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revolution by simon schama
Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution by Simon Schama is a
comprehensive and vividly detailed account of one of the most transformative
periods in French and world history. Written by renowned historian Simon
Schama, this book offers readers an immersive narrative that captures the
tumult, passion, and complexity of the French Revolution. Schama’s engaging
storytelling, combined with meticulous research, makes Citizens a must-read
for history enthusiasts, students, and anyone interested in understanding the
profound societal changes that reshaped France and laid the groundwork for
modern democracy.

Overview of Citizens: A Chronicle of the French
Revolution by Simon Schama

Schama’s Citizens was published in 1989 and quickly garnered acclaim for its
lively prose and deep insight into the revolutionary era. Unlike traditional
histories that focus solely on political events or ideological battles,
Schama’s work emphasizes the human stories, societal upheavals, and emotional
currents that fueled the revolution. The book covers the period from the late
18th century’s socio-economic tensions to the fall of Robespierre and beyond,
providing a panoramic view of revolutionary France.

Schama’s narrative approach makes complex historical events accessible and
engaging, weaving together political intrigue, popular uprisings, and
personal stories of ordinary citizens and revolutionary leaders alike. His
vivid descriptions bring to life the vibrant streets of Paris, the chaos of
the storming of the Bastille, and the ideological fervor that swept through
the nation. Citizens is as much a story of human aspiration and fear as it is
a political chronicle, highlighting the revolution’s profound impact on ideas
of citizenship, rights, and identity.

Main Themes in Citizens: A Chronicle of the
French Revolution by Simon Schama

Schama’s book explores several core themes that define the French Revolution
and continue to resonate today.



1. The Role of Ordinary Citizens in the Revolution

One of the defining features of Schama’s Citizens is its focus on the active
participation of everyday people. Unlike many histories that concentrate on
the actions of kings, aristocrats, or revolutionary elites, Schama emphasizes
how ordinary Parisians, artisans, workers, women, and poor citizens drove
much of the revolution’s momentum.

Popular Uprisings: The storming of the Bastille, the March on
Versailles, and countless other demonstrations illustrate grassroots
involvement.

Citizens’ Emotions: Fear, hope, anger, and violence are portrayed as
powerful motivators shaping revolutionary events.

Role of Women: Women’s marches and demonstrations, especially the
Women’s March on Versailles, highlight gendered participation in
revolutionary activism.

Schama portrays these citizens not merely as passive victims but as active
agents whose collective actions challenged existing power structures and
reshaped society.

2. The Complexity of Revolutionary Ideology

Schama delves into the ideological currents that fueled the revolution,
illustrating how ideas of liberty, equality, and fraternity were interpreted
and sometimes distorted by different factions.

The Enlightenment: Thinkers like Rousseau and Voltaire inspired
revolutionary ideals but also created ideological conflicts.

Radical vs. Moderate Factions: The tension between moderates like the
Girondins and radicals like the Jacobins led to internal struggles.

Violence and Terror: The Reign of Terror exemplifies how revolutionary
ideals could descend into brutality.

Schama emphasizes that the revolution was not a straightforward march toward
democratic ideals but a tumultuous contest of competing visions for France’s
future.



3. The Violence and Chaos of the Revolution

A central theme in Citizens is the revolutionary violence that permeated the
period. Schama does not shy away from depicting the brutal realities faced by
citizens.

The Guillotine: Symbol of revolutionary justice and terror, its use
underscored the era’s brutality.

Mass Executions: Thousands, including King Louis XVI and Queen Marie
Antoinette, met their end amid political upheaval.

Internal Conflicts: Factions within the revolution fought not only
external enemies but also each other, leading to chaos and bloodshed.

Schama argues that violence was both a consequence of revolutionary ideals
and a catalyst that radicalized the movement further.

The Narrative Style and Approach of Simon
Schama

Schama’s Citizens is distinguished by its narrative richness and human focus.
His storytelling style combines vivid descriptions, personal anecdotes, and
detailed character portrayals, making history come alive.

