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quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf is a valuable resource for speech-
language pathologists, educators, and healthcare professionals seeking
efficient and reliable tools to identify apraxia of speech (A0S) in both
children and adults. This type of assessment provides a streamlined approach
to screening and diagnosing A0S, enabling practitioners to determine the
severity and specific characteristics of speech motor planning deficits
quickly. With the increasing demand for accessible diagnostic tools, having a
comprehensive and easy-to-use PDF guide can significantly enhance clinical
practice by saving time and improving diagnostic accuracy.

Understanding Apraxia of Speech

What is Apraxia of Speech?

Apraxia of speech (A0S) is a motor speech disorder characterized by
difficulty planning and programming the precise movements needed for speech
production. Unlike dysarthria, which involves weakness or paralysis of speech
muscles, AOS primarily affects the neural processes responsible for
coordinating speech movements. Individuals with apraxia often struggle with
initiating speech, producing consistent errors, and maintaining speech
fluency.

Key Features of Apraxia of Speech

Some common signs include:

- Inconsistent sound errors

- Difficulty with sound sequencing

- Groping behaviors during speech attempts

- Increased effort and frustration

- Better performance on automatic speech (e.g., counting, greetings) than on
volitional speech

- Slow rate of speech and abnormal prosody

Understanding these features is essential for conducting an effective quick
assessment, as they guide the clinician’s observations and testing focus.



The Importance of a Quick Assessment for AOS

Why Conduct a Quick Assessment?

A quick assessment serves multiple purposes:

- Early detection of speech motor planning issues

- Screening in busy clinical settings

- Determining whether a comprehensive evaluation is necessary
- Monitoring progress over time

- Facilitating communication with caregivers and team members

A well-designed quick assessment can be completed in approximately 10-20
minutes, making it a practical tool in many clinical environments.

Advantages of Using a PDF-Based Quick Assessment

- Accessibility and portability

- Standardized procedures

- Easy to distribute and share

- Cost-effective

- Can be tailored or customized as needed

Having a downloadable PDF ensures that clinicians have immediate access to
necessary assessment protocols, scoring sheets, and guidelines.

Components of a Quick Assessment for Apraxia of
Speech (AO0S)

1. Observation of Speech Production

Begin with a spontaneous speech sample, noting:
- Speech fluency

- Groping behaviors

- Consistency of errors

- Effort and frustration levels

2. Repetition Tasks

Assess the individual's ability to repeat:
- Syllables (e.g., "ba," "da," "pa")

- Words of varying length and complexity

- Phrases and sentences



This helps identify the capacity for motor planning and detect errors like
omissions, substitutions, or distortions.

3. Non-Word Repetition

Use non-words (e.g., "blim," "splat") to evaluate pure motor planning skills,
less influenced by language familiarity.

4. Oral Motor Examination

Check for:

- Strength and coordination of speech muscles
- Groping behaviors

- Range of motion

While AOS primarily affects planning, underlying motor issues can coexist.

5. Prosody and Intonation

Evaluate speech rhythm, stress patterns, and pitch variations to identify
prosodic deficits common in AOS.

6. Standardized Screening Tasks

Utilize specific tasks designed for quick screening, such as:

- The Diadochokinetic (DDK) rate test

- The Apraxia Screen of Developmental Apraxia of Speech (ASDAS)
- Custom checklists included in the PDF

Developing an Effective Quick Assessment PDF
for AOS

Key Elements to Include

- Clear instructions for administration
- Standardized scoring criteria

- Visual aids and prompts

- Checklist for observations

- Examples of typical errors

- Guidelines for interpreting results



Design Tips for a User-Friendly PDF

- Use concise language

- Incorporate tables and charts

- Include space for notes

- Ensure readability with appropriate fonts

- Provide hyperlinks or references for further reading

Sample Structure of the PDF

Introduction and Purpose

Materials Needed

Step-by-Step Administration Procedures
Scoring and Interpretation

Case Examples

Recommendations for Next Steps
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Interpreting Results from a Quick A0S
Assessment

