120 days of sodom book

Introduction to 120 Days of Sodom

The 120 Days of Sodom is a controversial and provocative literary work that has
fascinated, disturbed, and challenged readers and critics since its publication. Originally
written in 1785 by the Marquis de Sade, this book is often considered one of the most
extreme examples of libertine literature. Its explicit depiction of sexual violence,
depravity, and philosophical exploration of human nature has cemented its reputation as
both a taboo-breaking masterpiece and a subject of intense debate. In this article, we will
delve into the background, themes, significance, and impact of the 120 Days of Sodom,
providing a comprehensive overview for those interested in understanding this complex
and provocative work.

Background and Historical Context

Who Was Marquis de Sade?

The author of 120 Days of Sodom, the Marquis de Sade, was a French nobleman,
philosopher, and writer known for his libertine lifestyle and advocacy of personal freedom
in all its forms. His works often explore themes of sexuality, power, and rebellion against
societal norms. De Sade’s life was marred by scandal and imprisonment, and his writings
were frequently censored or banned due to their explicit content.

Historical Setting of the Book

Written during the Enlightenment era, the 120 Days of Sodom was composed during a
period of intellectual upheaval when ideas about human nature, morality, and authority
were being fiercely debated. The book was penned while de Sade was imprisoned in the
Bastille, and it reflects a radical critique of social institutions, including the church,
monarchy, and morality itself.

Publication History and Censorship

Initially, the manuscript was hidden and remained unpublished during de Sade’s lifetime.
It was only in the 20th century that the work was published in its entirety, often in
censored or edited forms. Due to its explicit content, the book faced bans and censorship
in many countries, fueling its reputation as a forbidden and transgressive text.



Overview of the 120 Days of Sodom

Plot Summary

The novel narrates the story of four wealthy and powerful libertines—called the Four
Infamous—who retreat to a remote castle with the intent to indulge in extreme acts of
sexual depravity and philosophical exploration. Over the course of 120 days, they enact a
series of increasingly brutal and taboo-breaking acts involving violence, torture, and
sexual assault, all while engaging in philosophical discussions about human nature,
morality, and society.

Key elements of the story include:

- The structure of the novel, divided into four parts, each representing a month.

- The use of allegory and symbolism to critique societal norms.

- The depiction of various sexual, violent, and perverse acts that challenge conventional
morality.

Characters and Their Roles

The four main characters—each representing different facets of human desire and
vice—are:

1. The Judge

2. The Bishop

3. The President
4. The Duke

These characters serve as archetypes to explore themes of authority, religion, power, and
vice, often embodying societal institutions that de Sade seeks to critique.

Major Themes and Philosophical Underpinnings

Exploration of Human Nature

One of the central themes of 120 Days of Sodom is the exploration of human instincts
and the idea that morality is a societal construct. De Sade posits that beneath the veneer
of civility lies a primal, animalistic nature that seeks gratification regardless of societal
rules.



Critique of Society and Morality

The novel functions as a radical critique of the hypocrisy and corruption of social
institutions. It questions the foundations of morality, authority, and religion, suggesting
that these are tools used to repress natural desires.

Power and Control

The acts depicted in the book often revolve around the themes of dominance, submission,
and the abuse of power. De Sade examines how authority can be used to justify or conceal
depravity.

Sexual Liberation and Taboo

While the book is notorious for its explicit content, it also explores themes of sexual
freedom, challenging traditional notions of decency and consent. It pushes the boundaries
of what is considered acceptable in literature and society.

Impact and Legacy of 120 Days of Sodom

Influence on Literature and Philosophy

Despite its controversial nature, 120 Days of Sodom has influenced numerous writers,
philosophers, and artists. It is often cited in discussions about freedom of expression,
censorship, and the limits of artistic depiction of taboo subjects.

Notable figures influenced by the work include:

- Georges Bataille, who admired de Sade’s exploration of transgression.

- The Surrealists, who embraced the provocative and taboo-breaking aspects of de Sade’s
writings.

- Modern writers and filmmakers exploring themes of extremity and human depravity.

