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The first edition hardback of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince holds a special place in the hearts of
collectors and fans alike. As the sixth book in J.K. Rowling’s iconic series, it marks a significant milestone in
the Harry Potter saga, and its first edition hardback is highly sought after due to its rarity, condition, and
historical importance. Understanding the value of this edition requires exploring various factors including
its publication history, identifying features, condition assessments, and market trends. This comprehensive
guide aims to provide detailed insights into the worth of the first edition hardback of Harry Potter and the
Half-Blood Prince, helping collectors and enthusiasts make informed decisions.

Background and Publication History

Initial Release
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince was first published in the United Kingdom by Bloomsbury on July
16, 2005. The first edition hardcover was released simultaneously with the paperback, making it a highly
anticipated addition to the Harry Potter collection. The UK edition features a distinctive cover illustration
by British artist Jason Cockcroft, which depicts a mysterious, dark scene associated with the story’s themes.

First Edition Characteristics
The first edition hardback is notable for several specific features:
- Publisher: Bloomsbury
- Publication Date: July 16, 2005
- Format: Hardback
- Edition: First edition
- Number of Copies: Limited initial print run; precise figures are not publicly confirmed but generally
considered limited.
- Price at Release: Approximately £16.99 in the UK; initial retail price

The first edition’s rarity is compounded by the limited number of copies printed, many of which have
been damaged, lost, or destroyed over time.



Identifying a First Edition Hardback

Understanding how to identify a genuine first edition hardback is crucial for collectors aiming to determine
value. The key identifiers include:

Cover and Dust Jacket
- The dust jacket features the iconic cover art by Jason Cockcroft.
- The jacket has specific design features, such as the "First Edition" statement, though this is rarely printed
explicitly on UK editions.
- The spine of the dust jacket should include the title, author, and publisher details consistent with the first
print.

Book Details
- The copyright page should include the statement: "First published in the United Kingdom by
Bloomsbury".
- The number line on the copyright page usually indicates the first printing with a sequence like "1 3 5 7 9
10" or similar, often with the number 1 present indicating the first print run.
- The ISBN for the first edition UK hardback is 0-7475-8100-4.

Additional Features
- The first edition hardcover typically has a specific binding and paper quality.
- The original dust jacket is crucial; any replacements or reproductions significantly decrease value.

Factors Affecting the Value of the First Edition Hardback

Several factors influence how much a first edition hardback of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince is
worth. These include rarity, condition, signed copies, and market demand.

Condition
The condition of the book heavily impacts its value. It is assessed based on:
- Dust Jacket: Presence of tears, creases, fading, or damage reduces value. A pristine dust jacket is ideal.
- Binding and Cover: No tears, bends, or stains. The cover should show minimal wear.
- Pages: No foxing, stains, tears, or markings.
- Spine and Corners: No significant creases or damage.



Books are graded on a scale from "Poor" to "Fine" or "As New".

Signatures and Special Features
- Copies signed by J.K. Rowling significantly increase value.
- Limited editions or variant covers also command higher prices.

Market Trends and Rarity
- The rarity of the first edition hardback increases with the passage of time and decreasing number of
pristine copies.
- The collector's market fluctuates based on demand, anniversaries, and media releases related to Harry
Potter.

Market Value Estimates

The market value of a first edition hardback of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince varies widely
depending on condition, rarity, and whether it’s signed. Here are approximate ranges:

Unblemished, Well-Preserved Copies
- In "Fine" condition with dust jacket: $3,000 to $7,000 USD
- In "Very Good" condition: $2,000 to $4,500 USD

Copies with Damage or Missing Dust Jacket
- Usually significantly less, often in the $800 to $1,500 USD range.

Signed First Editions
- Signed copies can fetch $10,000 or more, especially if accompanied by provenance or additional autographs.

International Variations
- UK editions tend to be more valuable in the UK and Europe, while US editions are valued differently
depending on the market.