Scoring Guidelines

- Assign scores based on the frequency and severity of errors
- Use a rubric to categorize severity: mild, moderate, severe
- Note patterns such as inconsistency or difficulty with specific sounds

Making a Clinical Decision

Based on scores and observations:

- Determine if further comprehensive testing is needed

- Identify areas to target in therapy

- Communicate findings to caregivers and multidisciplinary team

Additional Resources and Tools (Including PDF
Downloads)



Recommended PDFs for Quick AOS Assessment

- The Apraxia Profile (AP) PDF

- The Dynamic Evaluation of Motor Speech Skill (DEMSS)
- The Kaufman Speech Praxis Test

- Customizable screening checklists

Online Platforms for Downloading AOS PDFs

- ASHA (American Speech-Language-Hearing Association)
- SpeechPathology.com
- Specific university or professional organization websites

Tips for Clinicians Using the Quick Assessment
PDF

1. Familiarize yourself thoroughly with the assessment instructions before
administering.

2. Maintain consistency in administration to ensure reliable results.
3. Use the scoring rubric objectively to avoid bias.

4. Combine assessment findings with clinical observations for an accurate
diagnosis.

5. Document all findings meticulously for future reference.

Conclusion

A quick assessment for apraxia of speech in PDF format is an indispensable
resource for clinicians aiming to efficiently identify speech motor planning
deficits. By incorporating standardized procedures, clear scoring guidelines,
and user-friendly design, such assessments facilitate early diagnosis and
targeted intervention. Whether you are a seasoned speech-language pathologist
or a clinician in training, utilizing a comprehensive yet concise PDF tool
can enhance your clinical practice and ultimately improve patient outcomes.
Remember, early detection and intervention are key to helping individuals
with AOS achieve better communication skills and quality of life.



Optimizing SEO for "Quick Assessment for
Apraxia of Speech PDF"

To ensure this article ranks well in search engines:

- Use keywords strategically: "quick assessment for apraxia of speech PDF,"
"apraxia of speech screening tools," "AOS assessment PDF," "speech motor
planning evaluation," and related terms throughout the content.

- Include relevant internal links to related articles or resources.

- Use descriptive meta tags and alt text for any images or downloadable
links.

- Regularly update content with new tools, PDFs, or research findings related
to AOS assessments.

By providing comprehensive, well-structured, and SEO-optimized content,
clinicians and educators can easily find and utilize effective quick
assessment tools in PDF format to improve diagnostic accuracy and treatment
planning for individuals with apraxia of speech.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a quick assessment for apraxia of speech
PDF, and how can it be used effectively?

A quick assessment PDF for apraxia of speech provides a concise tool to
screen and identify speech motor planning issues efficiently. It can be used
by clinicians and educators to determine the need for comprehensive
evaluation and to guide intervention planning.

Where can I find reliable quick assessment PDFs for
apraxia of speech?

Reliable PDFs can be found through professional organizations like the
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA), university speech
therapy resources, or published clinical guidelines. Always ensure the source
is reputable and evidence-based.

What are the key components included in a quick
apraxia of speech assessment PDF?

Typically, it includes tasks to evaluate speech sound production,
diadochokinetic rates, oral-motor skills, and consistency of errors, along
with scoring criteria and guidelines for interpreting results.



How accurate are quick assessment PDFs in diagnosing
apraxia of speech?

While quick assessment PDFs are useful screening tools, they are not
definitive diagnostic instruments. They help identify individuals who may
need further comprehensive evaluation by a speech-language pathologist.

Can a quick assessment PDF for apraxia of speech be
used by parents or teachers?

These PDFs are primarily designed for professionals, but with proper
guidance, trained parents or teachers can use simplified screening tools to
flag potential concerns for referral to specialists.

Are there any free or low-cost quick assessment PDFs
available online for apraxia of speech?

Yes, many free or low-cost resources are available through professional
organizations, educational websites, and open-access clinical resources.
Always verify the credibility of the source before use.

