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Valentine's Day, celebrated annually on February 14th, is widely recognized
as a day dedicated to expressing love and affection between romantic
partners, friends, and family. For students, understanding the origins and
historical development of this holiday can deepen appreciation and provide
context for its modern celebrations. This article explores the rich history
of Valentine's Day, tracing its roots from ancient times to contemporary
customs, and presents information in a format suitable for students seeking a
comprehensive overview, often compiled into PDFs for educational purposes.

The Origins of Valentine's Day

Ancient Roman Roots

The earliest origins of Valentine's Day can be traced back to ancient Rome.
During this period, a festival called Lupercalia was celebrated around mid-
February, typically on February 13-15. This festival was dedicated to
fertility and the Roman gods of agriculture, such as Faunus and the Roman god
of war, Mars. It involved various rituals, including:

e Ritual sacrifices of goats and dogs

e Feasting and merrymaking

e Pairing off of young men and women through a lottery system

While Lupercalia was more focused on fertility and community bonding, some of
its customs, like pairing couples, may have influenced later traditions
associated with Valentine's Day.

The Christian Connection and Saint Valentine

The name "Valentine" originates from one or more Christian martyrs named
Valentine. The most prominent figure is Saint Valentine of Rome, a priest or
bishop who lived during the 3rd century AD. According to legend:

1. Emperor Claudius II believed single men made better soldiers and banned
young men from marrying.



2. Saint Valentine defied this order and secretly performed marriages for
young couples.

3. He was eventually discovered, imprisoned, and sentenced to death.

4. While in prison, he is said to have fallen in love with the jailer's
daughter and wrote her a farewell note signed "From your Valentine."

This act of defiance and love turned Saint Valentine into a symbol of
devotion and romantic love, especially after his martyrdom around 270 AD. The
Catholic Church later recognized him as a saint, and his feast day was
established on February 14th.

The Evolution of Valentine's Day Celebrations

Medieval Period and the Rise of Romantic Love

During the Middle Ages, the concept of courtly love became popular in Europe.
The idea that February 14th was a day for expressing love gained traction,
partly influenced by the belief that birds began to pair during this time.
Key developments include:

e Chaucer's writings, such as "Parliament of Foules" (1382), linked
Valentine’s Day with romantic love.

e Poets and writers began composing love poems and exchanging handwritten
notes called "valentines."

This period marked the beginning of the romantic traditions associated with
the holiday, emphasizing personal gestures of love and admiration.

From Romantic Gestures to Commercial Celebrations

By the 17th and 18th centuries, exchanging valentines became common among the
English and European aristocracy. Over time, the practice spread to the
middle classes, with the following developments:

e Mass-produced greeting cards emerged in the 19th century, making
valentines accessible to all social classes.

e In the United States, Esther Howland popularized the manufacture of
elaborate Valentine cards around 1847.



The commercial aspect of Valentine's Day grew significantly in the 20th
century, with the rise of greeting card companies, confectionery, and floral
industries.

Modern Celebrations and Traditions

Valentine's Day Today

Today, Valentine's Day is celebrated worldwide, with customs varying across
cultures. Common traditions include:

e Exchanging greeting cards and handwritten notes

e Giving flowers, especially roses

e Gifting chocolates, jewelry, or personalized presents

e Romantic dinners and outings

e School activities such as exchanging cards among students

For students, Valentine's Day often involves classroom exchanges, school
parties, and creative projects like making cards or crafts. The holiday has
also expanded to include expressions of appreciation among friends and
family, making it a multifaceted celebration of love in all its forms.

Global Variations and Cultural Significance

While Valentine's Day is predominantly associated with romantic love in
Western countries, other cultures have their own customs and interpretations:

In Japan, women give chocolates to men, and men reciprocate a month
later on White Day.

In South Korea, similar gift exchanges occur, with additional emphasis
on friendship and family.

In Finland and Estonia, Valentine's Day is more about celebrating
friendship and camaraderie.

In some countries, such as Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, public
celebrations are restricted or discouraged due to cultural or religious



reasons.

Understanding these variations enriches the comprehension of Valentine's
Day's global impact.