Controversies and Ethical Debates

The explicit content of the book has led to ongoing debates about ethics, censorship, and
the purpose of provocative art. Critics argue that the work promotes violence and immoral
behavior, while defenders see it as a philosophical exploration of human nature and
societal constructs.



Legal and Cultural Reactions

In many countries, the book has faced bans and legal challenges. Its publication has often
been associated with discussions about freedom of speech, artistic expression, and the
limits of artistic responsibility.

Modern Interpretations and Relevancy

Literary and Artistic Reinterpretations

Modern authors and artists have reinterpreted 120 Days of Sodom through various
lenses, including psychoanalysis, feminism, and political critique. These reinterpretations
often aim to understand the work’s underlying messages or to challenge the reader’s
moral boundaries.

Academic and Critical Analyses

Scholars analyze the novel from multiple perspectives:

- As a philosophical treatise on human nature.
- As a critique of authority and societal hypocrisy.
- As an exploration of the limits of artistic expression.

Contemporary Relevance

While the explicit acts described are extreme, the themes of power, control, and societal
repression remain relevant today. The book invites ongoing discussions about morality,
human instincts, and the role of art in pushing societal boundaries.

Conclusion

The 120 Days of Sodom stands as one of the most provocative and controversial works in
Western literature. Its unflinching exploration of taboo subjects, combined with its
philosophical depth, makes it a complex and challenging read. While its explicit content
and themes have led to censorship and debate, its influence on literature, philosophy, and
cultural discourse remains undeniable. Understanding this work requires a nuanced
approach that considers its historical context, philosophical underpinnings, and the
ongoing conversations it sparks about human nature, morality, and the boundaries of
artistic expression.



Whether viewed as a philosophical critique, a work of transgressive art, or a cautionary
tale about the dangers of unchecked power and desire, 120 Days of Sodom continues to
provoke thought and debate, ensuring its place in the canon of controversial and
influential literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of '120 Days of Sodom'?

'120 Days of Sodom' is a controversial novel by Marquis de Sade that depicts a group of
libertines engaging in extreme acts of sexual violence and degradation over a period of
120 days, exploring themes of power, corruption, and depravity.

Why was '120 Days of Sodom' considered so scandalous
and controversial?

The novel's explicit portrayal of violent sexual acts, including torture and abuse, made it
highly controversial and led to its censorship and banning in many countries since its
publication in the 18th century.

What are the main themes explored in '120 Days of
Sodom'?

The book explores themes such as ultimate libertinism, the nature of evil, the corrupting
influence of power, and the limits of human morality and restraint.

How has '120 Days of Sodom' influenced modern
literature and culture?

Despite its controversial nature, the novel has influenced various authors and artists,
inspiring discussions on freedom of expression, the limits of art, and the exploration of
taboo subjects in literature and philosophy.

Is '120 Days of Sodom' considered a work of philosophy
or literature?

It is primarily considered a work of provocative literature with philosophical undertones,
reflecting Marquis de Sade's views on morality, freedom, and human nature.

Has '120 Days of Sodom' been adapted into other
media?

Yes, it has inspired several adaptations, including films, theatrical productions, and
artistic projects, though many remain controversial due to the book's explicit content.



What is the significance of the setting in '120 Days of
Sodom'?

The story is set in a remote castle, symbolizing a secluded space where the characters can
indulge in their depraved fantasies away from societal norms and constraints.

Why did Marquis de Sade write '120 Days of Sodom'?

De Sade wrote the novel as an exploration of absolute freedom and a critique of societal
morals, pushing the boundaries of what was considered acceptable to challenge and
provoke thought about human nature and authority.

Additional Resources

120 Days of Sodom is a provocative and controversial literary work penned by the Marquis
de Sade in the late 18th century. Often regarded as one of the most disturbing and
challenging texts in Western literature, this novel pushes the boundaries of morality,
human nature, and artistic expression. Its explicit depiction of sexual violence, cruelty,
and depravity has sparked intense debates about ethics, freedom of expression, and the
role of art in confronting taboo subjects. Despite—or perhaps because of—its controversial
content, 120 Days of Sodom remains a subject of scholarly analysis, philosophical inquiry,
and artistic fascination. This review aims to explore the novel’s themes, literary
significance, historical context, and the various ways it continues to influence
contemporary discussions on morality, censorship, and human psychology.

