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Carlton Ware is a renowned name in the world of fine ceramics and decorative
china, celebrated for its vibrant colors, intricate designs, and high-quality
craftsmanship. For collectors, enthusiasts, and investors alike,
understanding the history, patterns, and market values of Carlton Ware pieces
is essential. This comprehensive guide aims to provide an in-depth overview
of Carlton Ware, including its history, popular patterns, identification
tips, and a detailed price guide to help you assess the value of various
items.

---

History of Carlton Ware

Origins and Development
Carlton Ware was established in 1890 in the Staffordshire region of England,
a hub for ceramics manufacturing. Originally founded as a pottery company, it
quickly gained recognition for its innovative designs and vibrant glazes.
Throughout the 20th century, Carlton Ware became synonymous with stylish and
collectible decorative ceramics.

Evolution and Popularity
Over the decades, Carlton Ware expanded its product line from functional
tableware to ornamental pieces, including figurines, vases, and decorative
plaques. Its distinctive style evolved through various design eras, including
Art Deco influences of the 1920s and 1930s, as well as more contemporary
motifs in later years.

Key Milestones

1890: Foundation of Carlton Ware in Staffordshire.1.

1920s-1930s: Rise in popularity during the Art Deco period.2.

1950s-1960s: Expansion into a broader range of decorative items.3.

Late 20th century: Decline in production, leading to collector interest.4.



---

Designs and Patterns

Popular Carlton Ware Patterns
Carlton Ware is renowned for its diverse and striking patterns, which have
become highly sought after by collectors. Some of the most iconic include:

Rose Pattern: Features vibrant roses and foliage, often in bright
colors.

Enchantment: A whimsical design with fantastical figures and floral
motifs.

Blue Dragon: Oriental-inspired design with a blue and white palette.

Chintz: Bright, multi-colored floral patterns inspired by textile
designs.

Fantasy and Figurines: Includes mythical creatures, animals, and
decorative figurines.

Design Eras
Understanding the era in which a piece was made can significantly influence
its value:

Art Deco (1920s-1930s): Geometric shapes, bold colors, and stylized1.
motifs.

Post-War (1940s-1950s): More subdued palettes with floral and pastoral2.
themes.

Modern Revival (1970s-1980s): Nostalgic designs and experimental3.
glazing.

Identifying Carlton Ware Items
To authenticate and appraise Carlton Ware, consider the following:



Maker’s Mark: Look for the Carlton Ware stamp, usually on the underside,1.
which may include the name, logo, or pattern code.

Material and Craftsmanship: Carlton Ware typically features fine2.
porcelain or earthenware with high-quality glazing.

Design Details: Examine the motifs and colors; authentic pieces display3.
detailed, vibrant decoration.

Pattern Recognition: Familiarize yourself with signature patterns and4.
their characteristic features.

---

Collecting Carlton Ware

Tips for Collectors

Research: Study pattern catalogues, auction results, and collector1.
guides to familiarize yourself with key pieces.

Condition: Items in excellent condition—no chips, cracks, or2.
restoration—are more valuable.

Authenticity: Always verify marks and provenance to avoid reproductions3.
or fakes.

Storage and Display: Keep items in a stable environment away from direct4.
sunlight and extreme temperatures.

Popular Collectible Items

Figurines: Mythical creatures, animals, and people.

Vases and Jugs: Especially those with intricate patterns or unusual
shapes.

Tea and Coffee Sets: Complete sets with matching cups, saucers, and
teapots.

Decorative Plates and Plaques: Often featuring scenic or floral designs.



---

Market and Price Guide

Factors Affecting Price
The value of Carlton Ware items depends on several factors:

Age: Older pieces, especially from the early 20th century, tend to be1.
more valuable.

Rarity: Limited editions, unusual patterns, or unique shapes fetch2.
higher prices.

Condition: Pristine pieces with minimal wear or damage are worth more.3.

Design and Pattern: Iconic or highly collectible patterns command4.
premium prices.

Size: Larger items like vases or figurines can be more valuable than5.
smaller pieces.

Price Range Overview
Below is a general guide to the current market values for common Carlton Ware
items, based on recent auction results and collector sales:

Item Type Typical Price Range
(GBP)

Notes

Miniature Figurines £20 - £50 Common patterns, good condition

Decorative Plates £50 - £150 Rare patterns or signed pieces can go higher

Vases (medium size) £100 - £300 Art Deco designs are particularly desirable

Complete Tea Sets £200 - £600
Matching sets in excellent condition are highly
sought after

Rare or Early Pieces £500 and above
Limited editions, unique shapes, or early works



Tips for Buying and Selling

Research Market Trends: Check recent auction results and online1.
marketplaces.

Authenticate Items: Ensure genuine marks and provenance before2.
purchasing.

Condition is Key: Be prepared to negotiate based on condition and3.
rarity.

Professional Appraisal: For valuable pieces, consider consulting a4.
specialist.

---

Care and Maintenance of Carlton Ware

Cleaning Tips

Use a soft, damp cloth to clean surfaces.

Avoid abrasive cleaners or scrubbers that could damage glazing.