The Significance of Valentine's Day for
Students

Educational and Social Aspects

For students, Valentine's Day serves as an opportunity to develop social
skills, express creativity, and learn about cultural traditions. Schools
often organize activities such as:

e Valentine card exchanges

e Classroom parties

e Creative arts and crafts projects

e Lessons about the history and significance of the holiday

These activities promote friendship, kindness, and understanding among peers.

Promoting Values of Love and Respect

Valentine's Day can also be a platform for teaching important values such as:

1. Respect for others' feelings
2. Expressing appreciation and gratitude

3. Encouraging inclusivity and kindness

By learning about the holiday's history, students gain insight into the
importance of love, sacrifice, and humanitarian values.



Conclusion

The history of Valentine's Day reveals a fascinating evolution from ancient
fertility festivals and early Christian martyrdom stories to a modern
celebration of love and friendship. Its origins are rooted in cultural,
religious, and social traditions that have transformed over centuries,
influenced by literature, commerce, and cultural exchanges. For students,
understanding this history enriches their appreciation of the holiday beyond
its commercial aspects, emphasizing themes of love, kindness, and human
connection. As Valentine’s Day continues to evolve globally, it remains a
meaningful occasion for expressing affection and celebrating relationships in
diverse ways.

This comprehensive overview can be compiled into a student-friendly PDF to
serve as an educational resource, fostering both knowledge and cultural
awareness about one of the most beloved holidays worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of Valentine's Day?

Valentine's Day originated from ancient Roman festivals and was later
associated with the Christian martyr Saint Valentine, evolving into a day to
celebrate love and romance.

Who was Saint Valentine, and why 1is he linked to
Valentine's Day?

Saint Valentine was a Christian martyr believed to have secretly married
couples in defiance of Roman laws. He became a symbol of love and compassion,
leading to the association with romantic love celebrated today.

How did Valentine's Day become a day for expressing
love?

In the Middle Ages, the idea of courtly love grew popular, and writers like
Geoffrey Chaucer linked the day to romantic love, helping it evolve into a
celebration of love and affection.

When did Valentine's Day become popular in its
current form?

Valentine's Day gained popularity in the 18th and 19th centuries, especially
with the exchange of handwritten notes and later, mass-produced cards, making
it a widespread celebration of romantic love.



What are some traditional ways people celebrate
Valentine's Day?

Traditional celebrations include exchanging cards, flowers (especially
roses), chocolates, and expressing love through gestures and words.

Has the way of celebrating Valentine's Day changed
over time?

Yes, from handwritten notes to digital messages and social media, the
celebration has evolved, reflecting modern communication and cultural shifts.

Are there any cultural differences in how
Valentine's Day is celebrated around the world?

Yes, different countries have unique customs, such as Japan giving chocolates
to men, South Korea celebrating on multiple days, and some countries focusing
on friendship rather than romantic love.

Why is understanding the history of Valentine's Day
important for students?

Learning about its history helps students appreciate the cultural and
historical significance behind the holiday, fostering a deeper understanding
of its traditions and values.

Additional Resources
History of Valentine’s Day for Students PDF: An In-Depth Exploration

Valentine'’s Day, celebrated annually on February 14th, is often associated
with love, romance, and the exchange of gifts and cards. However, its origins
are rich, complex, and rooted in centuries of history, mythology, and
cultural evolution. Understanding the history of Valentine’s Day provides
insight into how this holiday has transformed from ancient traditions into
the modern celebration we recognize today. In this comprehensive guide,
students will explore the origins, historical developments, cultural
significance, and modern adaptations of Valentine’s Day.

The Origins of Valentine’s Day: Ancient Roots



and Early Celebrations

The Roman Festivals and Pre-Christian Roots

- Lupercalia (February 13-15): One of the earliest antecedents of Valentine's
Day is the Roman festival called Lupercalia, celebrated in mid-February. This
fertility festival involved rituals intended to promote health and fertility
among crops and livestock, as well as humans.

- Priests known as Luperci would sacrifice goats and dogs, then use strips of
goat hide to whip women, believed to enhance fertility.

- The festival also featured feasts, matchmaking, and general merrymaking.

- Ancient Roman Customs: During this period, young men would draw names of
women from a box, pairing off for the duration of the festival or sometimes
longer, fostering romantic connections.

The Christianization of the Festival and the Role of
Saint Valentine

- Saint Valentine’s Legends: The name ‘Valentine’ is associated with several
Christian martyrs, but the most famous is Saint Valentine of Rome.