How to Authenticate and Appraise

For collectors, authenticating a first edition is essential before purchasing or valuing. Consider the following
steps:

Verification Tips
- Cross-reference the ISBN and copyright details.
- Verify the printing number line.
- Examine the dust jacket for original printing marks.
- Check for signatures or unique inscriptions.

Professional Appraisal
- Consult reputable rare book dealers or auction houses.
- Use established grading services for rare books.

Preservation and Care for Collectors

Proper preservation ensures the long-term value of a first edition hardback:

- Store in a cool, dry environment away from sunlight.
- Keep dust jackets in protective covers.
- Handle with clean hands or gloves.
- Keep in a stable environment to prevent warping or deterioration.

Conclusion

The first edition hardback of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince remains one of the most valuable and
coveted items among Harry Potter collectors. Its worth is determined by a combination of rarity, condition,
signatures, and market demand. As the series continues to grow in cultural significance, so too does the
desirability of first edition copies. Whether you are a collector aiming to assess the value of your copy or a
new enthusiast interested in starting a collection, understanding these factors will help you appreciate the
historical and monetary significance of this iconic edition.

In summary:
- First edition hardbacks are highly valuable, especially in pristine condition.



- Proper identification is crucial to avoid fakes or reproductions.
- Signed copies significantly increase in value.
- Market trends can influence prices over time, making timely appraisal essential.

Collectors should always seek professional advice and maintain proper preservation practices to maximize
the value and integrity of their Harry Potter first editions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the estimated value of a first edition hardback of Harry Potter
and the Half-Blood Prince?
A first edition hardback of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince can range from $2,000 to over $10,000,
depending on its condition and provenance.

What factors influence the value of a first edition Harry Potter and the
Half-Blood Prince hardback?
Factors include the book's condition, presence of the original dust jacket, printing errors, signatures or
inscriptions, and whether it is a true first edition or a later printing.

How can I verify if my Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince first
edition hardback is authentic?
Check for specific publisher details, such as the correct publisher (Bloomsbury), first edition points like the
absence of a number line, and compare it with verified copies or consult a rare book expert.

Are signed first edition copies of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
more valuable?
Yes, signed first editions tend to be significantly more valuable, especially if the signature is authentic and
comes with provenance or certificates of authenticity.

What condition descriptors are important when valuing a first edition
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince?
Key condition factors include the integrity of the binding, pages free of tears or stains, the dust jacket's
condition, and minimal signs of wear or age-related damage.



Where can I sell or appraise my first edition Harry Potter and the Half-
Blood Prince?
You can consult rare book dealers, auction houses specializing in collectibles, or online marketplaces like
Heritage Auctions or AbeBooks for appraisal and sale options.

Is the first edition hardback of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
considered a good investment?
It can be a good investment if kept in pristine condition, as the value has appreciated over time, especially
among collectors of Harry Potter memorabilia.

What are some common signs of a counterfeit first edition Harry Potter
and the Half-Blood Prince?
Signs include incorrect publisher details, poor printing quality, missing or incorrect first edition points, and
discrepancies in binding or dust jacket design.

