
philosopher's stone first edition

Introduction to the Philosopher's Stone First
Edition

Philosopher's stone first edition refers to the earliest known printed
versions of texts that explore the myth, symbolism, and alchemical pursuits
surrounding the legendary substance—the Philosopher's Stone. This elusive
object has captivated humanity's imagination for centuries, symbolizing the
ultimate goal of alchemy: transforming base metals into noble ones and
achieving spiritual enlightenment. The first editions of these texts hold
significant historical, cultural, and scholarly value, as they represent the
foundational works that shaped alchemical thought and later scientific
inquiry. Understanding the origins, content, and significance of these
editions provides insight into the evolution of alchemy from mystical
practice to scientific discipline.

The Historical Context of the Philosopher's
Stone

Origins of Alchemical Thought

The concept of the Philosopher's Stone dates back to late antiquity, with
roots in Hellenistic Egypt and the Greco-Roman world. Early alchemists sought
to understand the nature of matter and the processes of transformation. These
pursuits intertwined mystical symbolism with proto-scientific
experimentation, laying the groundwork for later developments. The idea of
creating a substance capable of turning base metals into gold or silver was
both a literal and metaphorical quest for perfection and enlightenment.

The Role of Manuscripts and Early Texts

Before the advent of printing, alchemical knowledge was transmitted through
handwritten manuscripts, often kept secret due to the esoteric nature of the
subject. The first printed editions democratized access to these ideas,
although many works remained cloaked in symbolism and coded language. The
earliest printed texts on the Philosopher's Stone often drew from earlier
manuscripts, translating, elaborating, and sometimes embellishing the
original teachings.

First Editions of Key Alchemical Texts on the
Philosopher's Stone

The Ripley Scroll and Its Early Editions

The Ripley Scroll is one of the most famous alchemical manuscripts,
illustrating the process of creating the Philosopher's Stone through



allegorical images and verses. Although the original was a handwritten
manuscript, several early printed editions appeared in the 16th century,
making the scroll more accessible to scholars and practitioners. These
editions often included:

Colorful illustrations depicting stages of alchemical transformation

Poetic verses explaining complex processes

Annotations and commentary from later alchemists

The earliest printed versions helped preserve and disseminate alchemical
symbolism, influencing generations of practitioners and thinkers.

George Ripley's "Compound of Alchemy" and Its First
Editions

George Ripley's "Compound of Alchemy," published in the late 15th century, is
considered one of the earliest comprehensive texts on alchemy. Its first
edition, printed in the late 15th or early 16th century, laid out a
systematic approach to alchemical processes, including the quest for the
Philosopher's Stone. The first editions are characterized by:

Rich illustrations of laboratory equipment and procedures1.

Detailed instructions encoded in poetic language2.

Philosophical and spiritual reflections intertwined with practical3.
guidance

These editions played a crucial role in standardizing alchemical knowledge
and influencing subsequent works.

Paracelsus and the Early Printed Works on the
Philosopher's Stone

Paracelsus (1493–1541), a Swiss physician and alchemist, contributed
significantly to the discourse surrounding the Philosopher's Stone. His early
printed works, such as "De Mineralibus," incorporated alchemical symbolism
with medical and spiritual themes. The first editions of his texts often
included:

Philosophical treatises on the nature of metals and transformation

Allegories related to spiritual purification

Practical instructions for alchemical experiments

Paracelsus's writings helped bridge mystical alchemy and emerging scientific
thought, making his first editions pivotal in the history of alchemy.



The Significance of First Editions in
Alchemical Scholarship

Preservation of Esoteric Knowledge

First editions serve as primary sources that preserve the original language,
symbolism, and intent of early alchemists. They often contain unique
illustrations, marginalia, and annotations that provide insights into the
practices and philosophies of their creators. For researchers, these editions
are invaluable for:

Understanding historical interpretations of alchemy

Tracing the evolution of alchemical symbolism

Studying the dissemination of mystical ideas

Impact on Scientific Development

While alchemy was often shrouded in mysticism, early printed texts laid
groundwork for modern chemistry. The experimental procedures described in
first editions prompted empirical investigations, leading to:

Identification of chemical elements and compounds1.

Development of laboratory techniques2.

Understanding of material properties3.

Alchemical texts' transition from mystical to scientific paradigms reflects
their importance in the history of science.

Collectibility and Modern Replications

Today, first editions of alchemical texts about the Philosopher's Stone are
highly sought after by collectors, historians, and scholars. Their rarity and
historical significance make them valuable artifacts. Modern publishers have
also reproduced these editions, sometimes with annotations or scholarly
commentary to aid contemporary understanding.