- According to legend, Saint Valentine was a priest who performed secret
marriages for young lovers during a time when Emperor Claudius II banned
marriages to recruit more soldiers.

- He was imprisoned and executed around February 14th, which later became
associated with love and romance.

- Martyrdom and Commemoration: The church began to honor Saint Valentine as a
martyr, and his feast day was established around the 3rd or 4th century AD.
The specific association with love appears to have developed over time.

The Transformation of Valentine’s Day Through
the Middle Ages

Medieval Romanticism and Courtly Love

- Chaucer and Literary Flourishing: The 14th and 15th centuries saw the rise
of romantic literature, which cemented the association of February 14th with
love.



- Geoffrey Chaucer’s poem "Parliament of Fowls" (1382) references Valentine’s
Day as a day when birds (and humans) choose their mates.

- The idea of Valentine’s Day as a celebration of romantic love gained
popularity among the aristocracy and poets.

- Courtly Love Traditions: During this era, the concept of courtly love-an
idealized, often secret, romantic relationship-became intertwined with
Valentine'’s Day festivities.

Valentine Correspondence and Early Cards

- Handwritten Valentines: By the 15th and 16th centuries, it became common
for lovers to exchange handwritten notes and tokens of affection.

- Valentine's Letters: These early exchanges laid the groundwork for the
modern greeting card industry.

The Commercialization and Modern Evolution of
Valentine'’s Day

The Rise of Greeting Cards and Commercial Symbols

- The First Commercial Valentine: In the 18th century, printed cards began to
replace handwritten notes, making Valentine’s Day more accessible.

- Hallmark and Mass Production: The 19th century saw the advent of companies
like Hallmark, which mass-produced Valentine’s cards, making the holiday more
commercialized and widespread.

The Cultural Spread and Global Adoption

- United States: Valentine'’'s Day became widely popular in America during the
19th and 20th centuries, with traditions including exchanging cards, flowers
(especially roses), chocolates, and romantic dinners.

- Worldwide Celebrations: Many countries adopted or adapted Valentine’s Day,
often blending local customs with the core theme of love and affection.

Contemporary Practices and Trends

- Gifts and Romantic Gestures: Today, Valentine’'s Day is characterized by
gift-giving, romantic outings, and social media expressions of love.



- Inclusivity and Broader Celebrations: In recent times, the holiday has
expanded to celebrate friendships, family, and self-love, beyond romantic
relationships.

Historical Significance and Cultural Variations

Different Saint Valentines and Their Stories

- Multiple Saint Valentines: There were at least three saints named Valentine
or Valentinus recognized by the Catholic Church, each with different stories.
- Conflicting Legends: Some stories depict Saint Valentine as a healer,
others as a martyr who defied Roman authorities.

Global Cultural Perspectives

- Japan and South Korea: Valentine'’s Day involves women giving chocolates to
men, with a subsequent 'White Day' where men reciprocate.

- Latin America: Celebrations like "Dia del Amor y la Amistad" (Day of Love

and Friendship) emphasize friendships and family.

- India and Other Countries: The holiday has been adapted to local customs,

sometimes facing criticism for commercialization or cultural differences.

Controversies, Criticisms, and Cultural Debates

- Commercialization Concerns: Critics argue that Valentine’s Day has become
overly commercial, emphasizing materialism over genuine affection.

- Cultural and Religious Opposition: Some cultures and religious groups view
the holiday as incompatible with their values or traditions.

- Gender and Social Expectations: The holiday sometimes reinforces
stereotypes about gender roles and romantic ideals.

Summary and Reflection

- The history of Valentine'’'s Day reveals a tapestry woven from ancient



fertility rituals, Christian martyr legends, medieval romanticism, and modern
commercial practices.

- Its origins are rooted in a complex blend of myth, religion, and cultural
evolution, reflecting changing societal attitudes toward love and
relationships.

- As students explore this history, they gain insight into how holidays are
not static but evolve with societal values, economic forces, and cultural
exchanges.

Conclusion

Valentine’s Day’s journey from ancient Roman festivals and Christian martyr
stories to a globally celebrated holiday exemplifies how traditions can
transform over centuries. It underscores the importance of understanding
historical context and cultural significance behind the festivities we
observe today. For students, appreciating this rich history fosters a deeper
respect for cultural diversity and the enduring human desire to celebrate
love in its many forms.

