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a nation at risk pdf is a pivotal document in the history of American
education policy. Released in 1983 by the National Commission on Excellence
in Education, it served as a wake-up call to policymakers, educators, and the
public regarding the declining standards and performance of the United
States' educational system. The report's findings and recommendations sparked
widespread debate about the state of education, leading to significant
reforms and initiatives aimed at improving academic achievement across the
nation. Understanding the contents, context, and impact of the "A Nation at
Risk" report is essential for comprehending the evolution of education policy
in the United States and the ongoing challenges faced by the system.

Background and Context of "A Nation at Risk"

The Origins of the Report
The early 1980s marked a period of concern over global competitiveness,
economic stagnation, and the perceived decline of American leadership in
science, technology, and education. As other nations, particularly Japan and
Western European countries, advanced their educational systems, critics
argued that the U.S. was falling behind. This environment prompted the
federal government to commission a comprehensive review of the country's
educational practices.

The National Commission on Excellence in Education was established in 1981,
comprising educators, business leaders, and policymakers. Their task was to
assess the state of American education and recommend strategies for
improvement. The result was the publication of the "A Nation at Risk: The
Imperative for Educational Reform" in 1983.

Purpose and Goals of the Report
The primary purpose of the report was to diagnose the causes of educational
decline and to advocate for urgent reforms to restore the nation's
competitive edge. The commission aimed to:

- Highlight the deficiencies in American education.
- Provide evidence of declining student achievement.
- Generate a sense of urgency among stakeholders.
- Recommend actionable reforms to elevate educational standards.

The report aimed to serve as a catalyst for policy changes that would improve
curriculum rigor, elevate teacher standards, and foster a culture of
excellence in schools nationwide.



Major Findings and Messages of "A Nation at
Risk"

Declining Academic Standards
One of the most alarming findings was that American students were performing
below expectations compared to students in other industrialized nations. The
report highlighted that:

- The high school curriculum had been significantly watered down.
- Students lacked proficiency in core subjects such as mathematics, science,
and language arts.
- The dropout rate was increasing, and college readiness was declining.

The report emphasized that American education was producing graduates who
were inadequately prepared for the demands of the modern workforce and higher
education.

Indicators of Educational Decline
The report identified specific indicators that signaled systemic issues,
including:

- Decreased average SAT scores.
- Lower scores in international assessments.
- Rising dropout rates, particularly among minority and disadvantaged
students.
- A decline in the number of students pursuing rigorous academic courses.

These indicators collectively painted a grim picture of the state of American
education.

The Consequences of Educational Shortfalls
The report warned that failing to address these issues could have serious
ramifications:

- Loss of economic competitiveness.
- Diminished innovation and technological advancement.
- Increased social inequality.
- Erosion of democracy due to uninformed citizenry.

It made clear that education was the foundation of national strength and
prosperity, and neglecting it was a threat to the nation’s future.



Key Recommendations of "A Nation at Risk"

Academic Curriculum and Standards
The report called for a rigorous and challenging curriculum, emphasizing the
importance of:

- Establishing clear, measurable standards for student achievement.
- Ensuring that students master fundamental skills such as reading, writing,
mathematics, and science.
- Implementing consistent assessments to monitor progress.

Recommendations included:

Adopting a more demanding curriculum aligned with international
standards.

Reducing the emphasis on social promotion and encouraging mastery of
content.

Ensuring students are well-prepared for college and careers.

Teacher Quality and Professional Development
The report highlighted the need to elevate teacher standards by:

- Requiring rigorous certification processes.
- Increasing ongoing professional development.
- Attracting talented individuals to the teaching profession.

Key points:

Implementing higher entry standards for teachers.1.

Providing ongoing training to improve instructional skills.2.

Offering competitive salaries to attract top candidates.3.

School Accountability and Leadership
To foster excellence, the report recommended:



- Establishing accountability measures for schools and educators.
- Promoting strong leadership at school levels.
- Creating a culture of continuous improvement.

Suggestions included:

- Regular evaluation of school performance.
- Public reporting of results to inform stakeholders.
- Supporting school administrators in implementing reforms.

Parental and Community Involvement
Recognizing that education extends beyond the classroom, the report stressed
the importance of:

- Engaging parents in their children’s education.
- Building partnerships with community organizations.
- Ensuring that schools serve as centers of community life.

