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Edwin Arnold Light of Asia

Edwin Arnold Light of Asia is a distinguished literary work that has left an
indelible mark on the world of poetry and spiritual literature. This epic
poem, authored by the British poet and journalist Edwin Arnold in the late
19th century, explores the life, teachings, and philosophy of Lord Buddha. It
is celebrated not only for its poetic beauty but also for its profound
spiritual insights, making it a timeless piece that bridges Eastern
philosophy with Western literary traditions. In this article, we delve into
the background, themes, significance, and enduring legacy of Light of Asia.

Introduction to Edwin Arnold and Light of Asia

Who Was Edwin Arnold?

Edwin Arnold (1832-1904) was a renowned British poet, journalist, and editor.
Known for his scholarly interest in Eastern religions and philosophies,
Arnold spent significant time in India, where he developed a deep
appreciation for Buddhist teachings. His works often aimed to introduce and
interpret Eastern spiritual traditions to Western audiences, fostering
greater understanding and appreciation.

The Genesis of Light of Asia

Published in 1879, Light of Asia was Arnold’s poetic tribute to the Buddha.
Written in blank verse, the poem narrates the life of Siddhartha Gautama, the
prince who became the Enlightened One. Arnold's purpose was to portray the
Buddha's spiritual journey as a universal message of compassion, wisdom, and
inner peace, accessible to readers regardless of their cultural background.

Major Themes of Light of Asia

The poem encapsulates several profound themes that resonate across cultures
and eras. These themes contribute to its lasting influence and relevance.

The Search for Enlightenment

At the core of Light of Asia is Siddhartha’s quest for spiritual liberation.
Arnold vividly depicts his internal struggles and the renunciation of worldly
pleasures in pursuit of universal truth.



e Recognition of suffering (Dukkha)
e Renunciation of worldly attachments

e Journey toward inner peace and wisdom

Compassion and Humanity

Arnold emphasizes Buddha's teachings on compassion, emphasizing the
importance of kindness and empathy towards all living beings.

e Metta (loving-kindness)

e Altruism as a path to enlightenment

e Universal brotherhood

Spiritual Awakening and Enlightenment

The poem portrays Buddha's enlightenment under the Bodhi tree as the
culmination of his spiritual quest, symbolizing the possibility of awakening
for all.

e The moment of awakening

e The dissemination of Buddha’s teachings

e The pursuit of Nirvana

Peace over War and Conflict

Arnold’s portrayal of Buddha advocates for peace, patience, and tolerance,
contrasting the violence and turmoil of the world with spiritual serenity.

Structure and Style of Light of Asia



Poetic Form

Light of Asia is composed in blank verse, a form that allows for a natural,
flowing rhythm, making it accessible and engaging.

Language and Imagery

Arnold’s language combines simplicity with poetic grandeur, employing vivid
imagery to evoke the spiritual atmosphere.

e Symbolic descriptions of nature and enlightenment
e Use of metaphors to depict inner states

e Rich imagery that captures the essence of Buddhist philosophy

Narrative Style

The poem follows a chronological narrative, from Siddhartha’s princely life
to his renunciation, enlightenment, and teachings, culminating in his
spiritual mission.

Historical and Cultural Significance

Introduction of Buddhism to the West

Light of Asia played a pivotal role in introducing Buddhist ideals to Western
audiences, fostering interest in Eastern spirituality during the Victorian
era.

Influence on Literature and Spiritual Thought

The work inspired numerous writers and thinkers, contributing to a broader
understanding of Eastern philosophies in Western literature.

Promotion of Intercultural Understanding

Arnold’s respectful and poetic portrayal of Buddha helped bridge cultural
gaps, promoting mutual respect and curiosity.



Legacy and Modern Relevance

Enduring Popularity

Decades after its publication, Light of Asia remains a significant literary
work, studied in courses on poetry, religious studies, and Asian philosophy.

Adaptations and Inspirations

The poem has inspired adaptations in various media, including plays, art, and
spiritual discussions, highlighting its universal appeal.

Contemporary Significance

In today’'s world, where mindfulness, compassion, and spiritual awakening are
increasingly valued, Arnold’s depiction of Buddha'’'s teachings continues to
resonate.

