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Susan Sontag Against Interpretation PDF: An In-Depth
Exploration of Her Critique of Art and Interpretation

Susan Sontag against interpretation pdf is a phrase often searched by students, scholars, and
literature enthusiasts eager to understand Sontag’s influential critique of traditional approaches to
art and interpretation. Her essay, titled "Against Interpretation," published in 1964, challenges the
conventional methods of analyzing and understanding art, advocating instead for a more immediate
and visceral engagement with artistic works. This article delves into Sontag's key ideas, the
significance of her critique, and how her arguments continue to influence contemporary art criticism
and theory.

Understanding Susan Sontag's "Against Interpretation"

The Context and Background

Published in 1964 in the Partisan Review, Susan Sontag’s "Against Interpretation" emerged during a
period of significant shifts in art criticism and literary theory. The post-war era saw a surge of
structuralism, psychoanalysis, and semiotics influencing how critics approached art. Sontag's essay
responded to these trends, which she believed reduced artworks to symbols and interpretive
frameworks, stripping away their sensory and emotional essence.

Sontag’s critique was rooted in her desire to re-center the experience of art on its immediate impact
rather than its interpretive meanings. Her stance was a call for a more direct, unmediated
engagement that appreciates art’s sensory and aesthetic qualities without the need to decode or
analyze everything into a symbolic language.

Core Principles of "Against Interpretation"

Rejection of Excessive Interpretation: Sontag argues that interpretation often diminishes
the visceral experience of art by over-analyzing and reducing it to symbols or themes.

Prioritizing Sensory Experience: She advocates for appreciating art through immediate
sensory engagement rather than through intellectual analysis.

Authentic Artistic Experience: Sontag emphasizes experiencing art in its pure form,
allowing its aesthetic qualities to resonate directly with the viewer.



Critique of the "Heritage of Interpretation": She criticizes the tendency of critics and
scholars to impose their own interpretive frameworks, which can distort the original impact of
artworks.

The Main Arguments Presented by Sontag

Interpretation as a Form of Violence

One of Sontag’s most provocative assertions is that interpretation can be a form of violence against
art. She suggests that by dissecting and analyzing, critics often destroy the artwork’s spontaneity
and immediacy. This process can lead to a loss of the artwork’s sensory richness, reducing it to mere
symbols or messages.

The Illusion of Meaning

Sontag challenges the idea that all artworks inherently possess a fixed meaning. She argues that the
obsession with uncovering meaning can obscure the aesthetic and emotional experience. Instead of
seeking meaning, she encourages viewers to simply experience the art without the need for
interpretation.

Art for Its Own Sake

Her philosophy promotes the idea that art should be appreciated for its own qualities—its beauty,
form, color, and texture—rather than as a vessel for ideological or symbolic messages. This
perspective aligns with the modernist approach to art, which emphasizes form and aesthetic
experience.

The Role of the Critic

Sontag criticizes critics for over-intellectualizing art, which she believes can alienate viewers and
diminish their personal engagement. She suggests that critics should serve as facilitators of
aesthetic appreciation rather than interpreters who impose their own meanings.

The Significance of the "Against Interpretation" Essay



Impact on Art Criticism and Theory

Sontag’s essay marked a shift in how art and literature were approached, emphasizing sensory
experience over intellectual analysis. Her ideas influenced subsequent movements such as
aestheticism, phenomenology, and minimalism, which prioritize direct perception and emotional
response.

Enduring Relevance in Contemporary Discourse

Despite being published nearly six decades ago, Sontag’s critique remains relevant today. In an era
dominated by digital media, social media, and rapid consumption of visual culture, her call to focus
on immediate aesthetic experience resonates strongly. Many contemporary artists and critics
advocate for a more visceral engagement with art, echoing her principles.

How to Access the "Against Interpretation" PDF

Legal and Ethical Considerations

When searching for "susan sontag against interpretation pdf," it is important to access the document
through legitimate sources to respect copyright laws. Many academic institutions and libraries
provide access to her essays via subscriptions or institutional access.

Where to Find the PDF

University Libraries: If you're affiliated with a university, check your library’s digital1.
resources for access to the essay.

Academic Databases: Platforms like JSTOR, ProQuest, or Project MUSE often host her2.
works.

