ways with practical contemporary
practice. This book is part of the Traditional Witchcraft Series. Other titles in the series are
Traditional Witchcraft for the Seashore(Jan 2012), Traditional Witchcraft for Fields and Hedgerows



(Mar 2012) and Traditional Witchcraft for the Woods and Forests (Mar 2012).

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: The Encyclopedia of Witches,
Witchcraft and Wicca Rosemary Guiley, 2010-05-12 Presents a comprehensive reference guide
with more than 480 entries on the subject of witchcraft.

reader s digest folklore myths and legends of britain: Folklore of Wales Anne Ross,
2001-09-01 Wales is a Celtic country and the Celts have always treasured oral learning and
recitation, with a passion for committing facts to memory rather than the written word. It is no
surprise then, that Welsh folklore and story-telling is so rich and varied. The landscape is studded
with the remains of ancient monuments, which were seen as the creation of gods and heroes. Every
lake had its legend, whether inhabited by a grim, monstrous afanc, or by a beautiful, enchanted
maiden. Giants stalked the land, while fairies could be dangerous, demanding propitiation. Omens of
potential marriage partners were avidly sought by girls, while ghostly death-lights - corpse candles -
could be seen moving relentlessly towards those doomed to die. A whole world of the past can be
Individual chapters examine the role of the medieval church in oral tradition; legends associated
with place-names; calendar customs; giants and monsters; omens and second sight; witches, ghosts
and fairies; supernatural birds and animals; folk healing and herbal remedies.
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