
between the covers rare books

Between the Covers Rare Books is a renowned name in the world of rare book collecting and sales.
Whether you are a seasoned collector, an avid bibliophile, or a first-time buyer seeking a special edition,
understanding what makes between the covers rare books unique can significantly enhance your
appreciation and purchasing experience. This article explores the fascinating realm of rare books, the key
factors that determine their value, how to navigate the market, and tips for collectors looking to expand
their collections.

What Are Rare Books? An Overview

Definition of Rare Books
Rare books are publications that are distinguished by their scarcity, historical significance, unique features,
or a combination of these factors. They often include first editions, limited prints, manuscripts, or books
with exceptional provenance. The rarity of a book can be influenced by various elements such as age,
condition, edition, and the presence of unique annotations or signatures.

Types of Rare Books
Rare books encompass a broad spectrum, including:

First Editions: The very first print of a book, especially if published in limited numbers.

Manuscripts and Autographed Copies: Handwritten or signed works by authors or notable figures.

Limited Editions: Books printed in small quantities, often with special bindings or illustrations.

Historical Documents: Original letters, maps, or manuscripts with historical significance.

Art Books and Illustrated Editions: Rare illustrated works, sometimes with unique artwork or print
techniques.

What Makes a Book Truly "Rare"?



Factors Influencing Rarity and Value
Understanding what elevates a book to the status of rarity is crucial for collectors and buyers alike. The
following factors are key:

Age: Generally, the older a book, the rarer it is, especially if it has survived in good condition.

Limited Print Runs: Books published in small quantities are naturally more collectible.

Condition: The physical state—intact binding, minimal wear, clean pages—significantly impacts
value.

Provenance: The ownership history of a book can add to its desirability, especially if linked to notable
collectors or historical figures.

Edition and Printing: First editions, especially if unnumbered or with early printings, tend to be
more valuable.

Signatures and Annotations: Autographs or marginal notes from authors or significant personalities
increase rarity.

Illustrations and Special Features: Hand-colored illustrations, unique bindings, or limited artwork
enhance rarity.

How to Find Between the Covers Rare Books

Specialty Bookstores
One of the most reliable sources for rare books is specialty bookstores like between the covers rare books.
These stores curate collections that include some of the most sought-after titles, often with expert
knowledge about their provenance and significance.

Auctions and Estate Sales
Major auction houses and estate sales are excellent avenues for discovering rare books. The thrill of bidding
on a unique item can be complemented by expert appraisals and detailed catalogs that provide insights into
each book's background.



Online Rare Book Dealers
The digital age has made rare books more accessible. Reputable online dealers and marketplaces offer
extensive catalogs, detailed descriptions, and high-resolution images. Always verify the credibility of online
sources before making a purchase.

Book Fairs and Collectors' Shows
Attending specialized book fairs and collectors' events allows you to view diverse collections, network with
experts, and acquire rare books directly from trusted sources.

Why Choose Between the Covers Rare Books?

Expert Curation and Knowledge
Between the covers rare books prides itself on offering a carefully curated selection of rare and collectible
books. Their expertise ensures that each piece is authentic, well-preserved, and accurately appraised.

Authenticity and Provenance
Buyers can trust that the books from between the covers rare books come with verified provenance, which
is crucial for establishing value and authenticity.

Personalized Service
Whether you're a first-time collector or an experienced connoisseur, their knowledgeable staff provides
personalized guidance, helping you find the perfect addition to your collection.

Tips for Collecting Rare Books

Research Before Buying
Understand the significance of the titles you’re interested in, including their historical context, editions, and
market value.



Condition Matters
Always examine the physical condition of a rare book. Look for intact bindings, clean pages, and minimal
repairs.

Learn About Provenance
A well-documented ownership history can significantly increase a book's value and desirability.

Invest in Preservation
Store your rare books in climate-controlled environments, away from direct sunlight, and handle them
carefully to maintain their condition.

Network with Experts
Join collectors’ clubs, attend book fairs, and consult with specialists like those at between the covers rare
books for insights and advice.

Conclusion
Between the covers rare books stands as a beacon for those passionate about discovering and collecting rare,
valuable, and historically significant books. Whether you're interested in acquiring first editions,
autographed works, or unique artifacts, their curated collections and expert guidance can help you navigate
the complex world of rare book collecting. Remember, collecting rare books is not just about ownership but
about preserving pieces of history and culture. With knowledge, patience, and the right resources, you can
build a collection that is both personally meaningful and of great value. Explore the world of rare books
today and discover treasures that will enrich your life for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What makes Between The Covers Rare Books unique among rare book
dealers?
Between The Covers Rare Books specializes in high-quality, hard-to-find collectible books, offering expert
appraisals, detailed provenance, and personalized service to collectors worldwide.