Why Read Light of Asia Today?

e To gain insights into Buddhist philosophy and life
e To appreciate the poetic expression of spiritual themes

e To understand the historical context of Eastern-Western cultural
exchange

e To find inspiration for personal growth and inner peace

Conclusion

Edwin Arnold Light of Asia stands as a testament to the power of poetry in
conveying profound spiritual truths. Arnold’s lyrical depiction of Buddha’s
life and teachings transcends cultural boundaries, offering timeless lessons
on compassion, enlightenment, and peace. Whether you are a lover of poetry, a
student of spirituality, or simply seeking inspiration, Light of Asia remains
an essential read that continues to illuminate minds and hearts around the
world.



Meta Description: Discover the timeless poetry of Edwin Arnold’s Light of
Asia, a profound tribute to Buddha’'s life and teachings. Explore its themes,
significance, and enduring legacy in this comprehensive guide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Edwin Arnold's 'Light of
Asia'?

The main theme of 'Light of Asia' is the life and teachings of Lord Buddha,
emphasizing spiritual enlightenment, compassion, and moral virtues.

Why is 'Light of Asia' considered an important
poetic work in Western literature?

'Light of Asia' is regarded as a significant work because it introduced
Western audiences to Buddhist philosophy and Eastern spirituality through
poetic storytelling, fostering cross-cultural understanding.

How did Edwin Arnold's 'Light of Asia' influence
Western perceptions of Buddhism?

The poem helped popularize Buddhist ideas in the West, portraying Buddha as a
compassionate and enlightened figure, which contributed to a more respectful
and interested perception of Buddhism beyond its traditional contexts.

What poetic style did Edwin Arnold use in 'Light of
Asia'?
Arnold employed a lyrical and accessible poetic style, blending classical

English verse with vivid imagery to make the story of Buddha engaging and
inspiring for readers.

Has 'Light of Asia' been adapted into other media or
influenced modern works?

Yes, 'Light of Asia' has inspired adaptations in various forms, including
stage productions, musical compositions, and has influenced modern writers
and poets interested in Eastern philosophy and spirituality.

What is the significance of 'Light of Asia' in the
context of 19th-century literature?

The poem is significant as it reflects 19th-century Western fascination with
Eastern cultures and philosophies, serving as a bridge that introduced



Eastern spiritual ideas to Western literary and cultural circles.

Why does 'Light of Asia' remain relevant today?

Its timeless themes of compassion, enlightenment, and moral virtue continue
to resonate, and it remains a valuable literary work that promotes
intercultural understanding and spiritual reflection.

Additional Resources

Edwin Arnold's "Light of Asia": A Poignant and Reverent Portrayal of the Life
of Buddha

Introduction

Edwin Arnold’s Light of Asia stands as a monumental poetic tribute to the
life, teachings, and spiritual significance of Gautama Buddha. First
published in 1879, this epic poem not only sought to introduce Western
audiences to the profound philosophy of Buddhism but also aimed to foster
understanding and admiration for Eastern spiritual traditions. Through a
blend of lyrical beauty, historical narrative, and philosophical depth,
Arnold's work remains a cornerstone in cross-cultural literary and religious
discourse.

Historical and Cultural Context
The Victorian Era and Orientalism

- Rise of interest in Eastern philosophies: During the late 19th century,
Britain’s colonial expansion into India and other Asian regions sparked a
curiosity about Eastern religions and cultures.

- Orientalism: Arnold’s Light of Asia can be viewed within the broader
context of Orientalist literature, where Western authors sought to interpret
and sometimes romanticize Eastern traditions.

- Colonial perspectives: While Arnold’s portrayal is largely reverent, it
also reflects Victorian ideals of spirituality, morality, and universal
truth, often romanticizing Asian culture.

Arnold’s Personal Motivation

- Arnold, a renowned poet and teacher, was deeply influenced by Indian
philosophy and the teachings of Buddha.

- His intent was to present Buddha's life as a universal moral exemplar,
emphasizing themes of compassion, enlightenment, and renunciation.