Official Publications: The essay is included in collections such as On Photography or Against3.
Interpretation and Other Essays. Purchasing or borrowing these books can give you full
access.

Authorized Online Sources: Some literary and academic websites may host the essay with4.
proper permissions.



Critical Reception and Debates Surrounding Sontag’s
Ideas

Supporters’ Perspective

Many critics appreciate Sontag’s emphasis on aesthetic experience, viewing her as a champion of
sensory engagement and artistic authenticity. Her call to avoid over-interpretation encourages a
more personal and immediate connection with art.

Critics’ Counterarguments

Some argue that interpretation is essential for understanding complex artworks and that
dismissing analysis could oversimplify rich cultural texts.

Others believe that her approach underestimates the importance of contextual and symbolic
meanings in art.

Academic scholars often see her stance as too dismissive of theoretical frameworks that
deepen understanding.

Applying Sontag’s Principles in Modern Art
Appreciation

Practical Tips for a Sontagian Approach

Engage with the Art Directly: Spend time experiencing the artwork without rushing to1.
analyze its meaning.

Focus on Sensory Details: Notice color, texture, form, and emotional reactions.2.

Avoid Over-Intellectualizing: Allow your personal response to guide your appreciation3.
before seeking intellectual interpretation.

Visit Galleries and Museums: Spend time with artworks in person, embracing the4.
immediacy of the visual experience.



Balancing Interpretation and Experience

While Sontag advocates for emphasizing immediate aesthetic experience, she does not entirely
dismiss interpretation. Instead, she suggests that interpretation should follow, not preempt, genuine
engagement with the work. Striking a balance can enrich one’s appreciation without sacrificing
sensory immediacy.

Conclusion: The Lasting Legacy of "Against
Interpretation"

Susan Sontag’s "Against Interpretation" remains a foundational text in art criticism, challenging us
to reconsider how we engage with artistic works. Her critique encourages a shift from intellectual
dissection to visceral appreciation, emphasizing the importance of direct sensory experience.
Whether through reading her essays or applying her principles in everyday encounters with art, her
ideas continue to inspire a more authentic and personal approach to aesthetic engagement.

For those interested in exploring her work further, accessing the "susan sontag against
interpretation pdf" through legitimate channels will provide valuable insights into her revolutionary
perspective on art and interpretation. Embracing her philosophy can deepen one’s appreciation of
art’s immediate power and lasting impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument of Susan Sontag in 'Against
Interpretation'?
Susan Sontag argues that focusing solely on interpretation diminishes the aesthetic experience of
art and advocates for appreciating art for its sensual, perceptual qualities rather than deciphering
its symbolic meanings.

How does Sontag criticize traditional approaches to art
interpretation?
She criticizes the tendency to reduce art to a set of symbols or meanings, which she believes strips
away the sensory and emotional engagement that art can evoke, promoting a more direct
appreciation of art's form and experience.

What does 'Against Interpretation' say about the role of the
critic?
Sontag suggests that critics should focus less on decoding meanings and more on conveying the
immediate, sensory impact of artwork, encouraging a more visceral and less interpretive



engagement with art.

Is 'Against Interpretation' available as a PDF, and how can I
access it?
Yes, 'Against Interpretation' is available in PDF format through various online academic resources,
libraries, and bookstores. However, ensure you access it legally through authorized sources or
purchase to respect copyright.

Why has 'Against Interpretation' remained relevant in
contemporary art criticism?
It remains relevant because it challenges critics and audiences to experience art directly,
emphasizing sensation and emotion over analytical interpretation, which continues to influence
modern approaches to aesthetics.

What are some criticisms of Sontag's stance in 'Against
Interpretation'?
Critics argue that dismissing interpretation might oversimplify complex artworks and that
understanding symbolic or contextual meanings can deepen appreciation and insight into art.

How does Sontag differentiate between interpretation and
perception?
She advocates for perception as an immediate, sensory experience of art, while interpretation
involves analytical decoding of symbols and meanings, which she considers potentially distracting
from the artwork's sensual qualities.

Can 'Against Interpretation' be applied to modern digital art
forms?
Yes, Sontag's emphasis on sensory experience can be applied to digital art, encouraging viewers to
engage with the visual and immersive aspects rather than solely analyzing underlying messages or
code.

