
gerald durrell my family and other animals
gerald durrell my family and other animals is a beloved memoir that captures the charming
chaos of a young boy’s life growing up in the Mediterranean, surrounded by a menagerie of pets,
exotic animals, and a lively family. Written by Gerald Durrell himself, this book is the first in a series
of autobiographical works that detail his adventures, misadventures, and lifelong passion for animals
and conservation. Combining humor, warmth, and keen observations, Durrell’s narrative offers a
delightful glimpse into a childhood filled with extraordinary encounters with animals and the quirky
characters of his family. This article explores the essence of "My Family and Other Animals," its
themes, and its enduring appeal to readers worldwide.

Overview of "My Family and Other Animals"

Background and Context
Published in 1956, "My Family and Other Animals" is Gerald Durrell’s autobiographical debut,
recounting his childhood years spent on the Greek island of Corfu. The story spans from his arrival
in Corfu as a young boy to his teenage years, capturing the vibrant life of his eccentric family and
the diverse array of animals that inhabit their home. Durrell’s vivid storytelling transports readers to
a sun-drenched island, where every day is an adventure involving animals, family antics, and
humorous misunderstandings.

Plot and Structure
The book is structured as a series of episodic vignettes rather than a traditional narrative, each
highlighting a humorous or touching incident involving animals or family members. These stories
include:
- The acquisition of various pets, from tortoises to snakes.
- Encounters with local villagers and eccentric neighbors.
- The humorous challenges of caring for exotic animals in a small Greek house.
- Durrell’s own fascination and burgeoning knowledge of zoology.

This episodic style lends the book a lively, conversational tone that has endeared it to generations of
readers.

Thematic Elements of the Book

Love for Animals and Nature
At its core, the book celebrates the wonder of animals and the natural world. Durrell’s fascination
with creatures big and small is palpable, and he often describes animals with affection and curiosity.
His detailed accounts of their behaviors and personalities reflect a deep respect and understanding
of wildlife, which later informs his career as a conservationist and zoo founder.



Family Dynamics and Eccentric Characters
Durrell’s family is portrayed with humor and affection. His parents, especially his mother, are
depicted as lively, caring, and somewhat eccentric figures who foster a nurturing environment for
their children. The family’s interactions are filled with humor, warmth, and a touch of chaos,
embodying the universal theme of familial love amid everyday imperfections.

Humor and Wit
Durrell’s storytelling is imbued with wit and comic timing. The humorous incidents—such as the
chaos caused by a mischievous monkey or the antics of a stubborn turtle—serve to entertain while
illustrating broader themes of adaptability and resilience.

Key Characters in "My Family and Other Animals"

The Durrell Family
- Larry Durrell: Gerald’s older brother, a writer, and a slightly eccentric intellectual.
- Margo Durrell: The teenage sister with her own romantic adventures.
- Leslie Durrell: The eldest brother, a military man with a love for hunting.
- Mother Durrell: The energetic and nurturing matriarch who manages the household.
- Father Durrell: An absent figure in the narrative, often referenced through stories and anecdotes.

Animals and Creatures
- Tortoises: Including “Jumbo,” who becomes a symbol of Durrell’s love for reptiles.
- Snakes and Lizards: Such as the notorious eyelash viper.
- Exotic Pets: Like the monkey “Sambo,” which causes hilarious chaos.
- Local Wildlife: Including birds, frogs, and insects that populate the island.

The Impact and Legacy of the Book

Influence on Literature and Popular Culture
"My Family and Other Animals" has become a classic of autobiographical and travel literature. Its
vivid portrayal of Corfu and its inhabitants inspired numerous adaptations, including a popular BBC
television series. The book’s humor, warmth, and genuine affection have resonated with readers,
making it a timeless portrayal of childhood and the love of animals.

Gerald Durrell’s Conservation Efforts
The book also highlights Durrell’s early passion for animals, which later evolved into significant
conservation initiatives. He founded the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust and the Jersey Zoo,
focusing on saving endangered species and protecting natural habitats worldwide. The book’s



themes of respect and admiration for animals underpin his lifelong commitment to conservation.

Why Read "My Family and Other Animals" Today?

Endearing Storytelling
Durrell’s humorous anecdotes and vivid descriptions make the book a joy to read for all ages. It
captures the innocence and curiosity of childhood, appealing to those interested in animals, travel,
or family stories.

Educational Value
The book subtly introduces readers to various animal species and natural behaviors, fostering an
appreciation for wildlife and conservation.

Universal Themes
Themes of family, adventure, resilience, and love for nature make the book relevant across
generations and cultures.