Impact and Legacy of "A Nation at Risk"

Policy Reforms and Educational Initiatives
Following the publication of the report, several significant policy shifts
and initiatives emerged:

- The push for higher academic standards across states.
- The development of standardized testing regimes.
- The expansion of curricula emphasizing STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics).
- The introduction of school accountability systems.

These reforms aimed to address the issues raised in the report and to elevate
the quality of American education.

Controversies and Criticisms
Despite its influence, "A Nation at Risk" faced criticism for various
reasons:

- Overemphasis on standardized testing, which some argued narrowed curricula
and stifled creativity.
- The portrayal of American education as in crisis, which some scholars
challenged as overstated.
- The potential for increased competition and privatization to undermine
traditional public education.



Critics argued that the report’s emphasis on excellence sometimes overlooked
issues of equity and access.

Long-term Effects on Education Discourse
The report fundamentally shifted the discourse around education policy:

- It instilled a sense of urgency that persisted for decades.
- It influenced the development of national and state standards.
- It contributed to debates about school accountability, teacher quality, and
curriculum rigor.

Its legacy continues to inform education reform efforts and discussions about
how best to prepare students for the future.

The Continuing Relevance of "A Nation at Risk"

Lessons for Modern Education Policy
The core message—that high standards and accountability are essential—remains
relevant today. However, ongoing challenges include:

- Addressing disparities in educational access and outcomes.
- Balancing standardized assessments with holistic measures of student
success.
- Ensuring teacher quality amid changing policies.

Contemporary initiatives such as the Common Core State Standards and national
assessments draw inspiration from the principles outlined in the report.

Reflection on the Report’s Recommendations
While some of the report’s specific recommendations have evolved, its
emphasis on excellence continues to resonate. The need for:

- Continual curriculum improvement.
- Professional development for educators.
- Clear standards and accountability.

remains central to ongoing efforts to improve American education.

Conclusion
In summation, a nation at risk pdf represents a seminal moment in the history
of American education reform. Its stark portrayal of declining standards



served as a catalyst for profound policy changes aimed at restoring
excellence. Although it faced criticism and spurred ongoing debates, its core
message—that high standards, qualified teachers, and accountability are
vital—continues to shape educational discourse. As the nation navigates
complex challenges such as equity, technological change, and globalization,
revisiting and reflecting on the insights and lessons of "A Nation at Risk"
remains essential for crafting a resilient and equitable educational future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main findings of the 'A Nation at Risk'
report?
'A Nation at Risk' highlighted concerns about the decline in educational
standards in the United States, citing issues like underprepared students,
outdated curricula, and the need for higher expectations to improve academic
achievement.

How has 'A Nation at Risk' influenced education
policy since its publication?
The report prompted widespread reforms including curriculum overhauls,
increased emphasis on standardized testing, and accountability measures aimed
at elevating educational standards across the country.

Where can I access the full 'A Nation at Risk' PDF
report?
The full 'A Nation at Risk' report is available for free on educational
archives, government websites such as the U.S. Department of Education, and
various online repositories specializing in historical education documents.

What criticisms have been made of the 'A Nation at
Risk' report?
Critics argue that the report overemphasized decline and standardized
testing, potentially leading to a narrow focus on test scores at the expense
of broader educational goals like creativity and critical thinking.

How relevant are the findings of 'A Nation at Risk'
today?
'A Nation at Risk' remains a foundational document in education reform
debates, with its core concerns about educational quality still influencing
policy discussions, though many argue that ongoing challenges require updated



approaches.

Additional Resources
A Nation at Risk PDF: An In-Depth Analysis of America's Education Crisis

In 1983, the United States faced a wake-up call that would resonate
throughout its educational landscape for decades. The publication of the A
Nation at Risk report, available in PDF format and widely disseminated across
policy circles and classrooms alike, signaled an urgent need to reevaluate
the nation's approach to education. This seminal document, produced by the
National Commission on Excellence in Education, laid bare the perceived
decline in American academic standards, sparking debates that continue to
echo in policy reforms, academic discourse, and public consciousness today.
To fully understand the significance of this report, one must explore its
historical context, core findings, recommendations, and the ongoing impact it
has had on educational policy and practice.

