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Dennis Wheatley The Devil Rides Out: An In-Depth Exploration of a Classic
Supernatural Novel

Introduction to Dennis Wheatley's The Devil Rides Out

Dennis Wheatley’s The Devil Rides Out stands as one of the most enduring and influential
works in the realm of supernatural fiction. First published in 1934, this novel has captivated
readers for generations with its gripping portrayal of black magic, occult practices, and the
eternal struggle between good and evil. Often regarded as a quintessential example of
early 20th-century horror literature, the book seamlessly blends elements of adventure,
mysticism, and the supernatural to create a compelling narrative that continues to resonate
today.

In this comprehensive article, we will delve into the themes, characters, historical context,
and legacy of The Devil Rides Out, offering readers a thorough understanding of its
significance in both literary and cultural history.

Overview of Dennis Wheatley's Life and Works

Who Was Dennis Wheatley?

Dennis Wheatley (1897-1977) was a prolific British author renowned for his thrillers,
adventure novels, and supernatural stories. His works often featured elements of the
occult, espionage, and historical settings, making him a versatile writer whose influence
extended across multiple genres.

Key facts about Wheatley include:

- Served as a British Army officer during World War |

- Became a popular novelist in the 1930s and 1940s

- Known for his meticulous research and vivid storytelling

- His books often incorporated themes of mysticism, religion, and the supernatural

Major Works and Literary Style

Apart from The Devil Rides Out, Wheatley's notable works include:

- The Forbidden Territory (1933)

- The Haunting of Toby Jugg (1948)
- The Simon Ark series

- The Gregory Sallust series



His writing style is characterized by:

- Fast-paced narratives

- Rich descriptions of settings and characters

- A blend of factual occult knowledge with fictional storytelling
- Clear moral dichotomies between good and evil

Wheatley's fascination with the occult and the supernatural deeply influenced his work,
making him a pioneer in supernatural fiction during his time.

The Plot and Themes of The Devil Rides Out

Plot Summary

The Devil Rides Out follows the story of Duc de Richleau and his friends Simon Aron and
Rex van Relsen. The plot revolves around their fight against the forces of evil, specifically
the black magic practiced by the sinister occultist Mocata.

The story begins with Duc de Richleau receiving a mysterious invitation to a friend’s estate,
where he encounters a group of young people who have fallen under the influence of dark
forces. When they realize that Mocata is attempting to summon demons and enslave their
friends, the protagonists band together to thwart his sinister plans.

Key plot points include:

1. The ritualistic summoning of demonic entities

2. The use of protective magic and charms

3. The confrontation with Mocata’s evil schemes

4. The ultimate victory of good over evil, often through ingenuity and faith

Major Themes Explored

The Devil Rides Out deals with several profound themes:

- Evil and Good: The ongoing battle between dark forces and righteous resistance.

- Occult Practices: An exploration of black magic, necromancy, and spiritual warfare.

- Faith and Morality: The importance of moral integrity, religious faith, and righteousness.

- Friendship and Loyalty: The strength derived from camaraderie in facing supernatural
threats.

- The Power of Knowledge: How understanding and wisdom can combat ignorance and euvil.

Wheatley's portrayal of these themes underscores his belief in the eternal struggle between
light and darkness, with a strong emphasis on the protective power of faith and moral
conviction.



Characters in The Devil Rides Out

Protagonists

- Duc de Richleau: A nobleman and occult expert, serving as the novel’s moral compass and
leader of the resistance against evil.

- Simon Aron: A close friend of de Richleau, depicted as courageous and resourceful.

- Rex van Relsen: Another loyal friend, skilled in combat and loyal to the group’s cause.

Antagonists

- Mocata: The main villain, an occultist intent on summoning demons and enslaving souls.
- Servants of Mocata: Various minions who assist in his dark rituals, including cult members
and possessed individuals.

Supporting Characters

- Tanith: A young woman who becomes entangled in the occult conflict, representing
innocence threatened by evil.
- Sian: A mystical figure who provides guidance and spiritual support to the protagonists.

The characters embody the classic archetypes of hero, villain, and victim, with Wheatley
emphasizing moral clarity and the importance of virtue.

Historical and Cultural Context

The 1930s and the Rise of Occult Fascination

Published during a period of social upheaval and fascination with the supernatural, The
Devil Rides Out reflects the era’s interest in mysticism, spiritualism, and the occult. The
1930s saw a surge in public curiosity about occult practices, partly fueled by popular
interest in spiritualism and esoteric traditions.