Historical and Biographical Context

Origins and Background

120 Days of Sodom was written in 1785 by the Marquis de Sade during his imprisonment
in the Bastille. The book remained unpublished during his lifetime, largely due to its
explicit content and the political climate of the time. Sade, a provocative philosopher and
libertine, aimed to challenge the moral and religious authorities of his era, advocating for
absolute freedom of individual desires regardless of societal norms. The novel reflects his
radical views on sexuality, power, and human nature, serving as a manifesto of sorts for
his philosophy of libertinism.

Historical Significance

The work is often seen as a reflection of the Enlightenment’s contradictions—while
Enlightenment thinkers championed reason and individual rights, societal institutions
remained deeply conservative and repressive regarding sexuality and morality. Sade’s
writing defies these conventions, emphasizing the raw, primal aspects of human existence.



The novel’s controversial nature led to its censorship and obscurity for many years, but it
also cemented Sade’s reputation as a controversial figure and a precursor to modern
notions of taboo-breaking literature.

Plot Summary and Structure

Overview of the Narrative

120 Days of Sodom is structured as a detailed, episodic account of four wealthy and
powerful men—known as the Four Libertines—who retreat to a remote castle with a group
of young victims. Over the course of the four days, the libertines engage in increasingly
extreme acts of sexual cruelty, violence, and psychological torture. The narrative is not a
traditional story with a clear beginning, middle, and end but rather a catalog of depraved
episodes that explore the depths of human depravity.

Literary Style and Approach

De Sade’s writing is characterized by its meticulous, almost clinical detail, contrasting
starkly with the grotesque subject matter. His language is precise, unflinching, and often
philosophical, reflecting his desire to provoke thought as much as shock. The episodic
nature of the novel allows for a wide exploration of themes and scenarios, making it a
dense and challenging read that demands careful analysis.

Themes and Philosophical Underpinnings

Libertinism and Rejection of Morality

At its core, the novel champions libertinism—the pursuit of pleasure without regard for
societal or religious morals. Sade advocates for absolute personal freedom, asserting that
natural instincts should not be constrained by conventional ethics. The novel’s explicit
content serves as a radical assertion that morality is a human construct, and that true
freedom entails embracing one's desires fully.

Power, Control, and Violence

One of the central themes is the relationship between power and violence. The libertines’
acts are not merely sexual but also expressions of dominance and control. The novel
explores how power can corrupt and how its abuse manifests in cruelty and brutality. The
depiction of violence is relentless and unflinching, prompting readers to confront



uncomfortable questions about human capacity for evil.

Human Nature and Innate Cruelty

Sade challenges the Enlightenment ideal of rational human nature by suggesting that
humans are inherently driven by primal instincts, including violence and lust. The novel
examines whether morality is innate or imposed by society, and whether human beings are
capable of acts beyond their moral conditioning.

Existential and Philosophical Reflection

Despite its shocking content, the novel can be read as a philosophical treatise on freedom,
desire, and the nature of evil. Sade’s arguments often delve into debates about free will,
the limits of human endurance, and the role of suffering.

Literary Significance and Impact

Controversy and Censorship

120 Days of Sodom has been banned, censored, and suppressed for centuries due to its
explicit content. Its controversial nature has made it a symbol of artistic freedom and the
limits of free expression. Many consider it a work that challenges societal taboos and
confronts the darker aspects of human psychology.

Influence on Literature and Philosophy

The novel has influenced countless writers, philosophers, and artists. Its unflinching
portrayal of taboo subjects has paved the way for more open discussions of sexuality in
literature. Philosophers like Michel Foucault have analyzed the book’s exploration of
power and sexuality, citing it as a key text in understanding societal repression and
liberation.

Literary Style and Legacy

De Sade’s meticulous, almost forensic, narrative style has been both criticized and
admired. His ability to blend philosophical discourse with graphic description creates a
provocative and unsettling reading experience. The work’s legacy endures in its role as a
precursor to modern explorations of eroticism, BDSM, and the darker facets of human
desire.