Additional Resources

Quick Assessment for Apraxia of Speech PDF: A Comprehensive Review and Guide

Apraxia of speech (A0S) is a motor speech disorder characterized by
difficulty planning and programming the movements necessary for speech
production, despite intact neuromuscular function. As clinicians and
researchers strive for timely diagnosis and intervention, the need for
efficient, reliable assessment tools has become paramount. The quick
assessment for apraxia of speech PDF has emerged as a valuable resource in
this context, offering a streamlined approach to screening and preliminary
diagnosis. This review delves into the critical aspects of the quick
assessment, exploring its development, structure, application, and
implications for practice.

Understanding Apraxia of Speech and the Need
for Rapid Assessment



What Is Apraxia of Speech?

Apraxia of speech is a motor speech disorder that impairs the ability to plan
and sequence the precise movements of the articulators—lips, tongue, palate,
and jaw-necessary for speech. Unlike dysarthria, which involves weakness or
paralysis, AOS occurs despite intact neuromuscular function, stemming from
disruptions in the brain's motor planning areas, typically the left inferior
frontal gyrus and premotor cortex.

Core features of A0S include:

- Inconsistent speech errors

- Difficulty initiating speech

- Groping behaviors

- Prosodic disturbances

- Greater difficulty with complex words or phrases

The Importance of Early and Accurate Screening

Early detection of apraxia of speech aids in prompt intervention, which is
crucial for optimizing communication outcomes. However, comprehensive
assessments can be time-consuming and require specialized training, making
them less feasible in busy clinical settings or early screening contexts.

Hence, the development of quick assessment tools aims to:
- Facilitate rapid screening in diverse settings

- Identify individuals needing detailed evaluation

- Guide immediate intervention planning

- Enhance resource allocation efficiency

The Role of PDFs in Apraxia of Speech
Assessment

Advantages of PDF-Based Assessment Tools

Portable Document Format (PDF) files for assessments provide several
benefits:

- Accessibility: Easily distributed electronically.

- Standardization: Ensures uniform administration.

- Ease of Use: Can be printed or used digitally.

- Resource Sharing: Facilitates remote or telepractice evaluations.



Development of a Quick Assessment for AOS PDF

A well-structured PDF assessment typically includes:
- Clear instructions for clinicians

- A list of stimuli (words, phrases, sentences)

- Scoring guidelines

- Normative data or benchmarks

- Optional scoring sheets or checklists

The goal is to balance comprehensiveness with brevity, enabling clinicians to
complete the screening within a few minutes.

Core Components of the Quick Assessment for
Apraxia of Speech PDF

Stimuli Selection

The stimuli should be designed to elicit speech motor planning challenges
characteristic of AOS. Common features include:

- Multisyllabic words

- Non-words or novel combinations

- Phrases with increasing complexity

- Words with complex phonetic structures

Sample stimuli include:
- "Butterfly"
- "Crocodile"
- "Strawberry"
- Non-word: "Blonterf"

Assessment Procedure

The clinician administers the assessment by:

1. Presenting stimuli visually or auditorily.

2. Asking the individual to repeat or produce the stimulus.
3. Observing and recording:

- Accuracy

- Speech sound distortions

- Groping behaviors

- Consistency of errors

- Speech initiation time

4. Noting any phonetic or prosodic errors.



Scoring and Interpretation

Most quick assessments employ a straightforward scoring system, such as:
- Yes/No: Correct or incorrect production.
- Severity rating: Mild, moderate, severe.
- Error pattern analysis: Phoneme substitutions, omissions, distortions.

Some PDFs include cutoff scores or error percentages to aid in
differentiation between typical speech, phonological disorders, and AOS.

Evaluating the Validity and Reliability of
Quick AOS PDFs

Research Evidence Supporting Quick Assessments

The effectiveness of rapid assessment tools depends on their psychometric
properties. Several studies have examined:

- Sensitivity: Ability to correctly identify individuals with AOS.

- Specificity: Ability to exclude those without AOS.