Wheatley’s work resonated with contemporary fears and fascinations, blending fictional
portrayals with real-world occult beliefs.

Influence of Religious and Cultural Beliefs



The novel’s themes are deeply rooted in Christian beliefs about evil, spiritual warfare, and
divine protection. Wheatley’s depiction of the supernatural aligns with traditional Western
religious views, emphasizing the power of faith, prayer, and moral righteousness to combat
supernatural evil.

Adaptations and Legacy

Film and Radio Adaptations

The Devil Rides Out has been adapted into various media, most notably:

- The 1968 film directed by Terence Fisher, starring Christopher Lee as Duc de Richleau.
This adaptation is considered a cult classic, praised for its atmospheric visuals and faithful
recreation of the novel’s themes.

- Radio dramatizations and stage adaptations have also contributed to the novel’s enduring
popularity.

Influence on Horror and Supernatural Fiction

Wheatley’s The Devil Rides Out significantly influenced subsequent horror and supernatural
stories, inspiring writers and filmmakers to explore themes of occultism and spiritual
warfare. Its depiction of a battle between good and evil has become a staple in horror
literature and media.

Enduring Popularity and Cultural Impact

The novel remains a bestseller among fans of supernatural fiction, appreciated for its
suspenseful plot, vivid characters, and moral clarity. It has also influenced popular culture,
inspiring references in films, books, and discussions about the occult.

Why Read The Devil Rides Out Today?

For Fans of Supernatural and Horror Fiction

The Devil Rides Out offers a compelling blend of adventure, mysticism, and moral lessons,
making it a must-read for enthusiasts of supernatural horror.



Educational Value

The novel provides insight into early 20th-century perceptions of the occult, blending fiction
with real-world beliefs and practices.

Timeless Themes

Themes of faith, morality, and the eternal struggle between good and evil remain relevant
today. Wheatley’s portrayal encourages reflection on the importance of integrity and
righteousness.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Wheatley's
Masterpiece

Dennis Wheatley's The Devil Rides Out is more than just a supernatural adventure; it is a
vivid exploration of the eternal battle between light and darkness. Through compelling
characters, thrilling plotlines, and profound themes, Wheatley crafted a novel that
continues to influence and inspire. Whether you are a fan of horror, mysticism, or classic
literature, The Devil Rides Out remains a seminal work that exemplifies the enduring appeal
of supernatural fiction.

By understanding its historical context, themes, and impact, readers can appreciate why
this novel has stood the test of time and continues to be a significant part of the horror
genre. Dive into Wheatley’s world and discover the thrilling, chilling power of The Deuvil
Rides Out.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of Dennis Wheatley's 'The Devil
Rides Out'?

The novel follows two friends, Rex Van Ryn and Simon Aron, who confront a satanic cult led
by the sinister Mocata, as they attempt to thwart a ritual involving black magic and
demonic forces.

Who are the primary characters in 'The Devil Rides
Out'?

The main characters include Rex Van Ryn, Simon Aron, Tanith, and Mocata, the latter being
the dark sorcerer leading the cult.



What themes are explored in 'The Devil Rides Out'?

Key themes include good versus evil, the power of black magic, the fight against satanic
forces, and the importance of faith and courage.

How has 'The Devil Rides Out' influenced modern horror
and supernatural fiction?

The novel is considered a classic in occult fiction, inspiring many later works with its
depiction of black magic, ritualistic evil, and heroism against supernatural threats.

Is 'The Devil Rides Out' based on real occult practices?

While the novel draws on real esoteric and occult themes, it is a work of fiction and
dramatizes black magic and satanic rituals for storytelling purposes.

What is the significance of the title 'The Devil Rides
Out'?

The title suggests the active confrontation and expulsion of evil forces, symbolizing the
battle between good and evil, with the 'devil' representing malevolent supernatural power.

Has 'The Devil Rides Out' been adapted into other
media?

Yes, the novel was adapted into a film in 1968, directed by Terence Fisher, which remains a
notable adaptation in horror cinema.

What is Dennis Wheatley's reputation as an author of
supernatural fiction?

Dennis Wheatley is renowned for his thrilling supernatural and occult novels, including 'The
Devil Rides Out,' blending detective stories with dark magic and mystical themes.