For stubborn stains, mild soap solutions are recommended.

Ensure items are thoroughly dried to prevent moisture damage.

Handling and Storage

Handle with care, supporting the base and avoiding pressure on delicate1.
parts.

Store in a stable environment with controlled temperature and humidity.2.

Avoid stacking items directly on top of each other; use padding if3.
necessary.

Display items in secure cases or on stable shelves to prevent accidents.4.



---

Conclusion

Carlton Ware remains a highly collectible and admired brand within the
ceramics community. Its vibrant designs, historical significance, and
craftsmanship continue to attract enthusiasts and investors. Whether you're a
seasoned collector or a newcomer looking to acquire your first piece,
understanding the history, patterns, and market values is essential. Remember
to verify authenticity, prioritize condition, and stay informed about current
market trends to make informed purchasing decisions. With proper care and
knowledge, Carlton Ware pieces can be valuable additions to any collection,
treasured for generations to come.

---

Disclaimer: Prices vary

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Carlton Ware and why is it considered
collectible?
Carlton Ware is a renowned British pottery brand known for its vibrant glazes
and distinctive Art Deco designs. It is considered collectible due to its
historical significance, unique craftsmanship, and enduring popularity among
ceramic enthusiasts.

How can I identify authentic Carlton Ware pieces?
Authentic Carlton Ware can be identified by its backstamps, which often
include the Carlton Ware logo and sometimes the pattern name or number.
Additionally, authentic pieces display high-quality glazing, detailed
designs, and consistent craftsmanship typical of the brand's standards.

What are the most sought-after Carlton Ware
patterns?
Some of the most sought-after Carlton Ware patterns include 'Pomegranate,'
'Wildflower,' 'Gothic,' and 'Dragon.' Limited editions and rare color
variants also tend to be highly desirable among collectors.



What factors influence the value of Carlton Ware
collectibles?
Factors include the rarity of the pattern or piece, condition (damage-free
and well-preserved), age, provenance, and whether it is part of a complete
set or collection. Vintage and limited-edition items generally have higher
value.

What is the typical price range for Carlton Ware
pieces?
Prices vary widely depending on rarity and condition, but common pieces may
range from £20 to £100. Rare or desirable items, especially in excellent
condition, can fetch hundreds or even thousands of pounds at auction.

Are there specific periods when Carlton Ware was
most popular?
Yes, Carlton Ware was particularly popular during the 1920s to 1950s, with
some of its most iconic designs emerging in the Art Deco period. Collectors
often seek items from these decades due to their distinctive style and
historical significance.

How should I care for and clean Carlton Ware to
maintain its value?
Care should involve gentle hand washing with mild soap and avoiding abrasive
cleaners or dishwasher use. Store pieces in a stable environment, away from
direct sunlight and extreme temperatures, to prevent fading or damage.

Where can I find reliable price guides and
appraisals for Carlton Ware?
Reliable sources include auction house catalogs, specialized ceramics price
guides, online auction platforms like eBay, and reputable antique dealers.
Consulting with professional appraisers can also provide accurate valuations.

Are there any emerging trends in Carlton Ware
collecting?
Yes, recent trends include a growing interest in rare and limited-edition
items, vintage packaging, and pieces with unique glazes or color variations.
Additionally, modern reproductions are being distinguished from authentic
vintage pieces, which influences collecting strategies.



Additional Resources
Carlton Ware: The Complete Guide Including a Price Guide

Carlton Ware: The Complete Guide Including a Price Guide offers collectors,
enthusiasts, and newcomers alike an in-depth look into one of Britain’s most
iconic and enduring ceramics manufacturers. Known for its vibrant glazes,
intricate designs, and a rich history spanning nearly a century, Carlton Ware
has cemented its place as a beloved name in ceramics collectibles. Whether
you're new to the world of Carlton Ware or a seasoned collector, this guide
aims to provide comprehensive insights into the company's history, key
patterns, identifying features, and current market values.

---

The History of Carlton Ware: A Heritage of Innovation and Elegance

Origins and Early Years (1890s–1930s)

Founded in 1891 in the Staffordshire Potteries, Carlton Ware was initially
established as a small pottery firm. During its early years, it concentrated
on producing decorative ceramics, but it was in the 1920s that the company
began to develop its distinctive style. The interwar period marked a pivotal
phase, characterized by experimentation with glazes and innovative decorative
techniques.

Post-War Expansion and Style Evolution (1940s–1960s)

Post-World War II, Carlton Ware experienced significant growth, driven by a
surge in demand for stylish homeware. The 1950s and 60s are considered the
company's golden era, showcasing bold, colorful glazes and modernist designs.
During this period, Carlton Ware introduced a range of popular patterns that
remain highly collectible today, such as the "Royal Wove" and "Moorcroft"
series.

Decline and Closure (1970s–2000)

Despite its success, Carlton Ware faced stiff competition from mass-produced
ceramics and changing consumer tastes. In the late 1970s, production slowed,
and by 2000, the company ceased manufacturing. However, its legacy persisted
through dedicated collectors and the enduring appeal of its unique designs.