How can I determine the value of a rare book I own?
You can consult with Between The Covers Rare Books for a professional appraisal, considering factors like
edition, condition, rarity, and historical significance to accurately assess your book's value.

Does Between The Covers Rare Books offer online purchasing options?
Yes, they have an extensive online catalog where you can browse and purchase rare and collectible books
securely through their website.

What types of rare books does Between The Covers Rare Books specialize
in?
They specialize in a wide range of genres, including first editions, signed copies, fine bindings, and books
related to art, literature, history, and science.

Can I sell my rare books to Between The Covers Rare Books?
Absolutely. They purchase rare books from collectors and estates, providing expert evaluations and fair
market offers.

Does Between The Covers Rare Books offer any authentication or
certification services?
Yes, they provide authentication and certification for rare books, ensuring buyers and sellers have
confidence in their transactions.

How does Between The Covers Rare Books ensure the preservation of
valuable books?
They employ expert conservation techniques, proper storage conditions, and careful handling to preserve
the condition and longevity of rare books.

Are there any upcoming events or exhibitions hosted by Between The
Covers Rare Books?
They occasionally host book fairs, exhibitions, and educational events—information about these can be found
on their website or by subscribing to their newsletter.



Additional Resources
Between the Covers Rare Books: A Deep Dive into a Premier Destination for Collectors and Enthusiasts

When it comes to the world of rare books, few names stand out quite like Between the Covers Rare Books.
Renowned for its meticulous curation, expansive inventory, and commitment to literary excellence, this
esteemed bookseller has cemented itself as a cornerstone within the rare book community. Whether you're
a seasoned collector, a scholar, or an avid reader seeking a unique addition to your library, understanding
what makes Between the Covers Rare Books a distinguished establishment offers valuable insights into
their unparalleled service, inventory, and ethos.

---

History and Background of Between the Covers Rare Books

Founding and Evolution
- Established in 1971 by Peter Kraus, a passionate bibliophile and expert in rare books.
- Originally started as a small operation focusing on 19th and 20th-century literature.
- Over the decades, the company expanded its scope to include a wide array of historical, literary, and
illustrated works.
- Now recognized worldwide, their reputation has been built on trust, expertise, and an unwavering
dedication to quality.

Philosophy and Mission
- To provide collectors and institutions with exceptional rare books that are authentic, well-preserved, and
historically significant.
- To foster a community of book enthusiasts through personalized service and expert guidance.
- To maintain high standards for inventory curation, ensuring each item meets rigorous criteria for
condition, provenance, and rarity.

---

Inventory and Selection



Scope and Diversity
Between the Covers Rare Books boasts an extensive and diverse catalog that encompasses:
- Historical Manuscripts and Books: First editions, signed copies, and important historical texts.
- Literature and Fiction: From classic authors like Dickens, Twain, and Austen to contemporary literary
voices.
- Science, Exploration, and Natural History: Rare scientific treatises, explorers’ accounts, and natural history
illustrations.
- Children’s and Illustrated Books: Vintage illustrated editions, limited editions, and collectible picture books.
- Special Collections: Fine bindings, artist's books, and thematic collections tailored to specific interests.

Key Highlights of Their Inventory
- First Editions and Signed Copies: An extensive selection of first editions, many signed by the authors
themselves, offering significant value and authenticity.
- Historical Documents: Letters, manuscripts, and ephemera from notable figures across history.
- Rare and Out-of-Print Titles: Hard-to-find works that are essential for serious collectors.
- Limited Editions: Fine press books and special editions produced in limited numbers, often with exquisite
craftsmanship.

Curatorial Approach
- Each item undergoes a rigorous vetting process to confirm provenance, condition, and rarity.
- The team collaborates with leading appraisers and experts to ensure authenticity.
- They prioritize items with compelling provenance or historical significance, adding depth and value to
their collection.

---

Expertise and Service

The Team’s Expertise
- Led by Peter Kraus, a renowned authority in rare books with decades of experience.
- Staff includes specialists in Americana, illustrated books, manuscript materials, and more.
- The team continuously researches and appraises items, ensuring clients receive authoritative and accurate
descriptions.



Customer-Centric Approach
- Personalized service tailored to individual collector preferences and budgets.
- Detailed descriptions, high-resolution images, and condition reports provided for each item.
- Assistance with sourcing specific titles or creating customized collections.