Criticism and Interpretations

Scholarly Perspectives

Many scholars interpret 120 Days of Sodom as a critique of the corrupting influence of
absolute power and an exploration of the human capacity for evil. Others see it as a
nihilistic work that questions the very foundation of morality and social order. Some
interpret it through a psychoanalytic lens, viewing the acts depicted as manifestations of
repressed desires and unconscious drives.

Controversies and Ethical Debates

The novel’s graphic depictions of sexual violence continue to spark debates about ethics in
literature. Critics argue that it risks glorifying or trivializing violence, while defenders
claim it is a necessary confrontation with uncomfortable truths. The question remains: can
art depicting such depravity serve a purpose beyond shock value?

Modern Reception

Today, 120 Days of Sodom is often studied in academic settings as a provocative work that
pushes boundaries. While it remains controversial, it is also recognized for its
philosophical depth and its role in challenging censorship and societal norms.

Pros and Cons of Reading the Novel

Pros:

- Provides a raw, unflinching look at human psychology and morality.
- Offers philosophical insights into freedom, desire, and power.

- Stimulates critical thinking about societal taboos and censorship.

- Influential in the development of modern literature and thought.

Cons:

- Contains explicit scenes of sexual violence and cruelty that can be deeply disturbing.
- May be perceived as glorifying or trivializing acts of harm.

- Not suitable for sensitive or vulnerable readers.

- Its challenging style can be difficult to engage with for casual readers.



Conclusion and Final Thoughts

120 Days of Sodom remains one of the most controversial and thought-provoking works in
Western literature. Its explicit depiction of depravity serves as a stark mirror to society’s
repressed desires and taboos. While the novel’s content is undoubtedly disturbing, its
philosophical underpinnings invite reflection on the nature of morality, power, and human
instincts. It pushes readers to confront uncomfortable truths about human capacity for evil
and challenges the boundaries of artistic expression.

The work’s influence extends beyond literature into philosophy, psychology, and art,
inspiring debates about censorship, freedom, and the limits of human endurance.
Despite—or because of—its controversial nature, 120 Days of Sodom remains a vital, if
unsettling, piece of cultural history that continues to provoke and inspire discussions on
the darkest corners of human nature. As with any provocative art, it demands a careful,
critical approach and an awareness of its complex, layered meanings.

Note: Due to the explicit nature of the content, caution is advised when engaging with this
work, and it is recommended for mature audiences prepared for its challenging themes.

120 Days Of Sodom Book

120 days of sodom book: 120 Days of Sodom Marquis de Sade, 2013-02-18 The 120 Days of
Sodom by Marquis de Sade relates the story of four wealthy men who enslave 24 mostly teenaged
victims and sexually torture them while listening to stories told by old prostitutes. The book was
written while Sade was imprisoned in the Bastille and the manuscript was lost during the storming
of the Bastille. Sade wrote that he wept tears of blood over the manuscript's loss. Many consider this
to be Sade crowing acheivement.

120 days of sodom book: The 120 Days of Sodom The Marquis de Sade, 2016-09-29 WINNER
OF THE 2017 SCOTT MONCRIEFF PRIZE A new translation of Sade's most notorious, shocking and
influential novel. This disturbing but hugely important text has influenced countless individuals
throughout history: Flaubert and Baudelaire both read Sade; the surrealists were obsessed with him;
film-makers like Pasolini saw parallels with twentieth-century history in his writings; and feminists
such as Andrea Dworkin and Angela Carter clashed over him. This new translation brings Sade's
provocative novel into Penguin Classics for the first time, and will reignite the debate around this
most controversial of writers.

