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the american dream in the 21st century abitur pdf has become a topic of widespread discussion
among students, educators, policymakers, and cultural critics alike. Especially in the context of
preparing for the Abitur exams, many students seek comprehensive resources that explore the
evolving concept of the American Dream in the modern era. This article provides an in-depth analysis
of the American Dream in the 21st century, exploring its historical roots, current interpretations,
challenges, and future prospects. Additionally, we will discuss how the concept is integrated into
educational materials such as the Abitur PDF resources, helping students understand its significance
within American culture and global influence.

Understanding the American Dream: Historical
Background

The Origins of the American Dream
The American Dream is a foundational idea that has shaped the identity and aspirations of the United
States since its inception. Coined in the early 20th century, the term encapsulates the belief that
anyone, regardless of background, can achieve success, prosperity, and upward mobility through hard
work and determination.

Some key points about the origins include:
- The influence of the Declaration of Independence, emphasizing life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.
- The rise of the American frontier and the notion of manifest destiny.
- The role of immigration and the promise of new opportunities for newcomers.

Evolution Over Time
Throughout the 20th century, the American Dream evolved alongside social, economic, and political
changes. During the post-World War II era, it became associated with homeownership, a stable job,
and a comfortable life.

Major milestones include:
- The post-war economic boom.
- The civil rights movement, which challenged inequalities.
- The rise of consumer culture and mass media.

The American Dream in the 21st Century



Current Interpretations and Perspectives
In the 21st century, the American Dream has taken on new meanings, reflecting contemporary
societal shifts.

Some modern interpretations include:
- The pursuit of higher education as a pathway to success.
- Entrepreneurial spirit and innovation-driven careers.
- The desire for work-life balance and personal fulfillment.
- Emphasis on social justice, equality, and inclusion.

However, these perspectives are not universal, and debates persist about whether the American
Dream remains attainable for all.

Key Challenges Facing the Modern American Dream
Several factors threaten the realization of the American Dream today:
1. Economic Inequality
- Wealth disparity has increased significantly, creating barriers for lower-income groups.
2. Student Debt Crisis
- Rising college costs and debt burden hinder young people's upward mobility.
3. Housing Affordability
- Skyrocketing housing prices in major cities make homeownership difficult for many.
4. Job Market Changes
- Automation and gig economy jobs often lack stability and benefits.
5. Educational Disparities
- Unequal access to quality education perpetuates social mobility gaps.

The Role of Education and Resources Like Abitur PDFs

Educational Resources for Understanding the American Dream
Students preparing for exams such as the Abitur often utilize PDFs and online materials to deepen
their understanding of key concepts, including the American Dream. These resources typically
include:
- Historical overviews.
- Literary and cultural analyses.
- Socioeconomic discussions.
- Critical perspectives on the concept’s relevance today.

How Abitur PDFs Cover the American Dream
Abitur PDF resources may present the American Dream through various lenses:
- Historical context: Tracing its origins and evolution.
- Literature and media: Analyzing works that depict the American Dream.
- Sociological perspectives: Discussing social mobility, inequality, and diversity.



- Current debates: Exploring whether the American Dream is still achievable and what reforms are
needed.

Using these PDFs, students can develop a nuanced understanding of the topic, preparing them for
essay questions, oral exams, and written assessments.

The Impact of the American Dream on American
Society and Culture

In Literature and Film
The American Dream has been a recurring theme in American literature and cinema, reflecting
societal hopes and disillusionments.

Notable examples include:
- The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, illustrating the pursuit of wealth and status.
- Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller, critiquing the illusion of upward mobility.
- Films like The Pursuit of Happyness, portraying perseverance in the face of adversity.

Cultural Significance
The American Dream continues to influence cultural values, emphasizing:
- Individualism and self-reliance.
- The importance of opportunity and meritocracy.
- The aspiration for better lives and upward mobility.

However, critics argue that the dream's promises are increasingly elusive for marginalized groups,
leading to social tensions.

The Future of the American Dream in the 21st Century

Emerging Trends and Prospects
Looking ahead, several trends could shape the future of the American Dream:
- Economic reforms aimed at reducing inequality.
- Education reform to improve access and quality.
- Technological innovation providing new opportunities.
- Social movements advocating for justice and inclusion.

Potential Challenges and Opportunities
While obstacles remain, opportunities for redefining and revitalizing the American Dream include:



- Promoting sustainable development.
- Encouraging entrepreneurship and innovation.
- Building inclusive policies that expand access to success.