1. Emphasis on Personal Stories

Throughout the book, Schama highlights individual lives and experiences, from
revolutionary leaders like Robespierre to common citizens caught in the
upheaval. These stories serve to humanize the grand historical events,
illustrating how societal shifts affected real people.

2. Use of Primary Sources

Schama incorporates letters, diaries, speeches, and other primary documents
to provide authenticity and depth. This approach allows readers to access the
voices of those who lived through the revolution, offering diverse
perspectives.



3. Vivid Descriptions of Key Events

From the storming of the Bastille to the execution of Louis XVI, Schama’s
detailed recountings offer a visceral sense of the chaos and passion of the
era. His descriptive style immerses readers in the sights, sounds, and
emotions of revolutionary France.

Impact and Significance of Citizens: A
Chronicle of the French Revolution

Schama’s Citizens has had a lasting impact on the historiography of the
French Revolution. Its focus on popular participation and its human-centered
narrative challenge traditional top-down accounts centered on political
elites.

1. Challenging Conventional Narratives

By emphasizing the role of ordinary citizens, Schama shifts the perspective
from a solely elite-driven revolution to one driven by mass participation.
This approach broadens understanding of revolutionary dynamics.

2. Influencing Future Scholarship

Schama’s detailed storytelling and emphasis on emotional history have
inspired subsequent historians to explore the social and cultural aspects of
revolutionary movements.

3. Popular Reception

The book’s engaging style has made it accessible beyond academic circles,
appealing to general readers interested in history, politics, and human
stories.

Why Read Citizens: A Chronicle of the French
Revolution by Simon Schama?

There are several compelling reasons to read Schama’s Citizens:



It offers a vivid, human-centered narrative of the French Revolution.

It highlights the crucial role of ordinary citizens and grassroots
movements.

It provides a nuanced exploration of revolutionary ideas, conflicts, and
violence.

It combines scholarly research with engaging storytelling, making
complex history accessible.

Whether you are a student seeking a comprehensive overview or a history
enthusiast craving detailed narratives, Schama’s Citizens provides invaluable
insights into one of history’s most pivotal moments.

Conclusion

Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution by Simon Schama remains a
landmark work that captures the chaos, passion, and profundity of the
revolutionary era. Through its focus on human stories, ideological struggles,
and grassroots participation, Schama presents a multifaceted view of the
revolution that continues to influence how we understand this transformative
period. Its vivid storytelling and meticulous research make it an essential
read for anyone interested in the history of democracy, social change, and
the enduring power of citizens to shape their destiny.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Simon Schama's 'Citizens:
A Chronicle of the French Revolution'?
Simon Schama's 'Citizens' provides a detailed narrative of the French
Revolution, emphasizing the political upheavals, social changes, and the role
of ordinary citizens in shaping revolutionary France.

How does Schama depict the role of the common people
during the French Revolution?
Schama portrays the common people as active participants and catalysts of
change, highlighting their passions, fears, and contributions that drove the
revolutionary movement forward.



What unique perspective does Schama offer in his
chronicle of the French Revolution?
Schama offers a vivid, narrative-driven account that balances political
events with social and cultural dynamics, providing a comprehensive view of
the revolution's complexity and human dimension.

How has 'Citizens' by Simon Schama been received in
academic and popular circles?
The book has been praised for its engaging storytelling, meticulous research,
and nuanced analysis, making it a popular and influential work among both
scholars and general readers interested in the French Revolution.

What are some of the key themes explored in
'Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution'?
Key themes include the nature of political violence, the importance of civic
participation, the impact of revolutionary ideals, and the complex interplay
between social classes during the upheaval.

Additional Resources
Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution by Simon Schama is a masterful
and comprehensive exploration of one of history’s most transformative
periods. With a narrative that combines meticulous research, vivid
storytelling, and nuanced analysis, Schama's work offers readers a compelling
account of the tumultuous events that shaped modern France and, by extension,
the world. This book stands out not only for its scholarly depth but also for
its engaging prose, making the complex web of revolutionary France accessible
to both academics and general readers alike.