120 days of sodom book: 120 Days of Sodom - Sade Marquis de Sade, 2024-05-10 In addition
to being shocking and controversial, Marquis de Sade's novel The 120 Days of Sodom was the first
attempt by a writer to portray, in an absolutely raw way, many of the philias that can emerge from a
human being. It tells the story of four rich libertine men who decide to experience ultimate sexual
gratification in orgies. To do this, they lock themselves up for four months in an inaccessible castle
with a harem of forty-six victims, most of them teenagers of both sexes, and recruit four pimps to tell
the story of their lives and adventures. The women's narrative becomes inspiration for sexual abuse
and torture of the victims, which gradually escalates in intensity and ends in a surprising way. Right
at the beginning of The 120 Days of Sodom the author Marquis de Sade warns: I advise the
excessively modest reader to immediately put my book aside, so as not to be scandalized, as it is



https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-018/120-days-of-sodom-book.pdf

already evident that there is not much chaste in our plan, and we dare to guarantee that there will
be even less of it in the execution... And now, dear reader, prepare your heart and your mind for the
most impure narrative ever written since our world began, a book without parallels among the
ancients, or among us, moderns...

120 days of sodom book: The 120 Days of Sodom Marquis De Sade, 2018-08-30 The 120
Days of Sodom is set in a remote medieval castle, high in the mountains and surrounded by forests,
detached from the rest of the world, either at the end of Louis XIV's reign or at the beginning of the
Régence. The novel takes place over five months, November to March. Four wealthy libertines lock
themselves in a castle, the Chateau de Silling, along with a number of victims and accomplices.
Since they state that the sensations produced by the organs of hearing are the most erotic, they
intend to listen to various tales of depravity from four veteran prostitutes, which will inspire them to
engage in similar activities with their victims.--Wikipedia

120 days of sodom book: 120 Days Of Sodom Marquis de Sade, 2021-05-09 120 Days Of
Sodom, or the School of Libertinism is a novel by the French writer and nobleman Donatien
Alphonse Francois, Marquis de Sade. Described as both pornographic and erotic, it was written in
1785. It tells the story of four wealthy male libertines who resolve to experience the ultimate sexual
gratification in orgies. To do this, they seal themselves away for four months in an inaccessible
castle in Saint-Martin-de-Belleville, France, with a harem of 46 victims, mostly young male and
female teenagers, and engage four female brothel keepers to tell the stories of their lives and
adventures.

120 days of sodom book: The 120 Days of Sodom marquis de Sade, 1954

120 days of sodom book: 120 Days of Sodom an Introduction Marquis de Sade, 2006-11
Described as a Gothic novel due to its dark and murky settings, the book explores the wild side of
human psyche. Sade has been successful in shocking readers while he gives a moral message. It is a
story of four men who act out their baffling fantasies by hiring story-tellers to entertain them. Due to
its graphic details and mature content, this book is only for adult readers.

120 days of sodom book: The 120 Days of Sodom Marquis de Sade, 2006 Described as a
Gothic novel due to its dark and murky settings, the book explores the wild side of human psyche.
Sade has been successful in shocking readers while he gives a moral message. It is a story of four
men who act out their baffling fantasies by hiring story-tellers to entertain them. Due to its graphic
details and mature content, this book is only for adult readers.

120 days of sodom book: The 120 Days of Sodom rquis De Sade, 2013-04-01 The 120 Days
of Sodom, or the School of Libertinism is a novel by the French writer and nobleman Donatien
Alphonse Francois, Marquis de Sade. It tells the story of four wealthy male libertines who resolve to
experience the ultimate sexual gratification in orgies. To do this, they seal themselves away for four
months in an inaccessible castle with a harem of 46 victims, mostly young male and female
teenagers, and engage four female brothel keepers to tell the stories of their lives and adventures.
The women's narratives form an inspiration for the sexual abuse and torture of the victims, which
gradually mounts in intensity and ends in their slaughter. The 120 Days Of Sodom is set in a remote
medieval castle, high in the mountains and surrounded by forests, detached from the rest of the
world. The novel takes place over five months, November to March. Four wealthy libertines lock
themselves in a castle, the Chateau de Silling, along with a number of victims and accomplices.

120 days of sodom book: The 120 Days of Sodom marquis de Sade, 1936

120 days of sodom book: The 120 Days of Sodom Marquis de Sade, 2006-11-01 Described as
a Gothic novel due to its dark and murky settings, the book explores the wild side of human psyche.
Sade has been successful in shocking readers while he gives a moral message. It is a story of four
men who act out their baffling fantasies by hiring story-tellers to entertain them. Due to its graphic
details and mature content, this book is only for adult readers.