How has the market value of Harry Potter first editions changed over
recent years?
The market has seen increased interest, with values generally rising due to the book series' popularity and
scarcity of well-preserved first editions, especially signed copies.
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  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Harry Potter
Collector's Handbook William Silvester, 2010-08-19 Action Figures, Books, Ornaments, Costumes,
Calendars, Art, Coins, Dolls, Jewelry, Lunch Boxes, Toys, Movies Harry Potter Casts His Spell on
Collectors Welcome, Muggles, to the magic, mystery, and merchandise of the wonderful wizarding
world of Harry Potter! Harry Potter Collector's Handbook will bewitch you with colorful images and
current values of licensed products based on the famous boy wizard and his charming chums and
nefarious foes. Just for you, we've conjured: • 1,000+ spellbinding listings, pictures, and secondary
market values. • Information arranged—magically!—in alphabetical order to make it easy to find
what you're looking for. • A diverse array of collectibles from rare first editions of books worth
thousands of dollars to items worth slightly fewer galleons. If you're mesmerized by Pottermania,
you'll never want to depart the enchanting world of witchcraft and wizardry presented in Harry
Potter Collector's Handbook.
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Rare Book Review ,
2007
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  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: ELLEgirl , 2006-12
ELLEgirl, the international style bible for girls who dare to be different, is published by Hachette
Filipacchi Media U.S., Inc., and is accessible on the web at ellegirl.elle.com/. ELLEgirl provides
young women with insider information on fashion, beauty, service and pop culture in a voice that,
while maintaining authority on the subject, includes and amuses them.
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: The Late Age of
Print Ted Striphas, 2011 Here, the author assesses our modern book culture by focusing on five key
elements including the explosion of retail bookstores like Barnes & Noble and Borders, and the
formation of the Oprah Book Club.
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Investors Chronicle
, 2006
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Paper Technology ,
2005
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: British Humanities
Index , 2006
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Harry Potter and
the Half-Blood Prince J. K. Rowling, 2010 It is Harry Potter's sixth year at Hogwarts School of
Witchcraft and Wizardry. As Voldemort's sinister forces amass and a spirit of gloom and fear sweeps
the land, it becomes more and more clear to Harry that he will soon have to confront his destiny. But
is he up to the challenges ahead of him? In this dark and breathtaking adventure, J.K. Rowling
skilfully begins to unravel the complex web she has woven, as we discover more of the truth about
Harry, Dumbledore, Snape and, of course, He Who Must Not Be Named . . .
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: New York Times
Saturday Review of Books and Art , 1934
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Today Raymond
Moley, 1934
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Harry Potter British,
2016-01-18 Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows is the seventh and final novel of the Harry Potter
series, written by British author J. K. Rowling. The book was released on 21 July 2007 by Bloomsbury
Publishing in the United Kingdom, in the United States by Scholastic, and in Canada by Raincoast
Books, ending the series that began in 1997 with the publication of Harry Potter and the
Philosopher's Stone. The novel chronicles the events directly following Harry Potter and the
Half-Blood Prince (2005), and the final confrontation between the wizards Harry Potter and Lord
Voldemort. Rowling finished writing Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows in January 2007. Before
its release, Bloomsbury reportedly spent 10 million to keep the book's contents safe before its
release date. American publisher Arthur Levine refused any copies of the novel to be released in
advance for press review, although two reviews were submitted early. Shortly before release, photos
of all 759 pages of the U.S. edition were leaked and transcribed, leading Scholastic to look for the
source that had leaked it. Released globally in 93 countries, Deathly Hallows broke sales records as
the fastest-selling book ever, a record it still held in 2012.[3] It sold 15 million copies in the first 24
hours following its release, including more than 11 million in the U.S. and UK alone. The previous
record, 9 million in its first day, had been held by Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince. The novel
has also been translated into over 120 languages.
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Harry Potter and the
Half-Blood Prince (Brian Selznick Cover Edition) J. K. Rowling, 2018-06-26 A special new edition in
celebration of the 20th anniversary of the publication of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, with
a stunning new cover illustration by Caldecott Medalist Brian Selznick. The war against Voldemort is
not going well; even Muggle governments are noticing. Ron scans the obituary pages of the Daily
Prophet, looking for familiar names. Dumbledore is absent from Hogwarts for long stretches of time,
and the Order of the Phoenix has already suffered losses. And yet... As in all wars, life goes on.
Sixth-year students learn to Apparate - and lose a few eyebrows in the process. The Weasley twins