Notable Editions and Their Features

Early Printed Editions (15th–16th Century)

These editions often feature:

Hand-colored illustrations



Complex ciphered language

Annotations by contemporary alchemists

Examples include early editions of "The Hermetic Museum" and "The Alchemical
Writings of Basil Valentine."

The Rosicrucian Literature

Rosicrucian texts, emerging in the early 17th century, often alluded to the
Philosopher's Stone as a symbol of spiritual enlightenment. Their first
editions typically contained:

Allegorical images

Enciphered messages

Philosophical dialogues

These works influenced esoteric thought and contributed to the mystique
surrounding the stone.

Modern Reprints and Critical Editions

Contemporary scholars have produced critical editions of early alchemical
texts, often with annotations, historical context, and translations. These
editions aim to:

Make ancient knowledge accessible1.

Clarify cryptic language2.

Preserve the original artwork and symbolism3.

Examples include editions of "The Twelve Keys" by Basil Valentine and "The
Mutus Liber."

Collecting and Appreciating First Editions

Tips for Collectors

Collecting first editions of alchemical texts about the Philosopher's Stone
requires knowledge and patience. Some key points include:

Authenticity verification

Understanding publication history

Assessing condition and rarity



Seeking reputable dealers and auction houses

Preservation and Display

Proper preservation involves controlling environmental conditions to prevent
deterioration. Displaying these editions allows appreciation of their artwork
and historical significance, often in museums or private collections with
appropriate climate control.

The Legacy of the Philosopher's Stone First
Editions

Influence on Literature and Popular Culture

First editions of alchemical texts have inspired countless works, from
literature to film. The quest for the Philosopher's Stone appears in stories
like "Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone," symbolizing transformation
and enlightenment.

Relevance in Modern Spirituality and Esotericism

Today, the Philosopher's Stone remains a potent symbol within spiritual and
esoteric communities, representing inner transformation, enlightenment, and
the pursuit of universal knowledge. The first editions serve as foundational
texts that continue to influence contemporary thought.

Conclusion

The philosopher's stone first edition embodies a crucial chapter in the
history of human curiosity about transformation, spirituality, and the
pursuit of knowledge. From early handwritten manuscripts to the first printed
editions, these texts laid the groundwork for both mystical alchemy and
modern scientific inquiry. Their illustrations, symbolism, and teachings have
transcended centuries, inspiring artists, scientists, and spiritual seekers
alike. As rare artifacts, first editions offer a tangible connection to the
minds and beliefs of early alchemists, revealing their hopes, fears, and
philosophical insights. Whether viewed as mystical guides or historical
documents, these editions remain central to understanding the enduring allure
of the Philosopher's Stone and the broader human quest for transformation and
enlightenment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the first edition of the



Philosopher's Stone in the Harry Potter series?

The first edition of the Philosopher's Stone is highly significant as it
marks the initial publication of J.K. Rowling's debut novel, introducing
readers to Harry Potter's magical world and setting the foundation for the
entire series.

Are first editions of the Philosopher's Stone
considered valuable collectibles?

Yes, first editions of the Philosopher's Stone are highly sought after by
collectors and can fetch high prices at auctions due to their rarity and
cultural importance.

How can I identify a genuine first edition of the
Philosopher's Stone?

A genuine first edition typically features specific publisher details, such
as the original printing marks, unique cover art, and sometimes a misprint or
typo that was corrected in later editions. Consulting a rare book expert can
help verify authenticity.

When was the first edition of the Philosopher's Stone
published?

The first edition of the Philosopher's Stone was published in 1997 by
Bloomsbury in the United Kingdom.

What are the differences between the first UK edition
and later editions of the Philosopher's Stone?

The first UK edition has specific print details, cover design, and sometimes
minor textual differences compared to later editions. Later editions may
include additional illustrations, revised covers, or corrections.

Why is the first edition of the Philosopher's Stone
so important for collectors and fans?

It represents the origin of the Harry Potter phenomenon, holds historical
significance as the original publication, and is often considered a treasured
piece of literary history.

Has the first edition of the Philosopher's Stone been
adapted into other formats or special editions?

While the original first edition remains a collector's item, the book has
been reprinted in numerous editions, including illustrated, anniversary, and
special collector's editions, but the original first edition remains unique.

Where can I find authentic first editions of the



Philosopher's Stone for sale or viewing?