120 days of sodom book: The 120 Days of Sodom Marquis De Sade, 2006-11 Described as a
Gothic novel due to its dark and murky settings, the book explores the wild side of human psyche.
Sade has been successful in shocking readers while he gives a moral message. It is a story of four




men who act out their baffling fantasies by hiring story-tellers to entertain them. Due to its graphic
details and mature content, this book is only for adult readers.

120 days of sodom book: Banned Books DK, 2022-08-30 Immerse yourself in the stories
behind the most shocking and infamous books ever published! Censorship of one form or another
has existed almost as long as the written word, while definitions of what is deemed acceptable in
published works have shifted over the centuries, and from culture to culture. Banned Books explores
why some of the world's most important literary classics and seminal non-fiction titles were once
deemed too controversial for the public to read - whether for challenging racial or sexual norms,
satirizing public figures, or simply being deemed unfit for young readers. From the banning of All
Quiet on the Western Front and the repeated suppression of On the Origin of the Species, to 1984,
Fahrenheit 45, Catcher in the Rye and Huckleberry Fin, this must-have volume examines the
astonishing role that some banned books have played in changing history. Packed with eye-opening
insights into the history of the written word, and the political and social climate during the period of
suppression or censorship, this is a must-read for anyone interested in literature; creative writing;
politics; history or the law. Delve into this compelling collection of the world's most controversial
books to discover: - A broad range of genres and subject areas in fiction and non-fiction, ranging
from Alice's Adventures in Wonderland to Spycatcher - Offers informative insights into society,
politics, law, and religious beliefs, in different countries around the world - Features images of first
editions and specially commissioned illustrations of the books' authors - Includes extracts from the
banned books along with key quotations about them - Completely global in scope A must-have
volume for avid readers and literary scholars alike, alongside those with an interest in the law,
politics and censorship, Banned Books profiles a selection of the most infamous, intriguing and
controversial books ever written, whilst offering a unique perspective on the history of the written
word, with insights into the often surprising reasons books have been banned throughout history
and across the world. Whether as a gift or self-purchase, this brilliant book is a must-have addition
to the library of curious thinkers, borrowers and lifelong learners. If you enjoy Banned Books, then
why not try Great Loves - the first title in DK's quirky new hardback series, full of insightful and
intriguing topics.

120 days of sodom book: The 120 Days of Sodom, and Other Writings marquis de Sade, 1985

120 days of sodom book: The Evil 100 Martin Gilman Wolcott, 2004 Who was the evilest of the
evil, the baddest of,the bad? For armies of armchair thrill seekers and,shudder hounds everywhere,
The Evil 100 presents a,cold, heartless ranking of the world's 100 most,malevolent people, past and
present. Including,well-known figures from Stalin to Jack the Ripper,to Bin Laden, obscure
characters like King,Astyges, who punished a servant by feeding the man,his own son, and evil
organisations such as the,Klu Klux Klan. This makes for more than a simple,catalogue of atrocities, it
is a serious,examination of the darker side to human nature.

120 days of sodom book: The Novel: An Alternative History, 1600-1800 Steven Moore,
2013-08-29 Winner of the Christian Gauss Award for excellence in literary scholarship from the Phi
Beta Kappa Society Having excavated the world's earliest novels in his previous book, literary
historian Steven Moore explores in this sequel the remarkable flowering of the novel between the
years 1600 and 1800-from Don Quixote to America's first big novel, an homage to Cervantes entitled
Modern Chivalry. This is the period of such classic novels as Tom Jones, Candide, and Dangerous
Liaisons, but beyond the dozen or so recognized classics there are hundreds of other interesting
novels that appeared then, known only to specialists: Spanish picaresques, French heroic romances,
massive Chinese novels, Japanese graphic novels, eccentric English novels, and the earliest
American novels. These minor novels are not only interesting in their own right, but also provide the
context needed to appreciate why the major novels were major breakthroughs. The novel
experienced an explosive growth spurt during these centuries as novelists experimented with
different forms and genres: epistolary novels, romances, Gothic thrillers, novels in verse, parodies,
science fiction, episodic road trips, and family sagas, along with quirky, unclassifiable experiments
in fiction that resemble contemporary, avant-garde works. As in his previous volume, Moore