What impact did 'Against Interpretation' have on the New York
School of critics and artists?
The essay influenced critics and artists by promoting a focus on aesthetic experience and form,
encouraging a more immediate and less interpretive approach to engaging with art.

Where can I find a PDF version of Susan Sontag's 'Against
Interpretation'?
You can find PDFs of 'Against Interpretation' through academic databases, university libraries, or



authorized online bookstores. Always ensure to access legal and authorized copies to respect
copyright laws.

Additional Resources
Susan Sontag Against Interpretation PDF: An In-Depth Analysis of a Cultural Critique

In the landscape of 20th-century thought, few works have sparked as much debate and reflection as
Susan Sontag’s seminal essay, Against Interpretation. As a cornerstone of modern cultural criticism,
the essay challenges traditional modes of art criticism and urges a shift towards a more immediate,
sensory engagement with art and culture. The availability of the Against Interpretation PDF has
made this influential text more accessible, allowing readers, students, scholars, and critics
worldwide to delve into Sontag’s provocative ideas. This article explores the core themes of the
essay, its historical context, its ongoing relevance, and the significance of the PDF as a tool for
disseminating Sontag’s critique.

---

Understanding Susan Sontag’s Against Interpretation

The Genesis and Context of the Essay

Published in 1964 in Partisan Review, Against Interpretation emerged during a period of cultural
upheaval. The post-World War II era saw a reevaluation of aesthetics, art forms, and the role of
criticism. Critics and theorists grappled with the increasing complexity of art, striving to interpret
symbols, themes, and underlying messages. Sontag’s essay was both a critique of these interpretive
tendencies and an invitation to embrace a more visceral engagement with art.

Sontag was responding to what she saw as an overemphasis on decoding and analyzing art’s
symbolic content, which, she argued, often diminished the immediate sensory and emotional impact
of artworks. Her critique was not aimed at the value of interpretation itself but at its excessiveness
and its tendency to reduce art to a mere vessel of meaning rather than an experience to be felt.

The Central Thesis: Rejection of Excessive Interpretation

At its core, Against Interpretation advocates for “a new sensibility,” emphasizing the importance of
experiencing art without the constant overlay of intellectual analysis. Sontag posits that
interpretation often strips art of its visceral power, turning it into a puzzle to be solved rather than
an encounter to be lived.

She writes:

> “In place of a hermeneutics of suspicion, I am proposing a sensual, almost aesthetic, approach to



art—a focus on the immediate, the perceptual, rather than on the symbolic or conceptual.”

This statement encapsulates her desire to shift the focus from decoding to feeling, from analysis to
appreciation.

---

The Key Themes of Against Interpretation

1. Sensory Experience over Intellectualization

Sontag champions the idea that art should be experienced with the senses, emphasizing immediacy
over intellectual dissection. She suggests that excessive interpretation distances us from the visceral
impact of art, leading to a sort of “interpretive paralysis.” Instead, she urges readers and critics to
allow themselves to be moved directly by the work—whether through sight, sound, or touch—before
attempting to analyze its meaning.

2. Critique of Over-Interpretation in Culture

A significant theme in Sontag’s critique is the tendency of critics and intellectuals to impose layered
interpretations on art, which can lead to a sterile, overly cerebral approach that diminishes the
work’s emotional power. She argues that this tendency is prevalent across various cultural domains,
including literature, cinema, and visual arts.

Sontag warns that over-interpretation can:

- Obscure the immediate emotional or aesthetic qualities of a work.
- Reduce art to a set of symbols, thus stripping it of its sensory vitality.
- Elevate the critic’s perspective at the expense of the audience’s direct experience.

3. The Role of the Critic

While advocating for a less interpretive approach, Sontag does not dismiss criticism altogether.
Instead, she calls for critics to serve as guides that help audiences access the sensory and emotional
dimensions of art rather than as interpretive authorities who decode hidden meanings. Critics, in her
view, should facilitate an experience rather than dominate it.

4. The Aesthetic and the Ethical

Sontag also explores the relationship between aesthetics and ethics, suggesting that over-
interpretation can obscure the ethical dimensions of art by reducing it to a set of symbols. She



advocates for appreciating art’s aesthetic qualities first and foremost, arguing that this approach
can lead to a more genuine ethical engagement with cultural works.