Optimizing SEO for Articles on the American Dream and
Abitur PDFs

To ensure that content about the American Dream in the 21st century, especially in relation to Abitur
PDFs, ranks well on search engines, consider the following SEO strategies:
- Use relevant keywords such as “American Dream 21st century,” “Abitur PDF resources,” “American
Dream analysis,” and “American Dream history.”
- Incorporate structured headings (

,

) to improve readability and SEO.
- Include both short and long-tail keywords to attract diverse
search queries.
- Add internal links to related articles and external links to
reputable sources.
- Optimize images with descriptive alt texts related to the
American Dream and educational resources.
- Ensure the content is comprehensive, engaging, and
provides value to the reader.

Conclusion

The American Dream in the 21st century remains a complex,
multifaceted concept that continues to evolve amidst
economic, social, and cultural changes. While traditional
notions of success through wealth and homeownership
persist, new interpretations emphasize equality, personal
fulfillment, and social justice. Educational resources like



Abitur PDFs play a crucial role in helping students explore and
critically analyze these themes, preparing them for exams
and fostering a deeper understanding of American society. As
challenges such as inequality and housing affordability
persist, the future of the American Dream depends on
reforms, innovation, and societal commitment to creating a
more inclusive and attainable vision of success for all.

By understanding the historical roots, current debates, and
future prospects of the American Dream, students and
readers can appreciate its significance in shaping American
identity and its ongoing relevance in global discourse.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes discussed in 'The American Dream
in the 21st Century' Abitur PDF?

The PDF explores themes such as economic mobility, social
inequality, cultural diversity, and the evolving definition of
success in modern America.

How does the Abitur PDF address the impact of globalization
on the American Dream?

It analyzes how globalization has expanded opportunities
while also creating new challenges, influencing access to
education, jobs, and social mobility for different
demographics.



What are some key historical shifts highlighted in the PDF
regarding the American Dream?

The document discusses shifts from the post-World War II era
of prosperity to contemporary concerns about income
inequality, rising student debt, and changing societal values.

Does the PDF include perspectives on the American Dream
from minority groups?

Yes, it examines how minority communities pursue the
American Dream, facing unique barriers and opportunities,
and how their experiences shape the modern interpretation of
success.

How is the concept of the American Dream evolving according
to the PDF?

The PDF suggests that the American Dream is becoming more
individualized and diverse, focusing on personal fulfillment,
social justice, and economic stability rather than traditional
notions of homeownership and wealth.

What relevance does the 'American Dream' hold for 21st-
century students studying for their Abitur?

It encourages students to critically analyze societal values,
understand current socio-economic challenges, and develop
their own perspectives on success and opportunity in modern
America.



Where can I find the 'American Dream in the 21st Century'
Abitur PDF for study purposes?

You can access the PDF through your school’s online learning
platform, educational resources provided by your teachers, or
official examination preparation websites.

Additional Resources

The American Dream in the 21st Century Abitur PDF has
become a pivotal subject for students, educators, and
scholars seeking to understand the evolving narrative of
opportunity, success, and societal values in the United States.
As the concept of the American Dream has undergone
significant transformations over the decades, its portrayal in
educational materials—such as the Abitur PDF—reflects
broader cultural, economic, and political shifts. This article
explores the multifaceted nature of the American Dream
today, analyzing how it is presented in modern educational
resources, particularly focusing on the Abitur context, and
what this reveals about contemporary American society.

---

Understanding the American Dream: Origins and
Evolution

Historical Roots of the American Dream



The idea of the American Dream traces back to the early 20th
century, rooted in the notion that anyone, regardless of
background, can achieve prosperity and upward mobility
through hard work and determination. Coined by historian
James Truslow Adams in 1931, the term encapsulates the
aspiration for a better life characterized by economic success,
personal fulfillment, and freedom.

Initially, the American Dream was associated with owning
land, economic independence, and social mobility during the
country's formative years. It was a reflection of America's
promise of opportunity and hope, especially during times of
hardship such as the Great Depression.

Modern Reinterpretations and Challenges

In the 21st century, the American Dream has been
reexamined through the lens of changing economic realities,
societal inequalities, and cultural shifts. Increasing income
disparity, student debt crises, and the stagnation of the
middle class have challenged the traditional notions of
upward mobility.

Contemporary interpretations emphasize:
- Access to quality education and healthcare
- Equal opportunity regardless of race, gender, or
socioeconomic background
- Work-life balance and personal fulfillment
- Social justice and inclusivity

Educational materials like the Abitur PDF reflect these
evolving perspectives, often highlighting the complex
realities faced by today's Americans while exploring the



enduring ideals of hope and aspiration.