Consultation and Appraisal Services
- Offering expert appraisals for insurance, estate planning, or sale purposes.
- Providing guidance on book care, preservation, and display.
- Assisting with collection development and strategic acquisitions.

---

Purchasing Experience and Accessibility

Online Platform
- User-friendly website featuring detailed search filters by author, publication date, subject, and more.
- Regularly updated inventory with new acquisitions.
- High-quality images and comprehensive descriptions to aid in decision-making.

In-Person and Private Appointments
- By appointment, clients can visit their New York City location for an intimate viewing experience.
- The staff provides personalized tours of their holdings and expert advice.

International Reach
- They serve a global clientele, shipping worldwide with secure packaging.
- Participation in major book fairs and exhibitions enhances their visibility and accessibility.

---

Reputation and Industry Standing



Recognition and Awards
- Recognized as one of the leading rare booksellers globally.
- Frequent participant in prominent book fairs such as the New York International Antiquarian Book Fair.

Contributions to the Literary Community
- Publication of catalogs, articles, and guides that educate and inform.
- Collaboration with libraries, museums, and academic institutions for exhibitions and acquisitions.

Clientele
- Serves a broad spectrum, including private collectors, universities, libraries, and institutions.
- Known for establishing long-term relationships built on trust and shared passion.

---

Educational and Cultural Initiatives

Publications and Catalogs
- Produces beautifully curated catalogs highlighting recent acquisitions.
- Offers insights into the significance of specific works and collections.

Events and Lectures
- Hosts lectures, seminars, and book launches both online and in-person.
- Engages the community of bibliophiles and scholars through educational outreach.

Supporting the Preservation of Rare Books
- Advocates for proper conservation and storage practices.
- Participates in initiatives to preserve cultural heritage through donation and collaboration.

---



Conclusion: Why Choose Between the Covers Rare Books?

Choosing a rare bookseller is about trust, expertise, and passion—qualities that Between the Covers Rare
Books exemplifies abundantly. Their unwavering commitment to authenticity, condition, and provenance
ensures that every purchase is not just a transaction but an addition to a meaningful cultural and literary
legacy. Whether you’re seeking a coveted first edition, a rare manuscript, or expert guidance on building
your collection, they offer an experience rooted in knowledge, professionalism, and genuine love for books.

In a market where authenticity and quality are paramount, Between the Covers Rare Books stands out as a
beacon for collectors around the world. Their dedication to preserving the past while serving the needs of
modern collectors makes them a trusted partner in the fascinating world of rare books.

---

In summary, Between the Covers Rare Books is much more than a bookseller; it is a curator of history, a
guardian of literary treasures, and a community builder for bibliophiles. Their comprehensive inventory,
expert staff, and commitment to education and preservation make them a distinguished name in the rare
book industry. For anyone serious about collecting or simply passionate about rare and beautiful books,
partnering with Between the Covers Rare Books promises an enriching and trustworthy journey into the
world of literary treasures.