---

Historical Context of the "A Nation at Risk"
Report

The Educational Landscape of Early 1980s America

By the early 1980s, the United States was experiencing a confluence of
economic, geopolitical, and social challenges. The country was grappling with
a perceived decline in global competitiveness, partly attributed to lagging
educational achievement. International assessments, such as the 1981
"International Student Assessment" by the International Association for the
Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA), suggested that American students
were falling behind their counterparts in countries like Japan, Canada, and
several European nations.

During this period, the U.S. economy faced stiff competition from emerging
economies, and the Cold War rivalry underscored the importance of maintaining
technological and scientific superiority. Many policymakers believed that the
foundation for this superiority lay in the strength of the American education
system. Consequently, there was mounting concern that American students were
not being adequately prepared for the demands of a rapidly changing,
knowledge-based economy.



The Political and Social Climate

The political climate, marked by a push toward accountability and reform,
also set the stage for the A Nation at Risk report. The Reagan administration
prioritized economic growth and national security, emphasizing the importance
of education as a critical component. This environment fostered a sense of
urgency — a belief that significant reforms were necessary to restore the
nation's educational vitality.

Furthermore, the report’s publication coincided with broader societal debates
about the quality of public education, standards, and the role of federal and
state governments in ensuring educational excellence. The era was
characterized by a desire for measurable results, standardized testing, and
accountability measures, themes that would resonate throughout subsequent
decades.

---

Core Findings and Messages of the "A Nation at
Risk" Report

The Decline in Academic Standards

The report’s most striking claim was that American education was experiencing
a decline in quality and standards. It famously stated that "if an unfriendly
foreign power had attempted to impose on America the mediocre education
standards that exist today, we might well have viewed it as an act of war."
This provocative assertion underscored the perceived gravity of the
situation.

The report highlighted several specific areas of concern:

- Curriculum Narrowing: Schools were increasingly emphasizing less rigorous
subjects, often reducing coursework in science, mathematics, and foreign
languages.
- Lower Academic Standards: There was evidence that American students were
achieving less mastery in core subjects, with declines in test scores and
academic performance.
- Decreased Graduation Rates: Some regions exhibited stagnating or declining
high school graduation rates, indicating potential issues with student
engagement or institutional quality.
- Teacher Qualifications: The report expressed concern over the declining
quality of teachers, many of whom lacked sufficient training or credentials.



The Impact of Educational Practices and Policies

The report also critiqued existing practices, asserting that:

- Schools were not demanding enough of students.
- There was a lack of focus on mastery and high standards.
- The educational system was too fragmented, with inconsistent curricula and
assessments.
- Excessive emphasis was placed on extracurricular activities and social
promotion rather than academic rigor.

International Comparisons and the “American Student”

One of the report’s most influential aspects was its comparison of American
students to their international peers. It pointed out that students in other
countries were outperforming Americans in key subjects, particularly in
mathematics and science. This comparison was meant to serve as a wake-up
call, suggesting that the U.S. risked losing its competitive edge if reforms
were not swiftly enacted.

---

Recommendations and Policy Prescriptions

The A Nation at Risk report did not merely diagnose the problem; it proposed
a series of bold reforms aimed at restoring excellence in education.

Setting High Standards

- Establish national and state standards for student achievement.
- Promote accountability through standardized testing to measure progress.
- Create benchmarks for what students should know and be able to do at each
grade level.

Curriculum Reforms

- Emphasize rigorous coursework in core subjects such as mathematics,
science, and language arts.
- Reduce the emphasis on social promotion, ensuring students demonstrate
mastery before advancing.
- Broaden the curriculum to include arts, foreign languages, and civics,
fostering well-rounded education.



Teacher Quality and Professional Development

- Raise entry standards for teachers, requiring higher qualifications.
- Implement ongoing professional development programs.
- Improve teacher compensation and status to attract highly qualified
individuals.

School Governance and Funding

- Encourage school accountability through performance-based evaluations.
- Promote school choice and competition to foster innovation.
- Ensure equitable funding to support disadvantaged schools and students.

Community and Parental Involvement

- Engage families and communities in setting educational priorities.
- Foster partnerships between schools, local businesses, and higher education
institutions.