How does 'The Devil Rides Out' reflect the era in which
it was written?

Published in 1934, the novel reflects interwar anxieties about evil and the supernatural,
while also showcasing contemporary interest in occultism and mysticism.

Why is 'The Devil Rides Out' considered a classic in
horror literature?

Its compelling blend of suspense, detailed depiction of occult practices, and themes of
heroism against supernatural evil have cemented its status as a genre-defining work in
horror fiction.



Additional Resources

Dennis Wheatley: The Devil Rides Out — A Deep Dive into the Classic Tale of Occult
Suspense

Introduction

Dennis Wheatley the devil rides out—a phrase that conjures images of dark forces,
occult rituals, and suspenseful narratives that have captivated readers for decades.
Published in 1934, The Devil Rides Out is one of Wheatley's most renowned works,
showcasing his mastery of blending supernatural horror with adventure. As a seminal piece
of early 20th-century horror fiction, the novel has not only endured as a classic but also
influenced popular perceptions of the occult. This article delves into the origins, themes,
characters, and cultural impact of Wheatley's The Devil Rides Out, providing a
comprehensive exploration suitable for both casual readers and literary scholars.

The Author: Dennis Wheatley — A Brief Biography

Before examining the novel itself, understanding Dennis Wheatley's background offers
insight into his writing style and thematic choices.

Early Life and Career

Dennis Wheatley (1897-1977) was a British author best known for his prolific output of
thrillers, adventure stories, and supernatural fiction. Educated at Eton and Trinity College,
Cambridge, Wheatley's early career was marked by a stint in the British Army during World
War I. His fascination with the occult and the mysterious was sparked early on, influenced
by his studies and personal interests.

Literary Style and Influences

Wheatley's works are characterized by meticulous research, vivid descriptions, and a flair
for combining historical context with supernatural elements. His fascination with the occult
was both genuine and imaginative, often blending real-world esoteric traditions with
fictional narratives. His writing was greatly influenced by earlier authors such as Edgar Allan
Poe and H. P. Lovecraft, as well as by contemporary adventure writers like H. Rider
Haggard.

Reputation and Legacy
Despite some criticism for sensationalism, Wheatley's popularity soared during his lifetime,

with The Devil Rides Out becoming a bestseller. His influence persists, with modern writers
and readers still citing his work as foundational in the occult fiction genre.

Context and Background of The Devil Rides Out

The Literary Landscape of the 1930s



Published during a period of social upheaval and interest in the mystical, Wheatley's The
Devil Rides Out arrived at a time when occult themes were pervasive in popular culture.
The interwar period saw a fascination with spiritualism, esoteric traditions, and the
supernatural, partly as a response to the uncertainties of modern life.

Inspiration for the Novel

Wheatley drew inspiration from various sources, including his personal interest in occultism,
contemporary reports of black magic practices, and historical accounts of secret societies.
The novel reflects a mixture of genuine esoteric knowledge and fictional invention, creating
an authentic yet thrilling narrative.

The Title and Its Significance

The phrase "The Devil Rides Out" references an ancient idea that evil forces can be
summoned or manifested through ritual. It also echoes the novel's central theme: the battle
between good and evil, with characters confronting dark supernatural powers.

Plot Summary and Key Themes
Overview of the Narrative

The Devil Rides Out follows Duc de Richleau, a sophisticated British gentleman, and his
friends Rex van Ryn and Tanith Carlisle. The story begins with their discovery of a young
man, Simon Aron, who has fallen under the influence of a Satanic cult led by the sinister
Mocata. As the plot unfolds, the protagonists confront the sinister forces threatening Simon
and, ultimately, the world.

Major Themes Explored

- Good vs. Evil: Central to the novel is the battle between righteous protagonists and
malevolent occult forces.

- The Power of Faith: Wheatley emphasizes the importance of spiritual strength and faith in
overcoming supernatural evil.

- Occult Knowledge and Rituals: The novel explores various mystical practices, both real
and fictionalized, as tools for combating darkness.

- Protection and Courage: The characters' resilience and moral integrity serve as vital
defenses against evil.

Notable Plot Elements
- The use of protective symbols and rituals, including the "Cross of Light."
- The depiction of black magic as a tangible, dangerous force.

- The climax involving a ritual confrontation atop a mountain, showcasing Wheatley's vivid
and suspenseful storytelling.