Literary Analysis of "Light of Asia"
Structure and Composition

- Epic Poem Format: The poem is divided into multiple sections that chronicle
Buddha's life from his princely beginnings to his enlightenment and
subsequent teachings.

- Verse Style: Arnold employed classical poetic devices, including rhyme,
meter, and vivid imagery, to evoke emotional resonance.

- Narrative Technique: The work combines narrative storytelling with
philosophical reflections, making it accessible yet profound.

Major Themes Explored

1. The Quest for Truth

- Buddha’'s early life, sheltered in luxury, leads to a series of realizations

about suffering and impermanence.

2. Renunciation and Enlightenment

- The pivotal moment where Siddhartha abandons his royal life to seek
spiritual liberation.

3. Compassion and Humanity

- Buddha’s teachings emphasize compassion as the highest virtue.

4. Universal Morality

The idea that spiritual truths transcend cultural and racial boundaries.
Inner Peace and Enlightenment

The attainment of Nirvana as the ultimate goal.

(O]

Deep Dive into the Life of Buddha as Portrayed in the Poem
Early Life and Royalty

- Arnold vividly depicts Siddhartha Gautama’s princely life, highlighting the
comforts and privileges he enjoyed.

- The poet emphasizes the contrast between this sheltered existence and the
suffering he encounters later.

The Four Encounters

The pivotal moments when Siddhartha witnesses:

An old man — symbolizing aging.

A sick person — illustrating suffering.

. A corpse — representing death.

An ascetic — inspiring the pursuit of spiritual liberation.
- These encounters serve as catalysts for his renunciation.
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The Great Renunciation



- The narrative captures Siddhartha’s profound decision to leave his palace,
family, and luxury behind.

- Arnold portrays this act as the ultimate expression of compassion and quest
for truth.

The Meditation and Enlightenment

- The poem describes Siddhartha’s deep meditation under the Bodhi tree.

- The moment of enlightenment is depicted as a profound awakening,
illuminating the path to Nirvana.

- Arnold emphasizes the universal nature of this enlightenment-accessible to
all seekers.

Teaching and Spread of Buddhism

- After attaining enlightenment, Buddha’'s compassionate efforts to teach
others are central.

- The poem highlights key doctrines like the Four Noble Truths and the
Eightfold Path.

- Arnold’s portrayal underscores the universal appeal of Buddha’'s message of
peace and compassion.

Literary Significance and Style
Poetic Devices and Imagery

- Arnold’s mastery of language is evident in his use of:

- Imagery: Vivid descriptions of natural elements, such as lotus flowers,
sunrise, and serene landscapes, symbolize spiritual purity.

- Similes and Metaphors: Comparing enlightenment to dawn breaking or light
dispelling darkness.

- Alliteration and Rhyme: Enhancing musicality and memorability.

Philosophical Depth

- The poem doesn’t merely recount historical events; it delves into the
philosophical essence of Buddha’'s teachings.

- Arnold reflects on themes of suffering, impermanence, and inner peace,
making the work resonate on a spiritual level.

Accessibility and Impact

- Light of Asia was designed to be accessible to Western readers unfamiliar
with Eastern philosophies.

- Its poetic beauty and moral messages made it popular both as a literary
work and as a spiritual inspiration.



Critical Reception and Legacy
Contemporary Reactions

- The poem was widely acclaimed in the Victorian era for its lyrical beauty
and moral depth.

- Some critics appreciated Arnold’s respectful and sympathetic portrayal of
Buddha, which contrasted with often stereotypical representations.

Influence on Western Perception of Buddhism

- Arnold’s Light of Asia played a significant role in introducing Buddhism to
Western audiences.

- It inspired subsequent literary works, translations, and scholarly interest
in Eastern philosophy.

Criticisms and Limitations

- Some scholars argue that Arnold’s romanticized depiction simplifies complex
Buddhist doctrines.

- The Victorian lens sometimes imbued the narrative with moralistic overtones
aligned with Western ideals.

Enduring Legacy

- The poem remains a classic in spiritual and literary circles.

- It continues to be studied for its poetic craftsmanship and its
contribution to cross-cultural understanding.

- The themes of compassion, enlightenment, and moral pursuit remain relevant
today.