expand their business. Teenagers flirt and fight and fall in love. Classes are never straightforward,
though Harry receives some extraordinary help from the mysterious Half-Blood Prince. So it's the
home front that takes center stage in the multilayered sixth installment of the story of Harry Potter.
Here at Hogwarts, Harry will search for the full and complex story of the boy who became Lord
Voldemort - and thereby find what may be his only vulnerability. This gorgeous new edition in
celebration of the 20th anniversary of the publication of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone
features a newly designed cover illustrated by Caldecott Medalist Brian Selznick, as well as the
beloved original interior decorations by Mary GrandPr .
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Harry Potter and the
Half-Blood Prince J. K. Rowling, 2007 Sixth-year Hogwarts student Harry Potter gains valuable
insights into the boy Voldemort once was, even as his own world is transformed by maturing
friendships, schoolwork assistance from an unexpected source, and devastating losses.
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Harry Potter and the
Half-Blood Prince - Ravenclaw Edition J. K. Rowling, 2021
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Harry Potter and
the Half-Blood Prince - Hufflepuff Edition J. K. Rowling, 2021 Suspicion and fear blow through
the wizarding world as news of the Dark Lord's attack on the Ministry of Magic spreads. Harry has
not told anyone about the future predicted by the prophecy in the Department of Mysteries, nor how
deeply what happened to Sirius Black affected him. He's desperate for Professor Dumbledore to
arrive and take him away from the Dursley's but Hogwarts may not be the safe haven from
Voldemort's Dark Forces that it once was. In his sixth year, the names Black, Malfoy, Lestrange and
Snape will haunt Harry with shades of trust and treachery as he discovers the secret behind the
mysterious Half-Blood Prince and Dumbledore prepares him to face his own terrifying destiny.
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Harry Potter and
the Order of the Phoenix J. K. Rowling, 2010 Harry Potter is about to start his fifth year at
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Unlike most school boys, Harry never enjoys his
summer holidays, but this summer is even worse than usual. He is beginning to think he must do
something, anything, to change his situation, when the summer holidays come to an end in a very
dramatic fashion. What Harry is about to discover in his new year at Hogwarts will turn his world
upside down.
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Harry Potter Boxed
Set J. K. Rowling, 2006 A fabulous opportunity to own all six Harry Potter titles - Harry Potter and
the Philosopher's Stone, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of
Azkaban, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenixand Harry
Potter and the Half-Blood Prince- in a delightful paperback package.
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Harry Potter and
the Half-Blood Prince (Stenciled Edges) (Harry Potter, Book 6) J K Rowling, 2025-07 The sixth
book in the Harry Potter series, now in a special edition paperback with colorful stenciled edges! A
must-have collectible for fans and a beautiful gift for book lovers of all ages. The war against
Voldemort is not going well; even Muggle governments are noticing. Hermione scans the pages of
the Daily Prophet, reading out terrible news. Dumbledore is absent from Hogwarts for long stretches
of time, and the Order of the Phoenix has already suffered losses. And yet... As in all wars, life goes
on. Sixth-year students learn to Apparate -- and lose a few eyebrows in the process. Teenagers flirt
and fight and fall in love. Classes are tough, though Harry receives some extraordinary help from the
mysterious Half-Blood Prince. And all the while Harry searches for the full and complex story of the
boy who became Lord Voldemort, hoping to find what may be his only vulnerability.
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Harry Potter and the
Half-Blood Prince - Gryffindor Edition J. K. Rowling, 2021-01-21 Suspicion and fear blow through the
wizarding world as news of the Dark Lord's attack on the Ministry of Magic spreads. Harry has not
told anyone about the future predicted by the prophecy in the Department of Mysteries, nor how
deeply what happened to Sirius Black affected him. He's desperate for Professor Dumbledore to



arrive and take him away from the Dursley's but Hogwarts may not be the safe haven from
Voldemort's Dark Forces that it once was. In his sixth year, the names Black, Malfoy, Lestrange and
Snape will haunt Harry with shades of trust and treachery as he discovers the secret behind the
mysterious Half-Blood Prince and Dumbledore prepares him to face his own terrifying destiny.
  harry potter and the half blood prince first edition hardback value: Harry Potter and
the Half-Blood Prince - Slytherin Edition J. K. Rowling, 2021
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