End of the detailed exploration on the history of Valentine'’s Day for
students PDF.
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the history of valentine s day for students pdf: What Is Valentine's Day? Elaine Landau,
2013-09 How do people celebrate Valentine’s Day? What is the history of this holiday? Learn about
the symbols and traditions with this fun and easy-to-read book. Enjoy a hands-on activity, too!

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: Love ,

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: Celebrate ValentineZEs Day with Paper
Crafts Randel McGee, 2014-12-15 Make your own heart sculpture! Hearts, Cupid, and flowers are
popular symbols of Valentine's Day. Follow storyteller Randel McGee as he explores Valentine's Day
in CELEBRATE VALENTINE'S DAY WITH PAPER CRAFTS. Learn to make a Danish woven heart
basket, a lacy heart card, a Valentine heart pop-up puppet, and more!

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: Origins of Chinese Festivals (2018 Edition -
PDF) Pei Ki Goh, Chunjiang Fu, 1997 The scale and variety of Chinese festivals have never ceases to
amaze observers. But what are the origins of these festivals and how do they reflect traditional
values in a civilization with more than 5,000 years of history. The reader will be intrigued to learn
that the festivals did not all originate at the same time. In fact , many have been evolved with the
development of the Chinese civilization. The presentation of the stories about these tradition
festivals in comics will help the reader to appreciate their celebrations through the ages.

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: Funny Valentine's Day Jokes to Tickle Your
Funny Bone Linda Bozzo, 2013-01-01 How did the elephant and the ant start dating? It began as a


https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-016/the-history-of-valentine-s-day-for-students-pdf.pdf

crush. This book contains all the corny, funny, and silly jokes, limericks, tongue twisters,
knock-knock jokes, and fun facts about the most romantic holiday of the year.

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: Valentine's Day Steve Foxe, 2025-08-22
Valentine's Day is about celebrating love. Around the world, people show their affection for others
on this special day. Some people exchange cards or paper hearts. Others give chocolate pigs or
other candy. Readers will discover how a shared holiday can have multiple traditions and be
celebrated in all sorts of ways.

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: Encyclopedia of Diversity in Education
James A. Banks, 2012-05-17 The diversity education literature, both nationally and internationally, is
broad and diffuse. Consequently, there needs to be a systematic and logical way to organize and
present the state of research for students and professionals. American citizens need to understand
the dynamics of their increasingly diverse communities and institutions and the global world in
which we live, work, and lead. With continually evolving information on diversity policies, practices,
and programs, it is important to have one place where students, scholars, teachers, and
policymakers can examine and explore research, policy, and practice issues and find answers to
important questions about how diversity in U.S. education—enriched with theories, research and
practices in other nations—are explained and communicated, and how they affect institutional
change at both the K-12 and postsecondary levels. With about 700 signed entries with
cross-references and recommended readings, the Encyclopedia of Diversity in Education (4 volumes,
in both print and electronic formats) will present research and statistics, case studies, and best
practices, policies, and programs at pre- and postsecondary levels. Diversity is a worldwide
phenomenon, and while most of the entries in the Encyclopedia will focus on the United States,
diversity issues and developments in nations around the world, including the United States, are
intricately connected. Consequently, to illuminate the many aspects of diversity, this volume will
contain entries from different nations in the world in order to illuminate the myriad aspects of
diversity. From A-to-Z, this Encyclopedia will cover the full spectrum of diversity issues, including
race, class, gender, religion, language, exceptionality, and the global dimensions of diversity as they
relate to education. This four-volume reference work will be the definitive reference for diversity
issues in education in the United States and the world.

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: 100th Day of School Puzzles and Activities
(305) Suzanne Barchers, 2014-01-01 This activity makes learning about 100th Day of School fun and
engaging. This lesson is filled with ready-to-use reproducibles, fun facts, puzzles, crafts, and more.
Turn holidays and cultural celebrations into learning experiences for your students.