---

The Historical and Cultural Significance of Against
Interpretation

Impact on Art Criticism and Theory

Sontag’s Against Interpretation challenged prevailing attitudes in the 1960s, a period marked by
structuralism, semiotics, and a burgeoning postmodernism that often emphasized the multiplicity of
meanings. Her call to prioritize sensory experience resonated with a broader skeptical stance
toward over-analysis, influencing fields as diverse as literary criticism, film studies, and visual arts.

Her critique also prefigured later debates about the “death of the author,” emphasizing the
importance of the viewer’s experience over the authorial intent. This shift helped pave the way for
aesthetic theories that celebrate multiplicity, subjectivity, and immediate perception.

Relevance in Contemporary Culture

Today, Against Interpretation remains remarkably relevant amid digital culture’s inundation of
images, texts, and multimedia. The proliferation of interpretive frameworks—ranging from academic
theory to social media commentary—often risks overwhelming genuine engagement with cultural
artifacts.

Sontag’s emphasis on sensory experience acts as a reminder to balance analysis with direct
experience. In an era where “scrolling” has become the default mode of engagement, her call to
“stop interpreting” and “start feeling” offers a counterbalance, urging audiences to reconnect with
the visceral dimensions of art and life.

---

The Against Interpretation PDF: Accessibility and Its
Role in Cultural Discourse

Why the PDF Format Matters

The digital availability of Against Interpretation in PDF format has democratized access to Sontag’s



influential ideas. Traditionally, the essay was published in print, limiting its immediate accessibility
to those with subscriptions, library access, or the means to purchase the publication. Today, PDFs
enable students, educators, and critics worldwide to easily access, cite, and analyze the text.

PDFs also facilitate:

- High-quality reproductions of the original essay.
- Easy highlighting and annotation for academic purposes.
- Sharing in online courses and discussion forums.

Academic and Educational Use

The PDF version of Against Interpretation is widely used in academic settings to introduce students
to critical theory, aesthetics, and cultural criticism. Its straightforward format allows for deep
engagement, enabling learners to annotate passages, compare interpretations, and develop their
critical perspectives.

Many online repositories and university libraries host Against Interpretation PDFs, often
accompanied by supplementary materials such as commentaries, bibliographies, and contextual
essays. This enhances comprehension and encourages nuanced discussion.

Critical Engagement and Modern Relevance

Access to the PDF also fosters critical engagement with Sontag’s ideas. Readers can analyze her
arguments, compare them with contemporary theories, and explore how her critique applies today.
For instance, discussions on social media’s role in shaping art reception or the trend toward “visual
literacy” echo her emphasis on immediate sensory experience.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Sontag’s Against
Interpretation

Susan Sontag’s Against Interpretation remains a vital text in understanding the evolution of cultural
criticism. Its call to prioritize sensory engagement over excessive analysis challenges us to
experience art in a more immediate and emotionally honest way. The availability of the Against
Interpretation PDF has ensured that her provocative insights continue to inform contemporary
discourse, fostering a culture that values both critical thought and visceral experience.

In an age saturated with information and interpretation, Sontag’s message serves as a vital
reminder: sometimes, the most profound understanding comes not from decoding but from feeling.
Whether you are a student exploring aesthetics, a critic shaping opinions, or an art lover seeking
genuine connection, engaging with her essay—through its PDF or other formats—offers an
opportunity to rethink the way we encounter culture in our daily lives.