- Inter-rater reliability: Consistency across clinicians.

- Test-retest reliability: Stability over time.

While comprehensive validation varies among tools, many PDFs are derived from
established assessments like the Apraxia of Speech Rating Scale (ASRS) or the
Screening for Apraxia of Speech (SAS), adapted for quick use.

Limitations and Considerations

- Quick assessments are screening tools, not definitive diagnoses.

- They may have limitations in differentiating AOS from phonological or other
speech disorders.

- Cultural and linguistic differences can affect stimulus selection and
scoring.

- Clinician training impacts reliability.

Practical Applications and Integration into
Clinical Practice



Workflow Integration

The quick assessment PDF can be incorporated into:

- Initial screenings in schools, clinics, or hospitals.

- Follow-up assessments post-therapy.

- Telepractice evaluations, with modifications.

- Research studies requiring standardized data collection.

Complementary Assessments

To confirm diagnosis and guide intervention, quick assessments should be
supplemented with:

- Comprehensive motor speech evaluations

- Oral-motor examinations

- Language assessments

- Cognitive-linguistic tests

Case Example: Implementing a Quick A0S PDF

A speech-language pathologist working in a school setting might:
1. Use the PDF screening during initial intake.

2. Identify children with possible AOS based on scoring criteria.
3. Refer for detailed assessment and intervention planning.

4. Monitor progress over time with repeat quick assessments.

Advancements and Future Directions in Quick AOS
Assessment PDFs

Technological Integration

Emerging trends include:

- Digital interfaces for assessment administration and scoring.
- Automated scoring algorithms using speech recognition.

- Telehealth-compatible versions with interactive stimuli.

Customization and Cultural Adaptations

Adapting PDFs for:

- Different languages and dialects.
- Age-specific populations.

- Cultural relevance of stimuli.



Research and Development Needs

Further validation studies are required to:

- Establish normative data across diverse populations.
- Enhance sensitivity and specificity.

- Develop universally applicable tools.

Conclusion

The quick assessment for apraxia of speech PDF represents a significant
stride toward efficient, accessible screening for this complex motor speech
disorder. When carefully designed and implemented, such tools enable
clinicians to identify individuals who require comprehensive evaluation and
intervention promptly. Although they are not substitutes for detailed
assessments, their role in early detection, resource management, and ongoing
monitoring is invaluable. Continued research, technological advancements, and
cross-cultural adaptations will further enhance the utility and accuracy of
these assessments, ultimately improving outcomes for individuals with apraxia
of speech.
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Disclaimer:

This article is intended for informational purposes and should not replace
formal training or clinical judgment. Always refer to validated assessment
protocols and consult with specialists when diagnosing or planning treatment
for apraxia of speech.
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quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Assessment in Speech-Language Pathology
Kenneth G. Shipley, Julie G. McAfee, 2023-11-10 Assessment in Speech-Language Pathology: A
Resource Manual, Seventh Edition is the bestselling book on assessment for academic courses and
clinical practice. The book covers the diagnosis and evaluation of a wide range of communication
disorders in children and adults. This one-of-a-kind manual provides a comprehensive package of
reference materials, explanations of assessment procedures, and practical stimulus suggestion.
Many reproducible worksheets, forms, reports, and quick-reference tables are provided. Each
chapter references many of the most used published tests and resources for assessing the given
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disorder. Multiple links are provided for online testing materials, including some standardized tests.
This highly practical resource is separated into two easy-to-navigate sections: Part I highlights
preparatory considerations; Part II provides materials and suggestions for assessing communicative
disorders. New to the Seventh Edition: * New chapter describing an assessment from start to finish *
Reorganized and expanded content on psychometric principles of assessment * New information on
assessment via telepractice * New information on play-based assessment * New information on
sharing electronic medical information * Reorganized and expanded content on medical and
psychological conditions associated with communicative disorders * Several new tables and figures
throughout to improve ease of understanding the material * Several new forms and worksheets for
assessment * Updates to each chapter to reflect current research and practice * Updated and new
recommendations for published assessment tools, sources of additional information, online
resources, and apps * Multiple links to online assessment resources, including free materials and
standardized testing materials Key Features: * Full-color design with images, charts, and
illustrations to engage readers and display key concepts * Each chapter concludes with practical
forms, including worksheets, checklists, and additional sources of information * Glossary of key
terms Disclaimer: Please note that ancillary content (such as eFlashcards, quizzes, and
downloadable versions of the forms and worksheets) are not be included as published in the original
print version of this book.