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: Campaigning for Children Jo Becker,
2017-08-15 Advocates within the growing field of children's rights have designed dynamic
campaigns to protect and promote children's rights. This expanding body of international law and
jurisprudence, however, lacks a core text that provides an up-to-date look at current children's
rights issues, the evolution of children's rights law, and the efficacy of efforts to protect children.
Campaigning for Children focuses on contemporary children's rights, identifying the range of abuses
that affect children today, including early marriage, female genital mutilation, child labor, child sex
tourism, corporal punishment, the impact of armed conflict, and access to education. Jo Becker
traces the last 25 years of the children's rights movement, including the evolution of international
laws and standards to protect children from abuse and exploitation. From a practitioner's
perspective, Becker provides readers with careful case studies of the organizations and campaigns
that are making a difference in the lives of children, and the relevant strategies that have been
successful—or not. By presenting a variety of approaches to deal with each issue, this book carefully
teases out broader lessons for effective social change in the field of children's rights.

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: What Is Christmas? Elaine Landau, 2013-09
How do people celebrate Christmas? Learn all about Christmas symbols and traditions in this fun
and easy-to-read book. Learn how to make a strand of cranberries and popcorn for your Christmas
tree, and then feed the birds when you are done using it!



the history of valentine s day for students pdf: What Is St. Patrick's Day? Elaine Landau,
2013-09 How do people celebrate St. Patrick’s Day? Who was St. Patrick? Why do people wear
green? Learn all about this holiday in this easy-to-read book. Enjoy a hands-on activity, too!

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: Writing the History of Emotions Ute Frevert,
2024-02-22 Emotions make history, and they have a history. They influence historical events such as
revolutions, riots and protest movements. At the same time, they are shaped by historical
experiences tied to family upbringing, educational and cultural institutions, work and the home.
Writing the History of Emotions shows how emotions like love, trust, honour, pride, shame, empathy
and greed have impacted historical change since the 18th century and were themselves dependent
on social, political and economic environments. Importantly, this book provides a timely exploration
of racialized, gendered, class-based notions of emotions. This exciting addition to Bloomsbury's
successful Writing History series analyses how emotions matter in and to history, and how they are
themselves objects of history. Here, leading scholar Ute Frevert eschews a traditional chronological
history of emotions in favour of an innovative collection which transgresses time periods to illustrate
the different emotional meanings one particular material object has had throughout history. This
book sheds light on how emotions have been used, instrumentalised and manipulated both to propel
and suspend democratic politics. In doing so, it opens a rich new avenue of research for the history
of emotions.

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: University of Toronto ,

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: News Letter United States. Government
Printing Office. Office of the Public Printer, 1987

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: Encyclopedia of Public Health Sally
Kuykendall, 2018-06-08 Providing context to today's public health practices and broad coverage of
topics, this book demonstrates how cross-disciplinary studies are critical to addressing current
health issues. The concepts of public health and the methods we use to care for and promote the
health of people in communities, groups, and our nation as a whole are of interest to all health
professionals. Comprising contributions from historians, scholars, researchers, sociologists, and
other public health professionals, the Encyclopedia of Public Health: Principles, People, and
Programs offers a firsthand, in-depth view of public health as it applies to everyday life and practice.
The encyclopedia contains a wealth of information on critical theories, people, and movements and
shows how various disciplines can work together to create healthy communities and practices for
many people. As a secondary objective, the book encourages future generations to actively
participate in public health. This reference covers the defining moments in the development of
public health, from ancient times to the modern day, and offers entries with historical information
and examinations of current controversies as they relate to recurring social conflicts. The entries
provide a breadth and depth of content that is accessible to a wide readership. Readers will
understand the benefits of physical activity and good nutrition as well as the psychology behind the
choices that we make and how early life and social experiences can influence behaviors even
decades after the event. The wide variety of topics covered includes the life expectancy of Americans
at birth, the Tuskegee syphilis study, and marijuana use, and will give readers an informed
perspective on past public health successes and likely directions for the future.

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: Hastings Communications and Entertainment
Law Journal (Comm/Ent) , 2016

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: The Regulation of Sex-Themed Visual
Imagery Lyombe Eko, 2016-04-29 Lyombe Eko carries out an historical and cultural survey of the
regulation of visual depictions of explicit human sexual conduct from their earliest appearance on
the clay tablets of the valley of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in ancient Mesopotamia, to the tablet
computers of Silicon Valley. The Regulation of Sex-Themed Visual Imagery analyzes the
contemporary problem of the applicability of the human right of freedom of expression to explicit
imagery in the face of societal interests in the regulation of representations of human sexuality. This
book will be of interest to scholars, students, and broad audiences interested in comparative studies




in pornography regulation, the history of pornography, the law of pornography and obscenity, and
visual culture and history alike.