Modern Relevance and Adaptations
Educational Use

- Light of Asia is often included in curricula exploring world religions,
poetry, and colonial literature.

- It serves as a gateway for students to understand Buddhist philosophy and
Victorian literature.

Artistic and Cultural Adaptations

- The poem has inspired various artistic interpretations, including
paintings, stage adaptations, and musical compositions.

- It also influenced modern writers and thinkers interested in Eastern

spirituality.

Contemporary Perspectives



- While some critique Arnold’s romanticized view, many appreciate the work’s
universal themes.

- The poem’s emphasis on inner peace and moral virtue resonates amid today’s
global quests for understanding and compassion.

Conclusion

Edwin Arnold’s "Light of Asia" stands as a masterful poetic tribute that
bridges Eastern spirituality and Western literary tradition. Its profound
portrayal of Buddha's life, teachings, and the universal pursuit of
enlightenment continues to inspire readers worldwide. Through lyrical beauty
and philosophical depth, Arnold not only introduced a spiritual figure to the
Western literary canon but also fostered a legacy of cross-cultural
admiration and understanding. As a timeless work, Light of Asia remains
relevant, reminding us of the universal values of compassion, wisdom, and
inner peace that transcend borders and cultures.

In exploring the life of Buddha through Arnold’s poetic lens, readers are
invited into a journey of spiritual awakening—an illumination that echoes
across centuries and cultures.

Edwin Arnold Light Of Asia

edwin arnold light of asia: The Light of Asia Sir Edwin Arnold, 1882

edwin arnold light of asia: Poetical Works of Edwin Arnold Sir Edwin Arnold, 1882

edwin arnold light of asia: Light of Asia Edwin Arnold, 2017-09-12 Light of Asia - Being the
life and teachings of Gautama is an unchanged, high-quality reprint of the original edition of 1884.
Hansebooks is editor of the literature on different topic areas such as research and science, travel
and expeditions, cooking and nutrition, medicine, and other genres. As a publisher we focus on the
preservation of historical literature. Many works of historical writers and scientists are available
today as antiques only. Hansebooks newly publishes these books and contributes to the preservation
of literature which has become rare and historical knowledge for the future.

edwin arnold light of asia: The Light of Asia Sir Edwin Arnold, 2021-01-01 Embark on a
spiritual odyssey through the ancient lands of India with The Light of Asia by Sir Edwin Arnold, a
timeless epic poem that illuminates the life and teachings of the Buddha, Siddhartha Gautama. Join
Sir Edwin Arnold as he transports you to the majestic landscapes of ancient India, where the young
prince Siddhartha embarks on a quest for enlightenment amidst the turmoil of a changing world.
From his sheltered upbringing in the palace to his profound encounters with suffering and
compassion, Siddhartha's journey unfolds with grace and wisdom. As you delve into the pages of The
Light of Asia, you'll be captivated by Arnold's lyrical prose and vivid imagery, as he paints a vivid
portrait of the Buddha's life, teachings, and legacy. Through his poetic retelling, Arnold invites
readers to explore the timeless truths of the Dharma and the eternal quest for inner peace and
liberation. Themes of compassion, wisdom, and the interconnectedness of all beings permeate the
narrative of The Light of Asia, offering readers a profound meditation on the nature of existence and
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the path to enlightenment. Through Arnold's evocative verse, readers gain a deeper understanding
of the universal truths that lie at the heart of the Buddha's teachings. Character analysis reveals the
depth and complexity of Siddhartha and his companions, each grappling with their own desires,
fears, and aspirations. From the compassionate Bodhisattva to the wise sage, each character adds
depth and dimension to the story, enriching the narrative with their individual struggles and
insights. The overall tone of The Light of Asia is one of reverence and awe, with Arnold's poetic
language and spiritual insights drawing readers into a world of profound beauty and wisdom. His
writing is characterized by its elegance and depth, inviting readers to contemplate the mysteries of
existence and the transcendent power of love and compassion. Since its publication, The Light of
Asia has been hailed as a masterpiece of spiritual literature, revered for its timeless wisdom and
poetic beauty. Its enduring popularity and continued relevance make it a must-read for anyone
seeking to explore the depths of the human spirit and the eternal quest for truth and enlightenment.
Whether you're a student of Eastern philosophy, a lover of poetry, or simply someone who seeks to
deepen their understanding of the human condition, The Light of Asia offers an unforgettable
journey into the heart of enlightenment. Don't miss your chance to experience this timeless classic.
Grab your copy now and let the light of the Buddha illuminate your path.