---

Overview of the Book

Simon Schama’s Citizens is a detailed chronicle that spans the years leading
up to, during, and immediately after the French Revolution. The book
emphasizes the human stories behind political upheaval, capturing the
passions, fears, and ambitions of a wide array of individuals—from
aristocrats and revolutionaries to common citizens. Schama’s approach is both
narrative and analytic, weaving together political history with social and
cultural insights to paint a comprehensive picture of revolutionary France.

The book’s scope is broad, covering key events such as the Estates-General,



the fall of the Bastille, the Reign of Terror, and the rise of Napoleon. It
also delves into the social and economic conditions that fueled revolutionary
fervor, highlighting the complexities and contradictions inherent in this
seismic upheaval. Schama’s narrative is rich with vivid descriptions,
personal anecdotes, and detailed accounts, making it a lively and immersive
reading experience.

---

Strengths of the Book

1. Rich Narrative Style
Schama’s storytelling is compelling and accessible, bringing historical
figures and events to life. His vivid descriptions and engaging prose make
complex political developments understandable and captivating.

2. Human-Centered Approach
Unlike some histories that focus solely on political machinations, Citizens
emphasizes individual stories and societal reactions. This humanization
provides a more nuanced understanding of the revolution’s impact on everyday
people.

3. Extensive Research and Detail
The book is meticulously researched, drawing on a wide array of primary
sources, including letters, diaries, and official documents. This depth lends
credibility and richness to the narrative.

4. Balanced Perspective
Schama presents a balanced view that neither idolizes nor vilifies the
revolutionaries nor the ancien régime. He explores the motivations, fears,
and contradictions of all parties involved, giving the reader a nuanced
perspective.

5. Cultural and Social Context
The book situates political events within the broader cultural and social
frameworks of 18th-century France, helping readers understand the societal
tensions that fueled revolutionary change.

---



Weaknesses and Criticisms

1. Length and Density
As a detailed chronicle, Citizens is quite lengthy and dense, which may be
daunting for casual readers or those new to the subject. Some may find the
level of detail overwhelming.

2. Focus on Narrative Over Analysis
While the storytelling is compelling, critics argue that Schama sometimes
prioritizes narrative flair over deep analytical engagement with certain
themes or historiographical debates.

3. Eurocentric Perspective
The book primarily focuses on the political and social elite of France, with
less emphasis on broader international influences or perspectives from common
citizens across different regions.

4. Limited Discussion of Long-Term Impact
While the book thoroughly covers the revolutionary events, it offers
comparatively less on the long-term consequences of the Revolution beyond the
immediate aftermath.

---

Key Themes and Features

The Role of Violence and Terror
Schama does not shy away from depicting the violence, chaos, and brutality
that characterized the Revolution, especially during the Reign of Terror. His
descriptions underscore how revolutionary ideals often devolved into savage
acts, raising questions about the nature of revolutionary justice and
morality.

Political Intrigue and Power Struggles
A significant feature of the book is its detailed portrayal of the political
machinations and power struggles among revolutionary leaders, monarchy



supporters, and external enemies. Schama vividly narrates these conflicts,
revealing the human ambitions and fears behind political decisions.

Social Change and Class Dynamics
Citizens explores the shifting social identities and class dynamics,
illustrating how the revolution dismantled old hierarchies and created new
social realities. The book emphasizes the agency of ordinary citizens and
their roles in shaping the revolution.

Symbolism and Cultural Shifts
Schama highlights how revolutionary ideals permeated art, literature, and
public rituals, reflecting profound cultural shifts. These cultural elements
helped forge a new national identity, even amid ongoing chaos.