privileges the innovators and outriders, those who kept the novel novel. In the most comprehensive
history of this period ever written, Moore examines over 400 novels from around the world in a lively
style that is as entertaining as it is informative. Though written for a general audience, The Novel,
An Alternative History also provides the scholarly apparatus required by the serious student of the
period. This sequel, like its predecessor, is a zestfully encyclopedic, avidly opinionated, and
dazzlingly fresh history of the most 'elastic’ of literary formst? (Booklist).

120 days of sodom book: The Curse of the Marquis de Sade Joel Warner, 2023-02-21 NEW
YORK TIMES EDITORS’ CHOICE -« The captivating, deeply reported true story of how one of the
most notorious novels ever written—Marquis de Sade’s 120 Days of Sodom—landed at the heart of
one of the biggest scams in modern literary history. “Reading The Curse of the Marquis de Sade,
with the Marquis, the sabotage of rare manuscript sales, and a massive Ponzi scheme at its center,
felt like a twisty waterslide shooting through a sleazy and bizarre landscape. This book is
wild.”—Adam McKay, Academy Award-winning filmmaker Described as both “one of the most
important novels ever written” and “the gospel of evil,” 120 Days of Sodom was written by the
Marquis de Sade, a notorious eighteenth-century aristocrat who waged a campaign of mayhem and
debauchery across France, evaded execution, and inspired the word “sadism,” which came to mean
receiving pleasure from pain. Despite all his crimes, Sade considered this work to be his greatest
transgression. The original manuscript of 120 Days of Sodom, a tiny scroll penned in the bowels of
the Bastille in Paris, would embark on a centuries-spanning odyssey across Europe, passing from
nineteenth-century banned book collectors to pioneering sex researchers to avant-garde artists
before being hidden away from Nazi book burnings. In 2014, the world heralded its return to France
when the scroll was purchased for millions by Gérard Lhéritier, the self-made son of a plumber who
had used his savvy business skills to upend France’s renowned rare-book market. But the sale
opened the door to vendettas by the government, feuds among antiquarian booksellers, manuscript
sales derailed by sabotage, a record-breaking lottery jackpot, and allegations of a decade-long
billion-euro con, the specifics of which, if true, would make the scroll part of France’s largest-ever
Ponzi scheme. Told with gripping reporting and flush with deceit and scandal, The Curse of the
Marquis de Sade weaves together the sweeping odyssey of 120 Days of Sodom and the spectacular
rise and fall of Lhéritier, once the “king of manuscripts” and now known to many as the Bernie
Madoff of France. At its center is an urgent question for all those who cherish the written word: As
the age of handwriting comes to an end, what do we owe the original texts left behind?

120 days of sodom book: Styles of Radical Will Susan Sontag, 2002-03-06 A collection of
essays reveals the author's interpretation of aesthetics and morality in film, literature, and politics,
and provides a provocative study on pornography

120 days of sodom book: The Book of Minor Perverts Benjamin Kahan, 2019-02-05
Shortlisted for the Modernist Studies Assocation Book Prize Statue-fondlers, wanderlusters, sex
magicians, and nymphomaniacs: the story of these forgotten sexualities—what Michel Foucault
deemed “minor perverts”—has never before been told. In The Book of Minor Perverts, Benjamin
Kahan sets out to chart the proliferation of sexual classification that arose with the advent of
nineteenth-century sexology. The book narrates the shift from Foucault’s “thousand aberrant
sexualities” to one: homosexuality. The focus here is less on the effects of queer identity and more
on the lines of causation behind a surprising array of minor perverts who refuse to fit neatly into our
familiar sexual frameworks. The result stands at the intersection of history, queer studies, and the
medical humanities to offer us a new way of feeling our way into the past.

120 days of sodom book: Salo, 2008
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