Characters and Their Significance



Duc de Richleau

A charismatic and resourceful protagonist, de Richleau embodies the archetype of the
enlightened hero armed with spiritual knowledge. His unwavering faith and courage are
pivotal in confronting the occult menace.

Rex van Ryn

De Richleau's loyal friend and confidant, Rex provides a pragmatic counterbalance to de
Richleau's spiritual fervor. His bravery and quick thinking are instrumental in the novel's
suspenseful moments.

Tanith Carlisle

A clairvoyant and spiritualist, Tanith's abilities assist the group in detecting and countering
dark forces. Her character underscores Wheatley's interest in the mystical and the
supernatural.

Mocata

The antagonist, Mocata, is a Satanic sorcerer wielding dark magic to achieve his sinister
aims. His portrayal as a cunning and powerful villain heightens the novel's tension.

Supporting Characters

- Simon Aron: The young man enshared by the cult.
- Julian Carstairs: A spiritualist and ally who assists in the final confrontation.

The Occult and Mystical Elements in Wheatley's Work

Real-World Esoteric Traditions

Wheatley incorporated elements from various mystical traditions, including:
- The Tarot

- Kabbalah

- Alchemy

- Ritual magic

His descriptions often drew from authentic practices, lending credibility and depth to the
fictional narrative.

Fictional Rituals and Symbols

The novel features invented rituals and symbols designed to evoke a sense of authenticity.
Wheatley’s detailed descriptions serve both to educate and to thrill readers.

The Role of Faith and Ritual



Throughout the novel, characters employ faith-based rituals as protective measures,
emphasizing Wheatley's theme that spiritual strength can combat supernatural evil.

Cultural Impact and Reception

Popular Reception

The Devil Rides Out was a commercial success, resonating with readers interested in the
occult, adventure, and horror. Its suspenseful narrative and vivid imagery made it a staple
of British popular fiction.

Influence on Popular Culture

The novel has influenced subsequent horror and occult fiction, inspiring films, radio
adaptations, and other literary works. Notably, the 1968 film adaptation directed by
Terence Fisher brought Wheatley's story to a wider audience.

Controversies and Criticisms

Some critics argued Wheatley's portrayal of black magic and occult practices perpetuated
stereotypes or sensationalized esoteric traditions. Nonetheless, his work remains influential.

Legacy in Occult Fiction
Wheatley's The Devil Rides Out is often regarded as a pioneering work that bridged

adventure fiction and supernatural horror. It helped establish the trope of the heroic battle
against dark magic that persists in modern media.

Modern Relevance and Continued Popularity
Reprints and Editions

Decades after its initial publication, The Devil Rides Out continues to be reprinted,
reflecting enduring interest in Wheatley's blend of suspense and the supernatural.

Influence on Modern Writers

Contemporary authors such as Stephen King and Clive Barker have cited Wheatley's work
as an inspiration for their own stories involving occult themes.

Adaptations and Media

Beyond the 1968 film, the story has been adapted into radio dramas, comic books, and
stage productions, demonstrating its versatility and lasting appeal.



Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Wheatley's The Devil Rides Out

Dennis Wheatley's The Devil Rides Out remains a landmark in supernatural fiction, blending
meticulous research, compelling characters, and suspenseful storytelling. Its exploration of
good versus evil, the power of faith, and the dangers of black magic continue to resonate
with audiences today. As a work that captures the fears and fascinations of its era, it
exemplifies Wheatley's talent for crafting stories that are as thrilling as they are thought-
provoking. Whether read as a tale of adventure or as a reflection on the unseen forces that
may lurk beyond our understanding, The Devil Rides Out endures as a timeless classic in
the realm of occult fiction.

Dennis Wheatley The Devil Rides Out

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: Dennis Wheatley's The Devil Rides Out Alison Sage,
1987-01-01

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: The devil rides out, Dennis Wheatley Dennis Wheatley,
1972

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: Fleshcreepers 4 A. Sage, 1987-12

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: Devil Rides Out Dennis Wheatley, 2007 The Duke de
Richleau and Rex van Ryn know instinctively that something bizarre has happened to Simon Aron.
Why else would he fail his most trusted friends? The Duke has a suspicion where the answer lies. But
nothing can prepare him or van Ryn for the terrible confirmation of his fears.