---

Historical Significance and Impact

Schama’s Citizens offers valuable insights into the nature of revolutionary
change, illustrating how ideals can be both inspiring and destructive. The
book demonstrates that the French Revolution was not a monolithic event but a
complex interplay of social forces, individual actions, and ideological
conflicts. It challenges simplistic narratives of good versus evil, instead
presenting a nuanced view of a society in upheaval.

The book’s relevance extends beyond history, offering lessons about the
potential dangers and promises of revolutionary movements, the importance of
civic engagement, and the perennial struggles for justice and equality.

---

Who Would Benefit from Reading Citizens?

- History enthusiasts seeking a detailed and engaging account of the French
Revolution.
- Students studying European history, political science, or social movements.
- Readers interested in human stories behind major political events.
- Academics looking for a comprehensive narrative that integrates social,
cultural, and political dimensions.

---



Conclusion

Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution by Simon Schama is an
exceptional work that blends storytelling prowess with scholarly rigor. While
its length and detail may be challenging for some, the richness of its
narrative and depth of analysis make it a valuable resource for anyone
interested in understanding the complexities of revolutionary change.
Schama’s portrayal of the revolution as a tumultuous, human-centered saga
underscores the enduring relevance of these events in shaping notions of
citizenship, justice, and societal transformation. For those willing to
immerse themselves in the intricate web of 18th-century France, Citizens
offers a rewarding and enlightening journey into one of history’s most
pivotal moments.