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Children's Speech Sound Disorders Caroline
Bowen, 2023-07-18 Children’s Speech Sound Disorders Concise, easy-to-understand overview of
current practice in articulation disorders, childhood apraxia of speech, developmental dysarthria,
phonological disorders, and structurally based speech sound disorders Children’s Speech Sound
Disorders provides reader-friendly explanations of key aspects of the classification, assessment,
diagnosis, and treatment of speech sound disorders, with clinically applicable insights from 58
distinguished contributors who draw on their current work in the child speech field in providing
expert essays. This bestselling guide with international appeal includes case vignettes and relatable
real-world examples to place topics in context. Children’s Speech Sound Disorders also delivers
information on: The evolution of current practices, working with families, telepractice innovations,
and important new speech acquisition norms Phonetic, stimulability, perceptual, phonological, and
motor-learning-based interventions, and facilitating phonological awareness development in children
with speech sound disorders Treatment target selection, phonemic placement and shaping
techniques, and goal attack strategies for a range of sounds including affricates, compensatory
errors in cleft lip and palate, fricatives, /1/, and vowels Lifelong speech and psychological
consequences of childhood apraxia of speech and measuring speech intelligibility in children with
motor speech disorders Multilingualism, language variation, and the application of constraint-based
nonlinear phonology across languages Drawing on a range of theoretical, research and clinical
perspectives and emphasising treatment fidelity, quality client care, and evidence-based practice,
Children’s Speech Sound Disorders comprises an indispensable collection of research-based clinical
nuggets, hands-on strategies, thoughtful discussion, and inspiration for academics, clinicians,
educators and students in speech-language pathology/speech and language therapy.

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: The Oxford Handbook of Aphasia and Language
Disorders Anastasia M. Raymer, Leslie J. Gonzalez Rothi, 2018 The Oxford Handbook of Aphasia and
Language Disorders integrates neural and cognitive perspectives, providing a comprehensive
overview of the complex language and communication impairments that arise in individuals with
acquired brain damage. The volume also describes theoretically-motivated and evidence-based
methods for assessment and treatment of those impairments.

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Medical-Surgical Nursing - E-Book Donna D.
Ignatavicius, M. Linda Workman, 2013-12-27 Using a uniquely collaborative and reader-friendly
approach, expert authors Donna D. Ignatavicius and M. Linda Workman cover all the latest trends,
evidence-based treatment guidelines, and additional updated information needed for safe clinical
practice in medical-surgical nursing. This seventh edition features an expanded emphasis on patient



safety and NCLEX® Examination preparation, new ties to the QSEN priorities for patient safety, and
a greater alignment with the language and focus of clinical practice. A new chapter on
evidence-based practice and a wealth of effective online learning tools help solidify your mastery of
medical-surgical nursing. UNIQUE! Collaborative approach presents all medical, surgical, nursing,
and other interventions through the lens of the nursing process. Reader-friendly, direct writing style
makes this one of the most readable medical-surgical nursing textbooks available. UNIQUE!
Cutting-edge focus on the latest trends in nursing practice and nursing education prepares you for
both today and tomorrow’s nursing practice. UNIQUE! Integrated tools for NCLEX preparation get
you ready for your licensure examination. Chapter-opening Learning Outcomes are linked to
Self-Assessment Questions for the NCLEX Examination on the Evolve website. Unique
chapter-ending Get Ready for the NCLEX Examination! sections include Key Points organized by
NCLEX Client Needs Categories. UNIQUE! Focus on nursing concepts helps bridge the gap between
the concepts learned in Nursing Fundamentals, and disorders content learned in the
medical-surgical nursing course. UNIQUE! Emphasis on clinical decision-making teaches you to
apply concepts to true-to-life clinical situations. UNIQUE! Concentration on the core body of
knowledge for the RN level of medical-surgical nursing practice focuses your attention on
need-to-know content to pass the NCLEX Examination and practice safely as a beginning nurse. Rich
array of effective learning aids includes: Best Practice for Patient Safety & Quality Care Best
Practice for Emergency Care Patient and Family Education: Preparing for Self-Management Nursing
Focus on the Older Adult Home Care Assessment Focused Assessment Common Examples of Drug
Therapy Evidence-Based Practice Concept Maps Laboratory Profiles Assessment Using Gordon’s
Functional Health Patterns