---

The Impact and Legacy of the "A Nation at Risk"
Report

Immediate Reactions and Policy Changes

The publication of the report ignited widespread debate and served as a
catalyst for educational reform. Policymakers, educators, and the public
rallied around its call for higher standards, leading to initiatives such as:

- The push for standardized testing (e.g., the National Assessment of
Educational Progress).
- The development of the Goals 2000: Educate America Act.
- Increased emphasis on accountability and school reform movements.

Critiques and Controversies

Despite its influence, the report has faced criticism over the years:

- Overemphasis on Testing: Critics argue that the focus on standardized test



scores has led to teaching to the test, narrowing curricula, and neglecting
critical thinking skills.
- Neglect of Socioeconomic Factors: Some believe the report over-simplified
the causes of educational decline, ignoring broader social issues like
poverty, inequality, and community resources.
- Implementation Challenges: Many reforms recommended by the report proved
difficult to implement uniformly across diverse school systems.

Long-Term Impact and Evolving Perspectives

Over the decades, the narrative around U.S. education has evolved, but the
core concerns raised in A Nation at Risk remain relevant:

- The ongoing emphasis on standards and accountability traces back to the
report’s recommendations.
- The debate over the role of federal oversight versus local control
continues.
- Current efforts to improve STEM education, teacher quality, and college
readiness echo the priorities set forth in the original document.

Furthermore, the A Nation at Risk PDF remains a pivotal historical document.
It is frequently referenced in scholarly analyses, policy debates, and reform
initiatives, serving as both a call to action and a benchmark for evaluating
progress.

---

Conclusion: Reflecting on the "A Nation at
Risk" Legacy

The A Nation at Risk PDF stands as a watershed moment in American educational
history. Its bold assertions, comprehensive analysis, and ambitious
recommendations helped shape the discourse on educational excellence for
decades. While many of its proposed reforms have faced implementation
challenges and critiques, its core message — that America's future depends on
a strong, rigorous, and equitable education system — continues to resonate.

As the nation navigates new challenges, including technological advancements,
globalization, and shifting demographic landscapes, revisiting the insights
of A Nation at Risk offers valuable lessons. The report reminds policymakers,
educators, and citizens alike that maintaining and elevating educational
standards is an ongoing, collective responsibility — one that is vital for
the nation's economic vitality, social cohesion, and global leadership in the
21st century.