edwin arnold light of asia: The Light of Asia Sir Edwin Arnold, 1890

edwin arnold light of asia: The Light of Asia (1879) by Edwin Arnold, 2017-12-06 Sir Edwin
Arnold (10 June 1832 - 24 March 1904) was an English poet and journalist, who is most known for
his work The Light of Asia. The Light of Asia', subtitled 'The Great Renunciation', was first published
in London in July 1879. In the form of poem, the book endeavors to describe the life and time of
Prince Gautama Buddha, who after attaining enlightenment became the Buddha, the learned one.
The book presents his life, character, and philosophy, in a series of verses.

edwin arnold light of asia: The Light of Asia Sir Edwin Arnold, 2015-11-23 The Light of Asia,
subtitled The Great Renunciation, is a book by Sir Edwin Arnold. The first edition of the book was
published in London in July 1879.In the form of a narrative poem, the book endeavors to describe
the life and time of Prince Gautama Siddhartha, who after attaining enlightenment became The
Buddha, The Awakened One. The book presents his life, character, and philosophy, in a series of
verses. It is a free adaptation of the Lalitavistara.A few decades before the book's publication, very
little was known outside Asia about the Buddha and Buddhism, the religion which he founded, and
which had existed for about twenty-five centuries. Arnold's book was one of the first successful
attempts to popularize Buddhism for a Western readership.The book has been highly acclaimed from
the time it was first published, and has been the subject of several reviews. It has been translated
into several languages.

edwin arnold light of asia: The Light of Asia Edwin Arnold, 2019-02-26 This work has been
selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization
as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the
original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps
(as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and
other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

edwin arnold light of asia: The Light of Asia Edwin Sir Arnold, 2022-09-16 In The Light of
Asia, Edwin Arnold crafts a deeply evocative narrative that explores the life and teachings of
Siddhartha Gautama, who became known as the Buddha. Written in verse, Arnold's work elegantly
weaves together lyrical poetry and philosophical insights, enriching the traditional biography with
profound meditative reflections. Set against the backdrop of ancient India, the text presents a



harmonious blend of Eastern spirituality and Western thought, reflecting the poet's keen interest in
bridging cultural divides during the Victorian era. Edwin Arnold, a distinguished journalist and poet,
was profoundly influenced by his encounters with Eastern philosophies during his travels and his
tenure in India as a school inspector. His commitment to promoting understanding between different
cultures and religions informs this work, which serves as both a literary tribute and a spiritual
exploration. Arnold's admiration for the Buddhist teachings is evident, revealing his aspiration to
present them to a Western readership hungry for enlightenment. The Light of Asia is a must-read for
anyone interested in the intersection of spirituality, poetry, and cultural exchange. Arnold's
masterful use of language and his profound understanding of Buddhism make this work not only a
literary achievement but also a pathway to deeper spiritual introspection. Readers will find
themselves inspired by the timeless wisdom of the Buddha and Arnold's exquisite portrayal of his
journey.