Authentic first editions can be found through rare book dealers, auction
houses, specialized bookstores, or at literary collectibles events. Always
verify authenticity before purchasing.

Additional Resources
Philosopher's Stone First Edition: Unraveling the Mystique of a Legendary
Manuscript

The phrase philosopher's stone first edition conjures images of ancient
alchemical texts, clandestine laboratories, and the timeless human quest for
transformation—both material and spiritual. This elusive artifact, often
shrouded in myth and mystery, holds a special place in the annals of esoteric
history. As scholars, collectors, and enthusiasts endeavor to understand its
origins, significance, and impact, the first edition of the philosopher's
stone manuscript emerges as a pivotal touchstone, offering insights into the
early stages of alchemical thought and the symbolic journey of
transformation.

---

The Historical Context of the Philosopher's Stone

Origins of Alchemical Thought

Alchemy, often dubbed the precursor to modern chemistry, dates back to
ancient civilizations such as Egypt, Greece, and China. Its practitioners
sought to transmute base metals into gold, discover the elixir of life, and
attain spiritual enlightenment. Central to these pursuits was the concept of
the philosopher’s stone—a legendary substance believed to possess the power
to facilitate these transformations.

The earliest references to the philosopher’s stone appear in Greek and Arabic
texts, evolving over centuries through the works of renowned alchemists like
Geber (Jabir ibn Hayyan), Paracelsus, and Nicolas Flamel. These texts
combined practical laboratory procedures with mystical symbolism, hinting at
both physical and spiritual alchemy.

The Significance of the First Edition Manuscript

The philosopher’s stone first edition refers to the earliest surviving
manuscript or printed edition that explicitly discusses the concept in its
original form. Such editions are invaluable for understanding the evolution
of alchemical thought, as they encapsulate the initial ideas before later
interpretations and distortions. They often contain unique annotations,
marginalia, or illustrations that shed light on the conceptual framework of
early alchemists.

---

Characteristics of the Philosopher's Stone First Edition

Physical Attributes and Manuscript Features

First editions of the philosopher's stone texts are rare and often highly
prized. Their physical features vary depending on the era and region of



origin:

- Material Composition: Many early editions were handwritten manuscripts on
parchment or vellum, sometimes decorated with elaborate calligraphy and
symbolic illustrations.
- Format & Size: These manuscripts typically ranged from pocket-sized codices
to large, folio-format books intended for scholarly use.
- Illustrations & Symbols: Iconography played a vital role, with images
depicting the various stages of alchemical processes, mythical creatures, and
mystical symbols representing elements and principles.
- Language & Code: Early texts often employed ciphered language, allegories,
and coded symbols to obscure their true meaning from uninitiated readers or
authorities.

Content and Thematic Elements

The first editions focus heavily on:

- Philosophical Foundations: Discussions of the four classical
elements—earth, water, air, fire—and their spiritual counterparts.
- Alchemical Procedures: Step-by-step descriptions of processes like
calcination, distillation, and sublimation.
- Symbolism & Allegory: Rich use of symbols such as the ouroboros, the
phoenix, and the hermetic serpent, representing cycles of death and rebirth.
- Spiritual Dimensions: Emphasis on inner transformation, purification of the
soul, and achieving enlightenment through material mastery.

---

Notable First Editions and Their Impact

The Ripley Scrolls

One of the most famous early alchemical manuscripts, the Ripley Scrolls, date
from the 15th or 16th century and are considered a form of first edition in
the context of alchemical illustration. These scrolls depict the process of
creating the philosopher's stone through allegories and symbolic imagery,
blending practical instructions with spiritual allegories.

The “Mutus Liber”

Published in the 17th century, the Mutus Liber (Silent Book) is an
illustrated alchemical text that eschews words in favor of pictorial
representations. As a first edition, its images serve as a coded language for
alchemists, conveying complex processes and philosophical ideas that remain
enigmatic to modern readers.

The “Rosarium Philosophorum”

This 16th-century Latin manuscript is renowned for its detailed engravings
illustrating the stages of alchemical transformation. Its first edition
influenced subsequent generations of alchemists and symbolists, embedding the
mystical journey of the philosopher’s stone into Western esoteric tradition.