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: Classic Black Magic from Dennis Wheatley Dennis
Wheatley, 2011 The devil rides out, original copyright date: 1934; To the devil a daughter, original
copyright date: 1953; Gateway to hell, original copyright date: 1970.

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: Horror Literature through History Matt Cardin,
2017-09-21 This two-volume set offers comprehensive coverage of horror literature that spans its
deep history, dominant themes, significant works, and major authors, such as Stephen King, Edgar
Allan Poe, and Anne Rice, as well as lesser-known horror writers. Many of today's horror story
fans—who appreciate horror through movies, television, video games, graphic novels, and other
forms—probably don't realize that horror literature is not only one of the most popular types of
literature but one of the oldest. People have always been mesmerized by stories that speak to their
deepest fears. Horror Literature through History shows 21st-century horror fans the literary sources
of their favorite entertainment and the rich intrinsic value of horror literature in its own right.
Through profiles of major authors, critical analyses of important works, and overview essays focused
on horror during particular periods as well as on related issues such as religion, apocalypticism,
social criticism, and gender, readers will discover the fascinating early roots and evolution of horror
writings as well as the reciprocal influence of horror literature and horror cinema. This unique
two-volume reference set provides wide coverage that is current and compelling to modern
readers—who are of course also eager consumers of entertainment. In the first section, overview
essays on horror during different historical periods situate works of horror literature within the
social, cultural, historical, and intellectual currents of their respective eras, creating a seamless
narrative of the genre's evolution from ancient times to the present. The second section
demonstrates how otherwise unrelated works of horror have influenced each other, how horror
subgenres have evolved, and how a broad range of topics within horror—such as ghosts, vampires,
religion, and gender roles—have been handled across time. The set also provides alphabetically
arranged reference entries on authors, works, and specialized topics that enable readers to zero in
on information and concepts presented in the other sections.


https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-018/dennis-wheatley-the-devil-rides-out.pdf

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: The Palgrave Handbook of Contemporary Gothic Clive
Bloom, 2020-07-10 “Simply put, there is absolutely nothing on the market with the range of ambition
of this strikingly eclectic collection of essays. Not only is it impossible to imagine a more
comprehensive view of the subject, most readers - even specialists in the subject - will find that
there are elements of the Gothic genre here of which they were previously unaware.” - Barry
Forshaw, Author of British Gothic Cinema and Sex and Film The Palgrave Handbook of
Contemporary Gothic is the most comprehensive compendium of analytic essays on the modern
Gothic now available, covering the vast and highly significant period from 1918 to 2019. The Gothic
sensibility, over 200 years old, embraces its dark past whilst anticipating the future. From demons
and monsters to post- apocalyptic fears and ecological fantasies, Gothic is thriving as never before in
the arts and in popular culture. This volume is made up of 62 comprehensive chapters with notes
and extended bibliographies contributed by scholars from around the world. The chapters are
written not only for those engaged in academic research but also to be accessible to students and
dedicated followers of the genre. Each chapter is packed with analysis of the Gothic in both theory
and practice, as the genre has mutated and spread over the last hundred years. Starting in 1918
with the impact of film on the genre's development, and moving through its many and varied
international incarnations, each chapter chronicles the history of the gothic milieu from the movies
to gaming platforms and internet memes, television and theatre. The volume also looks at how
Gothic intersects with fashion, music and popular culture: a multi-layered, multi-ethnic, even a
trans-gendered experience as we move into the twenty first century.

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: A History of Horrors Denis Meikle, 2009 This revised and
updated edition of A History of Horrors traces the life and 'spirit' of Hammer, from its fledgling days
in the late 1940s through its successes of the 1950s and '60s to its decline and eventual liquidation
in the late 1970s. With the exclusive participation of all of the personnel who were key to Hammer's
success, Denis Meikle paints a vivid and fascinating picture of the rise and fall of a film empire,
offering new and revealing insights into 'the truth behind the legend.' Much has been written about
Hammer's films, but this is the only book to tell the story of the company itself from the perspective
of those who ran it in its heyday and who helped to turn it into a universal byword for terror on the
screen.

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: Children of Lucifer Ruben van Luijk, 2016 Satanism
adopts Satan, the Judeo-Christian representative of evil, as an object of veneration. This work
explores the historical origins of this extraordinary 'antireligion.'