Citizens A Chronicle Of The French Revolution By Simon
Schama

  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: Citizens Simon Schama,
1989 From the author of The Embarrassment of Riches, this is a history of the French Revolution. At
the heart of this account is the story of the transformation of subjects to citizens. The author aims to
show a France infatuated with novelty and technology in the midst of dramatic economic change.
The darkening of the original euphoric vision of liberty into a scenario of hunger, anger, terror and
death is the author's theme, as he draws on available material of social and cultural history.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: Citizens Simon Schama,
1990-03-17 In this New York Times bestseller, award-winning author Simon Schama presents an
ebullient country, vital and inventive, infatuated with novelty and technology--a strikingly fresh view
of Louis XVI's France. One of the great landmarks of modern history publishing, Citizens: A
Chronicle of the French Revolution is the most authoritative social, cultural, and narrative history of
the French Revolution ever produced.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: Citizens Simon Schama,
1989 This award-winning, worldwide bestseller is an authoritative social, cultural and narrative
history of the French Revolution.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: The French Revolution
Gary Kates, 2006 Collating key texts at the forefront of new research and interpretation, this
updated second edition adds new articles on the Terror and race/colonial issues, and studies all
aspects of this major event, from its origins through to its consequences.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: The French Revolution
and the Birth of Modernity Ferenc Fehér, 2023-11-15 Written from widely different perspectives,
these essays characterize the Great Revolution as the dawn of the modern age, the grand narrative
of modernity. The scope of issues under scrutiny is extremely broad, ranging from the analyses of
the hotly debated class character of 1789 and the problem of the nation state to the “Cult of the
Supreme Being,” the emancipation of the Jews, and the cultural heritage of the Revolution. This title
is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s
mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact.
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1990.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: The Genesis of the
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French Revolution Bailey Stone, 1994-02-25 This book, first published in 2004, offers an
interesting synthesis of the long- and short-term causes of the French Revolution.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: The French Revolution and
the People David Andress, 2004-01-01 Shares the personal stories of middle-class citizens and
peasants who experienced the French Revolution firsthand, discussing their everyday lives and the
factors that motivated their participation in the conflict's political and social upheavals.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: Non-Violence and the
French Revolution Micah Alpaugh, 2015 Challenging scholarly emphasis on French Revolutionary
violence, this book instead examines the prevalence of peaceful, democratic methods in Parisian
protest.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: Global Ramifications of the
French Revolution Joseph Klaits, Michael Haltzel, Lee H. Hamilton, 2002-06-06 Essays on the French
Revolution's historical and ongoing impact in different parts of the world.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: The Social Interpretation
of the French Revolution Alfred Cobban, 1999-05-27 Alfred Cobban's The Social Interpretation of
the French Revolution is one of the acknowledged classics of post-war historiography. This
'revisionist' analysis of the French Revolution caused a furore on first publication in 1964,
challenging as it did established orthodoxies during the crucial period of the Cold War. Cobban saw
the French Revolution as central to the 'grand narrative of modern history', but provided a salutary
corrective to many celebrated social explanations, determinist and otherwise, of its origins and
development. A generation later this concise but powerful intervention was reissued in this 1999
edition with an introduction by Gwynne Lewis, providing students with both a context for Cobban's
own arguments, and assessing the course of Revolutionary studies in the wake of The Social
Interpretation. This book remains a handbook of revisionism for Anglo-Saxon scholars, and is
essential reading for all students of French history at undergraduate level and above.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: The Real Story of the
French Revolution Mike Wells, 2024-07-31 A look at the leading figure in the Haitian Revolution,
Toussaint Louverture, challenging myths and exploring the vivid, often horrifying events of colonial
history. The French Revolution was a period of radical political and societal change in the eighteenth
century. Everyone knows about the guillotine and the grisly processions of tumbrils, but less is
generally appreciated about the much greater violence in provincial France. This book examines the
beliefs and assumptions about the French Revolution which have become popularised in films and
novels but also accepted in standard accounts to see if they stand up to scrutiny. There is no attempt
to deny the intense drama of the whole revolutionary period but rather to separate myth and reality.
There are chapters on the development of the constitutional monarchy and its failure and also on the
tragic period of the Terror which for many is the most characteristic period. The role of women in
this period is one of huge turmoil as well as the impact of the Revolution on the French colonies and
in particular Saint-Domingue in the West Indies. This book looks at the leading figure in the Haitian
Revolution, Toussaint Louverture, with some myths being challenged and attempts to reach a
realistic judgement as well as exploring some of the vivid, if at times horrifying, events of this key
part of the history of colonialism. It includes a critical look at commonly held beliefs about the
Revolution and its aftermath. It is also an account of many of the highly colorful and dramatic events
and personalities for those who want to get beneath the surface of one of the most absorbing periods
of history. The range of extraordinary people in the Revolution has led to many fictional accounts
and we look at many of their lives, but also at the way that a period of intense belief impacted
ordinary people with often tragic results. It really was ‘the best of times and the worst of times’.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: The Legacy of the French
Revolution Ralph C. Hancock, L. Gary Lambert, 1996 This work aims to clarify the distinctive
character of the French Revolution by tracing the philosophical sources of its rhetoric and
comparing it to that of the American Revolution.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: Enquiring History: The