---

References and Further Reading

- Sontag, Susan. Against Interpretation and Other Essays. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux,
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Note: For legal and ethical reasons, ensure that any PDF of Against Interpretation you access is
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publishers’ websites.
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  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: The Place of Poetics within Documentary
Filmmaking Keith Marley, 2023-07-21 This collection aims to give insight to the reader as to how
poetic approaches to documentary filmmaking have helped to develop the documentary form into a
rich and diverse way of representing the real world in film. As such, it is the aesthetics of
documentary filmmaking that becomes the primary focus of discussion within this collection. The
majority of the chapters are written by documentary filmmakers who give insight into how poetics
have influenced their own approach to documentary filmmaking, while other chapters are written by
film scholars who analyse the work of others, in order to uncover how poetics are manifested in
existing documentary films. This book will be of interest to those who produce documentary films, as
well as those who have an interest in the work of other documentary filmmakers.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: Against Interpretation Susan Sontag, 2001-08-25
The author relates her theories of literary criticism to the total aesthetic experience.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: Against Creative Writing Andrew Cowan,
2022-09-13 The rise of Creative Writing has been accompanied from the start by two questions: can
it be taught, and should it be taught? This scepticism is sometimes shared even by those who teach
it, who often find themselves split between two contradictory identities: the artistic and the
academic. Against Creative Writing explores the difference between ‘writing’, which is what writers
do, and Creative Writing, which is the instrumentalisation of what writers do. Beginning with the
question of whether writing can or ought to be taught, it looks in turn at the justifications for BA,
MA, and PhD courses, and concludes with the divided role of the writer who teaches. It argues in
favour of Creative Writing as a form of hands-on literary education at undergraduate level and a
form of literary apprenticeship at graduate level, especially in widening access to new voices. It
argues against those forms of Creative Writing that lose sight of literary values – as seen in the
proliferation of curricular couplings with non-literary subjects, or the increasing emphasis on
developing skills for future employment. Against Creative Writing, written by a writer, is addressed
to other writers, inside or outside the academy, at undergraduate or graduate level, whether
‘creative’ or ‘critical’.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: Allegories of the Anthropocene Elizabeth M.
DeLoughrey, 2019-06-28 Elizabeth M. DeLoughrey traces how indigenous and postcolonial peoples
in the Caribbean and Pacific Islands grapple with the enormity of colonialism and anthropogenic
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climate change through art, poetry, and literature by using allegorical narratives.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: The Scandal of Susan Sontag Barbara Ching,
Jennifer A Wagner-Lawlor, 2009-11-30 Susan Sontag (1933-2004) spoke of the promiscuity of art and
literature& mdash;the willingness of great artists and writers to scandalize their spectators through
critical frankness, complexity, and beauty. Sontag's life and thought were no less promiscuous. She
wrote deeply and engagingly about a range of subjects& mdash;theater, sex, politics, novels, torture,
and illness& mdash;and courted celebrity and controversy both publicly and privately. Throughout
her career, she not only earned adulation but also provoked scorn. Her living was the embodiment of
scandal. In this collection, Terry Castle, Nancy K. Miller, Wayne Koestenbaum, E. Ann Kaplan, and
other leading scholars revisit Sontag's groundbreaking life and work. Against Interpretation, Notes
on Camp, Letter from Hanoi, On Photography, Illness as Metaphor, I, Etcetera, and The Volcano
Lover& mdash;these works form the center of essays no less passionate and imaginative than Sontag
herself. Debating questions raised by the thinker's own images and identities, including her
sexuality, these works question Sontag's status as a female intellectual and her parallel interest in
ambitious and prophetic fictional women; her ambivalence toward popular culture; and her personal
and professional scandals. Paired with rare photographs and illustrations, this timely anthology
expands our understanding of Sontag's images and power.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: Jean Baudrillard Brian Gogan, 2017-11 This work
is the first book-length treatment of Jean Baudrillard as a rhetorical theorist--
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: Training for Catastrophe Lindsay Thomas,
2021-03-16 A timely, politically savvy examination of how impossible disasters shape the very real
possibilities of our world Why would the normally buttoned-down national security state imagine
lurid future scenarios like a zombie apocalypse? In Training for Catastrophe, author Lindsay Thomas
shows how our security regime reimagines plausibility to focus on unlikely and even unreal events
rather than probable ones. With an in-depth focus on preparedness (a pivotal, emergent national
security paradigm since 9/11) she explores how fiction shapes national security. Thomas finds fiction
at work in unexpected settings, from policy documents and workplace training manuals to comics
and video games. Through these texts—as well as plenty of science fiction—she examines the
philosophy of preparedness, interrogating the roots of why it asks us to treat explicitly fictional
events as real. Thomas connects this philosophical underpinning to how preparedness plays out in
contemporary politics, emphasizing how it uses aesthetic elements like realism, genre, character,
and plot to train people both to regard some disasters as normal and to ignore others. Training for
Catastrophe makes an important case for how these documents elicit consent and compliance.
Thomas draws from a huge archive of texts—including a Centers for Disease Control comic about a
zombie apocalypse, the work of Audre Lorde, and the political thrillers of former national security
advisor Richard Clarke—to ask difficult questions about the uses and values of fiction. A major
statement on how national security intrudes into questions of art and life, Training for Catastrophe is
a timely intervention into how we confront disasters.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: I'm Buffy and You're History Patricia Pender,
2016-06-28 Buffy the Vampire Slayer gave contemporary TV viewers an exhilarating alternative to
the tired cultural trope of a hapless, attractive blonde woman victimized by a murderous male
villain. With its strong, capable heroine, witty dialogue, and a creator (Joss Whedon) who identifies
himself as a feminist, the cult show became one of the most widely analysed texts in contemporary
popular culture. The last episode, broadcast in 2002, did not herald the passing of a fleeting
phenomenon: Buffy is a media presence still, active on DVD and the internet, alive in the career of
Joss Whedon and studied internationally. I'm Buffy and You're History puts the entire series under
the microscope, investigating its gender and feminist politics.In this book, Patricia Pender argues
that Buffy includes diverse elements of feminism and reconfigures - and sometimes revises - the
ideals of American second wave feminism for a wide third wave audience. She also explores the
ways in which the final season's vision of collective feminist activism negotiates racial and class
boundaries.Exploring the Slayer's postmodern politics, her position as a third wave feminist icon,