---

Recognizable Features of Carlton Ware Ceramics

Understanding what makes Carlton Ware distinct is essential for
identification and valuation. Here are key features and characteristics:

1. Glazing Techniques



- Vibrant, opaque glazes: Carlton Ware is renowned for its bright, jewel-
toned glazes, often with a glossy finish.
- Decorative effects: Techniques like "crackle" glaze, "matt" finishes, and
layered glazes are common.
- Special effects: Some pieces feature metallic or iridescent finishes,
adding to their visual appeal.

2. Common Patterns and Motifs

- Floral and botanical designs: Including roses, daisies, and exotic flowers.
- Animal motifs: Birds, butterflies, and fish are frequent themes.
- Abstract and geometric patterns: Especially during the mid-century modern
period.
- Themed series: Such as "Royal Wove," "Moorcroft," "Old Britain Castles,"
and "Tudric."

3. Markings and Signatures

- Maker’s marks: Usually stamped or incised on the base, often including
"Carlton Ware," "Staffordshire," or the company's logo.
- Pattern codes: Alphanumeric codes indicating specific patterns or
production runs.
- Date marks: Some pieces include date stamps, aiding in dating and
valuation.

---

Key Periods and Notable Patterns

The 1920s–1930s: Beginnings and Art Deco Influence

Early Carlton Ware pieces exhibit Art Deco influences, with streamlined forms
and geometric designs. Patterns like "Caroline" and "Coral" from this era are
highly collectible.

The 1950s–1960s: Bright Colors and Modernist Style

This era is marked by bold patterns and experimental glaze techniques. The
"Royal Wove" series, with its distinctive woven effect, is emblematic of this
period.

The 1970s: Transition and Decline

Although production dwindled, some experimental pieces emerged, often with
more muted tones as the company struggled with market changes.

---

Collecting Carlton Ware: Tips and Recommendations

How to Identify Authentic Pieces



- Examine the base: Look for clear, legible marks and pattern codes.
- Check the quality: Authentic Carlton Ware displays a high level of
craftsmanship, with smooth glazing and detailed decoration.
- Research patterns: Familiarize yourself with classic patterns to
distinguish originals from reproductions or fakes.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

- Fakes and reproductions: Some modern reproductions mimic vintage designs.
Verify authenticity through markings and pattern details.
- Damaged pieces: Be cautious of chips, cracks, or restorations that can
diminish value.

---

The Market Value: What Is Carlton Ware Worth Today?

Market values for Carlton Ware vary significantly depending on age, rarity,
pattern, condition, and provenance. Here is a general price guide to help
collectors assess their pieces:

| Category | Estimated Price Range (GBP) | Notes |
|--------------|----------------------------------|-----------|
| Early Pieces (1920s–1930s) | £50–£500+ | Rare patterns or complete sets can
fetch higher sums. |
| Mid-Century Modern (1950s–1960s) | £30–£300 | Popular patterns like "Royal
Wove" are in high demand. |
| Decorative Vases & Large Items | £100–£1,000+ | Larger, intact pieces are
more valuable, especially with unique glazes. |
| Limited Editions & Rare Series | £200–£2,000+ | Rarity and condition
heavily influence these prices. |
| Common Items & Small Accessories | £10–£50 | Cups, small dishes, and
trinkets are generally affordable. |

Note: Auction results, online marketplaces, and specialist shops are good
sources for current market trends and prices. The condition of the piece (no
chips, cracks, or restorations) plays a critical role in valuation.

---

Preserving and Caring for Carlton Ware

Proper care can preserve the beauty and value of Carlton Ware collectibles:

- Cleaning: Use a soft, damp cloth; avoid abrasive cleaners or scrubbers.
- Storage: Keep in a stable environment, away from direct sunlight, which can
fade colors.
- Handling: Handle with clean hands and support the base to prevent stress on
delicate parts.

---



Buying Carlton Ware: Where to Find Authentic Pieces

- Auctions: Specialist ceramics auctions often feature vintage Carlton Ware.
- Antique Shops & Fairs: Trusted shops with a reputable history of selling
ceramics.
- Online Marketplaces: Platforms like eBay, Ruby Lane, or Etsy often list
vintage items—be sure to verify sellers’ ratings and authenticity.
- Collectors’ Clubs & Forums: Connecting with experienced collectors can lead
to better deals and insights.

---

The Future of Carlton Ware Collecting

While production has long ceased, Carlton Ware remains a highly sought-after
collectible. Its vibrant colors, distinctive patterns, and historical
significance continue to attract new collectors. As vintage ceramics become
increasingly appreciated, prices are likely to remain strong, especially for
rare or well-preserved pieces.

---

Conclusion

Carlton Ware: The Complete Guide Including a Price Guide offers an essential
resource for understanding the rich legacy and market value of these charming
British ceramics. From its innovative glazing techniques to its iconic
patterns, Carlton Ware embodies a vibrant era of design history. Whether you
are aiming to start a collection, sell a piece, or simply deepen your
appreciation, knowing the history, features, and current market trends will
serve you well. As with all collectibles, care, knowledge, and authenticity
are key to enjoying and valuing Carlton Ware for years to come.
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