---

The Presentation of the American Dream in the 21st
Century Abitur PDF

Educational Objectives and Content

The Abitur, as a comprehensive examination and educational
qualification in Germany, frequently includes materials
related to American society, culture, and history. In the 21st
century context, PDFs prepared for Abitur students often aim
to:
- Provide a nuanced understanding of American societal
values
- Analyze contemporary debates surrounding the American
Dream
- Encourage critical thinking about economic and social issues

Such PDFs typically include:
- Historical overviews of the American Dream
- Key texts, speeches, and literature that critique or celebrate
the concept
- Data and statistics illustrating current socio-economic
conditions
- Case studies of individuals or groups pursuing the Dream

By integrating diverse sources, these materials foster a
comprehensive understanding of what the American Dream



entails today.

Key Themes Highlighted in Modern Abitur PDFs

Modern educational PDFs tend to focus on several critical
themes:
1. Economic Inequality: Analyzing how wealth disparity
impacts access to opportunities.
2. Education and Social Mobility: Exploring the role of higher
education in achieving the Dream.
3. Racial and Gender Equality: Addressing systemic barriers
faced by marginalized groups.
4. Immigration and Diversity: Considering how new Americans
contribute to and challenge the traditional narrative.
5. Political Discourse: Examining how politicians and public
figures frame the American Dream.

These themes help students critically evaluate whether the
American Dream remains attainable or has become a myth for
some segments of society.

---

Socioeconomic Factors and the American Dream Today

Income Disparity and Social Mobility

One of the most pressing issues challenging the modern
American Dream is the widening income gap. According to



reports from organizations like Pew Research Center, the
wealthiest Americans have seen their wealth grow
exponentially, while middle- and lower-income families face
stagnation or decline.

This economic polarization affects:
- Access to quality education
- Healthcare and housing stability
- Opportunities for entrepreneurial ventures

Educational PDFs often include statistical data illustrating
these trends, prompting students to question the
sustainability of the Dream in its traditional form.

Higher Education and Student Debt

In recent decades, higher education has become both a
pathway to the American Dream and a source of financial
burden. The rising cost of college tuition has led to
unprecedented levels of student debt, which can hinder
young Americans’ ability to achieve financial independence.

Key points include:
- The importance of a college degree in upward mobility
- The risks associated with student loans
- Alternative pathways such as vocational training or
entrepreneurship

Abitur PDFs may analyze these issues through case studies
and economic data, fostering a debate on whether higher
education still guarantees success.



Racial and Gender Inequities

The American Dream's promise of equal opportunity is often
challenged by systemic racism and gender inequalities.
Minority groups, including African Americans, Latinos, and
women, frequently encounter barriers to economic and social
mobility.

Discussions in educational PDFs address:
- Historical and contemporary discrimination
- Affirmative action and diversity initiatives
- The role of social movements in redefining the Dream

These analyses encourage students to consider how societal
reforms can make the Dream more inclusive.

---

The Impact of Politics and Cultural Shifts on the
American Dream

Political Narratives and Policy Debates

Political discourse plays a crucial role in shaping perceptions
of the American Dream. Different administrations have
emphasized themes such as:
- Opportunity through deregulation and free markets
- Social safety nets and economic equality
- Immigration reform



Educational materials often include speeches, policy
proposals, and debates from figures such as Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Ronald Reagan, Barack Obama, and Donald Trump,
illustrating how political ideologies influence the national
narrative.

Cultural Representations and Media

Films, literature, and media portrayals continue to influence
the collective understanding of the American Dream. From
Hollywood blockbusters to social media narratives, cultural
representations reflect both aspiration and critique.

For example:
- Films like "The Pursuit of Happyness" depict perseverance
and hope
- Critical works analyze how systemic barriers prevent some
from achieving the Dream

Abitur PDFs may analyze these cultural texts alongside
statistical data to offer a rounded perspective.

---

Evaluating the Future of the American Dream

Is the Dream Still Attainable?

The central question posed by modern educational materials



is whether the American Dream remains an attainable goal for
most Americans. While some argue that opportunities still
exist, others contend that structural inequalities make it
increasingly elusive.

Factors influencing this debate include:
- Economic mobility data
- Access to quality education and healthcare
- Social justice movements
- Technological innovations and new industries

Students are encouraged to critically assess these factors and
propose potential reforms.