her placing of masculinity in extremis, and her fandom and legacy in popular culture, this is a fresh
and challenging contribution to the growing literature on the pitfalls and pleasures of a great cult TV
show.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: Solidarities with the Non/Human, or, Posthumanism
in Literature Stefan Herbrechter, 2024-11-18 This volume collects essays written over the last
decade by one of the founders and leading figures of the theoretical movement of critical
posthumanism. The readings of literary texts gathered here, from Shakespeare, Keats, Camus,
Vittorini, Kundera, Haushofer, Atwood, Eagleman, Crace and DeLillo, focus on ‘posthumanist
moments’ in which questions of postanthropocentrism and the nonhuman become prominent, are
negotiated and ultimately foreclosed. They show how a deconstructively-minded way of reading
humanistically-motivated texts can help making these texts relevant for our so-called ‘posthuman
times’. In doing so, these critical posthumanist readings demonstrate that literature remains one of
the privileged cultural institutions and practices from which solidarities both with and between the
human and nonhuman can be formed and negotiated.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: The Container Principle Alexander Klose,
2015-02-13 A cultural history of the shipping container as a crucible of globalization and a cultural
paradigm. We live in a world organized around the container. Standardized twenty- and forty-foot
shipping containers carry material goods across oceans and over land; provide shelter, office space,
and storage capacity; inspire films, novels, metaphors, and paradigms. Today, TEU (Twenty Foot
Equivalent Unit, the official measurement for shipping containers) has become something like a
global currency. A container ship, sailing under the flag of one country but owned by a corporation
headquartered in another, carrying auto parts from Japan, frozen fish from Vietnam, and rubber
ducks from China, offers a vivid representation of the increasing, world-is-flat globalization of the
international economy. In The Container Principle, Alexander Klose investigates the principle of the
container and its effect on the way we live and think. Klose explores a series of “container
situations” in their historical, political, and cultural contexts. He examines the container as a time
capsule, sometimes breaking loose and washing up onshore to display an inventory of artifacts of our
culture. He explains the “Matryoshka principle,” explores the history of land-water transport, and
charts the three phases of container history. He examines the rise of logistics, the containerization
of computing in the form of modularization and standardization, the architecture of container-like
housing (citing both Le Corbusier and Malvina Reynolds's “Little Boxes”), and a range of artistic
projects inspired by containers. Containerization, spreading from physical storage to organizational
metaphors, Klose argues, signals a change in the fundamental order of thinking and things. It has
become a principle.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: Ego Frank Schirrmacher, 2015-11-30 Twenty-five
years after the end of the Cold War, a new Cold War is being waged in our societies. During the Cold
War a theoretical model of man was developed by economists and the military, an egotistical being
interested only in his own benefit and in duping his opponents to achieve his ends: a modern homo
oeconomicus. After his career in the Cold War ended, he was not scrapped but adapted to the needs
of the twenty-first century. He became the ringmaster of a new era of information capitalism. He
sought to read, control and influence thoughts; to predict, price and eliminate risks. Today
stock-market trading is guided by him. He uses computer algorithms and Big Data to build up
detailed pictures of our preferences and then suggest and sell goods to us. The model has become a
self-fulfilling prophecy. We are no longer the masters of our own fate. The Game of Life runs without
us. Schirrmacher traces the progress of this extreme rationalization of social life from the Cold War
games of the 1950s Rand Corporation to the stock-market trading techniques that brought about the
financial crash of 2008, showing how these developments were interwoven with the rise of game
theory, rational choice theory and neoliberal economics. The state and politics increasingly
submitted themselves to the logic of computerized game theory and an economistic view of the
world, evading real decision-making in the process. In this brave new world individuals, alone in
front of their computers, may think they are constructing a reality of their own choosing, but in fact