Between The Covers Rare Books

  between the covers rare books: Bookseller Catalogs of Between the Covers Rare Books
Between the Covers Rare Books, Tom Congalton, Heidi Congalton, Alottabooks, 1990
  between the covers rare books: The Groaning Shelf Pradeep Sebastian, 2012-03-12 Notes
from a bibliophile on the lure of rare and first editions, the beauty of dust jackets, the thrill of
browsing in antiquarian bookshops, the bibliomania of book thieves, movies about books, and the
inner life of a reader. The Groaning Shelf is not so much a book about books as a book about books
about books. These little essays capture the drama of bookish obsession, the joys and snares of the
bookish life and the pleasures of bibliophily.
  between the covers rare books: The Edinburgh Companion to Women in Publishing,
1900–2020 Nicola Wilson, Claire Battershill, Sophie Heywood, Marrisa Joseph, Daniela La Penna,
Helen Southworth, Alice Staveley and Elizabeth Willson Gordon, 2024-02-29 Women's creative
labour in publishing has often been overlooked. This book draws on dynamic new work in feminist
book history and publishing studies to offer the first comparative collection exploring women's
diverse, deeply embedded work in modern publishing. Highlighting the value of networks,
collaboration, and archives, the companion sets out new ways of reading women's contributions to
the production and circulation of global print cultures. With an international, intergenerational set of
contributors using diverse methodologies, essays explore women working in publishing
transatlantically, on the continent, and beyond the Anglosphere. The book combines new work on
high-profile women publishers and editors alongside analysis of women's work as translators,
illustrators, booksellers, advertisers, patrons, and publisher's readers; complemented by new oral
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histories and interviews with leading women in publishing today. The first collection of its kind, the
companion helps establish and shape a thriving new research field.
  between the covers rare books: Warmly Inscribed Lawrence Goldstone, Nancy Goldstone,
2001-06-20 With their typically warm and insightful style, two amateur antiquarian book collectors
reveal one of the dirty secrets of the book collecting world: forgeries.
  between the covers rare books: In the Shadow of the Gallows Jeannine Marie DeLombard,
2012-07-24 From Puritan Execution Day rituals to gangsta rap, the black criminal has been an
enduring presence in American culture. To understand why, Jeannine Marie DeLombard insists, we
must set aside the lenses of pathology and persecution and instead view the African American felon
from the far more revealing perspectives of publicity and personhood. When the Supreme Court
declared in Dred Scott that African Americans have no rights which the white man was bound to
respect, it overlooked the right to due process, which ensured that black offenders—even
slaves—appeared as persons in the eyes of the law. In the familiar account of African Americans'
historical shift from plantation to prison, we have forgotten how, for a century before the Civil War,
state punishment affirmed black political membership in the breach, while a thriving popular crime
literature provided early America's best-known models of individual black selfhood. Before there was
the slave narrative, there was the criminal confession. Placing the black condemned at the forefront
of the African American canon allows us to see how a later generation of enslaved activists—most
notably, Frederick Douglass—could marshal the public presence and civic authority necessary to
fashion themselves as eligible citizens. At the same time, in an era when abolitionists were charging
Americans with the national crime of manstealing, a racialized sense of culpability became equally
central to white civic identity. What, for African Americans, is the legacy of a citizenship grounded in
culpable personhood? For white Americans, must membership in a nation built on race slavery
always betoken guilt? In the Shadow of the Gallows reads classics by J. Hector St. John de
Crèvecoeur, Edgar Allan Poe, Frederick Douglass, Herman Melville, George Lippard, and Edward
Everett Hale alongside execution sermons, criminal confessions, trial transcripts, philosophical
treatises, and political polemics to address fundamental questions about race, responsibility, and
American civic belonging.
  between the covers rare books: “All-Electric” Narratives Rachele Dini, 2021-10-07 Winner
of the 2023 Emily Toth Award for Best Single Work in Women's Studies “All-Electric” Narratives is
the first in-depth study of time-saving electrical appliances in American literature. It examines the
literary depiction of refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, oven ranges, washing machines, dryers,
dishwashers, toasters, blenders, standing and hand-held mixers, and microwave ovens between
1945, when the “all-electric” home came to be associated with the nation's hard-won victory, and
2020, as contemporary writers consider the enduring material and spiritual effects of these objects
in the 21st century. The appropriation and subversion of the rhetoric of domestic electrification and
time-saving comprises a crucial, but overlooked, element in 20th-century literary forms and genres
including Beat literature, Black American literature, second-wave feminist fiction, science fiction,
and postmodernist fiction. Through close-readings of dozens of literary texts alongside print and
television ads from this period, Dini shows how U.S. writers have unearthed the paradoxes inherent
to claims of appliances' capacity to “give back” time to their user, transport them into a
technologically-progressive future, or “return” them to some pastoral past. In so doing, she reveals
literary appliances' role in raising questions about gender norms and sexuality, racial exclusion and
erasure, class anxieties, the ramifications of mechanization, the perils and possibilities of conformity,
the limitations of patriotism, and the inevitable fallacy of utopian thinking-while both shaping and
radically disrupting the literary forms in which they operated.
  between the covers rare books: In Search of Nella Larsen George Hutchinson, 2009-07-01
Born to a Danish seamstress and a West Indian cook, Larsen lived her life in the shadows of
America’s racial divide. Hutchinson exposes the truths and half-truths surrounding her, and the
complex reality they mask and mirror. His book is a cultural biography of the color line as lived by a
person who embodied all its ambiguities and complexities.