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: Accounting for Risk, Hedging and Complex
Contracts A. Rashad Abdel-Khalik, 2013-10-08 With the exponential growth in financial derivatives,
accounting standards setters have had to keep pace and devise new ways of accounting for
transactions involving these instruments, especially hedging activities. Accounting for Risk, Hedging
and Complex Contracts addresses the essential elements of these developments, exploring
accounting as related to today's most relevant topics - risk, hedging, insurance, reinsurance, and
more. The book begins by providing a basic foundation by discussing the concepts of risk, risk types
and measurement, and risk management. It then introduces readers to the nature and valuation of
free standing options, swaps, forward and futures as well as of embedded derivatives. Discussion
and illustrations of the cash flow hedge and fair value hedge accounting treatments are offered in
both single currency and multiple currency environments, including hedging net investment in
foreign operations. The final chapter is devoted to the disclosure of financial instruments and
hedging activities. The combination of these topics makes the book a must-have resource and
reference in the field. With discussions of the basic tools and instruments, examinations of the
related accounting, and case studies to help students apply their knowledge, this book is an
essential, self-contained source for upper-level undergraduate and masters accounting students
looking develop an understanding of accounting for today’s financial realities.

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: Criminal Investigation Aric W. Dutelle,
Ronald F. Becker, 2018-02-07 Criminal Investigation, Fifth Edition is the perfect text for
undergraduate criminal investigation courses. It covers all aspects of criminal investigation
pertaining to all types of crimes, not simply homicide. It contains chapters on assault, aggravated
assault, sexual assault, robbery, theft, burglary, arson, terrorism, cybercrime, and more.

the history of valentine s day for students pdf: Keywords for Radicals Kelly Fritsch, Clare
O'Connor, A. K. Thompson, 2016-04-11 An extraordinary volume that provides nothing less than a
detailed cognitive mapping of the terrain for everyone who wants to engage in radical
politics.—Slavoj Zizek, author of Living in the End Times “Keywords for Radicals recognizes that
language is both a weapon and terrain of struggle, and that all of us committed to changing our
social and material reality, to making a world justice-rich and oppression-free, cannot drop words
such as ‘democracy,” ‘occupation,’ ‘colonialism,” ‘race,” ‘sovereignty,” or ‘love’ without a fight.
—Robin D. G. Kelley, author of Freedom Dreams: The Black Radical Imagination From its
thought-provoking Introduction though its energizing accounts of the tensions underlying our most
prized concepts, Keywords for Radicals will be indispensable to any scholar or activist who is serious
about critique and change.—Stephen Duncombe, editor of Cultural Resistance Reader “A primer for
a new era of political protest.” —Jack Halberstam, author of Female Masculinity “This keywords
upgrade puts powerful weapons into revolutionaries' hands. Unexpected entries expand into new
terrain.... Indispensable.” —Jodi Dean, author of The Communist Horizon In Keywords (1976),
Raymond Williams devised a vocabulary that reflected the vast social transformations of the
post-war period. He revealed how these transformations could be grasped by investigating changes
in word usage and meaning. Keywords for Radicals—part homage, part development—asks: What
vocabulary might illuminate the social transformations marking our own contested present? How do
these words define the imaginary of today's radical left? With insights from dozens of scholars and
troublemakers, Keywords for Radicals explores the words that shape our political landscape. Each
entry highlights a term's contested variations, traces its evolving usage, and speculates about what
its historical mutations can tell us. More than a glossary, this is a crucial study of the power of
language and the social contradictions hidden within it. Contributors include Patrick Bond, Silvia
Federici, John Bellamy Foster, Joy James, Ilan Pappé, Justin Podur, Nina Power, Mab Segrest, and
over forty others. Kelly Fritsch is a Banting Postdoctoral Fellow in Women's and Gender Studies at
the University of Toronto. Clare O'Connor is a doctoral student in Communication at the University
of Southern California. A.K. Thompson teaches social theory at Fordham University in New York.
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