New Definitions and Alternatives

As traditional markers of success—wealth, homeownership,
career status—become less attainable for many, alternative
visions of success are emerging:
- Focus on community and relationships
- Emphasis on personal fulfillment and well-being
- Pursuit of social justice and environmental sustainability

Educational PDFs often include discussions on these
alternative narratives, promoting a broader understanding of
what constitutes a meaningful life in the 21st century.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the American
Dream



Despite challenges and evolving definitions, the American
Dream remains a potent symbol of hope and aspiration. The
way it is presented in modern Abitur PDFs underscores its
complex nature—both as an inspiring ideal and a social
construct subject to critique. As students analyze these
materials, they develop a nuanced understanding of American
society, learning to appreciate its aspirations while
recognizing the obstacles that must be addressed.

In the 21st century, the American Dream continues to inspire
innovation, resilience, and social change. Whether it remains
an attainable goal or transforms into a collective aspiration
for a fairer society, its significance endures, shaping the
narratives of millions striving for a better life.

---

Note: For students and educators interested in exploring this
topic further, many Abitur PDFs and resource compilations
are available online, providing detailed analyses, historical
context, and contemporary debates surrounding the American
Dream.
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Maturing the American Dream To fulfill our destiny as a nation, our challenge is to fully realize the
intent of our brave forebears-and to do so in a way that is relevant to the challenges of the
twenty-first century in a complex, interdependent, global context. Our power in the world today is
considerable, and the consequent responsibility is sobering. Yet we are a young nation-adolescent in
many ways-thrust into global leadership in part as a result of military and economic might and the
moral authority we hold when we best embody the American dream. In the face of our declining
reputation around the world and diminished confidence at home -and in the context of the hope for
change engendered by President Obama- it is essential that we understand this dream and how we
can mature into living it in a way that serves all of humanity, not just our own kind. This essay is
written out of concern about the great challenges facing the United States and the world today. Its
purpose is to identify the strengths that can help us tap into what is best about us and guard against
our weaknesses so that we can use our power as wisely as possible and in ways that promote the
common global good. To do this will take the maturing of the American dream. If we are to mature
the American dream, it is essential to decode the deeper cultural narratives that nurtured its
conscious life at its founding and continue to do so today so that we can live them out in ways that
bring us happiness and also have a positive impact on the world. -Carol S. Pearson, From Maturing
the American Dream: Archetypal American Narratives Meet the Twenty-First Century The Fetzer
Institute's project on Deepening the American Dream began in 1999 to explore the relationship
between the inner life of spirit and the outer life of service. Through commissioned essays and in
dialogue with such writers as Huston Smith, Jacob Needleman, Gerald May, Charles Gibbs, Robert
Inchausti, Carolyn Brown, Elaine Pagels, and others, the project is beginning to sow the seeds of a
national conversation. With the publication of these essays, the thinking and writing coming from
these gatherings is being offered in a series of publications sponsored by The Fetzer Institute in
partnership with Jossey-Bass. In an effort to surface the psychological and spiritual roots at the heart
of the critical issues that face the world today, we are extending this inquiry by creating a parallel
series focused on Exploring a Global Dream. The essays and individual volumes and anthologies
published in both series will explore and describe the many ways, as individuals and communities
and nations, that we can illuminate and inhabit the essential qualities of the global citizen who seeks
to live with the authenticity and grace demanded by our times.
  the american dream in the 21st century abitur pdf: The Routledge Handbook on the
American Dream Robert Hauhart, Mitja Sardoč, 2021-07-29 What do we mean by the American
dream? Can we define it? Or does any discussion of the phrase end inconclusively, the solid turned
liquid—like ice melting? Do we know whether the American dream motivates and inspires or,
alternately, obscures and deceives? The Routledge Handbook on the American Dream offers
distinctive, authoritative, original essays by well-known scholars that address the social, economic,
historical, philosophic, legal, and cultural dimensions of the American dream for the twenty-first
century. The American dream, first discussed and defined in print by James Truslow Adams’s The
Epic of America (1931), has become nearly synonymous with being American. Adams’s definition,
although known to scholars, is often lost in our ubiquitous use of the term. When used today, the
iconic phrase seems to encapsulate every fashion, fad, trend, association, or image the user
identifies with the United States or American life. The American dream’s ubiquity, though, argues
eloquently for a deeper understanding of its heritage, its implications, and its impact—to be found in