  between the covers rare books: Forging the Future of Special Collections Arnold Hirshon,
Robert H. Jackson, Melissa A. Hubbard, 2016-05-10 Once treated as exclusive spaces for valuable
but hidden and under-utilized material, over the past few decades special collections departments
have been transformed by increased digitization and educational outreach efforts into unique and
highly visible major institutional assets. What libraries must now contemplate is how to continue this
momentum by articulating and implementing a dynamic strategic vision for their special collections.
Drawing on the expertise of a world-class array of librarians, university faculty, book dealers,
collectors, and donors, this collected volume surveys the emerging requirements of today's
knowledge ecosystem and charts a course for the future of special collections. Expanding upon the
proceedings of the National Colloquium on Special Collections organized by the Kelvin Smith Library
of Case Western Reserve University in October 2014, this timely resource for special collections
librarians, administrators, academics, and rare book dealers and collectors recounts the factors that
governed the growth and use of special collections in the past; explores ways to build 21st-century
special collections that are accessible globally, and how to provide the expertise and services
necessary to support collection use; gives advice on developing and maintaining strong relationships
between libraries and collectors, with special attention paid to the importance of donor relations;
provides critical information on how libraries and their institutions' faculty can best collaborate to
ensure students and other researchers are aware of the resources available to them; showcases
proactive, forward-thinking approaches to applying digital scholarship techniques to special
collections materials; looks at how the changes in the way authors work—from analog to
digital—increases the importance of archives in preserving the aspects of humanity that elevate us;
and examines sustainable and scalable approaches to promoting the use of special collections in the
digital age, including the roles of social media and crowdsourcing to bring collections directly to the
user. More than simply a guide to collection management, this book details myriad ways to forge the
future of special collections, ensuring that these scholarly treasures advance knowledge for years to
come.
  between the covers rare books: Rare Book Review , 2008-02
  between the covers rare books: Authors of the Early to mid-20th Century Britannica
Educational Publishing, 2013-06-01 Starting at the dawn of the 20th century, writers began
experimenting with literary styles as never before. As perhaps the most far-reaching movement,
Modernism swept across both the United States and Europe and has been embodied in the works of
such writers as Marcel Proust, Virginia Woolf, James Joyce, and T.S. Eliot. The existentialism of
Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert Camus, Samuel Beckett�s absurdist writings, and the range of literary
output from around the world also reflect the spirit of the period. The lives and works of these and
other authors from across the globe are surveyed in this absorbing volume.
  between the covers rare books: Fine Books & Collections , 2007
  between the covers rare books: Rambles of a Runaway from Southern Slavery Henry
Goings, 2012-03-05 Rambles of a Runaway from Southern Slavery tells of an extraordinary life in
and out of slavery in the United States and Canada. Born Elijah Turner in the Virginia Tidewater,
circa 1810, the author eventually procured freedom papers from a man he resembled and took the
man’s name, Henry Goings. His life story takes us on an epic journey, traveling from his Virginia
birthplace through the cotton kingdom of the Lower South, and upon his escape from slavery,
through Tennessee and Kentucky, then on to the Great Lakes region of the North and to Canada. His
Rambles show that slaves were found not only in fields but also on the nation’s roads and rivers,
perpetually in motion in massive coffles or as solitary runaways. A freedom narrative as well as a
slave narrative, this compact yet detailed book illustrates many important developments in
antebellum America, such as the large-scale forced migration of enslaved people from
long-established slave societies in the eastern United States to new settlements on the cotton
frontier, the political-economic processes that framed that migration, and the accompanying human
anguish. Goings’s life and reflections serve as important primary documents of African American life
and of American national expansion, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. This edition features an



informative and insightful introduction by Calvin Schermerhorn.
  between the covers rare books: Between the Covers Rare Books Catalog 203 , 2019
  between the covers rare books: AB Bookman's Weekly , 1999
  between the covers rare books: A Guide to Used Book Dealers of the Mid-Atlantic Philip
Burns, Meg Burns, 1993
  between the covers rare books: The Obama Hate Machine Bill Press, 2012-01-31 'Obama
was born in Kenya'...'Obama is a Muslim and a terrorist sympathizer'...'Obama is a Communist who
wants to institute death panels'...The extent to which these undying lies have taken hold in the
American mindset shows just how ruthless, destructive, and all-powerful the right-wing
machine--hijacked by extremists in the media and fueled by corporate coffers--has become in
America. And no one has inspired such venom as our nation's current president, who has been
targeted by Republicans for a uniquely insidious brand of character assassination. In his
characteristic on-the mark arguments sure to appeal to anyone on the Left or in the Center, talk
show host and syndicated columnist Bill Press shows how the peculiar nature of Obama Hating
subverts issue-driven debate and threatens not only the outcome of the 2012 election but the future
of the American democratic system--
  between the covers rare books: Antiques , 1926
  between the covers rare books: W.H. Auden Between the Covers Between the Covers Rare
Books, 2010
  between the covers rare books: Magazine Antiques , 1926
  between the covers rare books: Sheppard's Book Dealers in North America , 1996
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