---



Note: The original A Nation at Risk report is available in PDF format from
numerous educational and governmental sources. The detailed understanding of
its content and legacy is essential for anyone interested in the evolution of
American education policy and reform efforts.
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  a nation at risk pdf: The ^AAmerican Child Steven Mintz, Peter N. Stearns, 2025-09-18 The
American Child is an essential history that recounts changes in American childhood. This
authoritative book challenges the view that the problems facing today's kids are simply the product
of social media, video games, the internet, the breakdown of the family, and the decline of marriage,
instead showcasing larger changes in the American economy and culture and the relationship
between society and government after World War II.
  a nation at risk pdf: Literacy Instruction for Students who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing Susan
R. Easterbrooks, PhD, Jennifer Beal-Alvarez, MA, 2013-03-21 Literacy Instruction for Students who
are Deaf and Hard of Hearing describes current, evidence-based practices in teaching literacy to
students who are deaf or hard of hearing in the areas of phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension.
  a nation at risk pdf: Handbook of Social Justice Interventions in Education Carol A.
Mullen, 2021-08-27 The Handbook of Social Justice Interventions in Education features interventions
in social justice within education and leadership, from early years to higher education and in
mainstream and alternative, formal and informal settings. Researchers from across academic
disciplines and different countries describe implementable social justice work underway in learning
environments—organizations, programs, classrooms, communities, etc. Robust, dynamic, and
emergent theory-informed applications in real-world places make known the applied knowledge base
in social justice, and its empirical, ideological, and advocacy orientations. A multiplicity of social
justice-oriented lenses, policies, strategies, and tools is represented in this Handbook, along with
qualitative and quantitative methodologies. Alternative and conventional approaches alike advance
knowledge and educational and social utility. To cover the field comprehensively the subject (i.e.,
social justice education and leadership) is subdivided into four sections. Part 1 (background)
provides a general background of current social justice literature. Part II (schools) addresses
interventions and explorations in preK-12 schools. Part III (education) covers undergraduate and
graduate education and preservice teacher programs, classrooms, and curricula, in addition to
teacher and student leadership in schools. Part IV (leadership) features educational leadership and
higher education leadership domains, from organizational change efforts to preservice leader
preparation programs, classrooms, etc. Part V (comparative) offers interventions and explorations of
societies, cultures, and nations. Assembling this unique material in one place by a leading cast will
enable readers easy access to the latest research-informed interventionist practices on a timely
topic. They can build on this work that takes the promise of social justice to the next level for
changing global learning environments and workplaces.
  a nation at risk pdf: A Nation at Thought David M. Steiner, 2023-03-02 This is a book about
the education America owes to its children, why its education system is in poor condition, and what
might be done to give that system both energy and quality. In diagnosing the current practices and
priorities of American education, the book presupposes a collective public interest in creating a
well-educated next generation. While focused on public schools, the book addresses the education of
all of America’s children: What should well-educated future citizens learn in school?
  a nation at risk pdf: Building a Learning Culture in America Kevin Chavous, 2017-07-05
Building a Learning Culture in America takes an incisive, no-holds-barred look at how America
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embraced and cultivated a culture of learning in the past, how that culture declined in the sixties
and seventies, and what must be done to regain it. From political gridlock to systemic
discrimination, Chavous details the many ways education today is off track, and cites specific
examples of what Americans might do to reform it.Part memoir and part manifesto, this is a frank,
fascinating, and personal account of Chavous' experience as a politician working to enact school
choice in Washington, DC, and throughout the United States. During the course of his political
career, he has seen political skirmishes and party scuffles interfere with the United States' ability to
improve its educational system. These conflicts did not cause the problem; they were merely a
result. The true problem was more basic: the decline of America's learning culture.This pivotal work
calls for Americans to unite in making the changes needed to re-establish a learning culture as an
inherent piece of the American national fabric, and tells us how to begin.
  a nation at risk pdf: New Era – New Urgency F. Joseph Merlino, Deborah Pomeroy, 2024-03-29
New Era – New Urgency: The Case for Repurposing Education explores the unprecedented realities
and challenges associated with entering a new era, such as catastrophic climate changes, advanced
artificial intelligence, massive demographic shifts, and worldwide digital disinformation campaigns.
This era calls for a new urgency in thinking about how we will educate present and future
generations of young people. This book is divided into four parts; Part I describes the profound
social, technological, and demographic changes that have occurred over four hundred years since
the first English settlements in Massachusetts and Virginia. Part II describes four shadows that have
served to corrupt these purposes of education: extreme wealth inequality, nativism, white
supremacy, and anti-intellectualism. Part III explores the illusions of educational reform that have
over-promised college and career success, created an idolatry of math test scores, conflated
memorization of facts with conceptual understanding, and confused multiple layers of policy
agendas with progress. Part IV depicts F. Joseph Merlino and Deborah Pomeroy's twelve years of
experience in Egypt, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Turkey, and the U.S. in helping to craft new purposes of
education for model schools in their countries that reflect their aspirations for a new generation.
  a nation at risk pdf: Handbook of Education Policy Studies Guorui Fan, Thomas S. Popkewitz,
2020-06-10 This open access handbook brings together the latest research from a wide range of
internationally influential scholars to analyze educational policy research from international,
historical and interdisciplinary perspectives. By effectively breaking through the boundaries
between countries and disciplines, it presents new theories, techniques and methods for
contemporary education policy, and illustrates the educational policies and educational reform
practices that various countries have introduced to meet the challenges of continuous change. This
volume focuses on policies and changes in schools and classrooms. The studies on school changes
present the differences in the policies and challenges of K-12 schools and universities in different
countries and regions, and in connection with the contradictions and conflicts between tradition and
modernization, as well as the changing roles of various stakeholders, especially that of teachers. In
terms of curriculum and instruction, many countries have undertaken experiments and introduced
changes based on two major themes: “what to teach” and “how to teach”. International education
assessments represented by PISA not only promote the improvement and extensive application of
educational assessment and testing techniques, but have also had far-reaching impacts on education
policies and education reforms in many countries. Focusing on the changes in educational policies at
the micro level, this volume comprehensively reveals the complex interactions between school
organizations, teachers, curricula, teaching and learning, evaluation and other elements within the
education system, as well as the latest related reforms worldwide.
  a nation at risk pdf: Key Issues in Education and Social Justice Emma Smith, 2012-01-31 ′This
excellent book considers the extent to which policy and practice, particularly in the UK, have led to a
more equitable education system and ultimately to a fairer society. The ideas and arguments are
extremely accessible, wide-ranging and well-informed. A welcome addition to the reading list and
one that I can highly recommend′ - Jane Bates, Programme Leader fo Education Studies, Manchester
Metropolitan Univeristy Inequalities can be experienced in different forms, from birth to school