they are being manipulated all along by others who are setting the rules of the game. This
international bestseller by one of Germanys most distinguished journalists is a powerful indictment
of a way of thinking that has become pervasive and threatens to undermine not only parliaments and
constitutions but also the sovereignty of the individual to be the person he or she wants to be.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: Sentient Performativities of Embodiment Lynette
Hunter, Elisabeth Krimmer, Peter Lichtenfels, 2016-05-05 This collection offers writings on the body
with a focus on performance, defined as both staged performance and everyday performance.
Traditionally, theorizations of the body have either analyzed its impact on its socio-historical
environment or treated the body as a self-enclosed semiotic and affective system. This collection
makes a conscious effort to merge these two approaches. It is interested in interactions between
bodies and other bodies, bodies and environments, and bodies and objects.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: Satire and Protest in Putin’s Russia Aleksei
Semenenko, 2021-11-30 This book studies satirical protest in today’s Russia, addressing the complex
questions of the limits of allowed humor, the oppressive mechanisms deployed by the State and
pro-State agents as well as counterstrategies of cultural resistance. What forms of satirical protest
are there? Is there State-sanctioned satire? Can satire be associated with propaganda? How is satire
related to myth? Is satirical protest at all effective?—these are some of the questions the authors
tackle in this book. The first part presents an overview of the evolution of satire on stage, on the
Internet and on television on the background of the changing post-Soviet media landscape in the
Putin era. Part Two consists of five studies of satirical protest in music, poetry and public protests.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: African Film and Literature Lindiwe Dovey, 2009
Analyzing a range of South African and West African films inspired by African and non-African
literature, Lindiwe Dovey identifies a specific trend in contemporary African filmmaking-one in
which filmmakers are using the embodied audiovisual medium of film to offer a critique of physical
and psychological violence. Against a detailed history of the medium's savage introduction and
exploitation by colonial powers in two very different African contexts, Dovey examines the complex
ways in which African filmmakers are preserving, mediating, and critiquing their own cultures while
seeking a united vision of the future. More than merely representing socio-cultural realities in
Africa, these films engage with issues of colonialism and postcolonialism, updating both the history
and the literature they adapt to address contemporary audiences in Africa and elsewhere. Through
this deliberate and radical re-historicization of texts and realities, Dovey argues that African
filmmakers have developed a method of filmmaking that is altogether distinct from European and
American forms of adaptation.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: Teaching Creative Writing in Canada Darryl
Whetter, 2024-12-04 Teaching Creative Writing in Canada maps the landscape of Creative Writing
programmes across Canada. Canada’s position, both culturally and physically, as a midpoint
between the two major Anglophone influences on Creative Writing pedagogyy—the UK and the
USA—makes it a unique and relevant vantage for the study of contemporary Creative Writing
pedagogy. Showcasing writer-professors from Canada’s major Creative Writing programmes, the
collection considers the climate-crisis, contemporary workshop scepticism, curriculum design,
programme management, prize culture, grants and interdisciplinarity. Each chapter concludes with
field-tested writing advice from many of Canada’s most influential professors of fiction, poetry,
creative nonfiction and drama. This authoritative volume offers an important national perspective on
contemporary and timeless issues in Creative Writing pedagogy and their varied treatment in
Canada. It will be of valuable to other creative teachers and practitioners, those with an interest in
teaching and learning a creative art and anyone working on cultural and educational landscapes.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: Kubrick's Story, Spielberg's Film Julian Rice,
2017-06-16 In 1963 Stanley Kubrick declared, “Dr. Strangelove came from my desire to do
something about the nuclear nightmare.” Thirty years later, he was preparing to film another story
about the human impulse for self-destruction. Unfortunately, the director passed away in 1999,
before his project could be fully realized. However, fellow visionary Steven Spielberg took on the