this first research handbook ever published on the topic.
  the american dream in the 21st century abitur pdf: The Routledge Handbook on the
American Dream Robert C. Hauhart, Mitja Sardoč, 2022-11-30 The Routledge Handbook on the
American Dream: Volume 2 explores the social, economic, and cultural aspects of the American
Dream in both theory and reality in the twenty-first century. This collection of essays brings together
leading scholars from a range of fields to further develop the themes and issues explored in the first
volume. The concept of the American Dream, first expounded by James Truslow Adams in The Epic
of America in 1931, is at once both ubiquitous and difficult to define. The term perfectly captures the
hopes of freedom, opportunity and upward social mobility invested in the nation. However, the
American Dream appears increasingly illusory in the face of widening inequality and apparent lack
of opportunity, particularly for the poor and ethnic, or otherwise marginalized, minorities in the
United States. As such, an understanding of the American Dream through both theoretical analyses
and empirical studies, whether qualitative or quantitative, is crucial to understanding contemporary
America. Like the first volume of The Routledge Handbook on the American Dream, this collection
will be of great interest to students and researchers in a range of fields in the humanities and social
sciences.
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American Dream, Inc, 1956
  the american dream in the 21st century abitur pdf: The Myth of the American Dream.
Dream or Nightmare? Kristina von Kölln, 2020-10-26 Academic Paper from the year 2019 in the
subject English Language and Literature Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 1,9,
Technical University of Braunschweig, language: English, abstract: This essay will focus on the
origin of the American Dream and its key elements on the one hand, and try to prove its veracity on
the other hand. Even though the term ‘The American Dream’ became a well-known saying describing
an assumed very specific phenomenon, its meaning is as vague as it is ambivalent. It is,
nevertheless, a crucial part of the American national identity and a symbol of a nation’s
self-conception. One could argue that Thomas Jefferson already lay the foundation of the most
famous myth of all time by declaring “these truths to be sacred and undeniable; that all men are
created equal and independent,” and are thus entitled to “preservation of life, & liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness” (Jefferson 243). More than a century later, James Truslow Adams rewrote
Jefferson’s words in his novel The Epic of America by saying, “The American dream, the dream of a
land in which life should be better and richer and fuller for every man, with opportunity for each
according to his ability or achievement. (Adams 404). While Adams focused on the hope for a better
and happier future for everyone, regardless of their social, ethnical or religious decent, Richard
Nixon stressed the material aspect in his First Inaugural Address in 1969, by defining full
employment, better housing, excellence in education; in rebuilding our cities and improving our
rural areas; in protecting our environment and enhancing the quality of life (Lawler and Schaefer
84) as key elements of the American Dream. Martin Luther King dreamed of freedom and equality
for all American citizens and that they ”will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the
content of their character” (King qtd. in Kirck 82) and two decades later, during his First Inaugural
Address in 1981, Ronald Reagan reminded his people of their uniqueness as too great a nation to
limit (them)selves to small dreams. (Reagan qtd. in Grafton 109) Although often merely political
calculation during election campaigns, those previously mentioned variations of the most famous
dreams of all times illustrate two things; On the one hand that each generation interprets the
American Dream in its very own way, and on the other hand, it’s fundamental value for the American
society.
  the american dream in the 21st century abitur pdf: The american dream : humankind's
second chance?. Resource book Peter Freese, 2005 Die Bedeutung des 'amerikanischen Traums'
für die ganze Welt - im positiven wie im negativen Sinne - wird hier vor dem Hintergrund der
kulturellen, politischen und wirtschaftlichen Entwicklung der USA anhand von Texten aufgezeigt,