experiences to the many different modes of learning as we grow up. This book focuses on
educational experience as a lifelong and society-wide issue. The author draws on research, policy
and contemporary thinking in the field to provide a comprehensive guide to the educational
inequalities that may exist and persist throughout an individual′s educational course. Providing an
international perspective on different ethnic, gender and social groups, the book covers a broad
range of issues, including: - theoretical, policy and research developments in the area - inequalities
that may exist during the years of schooling - government policy - beyond the school classroom This
book is essential reading for undergraduate students on Education-Studies programmes. It is also
useful for students on Masters and Initial Teacher Education programmes. Emma Smith is Reader in
Education at the University of Birmingham
  a nation at risk pdf: The School Reform Landscape Reloaded Christopher H. Tienken,
2020-10-30 The School Reform Landscape Reloaded: More Fear, Myths, and Lies peels back the
curtain of school reform to examine the tensions that exist between the democratic and equitable
system of public education and the emerging dual system based on elite interests aimed at
profit-making and decreasing education equity. The author takes in-depth and controversial look at
school reform since the launch of Sputnik I. Education reform events, proposals, and policies are
examined through the lens of progressivist philosophy and critical social theory. Some of the issues
and policies critiqued include the neoliberal corporate influence on education, the Sputnik myth, A
Nation At Risk, standardization, charter schools, and other relevant topics. The author provides an
evidence-based view of the free-market reform ideas and he pierces the veil of the new reform
policies to find that they are not built upon empirical evidence, but instead rest solidly on
foundations of myth, fear, and lies. Ideas for a new set of reform policies, based on empirical
evidence and supportive of a unitary, equitable, and democratic system of education are presented.
  a nation at risk pdf: Creating Educational Access, Equity, and Opportunity for All Everette W.
Surgenor, 2014-09-17 Louis Sullivan, an American architect, was referred to as the father of
modernism and coined the phrase form follows function.” His phrase provides a key insight into the
state of public education in America. The existing form for public education is industrial in nature
and is not a match for what should be the function of an education system in an information age
society—one that is characterized by technology, globalism, a new definition of work, and rapid,
relentless change. This book explains how the mismatch between function and form is creating
circumstances that are putting the future of public education at risk, leading to system dysfunction,
deregulation, and privatization. Public education needs to be redesigned and reformatted to match
the function of the age in which we now live. The current structure and function denies too many
students the levels of access, equity, and opportunity that their parents once enjoyed. Achieving that
outcome is important to the economic, social, and political wellbeing of America.
  a nation at risk pdf: The Creative Imperative Jami Biles Jones, Lori J. Flint, 2013-09-23
Provides a solid, foundational understanding of creativity that enables readers to elicit creative
performance from their students. The first book of its kind in the school library field, The Creative
Imperative: School Librarians and Teachers Cultivating Curiosity Together assists educators, school
librarians, school counselors, and parents in learning about creativity and inquiry as well as how to
foster these desired processes in school settings and beyond. The work begins by addressing the
foundational aspects of creativity, and then discusses creativity within the educational setting,
exploring how educators can be more creative themselves and coax creative performance from their
students. The final part of the text focuses specifically on school libraries and the role of librarians in
developing environments and opportunities for inquiry that nurture creativity.
  a nation at risk pdf: Measure of a Nation Howard Steven Friedman, 2012-06-26 Compares the
United States with other affluent democracies in such areas as health, crime and violence,
education, democracy, and equality, and suggests ways the country might improve its standing in
these areas.
  a nation at risk pdf: Teaching By Numbers Peter Maas Taubman, 2010-07-01 Over the last
decade the transformation in the field of education that is occurring under the twin banners of