Conclusion
"Gerald Durrell my family and other animals" is more than just a memoir—it's a celebration of life,
curiosity, and the bond between humans and animals. Through his humorous and heartfelt
storytelling, Durrell invites readers into his world of childhood wonder, eccentric family members,
and extraordinary animals. The book remains a timeless classic that inspires a love for nature and a
recognition of the importance of compassion and conservation. Whether read for entertainment,
education, or inspiration, Durrell’s charming tales continue to delight audiences around the world,
reminding us of the magic that lies in the everyday interactions with the natural world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Gerald Durrell's 'My Family and
Other Animals'?
The book primarily explores the humorous and adventurous experiences of Gerald Durrell's family as
they settle on the Greek island of Corfu, highlighting themes of family life, wildlife, and humorous
observations of their surroundings.

How does Gerald Durrell portray the animals in 'My Family



and Other Animals'?
Durrell vividly describes the animals with humor and affection, emphasizing their quirky behaviors
and unique personalities, which reflect his passion for wildlife and conservation.

Why is 'My Family and Other Animals' considered a classic of
nature and travel writing?
Because of its charming storytelling, humorous anecdotes, and detailed observations of flora and
fauna, the book offers an engaging and insightful glimpse into island life and wildlife, making it a
beloved classic.

How has 'My Family and Other Animals' influenced popular
culture?
The book has inspired adaptations such as television series and documentaries, and it has
popularized Gerald Durrell's approach to wildlife conservation and his humorous writing style,
impacting generations of readers and naturalists.

What makes 'My Family and Other Animals' relevant today?
Its themes of family, adventure, and conservation resonate with modern audiences, highlighting the
importance of appreciating and protecting wildlife and fostering a sense of curiosity and humor
about the natural world.

Additional Resources
Gerald Durrell's "My Family and Other Animals" stands as a beloved classic in the realm of
autobiographical literature, celebrated for its wit, warmth, and vivid depiction of life on the Greek
island of Corfu. This charming memoir, first published in 1956, offers readers a delightful glimpse
into Durrell’s eccentric family, his formative years, and the colorful characters and animals that
populated his childhood. Its enduring popularity lies not only in its humorous storytelling but also in
its insightful exploration of human nature and the profound connection between humans and the
natural world.

---

Introduction to "My Family and Other Animals"

At its core, "My Family and Other Animals" is a semi-autobiographical account that chronicles
Gerald Durrell’s early years living on Corfu with his unconventional family. The book is part coming-
of-age story, part humorous travelogue, and part love letter to the natural world. Durrell’s lively
narration, tinged with humor and affection, draws readers into a world filled with eccentric
relatives, exotic animals, and the intoxicating beauty of the Greek landscape.

Why is "My Family and Other Animals" Still Relevant Today?

- Endearing storytelling: Durrell’s narrative style combines humor, warmth, and honesty, making the



book accessible and engaging for readers of all ages.
- Celebration of nature: The book champions biodiversity and the joy of discovering wildlife,
inspiring conservation-minded perspectives.
- Cultural insights: It provides a humorous yet insightful look into life in a small Greek community
during the mid-20th century.
- Universal themes: Family dynamics, childhood curiosity, adventure, and the human-animal bond
are themes that resonate across generations.

---

Overview of the Book’s Structure

The memoir is divided into several sections, each focusing on different aspects of Durrell’s life on
Corfu:

- The family: Introducing the Durrell family members, their quirks, and their interactions.
- The island setting: Vivid descriptions of Corfu’s landscape, climate, and local culture.
- The animals: A significant portion dedicated to Durrell’s animal collection, from pet cats to exotic
creatures.
- Humor and anecdotes: A series of humorous episodes and memorable stories from Durrell’s
childhood.

---

Deep Dive: Key Themes in "My Family and Other Animals"

1. Family Dynamics and Characters

The Durrell family is portrayed with affectionate humor, with each member bringing unique quirks:

- Larry Durrell: The elder brother, a novelist whose literary ambitions and philosophical musings add
depth and wit.
- Midge Durrell: The pragmatic wife whose practical approach balances the eccentricities of her
family.
- Leslie Durrell: The older brother, whose energetic personality and love for adventure contribute to
the chaos.
- Derek Durrell: The youngest sibling, whose innocence and antics often provide comic relief.
- Gerald Durrell: The narrator and protagonist, whose fascination with animals and curiosity drive
the story.

Discussion Point: The family’s interactions highlight themes of individuality, tolerance, and the
importance of humor in overcoming life's challenges.