edwin arnold light of asia: The Light of Asia (1879). By: Edwin Arnold Edwin Arnold,
2018-05-08 The Light of Asia, subtitled The Great Renunciation, is a book by Sir Edwin Arnold. The
first edition of the book was published in London in July 1879. In the form of a narrative poem, the
book endeavors to describe the life and time of Prince Gautama Siddhartha, who after attaining
enlightenment became The Buddha, The Awakened One. The book presents his life, character, and
philosophy, in a series of verses. It is a free adaptation of the Lalitavistara. A few decades before the
book's publication, very little was known outside Asia about the Buddha and Buddhism, the religion
which he founded, and which had existed for about twenty-five centuries. Arnold's book was one of
the first successful attempts to popularize Buddhism for a Western readership.The book has been
highly acclaimed from the time it was first published, and has been the subject of several reviews. It
has been translated into several languages, including Hindi...........cccccveeeeeeeennnnnn. Sir Edwin Arnold
KCIE CSI (10 June 1832 - 24 March 1904) was an English poet and journalist, who is most known for
his work The Light of Asia. Biography: Arnold was born at Gravesend, Kent, the second son of a
Sussex magistrate, Robert Coles Arnold. One of his six children was the novelist Edwin Lester
Arnold. He was educated at King's School, Rochester; King's College London; and University
College, Oxford, where he won the Newdigate prize for poetry in 1852. He became a schoolmaster,
at King Edward's School, Birmingham, and in 1856 went to India as Principal of the Government
Sanskrit College at Poona, a post which he held for seven years, which includes a period during the
mutiny of 1857, when he was able to render services for which he was publicly thanked by Lord
Elphinstone in the Bombay Council. Here he received the bias towards, and gathered material for,
his future works. Returning to England in 1861 he worked as a journalist on the staff of the Daily
Telegraph, a newspaper with which he continued to be associated as editor for more than forty
years, and of which he later became editor-in-chief. It was he who, on behalf of the proprietors of the
Daily Telegraph in conjunction with the New York Herald, arranged the journey of H.M. Stanley to
Africa to discover the course of the Congo River, and Stanley named after him a mountain to the
north-east of Albert Edward Nyanza. Arnold must also be credited with the first idea of a great trunk
line traversing the entire African continent, for in 1874 he first employed the phrase Cape to Cairo
railway subsequently popularised by Cecil Rhodes. It was, however, as a poet that he was best
known to his contemporaries. The literary task which he set before him was the interpretation in
English verse of the life and philosophy of the East. His chief work with this object is The Light of
Asia, or The Great Renunciation, a poem of eight books in blank verse which was translated into
various languages such as Hindi (tr. by Acharya Ram Chandra Shukla). In it, in Arnold's own words,
he attempted 'by the medium of an imaginary Buddhist votary to depict the life and character and
indicate the philosophy of that noble hero and reformer, Prince Gautama of India, founder of
Buddhism'. It appeared in 1879 and was an immediate success, going through numerous editions in
England and America, though its permanent place in literature is quite uncertain. It is an Indian
epic, dealing with the life and teaching of the Buddha. The poem was subjected to two lines of
criticism: it was held by Oriental scholars to give a false impression of Buddhist doctrine; while, on
the other, the suggested analogy between Sakyamuni and Jesus offended the taste of some devout



Christians....

edwin arnold light of asia: The Light of Asia Sir Edwin Arnold, 1882 Sir Edwin Arnold has
rendered in exquisite poetic form the story of the Buddha's search, enlightenment, and teaching.
First published in 1879, the book has become a classic and has been published in many editions and
many languages. Not only is it deeply philosophical in nature, but because of its poetic form and its
narrative of the dramatic incidents in Siddhartha's life, it is delightful and absorbing reading.

edwin arnold light of asia: The Light of Asia, by Sir Edwin Arnold Edwin Arnold, 1908

edwin arnold light of asia: Light of Asia Sir Edwin Arnold, 2016-03-20 This is quite a unique
book on the life of Buddha, in the sense that it is actually a poem. It covers all aspects of the
Buddha's life, from his birth, his youth, his enlightenment, through to his death.I have put my poem
into a Buddhist's mouth, because, to appreciate the spirit of Asiatic thoughts, they should be
regarded from the Oriental point of view; and neither the miracles which consecrate this record, nor
the philosophy which it embodied, could have been otherwise so naturally produced. The doctrine of
Transmigration, so naturally and thoroughly accepted by the Hindus of Buddha's time; that period
when Jerusalem was being taken by Nebuchadnezzar, when Nineveh was falling to the Medes, and
Marseilles was founded by the Phocaeans.