deren Themen von den ersten Einwanderern bis zur Wahl A. Schwarzeneggers zum kalifornischen
Gouverneur reichen. Informationen zum Lehrwerk - Themenhefte für den Einsatz in Grund- und
Leistungskursen der gymnasialen Oberstufe. Die bewährten Viewfinder Topics für die gymnasiale
Oberstufe in erweiterter und neu gestalteter Form. Zahlreiche zusätzliche Texte, Bilder und Info
Boxes führen die erörterten Themen bis in die unmittelbare Gegenwart fort. Die Texte und die
vielfältigen Zusätze und Erläuterungen werden durch ein neues Layout enger zusammengerückt und
in noch ansprechenderer Optik präsentiert. Anmerkungen und Aufgaben folgen.
  the american dream in the 21st century abitur pdf: The American Dream. Success, Failure
and the Female Dreamers Marzia Interdonato, 2016-03-29 Bachelor Thesis from the year 2011 in the
subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 107/110, , course: American Studies, language:
English, abstract: In this work, what will be analyzed is the evolution over time of the famous
phenomenon known as the American Dream. The next three chapters will mainly focus on whether
or not the dream led more immigrants to success or failure, and also paying particular emphasis to
how the dream was and is interpreted by most of the women living the American Dream. This work
is divided into three chapters, starting from the discovery of the continent where the dream is best
associated: the United States of America. Secondly, understanding the meaning of the term
‘American Dream’, its formation and who has used it throughout the course of its history. It will also
focus on how the dream will be analyzed in a more current twentieth century context and
understanding, nevertheless assessing the female dreamers through close analysis of a novel and a
poem. People have always had dreams. We could acknowledge that today’s dreams might be
unrealistic because of corruption, however, the dreams that people had in the past were of a
different nature. Success only meant having the bare necessities: a job, food for your family, new
clothes a couple of times a year, a house or an apartment, and maybe even enough money to
commute by transit. Achieving this success, implied much struggles, sacrifice and hard work.
Looking back at the scenario, it appears to have been a very harsh experience for those who had
immigrated to America. As a result of the many sacrifices that were made in pursuit of their own
personal and familial goals; such as monetary success and a better life of freedom and opportunity
for their descendants. Their goals consisted of only the basic life values such as personal freedom
through equal rights and opportunity that we today consider to not only be essential to life, but
entitlements. Thanks to the millions of hard-working immigrants, and the hundreds of thousands of
soldiers and protestors who have died in the name of democracy and the rights and freedoms that
today allow us to live a better life: in pursuit of their own personal and familial goals, it was the first
immigrants to America who also helped build and sustain what is today a global economic and
military powerhouse and international authority – the United States of America.
  the american dream in the 21st century abitur pdf: The Routledge Handbook on the
American Dream Robert C. Hauhart, Mitja Sardoč, 2021 The Routledge Handbook on the American
Dream offers authoritative essays that address the multifaceted dimensions of the American Dream
in the 21st century, where it has become synonymous with being American. Its ubiquity requires a
deeper understanding of its impact-to be found in this first research handbook ever on the topic--
  the american dream in the 21st century abitur pdf: The American Dream, Visions from
1970 Lew Smith, 1977
  the american dream in the 21st century abitur pdf: The American Dream Edward Albee,
1970
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  the american dream in the 21st century abitur pdf: Born to Succeed? The American
Dream Hildegard Schnell, 2010 Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies -
Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 1,3, University of Duisburg-Essen, course: Proseminar: An
Introduction to American Civilization, 9 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: We
were brought up to succeed, weren't we? (Arthur Miller The Price, 109). Is this true? Were we really



brought up only to succeed in order to achieve material aplenty and is this what the American
Dream is all about: Success as the reason for living? In my research paper I will try to find an
answer to these questions by looking at the origin of the concept of the American Dream, the critical
interpretation of the American Dream referring to itschange of values. Furthermore, I am going to
discuss the influence of the American Dream on popular imagination and, as a conclusion, I will
briefly state the effect it has on political rhetoric. So, the main purpose of my paper is to show that
the notion of the American Dream has not always been identified with materialism but with success
primarily as a God given task intended for self-salvation. Therefore, I will point out how this aspect
of a success in religious and moral terms changed into an aspect of material success only. Further, I
will show, according to this change that the aspect of material success promotes selfish individuals
instead of a Great Society in which the American Dream is realized in the community since there is
nothing whatever in a fortune merely in itself (Adams The Epic of America, 416). While the American
Dream stands on the one hand for a land of opportunity where everyone is given the chance of
attaining something according to one's ability, the American Dream stands on the other hand for a
struggle to succeed without much social or emotional support that eventually turns into an American
nightmare.
  the american dream in the 21st century abitur pdf: Is the American Dream for
Anybody? Agnes Szucs, 2010-06-14 Diploma Thesis from the year 2010 in the subject American
Studies - Literature, grade: 4, Universität of Szeged (Dept. of Arts), language: English, abstract: In
the following thesis the dear reader will find a lot about E. L. Doctorow, his 1975 novel, Ragtime and
anything else in connection with these two. In my thesis I tried to use all the interesting secondary
sources I had been able to find in order to collect the most important info one might desire if
interested in modern, 20th-21st century American literature, especially in midfiction. Ragtime
equals to anything that took place in the turn-of-the-century United States including many names as
Ford, Houdini and Nesbit.
  the american dream in the 21st century abitur pdf: The American Dream in Literature
Stanley A. Werner, 1970
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