---

The Significance and Legacy of the First Edition

Cultural and Esoteric Influence



First editions of the philosopher's stone texts have profoundly impacted
various cultural domains:

- Literature & Art: The symbolism and allegories found in these manuscripts
inspired works by William Blake, Salvador Dalí, and other artists fascinated
with transformation and mysticism.
- Modern Occultism: Many contemporary esoteric groups trace their
philosophies or rituals back to these early texts, viewing them as
repositories of secret knowledge.
- Philosophical Discourse: Beyond literal alchemy, these editions prompted
debates about the nature of transformation, enlightenment, and the unity
between matter and spirit.

Scientific and Philosophical Repercussions

While alchemy as a practical science declined, its influence persisted in the
development of modern chemistry and physics. The meticulous experimentation
and symbolic thinking encapsulated in first editions laid groundwork for
scientific methodology, even as the literal pursuit of the philosopher's
stone was abandoned.

---

Collecting and Authenticating First Editions

Rarity and Market Value

Original first editions of philosopher's stone manuscripts are exceedingly
scarce, often held in special collections, museums, or private archives.
Their rarity contributes to high market values, with some manuscripts
fetching millions at auction.

Authentication Challenges

Given their age and value, authenticating these editions is crucial. Experts
examine:

- Material analysis: To verify age and provenance.
- Paleography: Studying handwriting styles.
- Provenance documentation: Tracing ownership history.
- Comparative analysis: Matching illustrations, language, and symbols with
known editions.

Preservation Concerns

Due to their fragile materials, preservation efforts include climate-
controlled environments, digitization, and careful handling to ensure these
treasures endure for future scholarship.

---

The Modern Rebirth and Interpretation

Replicas and Modern Editions

Contemporary publishers have produced facsimile editions, making these texts
accessible to a broader audience. While these are not original first
editions, they serve as vital educational tools and preserve the visual and
conceptual richness of the originals.



Academic and Popular Interest

Scholars continue to analyze the first editions, deciphering cryptic symbols
and contextualizing them within historical, philosophical, and artistic
frameworks. Popular culture has also embraced the mystique, referencing the
philosopher’s stone in literature, films, and gaming.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Enigma of the Philosopher's Stone First Edition

The philosopher's stone first edition remains an emblem of humanity's eternal
quest for transformation—both material and spiritual. These manuscripts, with
their intricate symbolism, layered allegories, and historical significance,
continue to inspire curiosity and wonder. Whether viewed as mystical
artifacts, symbolic treatises, or historical documents, their legacy endures
as a testament to the boundless human imagination and the pursuit of ultimate
knowledge. As collectors and scholars delve into these rare editions, they
not only preserve an ancient tradition but also keep alive the timeless
mystery of turning lead into gold—an allegory for inner enlightenment and the
profound transformation inherent in the human experience.

Philosopher S Stone First Edition

  philosopher s stone first edition: First Editions of Bryant, Emerson, Hawthorne,
Holmes, Longfellow, Lowell, Thoreau, Whittier William Harris Arnold, 1901
  philosopher s stone first edition: Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone J. K. Rowling,
1998 When a letter arrives for unhappy but ordinary Harry Potter, a decade-old secret is revealed to
him that apparently he's the last to know. His parents were wizards, killed by a Dark Lord's curse
when Harry was just a baby, and which he somehow survived. Escaping his hideous Muggle
guardians for Hogwarts, a wizarding school brimming with ghosts and enchantments, Harry
stumbles upon a sinister adventure when he finds a three-headed dog guarding a room on the third
floor. Then he hears of a missing stone with astonishing powers which could be valuable, dangerous,
or both.
  philosopher s stone first edition: Harry Potter Collector's Handbook William Silvester,
2010-08-19 Action Figures, Books, Ornaments, Costumes, Calendars, Art, Coins, Dolls, Jewelry,
Lunch Boxes, Toys, Movies Harry Potter Casts His Spell on Collectors Welcome, Muggles, to the
magic, mystery, and merchandise of the wonderful wizarding world of Harry Potter! Harry Potter
Collector's Handbook will bewitch you with colorful images and current values of licensed products
based on the famous boy wizard and his charming chums and nefarious foes. Just for you, we've
conjured: • 1,000+ spellbinding listings, pictures, and secondary market values. • Information
arranged—magically!—in alphabetical order to make it easy to find what you're looking for. • A
diverse array of collectibles from rare first editions of books worth thousands of dollars to items
worth slightly fewer galleons. If you're mesmerized by Pottermania, you'll never want to depart the
enchanting world of witchcraft and wizardry presented in Harry Potter Collector's Handbook.
  philosopher s stone first edition: On the First Edition of the Chemical Writings of
Demooritus and Synesius John Ferguson, 1894
  philosopher s stone first edition: Heritage Rare Books Auction #6025 ,
  philosopher s stone first edition: Illustrated Catalogue of Early English and Later
Literature Mainly in First Editions Edwin Babcock Holden, 1920
  philosopher s stone first edition: Antique Trader Book Collector's Price Guide Richard