2. The Natural World and Biodiversity

Durrell’s passion for animals and nature is a central element:

- His fascination begins with domestic animals and expands to exotic species.
- Descriptions of animals like the tortoise, chameleons, and snakes are detailed and vivid.
- Durrell’s observations reflect early conservationist ideas, emphasizing respect and understanding
of wildlife.



Discussion Point: The book promotes appreciation for biodiversity and the importance of protecting
natural habitats.

3. Cultural and Geographic Setting

Corfu’s landscape, climate, and local customs are vividly depicted:

- The lush flora, rolling hills, and azure sea create an idyllic backdrop.
- Local traditions, cuisine, and Greek hospitality add cultural richness.
- Durrell’s humorous encounters with locals offer insight into Greek village life.

Discussion Point: The setting enhances the narrative’s charm and underscores the importance of
environment in shaping experiences.

4. Humor and Anecdotes

Durrell’s storytelling is peppered with humorous episodes:

- The misadventures of attempting to keep exotic animals.
- The eccentricities of his family members.
- Comical misunderstandings with locals.

Discussion Point: Humor serves as a device to explore human nature and foster a sense of shared
joy.

---

Style and Literary Significance

Narrative Voice

Gerald Durrell’s writing is characterized by:

- A conversational tone that invites readers into his world.
- Witty observations and clever turns of phrase.
- An underlying love and reverence for life’s small moments.

Literary Influences

Durrell’s work shares affinities with:

- A love for natural history akin to that of Gilbert White.
- The humor and warmth reminiscent of P.G. Wodehouse.
- An anecdotal style similar to Mark Twain’s storytelling.

Impact and Legacy

- Inspired a series of subsequent books and adaptations.
- Helped popularize the genre of naturalist memoirs.
- Influenced conservation efforts and wildlife awareness.



---

The Broader Cultural and Literary Impact

The Gerry Durrell Series

- "My Family and Other Animals" is the first in a trilogy, followed by "Birds, Beasts and Relatives"
and "The Garden of the Gods."
- The series collectively paints a comprehensive picture of Durrell’s life and love of animals.

Adaptations

- The book has been adapted into various formats, including a successful BBC television series,
capturing its humor and charm.

Influence on Popular Culture

- Durrell’s work has inspired naturalists, writers, and animal lovers worldwide.
- The book’s depiction of Corfu has contributed to tourism and cultural interest in the island.

---

Practical Takeaways from "My Family and Other Animals"

For Aspiring Naturalists and Animal Enthusiasts

- Cultivate curiosity about the natural world.
- Observe animals closely and with respect.
- Recognize the importance of habitat conservation.

For Readers and Writers

- Embrace humor and honesty as storytelling tools.
- Use personal anecdotes to connect with audiences.
- Celebrate the quirks and imperfections in family and life.

For Travelers and Cultural Enthusiasts

- Appreciate local customs and environments.
- Seek authentic experiences beyond tourist attractions.
- Recognize the value of community and tradition.

---

Conclusion: Why "My Family and Other Animals" Endures

Gerald Durrell’s "My Family and Other Animals" remains a timeless reflection of childhood
innocence, family eccentricities, and the wonder of the natural world. Its blend of humor, heartfelt
storytelling, and environmental awareness ensures its place as a cherished classic. Whether read as
a nostalgic memoir, a guide to biodiversity, or simply as a delightful adventure, the book continues
to inspire readers to cherish life’s small moments and the creatures with whom we share this planet.



---

In summary, "My Family and Other Animals" is more than just a childhood memoir; it’s a celebration
of life’s absurdities, the beauty of nature, and the enduring bonds of family. Gerald Durrell’s vivid
narrative invites us into a world where curiosity reigns, animals are friends, and every day brings
new stories worth telling.