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: Encyclopedia of Satanism James Lewis,

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: Movie Magick David Huckvale, 2018-11-07 Magick as
defined by Aleister Crowley is the Science and Art of causing Change to occur in conformity with
Will. This book explores expressions of movie magick in classic occult films like Hammer's
adaptation of Dennis Wheatley's The Devil Rides Out and modern occult revival movies. These films
are inspired by the aesthetics of fin de siecle decadence, the symbolist writings of Villiers de 1'Isle
Adam, Wagnerian music drama, the Faust legend, the pseudo-science of theosophy, 1960s occult
psychedelia, occult conspiracy theories and obscure aspects of animation.

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: Masters of Crime Adam Nightingale, 2016-09-23 This
fascinating volume reveals the real men - and women - behind some of the most infamous London
villains ever to appear in fiction. Fagin, Professor Moriarty, Moll Cutpurse and the notorious
‘cracksman' A.]. Raffles were all rooted in the lives and deaths of a litany of real-life criminals,
agitators and activists. With a special emphasis on the city that spawned them, this book brings
together their stories for the first time, and shows how they were woven into fiction by some of
Britain's greatest writers, including Charles Dickens and Arthur Conan Doyle. Containing prison
escapes, sensational trials, daring art thefts, vicious attacks, roaring boys, black magicians and
private detectives, Masters of Crime explores both the real underworld of British crime history, and
its fictional counter-parts. It will delight fans of true crime and crime fiction alike.

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: Hammer Complete Howard Maxford, 2019-11-08 Think



you know everything there is to know about Hammer Films, the fabled Studio that Dripped Blood?
The lowdown on all the imperishable classics of horror, like The Curse of Frankenstein, Horror of
Dracula and The Devil Rides Out? What about the company's less blood-curdling back catalog? What
about the musicals, comedies and travelogues, the fantasies and historical epics--not to mention the
pirate adventures? This lavishly illustrated encyclopedia covers every Hammer film and television
production in thorough detail, including budgets, shooting schedules, publicity and more, along with
all the actors, supporting players, writers, directors, producers, composers and technicians. Packed
with quotes, behind-the-scenes anecdotes, credit lists and production specifics, this all-inclusive
reference work is the last word on this cherished cinematic institution.

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: The Illustrated Beast Sandy Robertson, 2002-04-01
Who was Aleister Crowley? Magus, poet, sexual athlete, mountaineer, traitor, drug fiend, and
Prophet of a New Aeon - he has been described as all these things. Dubbed The Wickedest Man in
the World by the British press, Crowley and his story have captured the imagination of occultists,
rock stars - including The Rolling Stones and The Beatles, who included his portrait on the cover of
Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band - free spirits, and science fiction aficionados for decades.
Compiled from Sandy Robertson's extensive personal collection of Crowleyana, The Illustrated Beast
includes a short biography, black-and-white photographs of Crowley and his contemporaries,
excerpts from his writings, and commentary on the Wanderer of the Waste. From his paradoxical
childhood to his stormy involvement with The Golden Dawn, from his adventurous travels and
published works to his controversial Italian Abbey and lifelong heroin addiction, this scrapbook
offers readers a glimpse of the man, his works, and his lasting impact on the occult.

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: James Herbert - The Authorised True Story 1943-2013
Craig Cabell, 2013-08-05 James Herbert reigned supreme as Britain's undisputed master of horror
before his death in March 2013. But his legacy lives on in this fully authorised work, Craig Cabell
examines the story behind horror writing's most darkly brilliant mind.For almost 40 years, Herbert
was Britain's most popular horror author. With sales of over 50 million copies, he carved a niche in
quality bestselling fiction all of his own. Famous for his Rats trilogy and The Fog, he broke away
from the cut-and-thrust populist horror novels of the 1970s and 80s to more though-provoking
works, featuring the scientific reasoning behind the manifestations of the ghosts and spirits in which
he truly believed. Books such as Others, Once...and The Secret of Crickley Hall bear testament to his
growth as a writer and his continuing desire to chill his readers.Craig Cabell's exploration into the
dark, sinister world of James Herbert is given incredible depth thanks to a series of over a dozen
exclusive candid interviews. Drawing striking parallels between Herbert's career and the events of
his life, this work sheds light on the personal demons which drove the boy from London's East End
to become the pre-eminent horror writer of his generation.Cabell, a friend and confidant of
Herbert's until the very end, shares personal correspondence and reminiscences - including one of
Herbert's previously unpublished pieces entitles To Ye All - to complete a portrait of one of the most
iconic authors of the 20th Century.Prepare to be gripped by the utterly absorbing last chapter in the
life of the Master of Chills.