French Revolution Dave Martin, 2013-02-22 Think more deeply and work more independently at A
level History through a carefully thought-out enquiry approach from SHP. Enquiring History: It
makes you think! The OFSTED report on school history suggests that the current generation of A
Level students have been poorly served by exam-based textbooks which spoon-feed students while
failing to enthuse them or develop deeper understandings of studying History The Schools History
Project has risen to this challenge with a new series for the next generation. Enquiring History is
SHP's fresh approach to Advanced Level History that aims: - To motivate and engage readers - To
help readers think and gain independence as learners - To encourage enquiry, and deeper
understanding of periods and the people of the past - To engage with current scholarship - To
prepare A Level students for university Key features of each Student book - Clear compelling
narrative - books are designed to be read cover to cover - Structured enquiries - that explore the
core content and issues of each period - 'Insight' panels between enquiries provide context,
overview, and extension - Full colour illustrations throughout Web-based support includes - lesson
planning tools and activities for teachers - Dynamic eBooks for whole class teaching or individual
student reading - Exam advice for each specification The French Revolution This title covers the
turbulent history of France from 1774 to 1802 and the revolutionary events and larger than life
individuals whose ideas and actions sent shock waves around Europe. Each enquiry tackles a
discrete topic which together build a rounded and balanced picture of the causes, the course, the
consequences, and the historiography of the revolution. As William Doyle puts it: 'There are few
periods in history when so many benevolent intentions led to such unintended chaos and
destruction, ...'How and why did this happen? What can we learn from it? What has the French
Revolution got to say to us today? Web-based support includes - lesson planning tools and guidance
for teachers available from the SHP website
http://www.schoolshistoryproject.org.uk/Publishing/BooksSHP- eBooks for whole class teaching or
individual student reading available from eBook retailers
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: The University of Notre
Dame Thomas E. Blantz C.S.C., 2020-08-31 Thomas Blantz’s monumental The University of Notre
Dame: A History tells the story of the renowned Catholic university’s growth and development from
a primitive grade school and high school founded in 1842 by the Congregation of Holy Cross in the
wilds of northern Indiana to the acclaimed undergraduate and research institution it became by the
early twenty-first century. Its growth was not always smooth—slowed at times by wars, financial
challenges, fires, and illnesses. It is the story both of a successful institution and of the men and
women who made it so: Father Edward Sorin, the twenty-eight-year-old French priest and visionary
founder; Father William Corby, later two-term Notre Dame president, who gave absolution to the
soldiers of the Irish Brigade at the Battle of Gettysburg; the hundreds of Holy Cross brothers,
sisters, and priests whose faithful service in classrooms, student residence halls, and across campus
kept the university progressing through difficult years; a dedicated lay faculty teaching too many
classes for too few dollars to assure the university would survive; Knute Rockne, a successful
chemistry teacher but an even more successful football coach, elevating Notre Dame to national
athletic prominence; Father Theodore M. Hesburgh, president for thirty-five years; the 325
undergraduate young women who were the first to enroll at Notre Dame in 1972; and thousands of
others. Blantz captures the strong connections that exist between Notre Dame’s founding and early
life and today’s university. Alumni, faculty, students, friends of the university, and fans of the
Fighting Irish will want to own this indispensable, definitive history of one of America’s leading
universities. Simultaneously detailed and documented yet lively and interesting, The University of
Notre Dame: A History is the most complete and up-to-date history of the university available.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: Apostles of Revolution John
Ferling, 2018-05-15 From acclaimed historian John Ferling, the story of Thomas Jefferson, Thomas
Paine, and James Monroe's involvement in the American and French Revolutions and their quest for
sweeping change in both America and Europe. Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine, and James Monroe
hazarded all in quest of revolutions. As founding fathers, they risked their lives and their liberty for