edwin arnold light of asia: The light of Asia; or, The great renunciation By Edwin
Arnold, M.A Edwin Arnold (Sir), 1881

edwin arnold light of asia: The Light of Asia Jairam Ramesh, 2021-11 '"The Light of Asia' is
an epic poem by Sir Edwin Arnold that was first published in 1879. It is a narrative of the life and
message of the Buddha. It quickly became a huge sensation and has continued to resonate
powerfully across the world over the last century and a half. The poem captivated an Indian monk
who remains an iconic personality-Swami Vivekananda. At about the same time, it deeply moved a
young man in Colombo who has become famous in history as Anagarika Dharmapala. It caught the
attention of an aspiring Indian lawyer in London in 1889. This man later became immortal as
Mahatma Gandhi. A few years hence it impacted a teenager in Allahabad who would, in 1947,
become the first Prime Minister of India-Jawaharlal Nehru. Two copies of the book adorned the
bookshelves of B.R. Ambedkar, the prime architect of the Indian constitution. Weaving together
literary, cultural, political and social history, Jairam Ramesh uncovers and narrates the fascinating
story of this deeply consequential and compelling poem that has shaped our thinking of an ancient
sage and his teachings. Jairam Ramesh brings into this unusual narrative the life of the multi-faceted
poet himself who, among other things, was steeped in Sanskrit literature. Sir Edwin Arnold's English
rendering of the Bhagavad Gita was one of Mahatma Gandhi's abiding favourites. Sir Edwin was also
in many ways the man who shaped Bodh Gaya as we know it today.

edwin arnold light of asia: Christ Or Buddha? G. T. Flanders, 1881

edwin arnold light of asia: Edwin Arnold as Poetizer and as Paganizer William Cleaver
Wilkinson, 1884

edwin arnold light of asia: The Light of Asia Sir Edwin Arnold, 1885

edwin arnold light of asia: The Greatest Poems of Edwin Arnold (Illustrated Edition)
Edwin Arnold, 2017-12-06 This carefully edited collection has been designed and formatted to the
highest digital standards and adjusted for readability on all devices. Sir Edwin Arnold (1832-1904)
was an English poet and journalist, who is most known for his work, The Light of Asia. The literary
task which he set before him was the interpretation in English verse of the life and philosophy of the
East. His chief work with this object is The Light of Asia, which was translated into various
languages such as Hindi. The Light of Asia, subtitled The Great Renunciation, is in a form of a
narrative poem. The book endeavors to describe the life and time of Prince Gautama Siddhartha,
who after attaining enlightenment became The Buddha, The Awakened One. The book presents his
life, character, and philosophy, in a series of verses. It is a free adaptation of the Lalitavistara. A few
decades before the book's publication, very little was known outside Asia about the Buddha and
Buddhism, the religion which he founded, and which had existed for about twenty-five centuries.
Arnold's book was one of the first successful attempts to popularize Buddhism for a Western



readership. Table of Contents: The Light of Asia Light of the World; or, The Great Consummation: At
Bethlehem Mary Magdalene. The Magus. The Alabaster Box. The Parables. The Love of God and
Man. The Great Consummation Indian Poetry The Indian Song of Songs (Hymn to Vishnu -11 Sargas)
Miscellaneous Oriental Poems: The Rajpoot Wife King Saladin The Caliph's Draught Hindoo Funeral
Song Song of the Serpent-charmers Song of the Flour-mill Taza ba Taza The Mussulman Paradise
Dedication of a Poem From the Sanskrit The Rajah's Ride Two Books From The Iliad Of India The
Great Journey. The Entry Into Heaven. Night of Slaughter. The Morning Prayer. Proverbial Wisdom
From the Shlokas of the Hitopadesa... The Song Celestial or Bhagavad-Gita (from the Mahabharata)
Potiphar's Wife

edwin arnold light of asia: The Gospel of Buddha According to Old Records Paul Carus, 2004
The Gospel of Buddha, the classic text on Buddhism that first introduced many Westerners to
Buddha and his teachings, was first published in 1894 and immediately became a worldwide
bestseller. Author Paul Carus (1852-1919) collected many accounts of Buddha's life, teachings, and
death, and fashioned a coherent and gripping narrative. It was easily understood and popular with
Americans because it resembled a Christian gospel. Martin Verhoeven's detailed introduction
describes the circumstances surrounding Carus's achievement, and the book's relation to other
strands of Buddhist teaching. This edition also includes 25 newly rediscovered paintings by the
renowned Buddhist artist Yamada.
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