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: The Encyclopedia of Hammer Films Chris Fellner,
2019-07-31 Dracula and Frankenstein. Christopher Lee and Peter Cushing. These are just a few of
the icons of Hammer Films. To horror fans, the name “Hammer” conjures visions of hissing vampires
and buxom beauties in low-cut negligees. But Britain’s Hammer Film Productions, Ltd., was much
more than just a fright factory. For more than thirty years, the company turned out neatly crafted
entries in a variety of genres, ranging from comedies to pirate yarns, murder mysteries to war
pictures. At the heart of Hammer’s remarkable success was its access to American financing and
American theaters. But more than that, the individuals behind the scenes knew how to make good
films on tight budgets. These pictures have withstood the test of time and continue to be enjoyed all
over the world. The Encyclopedia of Hammer Films details the surprising story of Britain’s most
successfulindependent film company and includes Entries on all of Hammer’s feature films,
featurettes, and television episodes, including staff, production details, US and UK release data,



cast, synopses, reviews, behind-the-scenes quotes, and US financial participationCapsule
biographies of directors, producers, technicians, and actors--including the lovely ladies of Hammer
glamourSpecial entries on Hammer-related topics, including “tax shelter” companies,
Hammerscope, the British Board of Film Censors, and the recent Hammer rebootAn annotated
appendix of more than 150 unrealized Hammer projectsA chronological, annotated listing of every
production and coproduction from the company’s inception in 1934 An invaluable resource, this
volume includes snapshots of the men and women who made the studio a success—including Peter
Cushing, Terence Fisher, Christopher Lee, Ingrid Pitt, and Jimmy Sangster—as well as such iconic
films as The Curse of Frankenstein, The Devil Rides Out, Dracula Has Risen from the Grave, and
Vampire Circus. With more than six hundred entries, The Encyclopedia of Hammer Films is a
must-have for every fan of this unique studio.

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: The Monster Book Christopher Golden, Stephen R.
Bissette, Stephen Bissette, Thomas E. Sniegoski, 2000-08 An official guide to Buffy the Vampire
Slayer describes the mythology and influences behind the monsters, ghouls, and characters through
interviews with the creators and details of the episodes.

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: A Dark and Stormy Oeuvre David Huckvale,
2015-12-14 Edward Bulwer-Lytton--who coined the terms the great unwashed and the pen is
mightier than the sword--is best remembered for persuading Dickens to change the ending of Great
Expectations; but Lord Lytton was a prolific and influential novelist in his own right, inspiring Edgar
Allan Poe, H. Rider Haggard and Madame Blavatsky, among others. His radicalism was applauded
by William Godwin, the father of both Mary Shelley and the anarchist movement, and his ideas about
power foreshadowed those of Friedrich Nietzsche. Fascinated by crime, Bulwer-Lytton was an
outspoken critic of his society, both in his novels and throughout his political career. Equally
fascinated by paranormal phenomena, he wrote two of the most important occult fantasies in English
literature and set the agenda of the Society for Psychical Research. His historical romance The Last
Days of Pompeii has inspired several movies and a star-studded television series, while his stately
home at Knebworth has provided brooding Gothic backdrops for many other films. This book covers
Bulwer-Lytton's novels in detail, exploring their influence on writers and film makers and, via
Richard Wagner's operatic adaptation of Rienzi, the catastrophe of Adolf Hitler.

dennis wheatley the devil rides out: The British Horror Film Ian Fryer, 2017-11-07 2017 is
the 60th anniversary of the release of Hammer’s first Gothic horror film and the birth of the British
horror genre: The Curse of FrankensteinA complete guide to a perennially and hugely popular
British movie genreAn ideal read for anyone from the interested newcomer to the experienced film
buffFeatures popular British stars such as Boris Karloff, Sir Christopher Lee, Peter Cushing and
Simon Pegg When Hammer broke box office records in 1957 with The Curse of Frankenstein, the
company not only resurrected the Gothic horror film, but created a particularly British-flavoured
form of horror that swept the world. The British Horror Film from the Silent to the Multiplex is your
guide to the films, actors and filmmakers who have thrilled and terrified generations of movie fans.
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