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-018/philosopher-s-stone-first-edition.pdf


Russell, 2006-07-05 This new edition of Antique Trader Book Collector's Price Guide provides
readers with the information and values to carve a niche for themselves in a market where rare first
editions of Jane Austen's Emma and J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone recently
sold at auction for 254,610 dollars and 40,355 dollars respectively. Organized in 13 categories,
including Americana, banned, paranormal and mystery, this guide discusses identifying and grading
books, and provides collectors with details for identifying and assessing books in 8,000 listings.
  philosopher s stone first edition: RDA Magda El-Sherbini, 2013-07-12 In this important book
El-Sherbini tackles key questions about how the new cataloging standard will be implemented by
cataloging professionals, offering an orientation in the conceptual background and the structure of
RDA: Resource Description and Access from a practical and technical perspective, including a
detailed comparison with AACR2. Firmly rooted in the concrete application of RDA, with numerous
sample records, this book Covers FRBR-driven tasks, FRBR-Group relationships, and principles of
FRAD, including how FRAD impacts the RDA application Analyzes the roles of manifestations and
items, such as pre-cataloging decisions, preferred sources of information, and mandatory elements
of description Discusses works and expressions for specific library materials, from methods of
recording primary relationships to constructing the authorized access point and recording
relationships Offers advice for using RDA Toolkit, with tips for efficient navigation in RDA Toolkit
using workflows and searching techniques Digs deeply into a variety of technical issues, including
RDA’s effect on OPAC displays, implementation of the new RDA fields that represent adding new
elements, adjusting systems to accommodate the new MARC21 fields, integrating new records using
RDA with older records, when to re-catalog a set of manifestations, exporting an RDA-based
bibliographic record from OCLC into the OPAC, choosing RDA elements to describe your library
materials (core vs. full elements), upgrading OCLC records to RDA, and many more Every cataloger
will want this volume close at hand as a comprehensive roadmap to the changes already underway.
  philosopher s stone first edition: Bibliotheca Alchemica et Chemica Denis I. Duveen,
2024-05-21 Facsimile edition to which is added: Catalogue 62, H.P. KRAUS, The Duveen Collection
of Alchemy & Chemistry, supplementing the Bibliotheca Alchemica et Chemica. The Duveen
Collection of Balneology.
  philosopher s stone first edition: Through the Looking-Glass Lewis Carroll, 2022-02-24
The rule is, jam to-morrow and jam yesterday - but never jam to-day. Lewis Carroll's Through the
Looking-Glass, and What Alice Found There was first published in December 1871 (dated 1872).
Although Carroll intended Looking-Glass to be a follow-up piece to the immediately successful
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland (1865), he created an entirely new fantasy world with a revised
narrative structure. The twelve-chapter format was retained, but Looking-Glass is significantly
longer than Wonderland (224 compared to 192 pages in the first editions), and introduces a range of
new characters, and is framed by Alice's progression across a chess board to become queen. This
new edition focuses solely on Through the Looking-Glass, with a penetrating and informative
introduction by Zoe Jaques, including the most recent research and critical opinion on the subject
matter.
  philosopher s stone first edition: Pep Squad Eileen O'Hely, 2014-03-10 A fantastic kid's spy
adventure set in a secret agent training school Similar to the Alex Rider series Irish-based but with a
host of international characters and settings Author of the Penny the Pencil series for younger
readers Fourteen-year-old Jess Leclair is an exceptional teenager: athletically gifted and
academically brilliant. Bored at her conventional Dublin school, she is thrilled to be offered a place
at PEP Academy, the training ground for the top-secret PEP (Planet Earth Protection) Squad. During
her first term, Jess quickly makes friends with her roommate, extreme-sport-loving Emily Harris, and
the Sykes twins, Ben and Matt. Together, they learn the skills they will need to become world-class
spies, like lock-picking, making disguises, abseiling, foreign languages and combat training. The
teenagers are promised an easy first mission at the end of their first year. But then they find out
they must infiltrate a Bavarian castle and steal a sample of a deadly virus that could wipe out all of
humanity. Faced with armed guards, a complex security system, an evil genius and a traitor, the