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Developmental Apraxia of Speech Paula E.
Square, 1994

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Developmental Apraxia of Speech in
Children Gerardus Hendrikus Johannes Thoonen, 1998 Zsfassung in niederland. Sprache.

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Working with Childhood Apraxia of Speech
Kathryn Murrell, 2023-12-18 This resource will lead the reader through the practicalities of
assessment, diagnosis, and therapeutic intervention for children of all ages with features of
childhood apraxia of speech. It provides the theory and underlying principles upon which to work
with children who have this fascinating but challenging disorder in collaboration with families and
schools. Chapters are clearly laid out, with hands on activities for intervention and helpful
summaries. There is a focus on alternative and augmentative means of communication and
multidisciplinary working, as well as a wealth of case studies and teaching notes for training other
professionals. Fresh ways of working are addressed, such as the use of teletherapy and other
techniques such as group therapy and the consultative approach are discussed. Key features
include: A theoretical overview of current thinking about childhood apraxia of speech A structured
assessment format with a chapter specifically focused on how to take a detailed speech sample Clear
guidance on how to make a differential diagnosis How to spot early indicators of childhood apraxia
of speech Advice sheets for parents and schools Downloadable record forms for case history taking
and assessment. This book can be read cover to cover or dipped into for quick and easy therapy
ideas and is presented in an easy-to-read format, with chapters broken down into bite-sized chunks.
It is an essential handbook for all speech and language therapists and students, whatever their level
of experience.

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Developmental apraxia of speech in
children Geert H. J. Thoonen, 1998

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Assessment and Diagnosis of Apraxia of Speech
Melissa Marie Wisneski, 2001

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Assessment of Childhood Apraxia of Speech
John Jordan Hagemeister, 2013 This thesis examined which diagnostic characteristics are currently
being used by practicing speech-language pathologists. 83 speech-language pathologists from five



states responded to the 25-item questionnaire. The top six characteristics considered essential for a
differential diagnosis of Childhood Apraxia of Speech (CAS) were: 1) inconsistent productions ; 2)
increased errors with increased utterance length and complexity ; 3) groping behaviors ; 4) motor
programming problems ; 5) poor sequencing of sounds ; and 6) frequent vowel errors or vowel
distortions. An additional 17 characteristics were also identified by the respondents. The
respondents also gave their opinions about education on assessment of CAS as well as a description
of their most recent diagnosis. Results indicated that over-diagnosis of this low-prevalence disorder
will likely remain a problem until stronger, eveidence-based guidelines become available and/or a
gold standard is developed for assessing CAS.