Gerald Durrell My Family And Other Animals
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ITV's The Durrells. The bewitching account of a rare and magical childhood on the island of Corfu by
treasured British conservationist Gerald Durrell Escaping the ills of the British climate, the Durrell
family - acne-ridden Margo, gun-toting Leslie, bookworm Lawrence and budding naturalist Gerry,
along with their long-suffering mother and Roger the dog - take off for the island of Corfu. But the
Durrells find that, reluctantly, they must share their various villas with a menagerie of local fauna -
among them scorpions, geckos, toads, bats and butterflies. Recounted with immense humour and
charm My Family and Other Animals is a wonderful account of a rare, magical childhood. 'Durrell
has an uncanny knack of discovering human as well as animal eccentricities' Sunday Telegraph 'A
bewitching book' Sunday Times
  gerald durrell my family and other animals: Gerald Durrell: My Family and Other
Animals Kenneth Hardacre, 1964
  gerald durrell my family and other animals: My Family and Other Animals Bill Bowler,
Gerald Durrell, 2003 The weather in England that summer had been so awful that Gerald's mother
sold the family house and took her children to live on the Mediterranean island of Corfu. Between
lessons, the ten-year-old Gerald was free to walk round the sunny island and discover the wonderful
people and animals living there. This is a story of Gerald's adventures.
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Animals". Methuen & Company, Limited, 1972-01-01
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1972
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National Bestseller: The complete trilogy that inspired Masterpiece production The Durrells in Corfu
in one volume. The tales of a naturalist and his family, who left England for the Greek island of
Corfu—where they interacted with fascinating locals of both human and animal varieties—these
memoirs have become beloved bestsellers and inspired the delightful series that aired on PBS
television. Included in this three-book collection are: My Family and Other Animals: Ten-year-old
Gerald Durrell arrives on sun-drenched Corfu with this family and pursues his interest in natural
history, making friends with the island’s fauna—from toads and tortoises to scorpions and
geckos—while reveling in the joyous chaos of growing up in an unconventional household. Birds,
Beasts and Relatives: Written after a boyhood spent studying zoology, this memoir is part nature
guide, part coming-of-age tale, and all charmingly funny memoir. The Garden of the Gods: In the
conclusion of the trilogy, Durrell shares more tales of wild animals and his even wilder family,
including his mother, Louisa, and his siblings Lawrence, Leslie, and Margo, in the years before
World War II. “[Durrell’s] books have an unfailing charm. . . . It is a tribute to his skill that one never
tires of his accounts” (Chicago Tribune). This ebook features an illustrated biography of Gerald
Durrell including rare photos from the author’s estate.
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catarrh, which had inflamed the convolutions of my ears and made them bleed delicately but
persistently. #2 We sold the house and flew to Greece. We were all travelling light, taking only what
we considered to be the bare essentials of life. When we opened our luggage for Customs inspection,
the contents of our bags were a fair indication of character and interests. #3 We arrived in Corfu,
the largest of the Greek islands. The sea was calm and the sky was blue, and the island was
blanketed in mist. We could see the mountains, and the beaches were as white as tusks among the
brilliant rocks. #4 We arrived in Split, and had to wait for Mother to get Roger into a cab. He had
never been in such a vehicle, and he treated it with suspicion. We had to lift him and hurl him inside.
  gerald durrell my family and other animals: Notes on Gerald Durrell's College of Careers,
1971
  gerald durrell my family and other animals: Durrell: My Family and Other Animals
Bloomsbury Publishing, 1992-01-30 This is a Bloomsbury Academic title. For our full Academic
Catalogue, please visit https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/academic/
  gerald durrell my family and other animals: My Family and Other Animals-TV TIE IN Edition
Gerald Durrell, 2016-04-26 My Family and Other Animals is the bewitching account of a rare and
magical childhood on the island of Corfu by treasured British conservationist Gerald Durrell. This tv
tie in edition coincides with ITV's six part television series The Durrells. Escaping the ills of the
British climate, the Durrell family - acne-ridden Margo, gun-toting Leslie, bookworm Lawrence and
budding naturalist Gerry, along with their long-suffering mother and Roger the dog - take off for the
island of Corfu. But the Durrells find that, reluctantly, they must share their various villas with a
menagerie of local fauna - among them scorpions, geckos, toads, bats and butterflies. Recounted
with immense humour and charm My Family and Other Animals is a wonderful account of a rare,
magical childhood. 'Durrell has an uncanny knack of discovering human as well as animal
eccentricities' Sunday Telegraph 'A bewitching book' Sunday Times
  gerald durrell my family and other animals: Gerald Durrell Hana Sambrook, 1990
  gerald durrell my family and other animals: My Family and Other Animals, by Gerald
Durrell Dawn Tucker, 1989
  gerald durrell my family and other animals: My Family and Other Animals, Gerald
Durrell Hana Sambrook, 1990
  gerald durrell my family and other animals: Gerald Durrell, My Family and Other
Animals Susan Quilliam, 1986-01-01
  gerald durrell my family and other animals: Brodie's Notes on Gerald Durrell's My
Family and Other Animals Kenneth Hardacre, 1991-01-01
  gerald durrell my family and other animals: My Family and Other Animals Gerald Durrell,



2000-03-01 Soaked in the sunshine of Corfu, where Gerald Durrell lived as a boy with his family and
other animals, this book evocatively chronicles his five-year sojourn on the Greek island. With
hilarious yet endearing portraits of his eccentric family and their many unusual hangers-on, My
Family and Other Animals also captures the beginnings of Durrell's lifelong love of animals. In its
passionate understanding of Corfu's natural history, this is an entertaining and enduring memoir.
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