standards and accountability has materially affected every aspect of schooling, teaching, and
teacher education in the United States. Teaching By Numbers, offers interdisciplinary ways to
understand the educational reforms underway in urban education, teaching, and teacher education,
and their impact on what it means to teach. Peter Taubman maps the totality of the transformation
and takes into account the constellation of forces shaping it. Going further, he proposes an
alternative vision of teacher education and argues why such a program would better address the
concerns of well-intentioned educators who have surrendered to various reforms efforts.
Illuminating and timely, this volume is essential reading for researchers, students, and professionals
across the fields of urban education, curriculum theory, social foundations, educational policy, and
teacher education.
  a nation at risk pdf: Fundamentals of Gifted Education Carolyn M. Callahan, Holly L.
Hertberg-Davis, 2012-08-21 The field of gifted education is characterized by a confusing array of
perspectives concerning such fundamental issues as definition, philosophy, curriculum, social and
emotional development, and underserved populations. The mission of this book is to provide a
coherent framework that instructors and service providers can use in planning effective programs,
providing appropriate counseling services, and evaluating programs for the gifted. Most sections are
organized around fundamental issues confronting the field and follow a common structure: an
introductory chapter that provides historical and theoretical background and organizing questions
followed by several point-of-view chapters written by experts that provide varied perspectives on the
topic at hand. Distinguishing Features Comprehensive Coverage – The book’s forty-five
manageable-length chapters cover the full range of topics that must be considered in planning
programs and services for gifted students both within and outside of school. Coherent Structure –
Section introductions provide background information and organizing questions to guide chapter
authors who provide varying views of the issue at hand. The emphasis is not on the right way or the
wrong way (except when clearly documented bad practice is discussed), but on how best practice
stems from well-informed and logical decision-making. Decision Making Focus – The book’s
introductory chapter addresses the need for a clearly developed and consistently applied set of
values to guide decision making. Likewise, each section introduction includes a decision making
framework regarding some aspect of educating, counseling, or parenting gifted students. This book
is appropriate for introductory level courses in gifted education or courses in program development
and planning. It is also suitable for school personnel responsible for making program planning
decisions in the area of gifted education and for academic libraries with holdings in this area.
  a nation at risk pdf: The Choice We Face Jon Hale, 2021-08-10 A comprehensive history of
school choice in the US, from its birth in the 1950s as the most effective weapon to oppose
integration to its lasting impact in reshaping the public education system today. Most Americans
today see school choice as their inalienable right. In The Choice We Face, scholar Jon Hale reveals
what most fail to see: school choice is grounded in a complex history of race, exclusion, and
inequality. Through evaluating historic and contemporary education policies, Hale demonstrates
how reframing the way we see school choice represents an opportunity to evolve from complicity to
action. The idea of school choice, which emerged in the 1950s during the civil rights movement, was
disguised by American rhetoric as a symbol of freedom and individualism. Shaped by the ideas of
conservative economist Milton Friedman, the school choice movement was a weapon used to oppose
integration and maintain racist and classist inequalities. Still supported by Democrats and
Republicans alike, this policy continues to shape American education in nuanced ways, Hale
shows—from the expansion of for-profit charter schools and civil rights–based reform efforts to the
appointment of Betsy DeVos. Exposing the origins of a movement that continues to privilege middle-
to upper-class whites while depleting the resources for students left behind, The Choice We Face is a
bold, definitive new history that promises to challenge long-held assumptions on education and
redefines our moment as an opportunity to save it—a choice we will not have for much longer.
  a nation at risk pdf: A Nation of Takers Nicholas Eberstadt, 2012-10-10 In A Nation of
Takers: America’s Entitlement Epidemic, one of our country’s foremost demographers, Nicholas



Eberstadt, details the exponential growth in entitlement spending over the past fifty years. As he
notes, in 1960, entitlement payments accounted for well under a third of the federal government’s
total outlays. Today, entitlement spending accounts for a full two-thirds of the federal budget.
Drawing on an impressive array of data and employing a range of easy- to- read, four color charts,
Eberstadt shows the unchecked spiral of spending on a range of entitlements, everything from
medicare to disability payments. But Eberstadt does not just chart the astonishing growth of
entitlement spending, he also details the enormous economic and cultural costs of this epidemic. He
powerfully argues that while this spending certainly drains our federal coffers, it also has a very
real,long-lasting, negative impact on the character of our citizens. Also included in the book is a
response from one of our leading political theorists, William Galston. In his incisive response, he
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