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Assessment and Differential Diagnosis in
Childhood Apraxia of Speech Susanne Rex, 2022

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Kaufman Speech Praxis Test for Children
Nancy R. Kaufman, 1995-04-30 m

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Developmental Apraxia of Speech Penelope
K. Hall, Linda S. Jordan, Donald A. Robin, 1993

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Evaluation and Treatment of Apraxia of Speech
and Dysarthria Jay Rosenbek, Robert T. Wertz, George Washington University. Rehabilitation
Research and Training Center, George Washington University. Speech Pathology and Audiology
Program, 1976

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Screening Test for Developmental Apraxia of
Speech Robert William Blakeley, 2001

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Childhood Apraxia of Speech Resource Guide
Shelley Lynne Velleman, 2003 This comprehensive resource guide was created in response to the
requests from practicing speech language pathologists and parents of children with apraxia of
speech for information on the nature of this complicated disorder and advice on assessment and
treatment methods. Fundamental aspects of the disorder are discussed in depth and different
viewpoints regarding apraxia are compared, eliminating the need to track down multiple sources.
Detailed practical assessment and treatment guidelines provide speech language pathologists with a
framework of how to help children with apraxia and the motivation behind each treatment. Case
studies bring material into a real world context.

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Scorer Agreement on the Screening Test
for Developmental Apraxia of Speech Margaret E. Murphy, 1983

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: STDAS-2 Robert William Blakeley, 2001

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: The Use of Phonological Process Assessment for
Differentiating Developmental Apraxia of Speech from Functional Articulation Disorders Kathryn
DeArmond, 1990

quick assessment for apraxia of speech pdf: Current Assessment and Treatment
Practices for Children with Autism and Suspected Childhood Apraxia of Speech Elsa Jayne
Dawson, 2010 Purpose: The occurrence of similar speech and non-speech behaviors in some children
with autism and Childhood Apraxia of Speech (CAS) calls for the consideration of CAS in some
children with autism. The majority of research on CAS has been conducted with children who are
otherwise typically developing. The purpose of this study was to determine whether and to what
extent children with autism are being diagnosed with or suspected to have CAS as well as what
assessment and treatment methods are currently being used with these children. Method: A
nationwide survey of speech-language pathologists (SLPs) working with children ages 0-6 years was
distributed through snowball sampling, e-mail distribution lists and Facebook discussion pages. The
survey requested information on numbers of children served with autism and suspected CAS as well
as the criteria used to identify CAS in children with autism and the treatment methods being used in
intervention. Results: 132 surveys were received and analyzed. SLPs from across the United States
participated in the study. The mean number of children with autism currently served per participant
was 6 children and the mean number of children with autism and suspected CAS per participant was




1. Participants reported suspected CAS in 16% of children with autism. SLPs working in the field the
longest and those serving more total children with autism were suspecting CAS in children with
autism more often than other participants. Of the total participants, 80% indicated that they would
begin assessment for CAS in a child with autism as soon as they notice specific signs of CAS. The
most common markers used were difficulty combining and sequencing phonemes and inconsistent
production of speech sounds. Participants reported using a wide range of assessment tools to assess
for CAS in a child with autism. Participants tended to rely upon informal assessment measures for
this population; the most common assessment tool was a connected speech sample. The most
commonly used intervention technique with this population was AAC; participants also reported high
familiarity with PROMPT as a treatment for CAS. The least commonly used intervention technique
was integral stimulation; 62% of the participants indicated that they have no knowledge of the
technique. Conclusion: Results revealed that on average, SLPs are suspecting CAS in approximately
1 in 5 children with autism but much fewer children with autism have a second diagnosis of CAS.
The decision of when to assess a child with autism for CAS as well as the assessment tools used
varied greatly across participants. Participants reported using up to 22 different diagnostic markers
to identify CAS in a child with autism. It was also discovered that not all of the traditional diagnostic
markers for CAS should necessarily be considered diagnostic markers of CAS in a child with autism
(e.g. suprasegmental abnormalities). With no scientific research to date regarding treatment efficacy
for the treatment of CAS in children with autism, SLPs are forced to rely on anecdotal data when
selecting a treatment to target CAS in a child with autism; SLPs may not be using the most effective
treatment methods for this population. Results of the study support continued investigation of CAS
in children with autism. There is a strong need for the development of clear diagnostic guidelines for
CAS in a child with autism as well as reliable assessment tools that should be used. Further studies
are needed to identify the most effective treatment approach for children with CAS and autism and
how an SLP should incorporate that treatment into an overall comprehensive treatment approach for
autism.
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