American independence, and as reformers, each rejoiced at the opportunity to be part of the French
Revolution, praying that it in turn would inspire others to sweep away Europe's monarchies and
titled nobilities. For these three men, real revolution would lead to substantive political and social
alterations and an escape from royal and aristocratic rule. But as the eighteenth century unfolded,
these three separated onto different routes to revolution-two became soldiers, two became writers,
and two became statesmen-and their united cause but divided means reshaped their country and the
Western world. Apostles of Revolution spans a crucial time in Western Civilization. The era ranged
from the American insurgency against Great Britain to the Declaration of Independence, from
desperate engagements on American battlefields to the bloody Terror in France. It culminates with
the tumultuous election of 1800, the outcome of which – according to Jefferson – saved the American
Revolution. Written as a sweeping narrative of a turbulent and pivotal era, Apostles of the
Revolution captures the spirit of our founding fathers and the history of America and Europe's great
turning point.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: Living the French
Revolution, 1789-1799 P. McPhee, 2006-10-10 What did it mean to live through the French
Revolution? This volume provides a coherent and expansive portrait of revolutionary life by
exploring the lived experience of the people of France's villages and country towns, revealing how
The Revolution had a dramatic impact on daily life from family relations to religious practices.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: The Modernization of
the Western World John McGrath, Kathleen Callanan Martin, 2017-11-06 The Modernization of the
Western World presents an overview of the history of Western civilization and provides readers with
the intellectual tools they need to comprehend how societies function and change. Covering Western
history from ancient history to the current era of globalization, it draws on the tradition of historical
sociology to describe the forces of social change and what they have meant to the lives of the people
caught in the midst of them. This second edition is revised throughout to bring the content up to
date with recent developments and discusses key themes such as terrorism, refugees, the European
Union and multinational corporations. It also includes a new chapter on the Ancient World, covering
this era from the advent of urbanization and agriculture in the Middle East to the fall of Rome and
emergence of Christianity, providing valuable historical context. Clear and concise, this book
succinctly illustrates the essential turning points in the history of Western society and identifies the
economic, social, political and cultural forces that are transforming the wider world to this day.
Illustrated with maps and images and containing a glossary and new boxed features explaining key
concepts, this is the perfect introductory book for students of the development of Western
civilization.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: Surviving the French
Revolution Bette W. Oliver, 2013-06-10 The unleashing of the French Revolution in 1789 resulted in
the acceleration of time coupled with an inability to predict what might happen next. As
unprecedented events outpaced the days, those caught up in the whirlwind had little time to make
judicious decisions about which course of action to follow. The lack of reliable information and
delays in communication between Paris and the provinces only exacerbated the situation.
Consequently, some fled into exile in Europe and the United States, while others remained to take
advantage of new opportunities provided by the revolutionary government. Between 1789 and 1794,
the government moved from a position of hopeful cooperation to one of desperate measures
instigated during the Terror of 1793–1794. As a result, those French citizens who had fled early in
the revolution, including many aristocrats and the king's brothers, as well as the artist Elisabeth
Vigee-LeBrun, could not return until many years later, while those who had remained, such as
Vigée-LeBrun’s husband, the art dealer Jean-Baptiste Pierre LeBrun, as well as the artist
Jacques-Louis David, the writers Sébastien Chamfort and André Chénier, and expelled Girondin
deputies, chose survival strategies that they hoped would be successful. For all those concerned,
timing was key to survival, and those who lived found that they had crossed a bridge between the
Ancien Régime and the beginning of the modern world. It would not be possible to grasp the full



import of the period between 1789 and 1795 until time had decelerated to a more reasonable level
after the fall of Robespierre in 1794. Yet few could have then imagined that almost one hundred
years would pass before a stable French republic would be established.
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: Reinterpreting the French
Revolution Bailey Stone, 2002-10-21 Publisher Description
  citizens a chronicle of the french revolution by simon schama: The Age of Atlantic
Revolution Patrick Griffin, 2023-05-16 A bold new account of the Age of Revolution, one of the most
complex and vast transformations in human history “A fresh and illuminating framework for
understanding our past and imagining our future. Powerfully argued and engagingly written, Patrick
Griffin’s timely account of revolutionary regime change and reaction shows how a world of empires
became our world of nation-states.”—Peter S. Onuf, coauthor of Most Blessed of the Patriarchs
“When we speak of an age of revolution, what do we mean? In this synoptic, compelling book,
Patrick Griffin asks the difficult questions and invites readers to reconsider the answers.”—Eliga
Gould, author of Among the Powers of the Earth The Age of Atlantic Revolution was a defining
moment in western history. Our understanding of rights, of what makes the individual an individual,
of how to define a citizen versus a subject, of what states should or should not do, of how labor,
politics, and trade would be organized, of the relationship between the church and the state, and of
our attachment to the nation all derive from this period (c. 1750–1850). Historian Patrick Griffin
shows that the Age of Atlantic Revolution was rooted in how people in an interconnected world
struggled through violence, liberation, and war to reimagine themselves and sovereignty. Tying
together the revolutions, crises, and conflicts that undid British North America, transformed France,
created Haiti, overturned Latin America, challenged Britain and Europe, vexed Ireland, and
marginalized West Africa, Griffin tells a transnational tale of how empires became nations and how
our world came into being.
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