trainee spies must save the day or die trying. This is the next big thing in adventure fiction for
pre-teens!
  philosopher s stone first edition: The hermetic and alchemical writings of Aureolus Philippus
Theophrastus Bombast of Hohenheim, called Paracelsus the great , 1894
  philosopher s stone first edition: Antiquarian Book Monthly , 2001
  philosopher s stone first edition: J.K. Rowling: A Bibliography 1997-2013 Philip W.
Errington, 2015-02-26 'As someone who respects comprehensive research, I am in awe of the level of
detail and amount of time Philip Errington has dedicated to this slavishly thorough and somewhat
mind-boggling bibliography.' J. K. Rowling This is the definitive bibliography of the writings of J. K.
Rowling. In addition to complete bibliographic details of each edition of all her books, pamphlets and
original contributions to published works, there is detailed information on the publishing history of
her work, including fascinating extracts from correspondence, and information on Rowling at
auction. This will be the first source on Rowling consulted by textual scholars, book dealers and
collectors, auction houses, critics and researchers. The aim of the book is to record fact and dispel
rumour on the fascinating publishing history of the Harry Potter series.
  philosopher s stone first edition: Transformation and Tradition in the Sciences Everett
Mendelsohn, 2002 A collection of essays on the development of science and the history of ideas.
  philosopher s stone first edition: HSA Heritage Auctions Rare Books Auction Catalog
#6030 James Gannon, 2009-09
  philosopher s stone first edition: Book-prices Current , 1903
  philosopher s stone first edition: Book-prices Current John Herbert Slater, William
Roberta, F. Partridge, 1903
  philosopher s stone first edition: Genetic Criticism Dirk Van Hulle, 2022-02-24 In Genetic
Criticism, Dirk Van Hulle introduces the study of creative processes to an Anglophone audience. As a
method in the study of literary writing processes, genetic criticism is also a reading strategy. The
idea behind this book is to introduce this strategy to a broader audience, from interested readers
and graduate students to early career researchers and literary critics. In literary studies, it is often
obvious that a particular work somehow seems to hit a nerve, but more challenging to pinpoint
exactly why it 'works'. This book therefore starts from a clear, basic assumption: knowing how
something was made can help us understand how and why it works. This strategy is at the basis of
many disciplines, including art history. By means of X-ray technology or hyperspectral imaging, it is
possible to look at a painting as a multilayered object with not only spatial dimensions, but also a
temporal one. This temporal dimension is the core of the reading strategy introduced in this book.
Note books, marginalia, manuscripts, and typescripts (even if one works with scans) give a concrete
dimension to literature, which is a helpful reading strategy for many students. On the one hand, this
involves concrete, transferrable skills such as aspects of transcription and digital scholarly editing.
On the other hand, it also involves more abstract theoretical issues relating to matters of authorship,
collaboration, authority, agency, intention and intertextuality.
  philosopher s stone first edition: The Phenomenon "Harry Potter" - The Secret of Its Success
Isabel Zosig, 2012-05 Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject English Language and
Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2 (B), University of Bamberg (Centre for British Studies),
course: Introdution to british media and communication science, language: English, abstract: At the
age of six, Joanne Kathleen Rowling2 wrote her first short story about a rabbit named Rabbit, who
had the measles and was visited by his friends. Amongst them was a little bee called Miss Bee.
However, she never told anyone about her burning ambition3 to become a writer, not even Ms
Shephard, her English teacher at Wyedean Comprehensive School. Ms Shephard was a great
influence on young Joanne as she inspired trust4. Shephard's comments on Harry Potter and the
Philosopher's Stone meant more to [Joanne Rowling] than any newspaper reviews5. After finishing
secondary school and her studies in French and Classics at Exeter University, Joanne Rowling
started to work as a research asssistant at Amnesty International which was a very, very interesting
place to work6, but at the same time a huge mistake, because Joanne Rowling admits that as a



secretary she would be anybody's worst nightmare7. It was during a delayed train journey from
Manchester to King's Cross Station in London, when she was obviously hit by magic. The story about
a little orphan named Harry Potter, who has to live with his old-fashioned relatives and finds out that
he is a wizard, came to her mind. And because she had no pen or notebook with her, she had to think
it. So, Hogwarts - School of Witchcraft and Wizardry came to life in her imagination, and as she
invented it, it felt like research8. It was a question of discovery why Harry was where he was, why
his parents were dead9. At the end of the journey she knew it was going to be a seven-book series10.
The next five years, while she moved to Portugal, got married, had a baby, got divorced and moved
back to Britain, she continued writing the first book of the series Harry P
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