venture, and A.I. Artificial Intelligence debuted in theaters two years after Kubrick’s death. While
Kubrick’s concept shares similarities with the finished film, there are significant differences between
his screenplay and Spielberg's production. In Kubrick’s Story, Spielberg’s Film: A.I. Artificial
Intelligence, Julian Rice examines the intellectual sources and cinematic processes that expressed
the extraordinary ideas of one great artist through the distinctive vision of another. A.I. is decidedly
a Kubrick film in its concern for the future of the world, and it is both a Kubrick and a Spielberg film
in the alienation of its central character. However, Spielberg’s alienated characters evolve through
friendships, while Kubrick’s protagonists are markedly alone. Rice explores how the directors’
disparate sensibilities aligned and where they diverged. By analyzing Kubrick’s treatment and
Spielberg’s finished film, Rice compares the imaginations of two gifted but very different filmmakers
and draws conclusions about their unique conceptions. Kubrick’s Story, Spielberg’s Film is a
fascinating look into the creative process of two of cinema’s most profound auteurs and will appeal
to scholars of film as well as to fans of both directors.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: The Poetic Artistry of José Watanabe Randy Muth,
Alfredo López-Pasarín Basabe, Shigeko Mato, 2021-09-11 Connecting multiple academic areas, this
book addresses three aspects of the poetry of José Watanabe: 1) the construction of Japaneseness in
the poetic works and public figure of the poet, 2) the skillful manipulation of literary devices
characteristic of his poetry, 3) the unique sensibilities and moods of ephemerality and ineffableness
prevalent in his poetic works. The trans/interdisciplinary nature of the book intends to promote a
dialogue and exchange of ideas across academic fields neglected in most studies on the Peruvian
poet. Written by researchers based in Japan, it offers a unique perspective of Japanese cultural
phenomenon unavailable in previous studies. The goal of the book is to shed light on how Japan
continues to be seen by the West through essentialist notions and stereotypical representations, as
well as to highlight the fact that the literary quality of Watanabe’s poetic artistry does not reside in it
being “Japanese” and can be appreciated without resorting to essentialist categorizations based on
positive Japanese stereotypes.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: East German Cinema S. Heiduschke, 2013-10-10
East Germany's film monopoly, Deutsche Film-Aktiengesellschaft, produced a films ranging beyond
simple propaganda to westerns, musicals, and children's films, among others. This book equips
scholars with the historical background to understand East German cinema and guides the readers
through the DEFA archive via examinations of twelve films.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: Latin American Documentary Narratives Liliana
Chávez Díaz, 2021-11-04 Winner of the Victor Villaseñor Best Latino Focused Nonfiction Book Award
– English, from the 2022 International Latino Book Awards What defines the boundary between fact
and fabrication, fiction and nonfiction, literature and journalism? Latin American Documentary
Narratives unpacks the precarious testimonial relationship between author and subject, where the
literary journalist, rather than the subject being interviewed, can become the hero of a narrative in
its recording and retelling. Latin American Documentary Narratives covers a variety of nonfiction
genres from the 1950s to the 2000s that address topics such as social protests, dictatorships, natural
disasters, crime and migration in Latin America. This book analyzes – and includes an appendix of
interviews with – authors who have not previously been critically read together, from the early and
emblematic works of Gabriel García Márquez and Elena Poniatowska to more recent authors, like
Leila Guerriero and Juan Villoro, who are currently reshaping media and audiences in Latin America.
In a world overwhelmed by data production and marked by violent acts against those considered
'others', Liliana Chávez Díaz argues that storytelling plays an essential role in communication among
individuals, classes and cultures.
  susan sontag against interpretation pdf: Reading the Child in Children's Literature David
Rudd, 2017-09-16 An essential text that provides students with a dynamic, sophisticated and
controversial look at the critical representation of the child in children's literature, arguing for a
more open and eclectic approach: one that celebrates the diverse power, appeal and possibilities of
children's literature. Drawing on psychoanalytically informed perspectives, David Rudd shows



students how theory can be both exciting and liberating. This is a thought-provoking supplementary
text for modules on Children's literature or literary theory which may be offered at the upper levels
of an undergraduate literature degree. In addition it is a stimulating resource for advanced students
who may be studying children's literature or literary theory as part of a taught postgraduate degree
in literature.
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